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The Achievement of Our Age 
 
 

 In order to fully realize the development in the social and mental world achieved within 
the last century, and which the present generations enjoy, it is necessary to take a retrospective 
glance at the times of our forefathers, and draw a few comparisons between the past and the 
present. 
 Take, for instance, the present method of serving a meal and compare it with the past.  
When our forefathers were invited out to dine, they did not wait until the meal was ready 
 
 
to be served, as we do to-day, to present themselves at the home of their entertainers, but donned 
their Sunday clothes as soon as possible, and hastened away.  Upon arriving they chatted with 
their host and hostess, until dinner was ready to be served, before the bright and cheerful blaze of 
the huge logs, supported by andirons in the large fire place.  The first thing brought into the great 
dining- hall, was a table composed of movable trestles  
 
 
upon which boards were placed, and then a table cover having a handsome boarder, was thrown 
over it.  Each quest was provided with a spoon, while his knife he carried in his belt.  As for 
forks who dreamed of them so long as Nature had given man eight fingers and two thumbs!  
Each guest cut or tore off, a piece of piece of meat to suit himself; and then a servant with a basin 
of water, and a towel, 
 
 
always presented himself to each guest before the meal, and after it was over.  This probably was 
the origin of the modern finger-bowl. 
 Many of our favorite dishes have descended to us from the Middle Ages.  Our favorite 
winter breakfast, griddle cakes, has come to us from the far away Britons of Wales, awhile boys 
have lunched our ginger-bread, and girls on pickles and jellies since the time of Edward II. 
 
 

As regards the latter, not much improvement has been made, for it is the delight of 
school-boys and girls to have some of these eatables concealed in their pockets or desks, and to 
steal a bite occasionally, as if to illustrate the saying, that stolen fruit always seems the sweeter.   
 In nothing however is the development so marked as in the inventions which the great 
minds of the nineteenth have produced, for the utilizing of  
 
 
heat, steam, electricity and magnetism. 
 Fifty years ago it took six weeks to travel from Philadelphia to Ohio, while now we can 
cross the great Atlantic in less than one-sixth of that time by the use of steamers.  It took the 



entire winter for the farmer to thresh out his grain, which was done by the flail, or tramping 
process; now the same work can be accomplished in one day by the steam threshing  
 
 
machine. 
 True it is that 600 B.C. it was known that amber where rubbed with silk, acquired the 
property of attracting lighter bodies.  It was not until the sixteenth century, that Dr. Gilbert 
showed that this property was not limited to amber, but that other bodies—glass, sealing wax and 
sulphur—possessed the same property to a greater or less extent.  Later electric batteries and 
machines were 
 
 
invented, and the good work progressed until now we possess the telephone and telegraph.   
 Standing in a little telegraph office in Japan, we set the lightening in motion and way it 
goes on its errand, regarding neither time nor space.  As quick as thought it is at Hong-Kong, 
then onward it flies to England.  Diving under the Atlantic in comes up on the shores of 
America; there onward   
 
 
it speeds across the continent to San Francisco.   
“Thought awaken; now before us 
Lies the world in one embrace; 
Quickly nation after nation 
The electric wires enlace; 
Land to land is drawing nearer, 
City unto city bound; 
Space becomes annihilated 
Thought begirts the world around, 
Thought hath scaled the lofty mountains 
Valley unto valley chained; 
Now it darts through ocean’s  
 
 
caverns;—  
Thought triumphant is proclaimed.” 
Gas and electric light take the place of the tallow-dip and the lard lamp, while electric cars 
replace the old-fashioned horse cars.  Although they are more dangerous, in some respects, than 
the horse car, they are more convenient and the time of transport is greatly diminished. 
 Matches also may be mentioned among the 
 
 
principle inventions of the nineteenth century, not for their complexity but rather for simplicity.  
In older times, the fire on the hearth had to be carefully covered, before retiring, to prevent its 
going out, for it was no small matter to kindle a fire in those times.  If you were fortunate enough 
to possess a flint, fire could be obtained by striking it with a knife and then igniting a piece of 
[prink?], pine or 



 
 
paper, as might be convenient.  If you failed to possess a flint, it was often necessary to walk a 
half mile, to the nearest neighbor, to secure a shovelful of coals with which to kindle the fire.   

I fear we do not appreciate the achievements of our age as we should, yet we enjoy them 
to a greater or less extent. 
 Truly it has been said, “The past is sublime but the present is sublimer.”    
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