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The Open Door Policy in China 
 

     For ages China has excluded herself from the world. In fact, it was not until a few years ago 
that she permitted entrance into her domains. Consequently we know little of her condition, and 
of her vast resources we can only surmise. China has not as yet made much progress in 
civilization, and therefore it becomes the duty of the civilized world to lend her a helping hand. 
This has been done to some extent, but the greed, so characteristic of many powers, has already 
become manifest. The Open 
 
 
Door Policy as advanced by the United States will throw China open to the commerce of the 
world, and will be of great benefit not only to China, but to the whole world. 
     Before entering into a discussion of this policy, it would be well to state briefly her present 
condition. When we speak of a nation, we have in mind a people, bound together by some 
common ties. This is not the case with China. There is an immense range of dialect,  
 
 
and the people do not feel the common patriotism which is so prevalent in our country. China 
lacks a centralized government. The army is entirely provincial rather than imperial. The 
provinces are at constant strife with each other, and there is no unified system of government. 
The people of the various provinces differ vastly in character, a far greater diversity of types 
existing than in any country of Europe. These facts combined with the wealth of China in 
material resources and excellent 
 
 
climatic conditions are largely responsible for the “great land grab” which at present is attracting 
so much attention. 
     It has been said, China is worth a dozen Africas. It is only recently that she has awakened to a 
knowledge of her possibilities. The war with Japan seemed to have had a stimulating effect, and 
it has aroused in the Chinese a desire for better things. They have now turned their attention to a 
policy of internal development. This awakening augurs well for the future 
 
 
greatness of the Chinese Empire. A great market is undoubtedly waiting to be developed. But on 
the horizon of her future brightness, a cloud has arisen, which not only menaces her own 
interests, but will threaten the peace of the entire world. The greed and avarice of the nations is 
seeking to take advantage of China, and devour her in her weakness. The strongest powers are 
each eager to gain a decided advantage over the other. What European nations are trying to 
accomplish 
 
 



now is to get into such a relationships with the existing Chinese authorities as would give them 
preferred claims as against one another. 
     Japan, the nearest neighbor and most recently born power, has shown anxiety concerning the 
division of China. Although a comparatively new nation, she has manifested an unusual interest. 
     Germany found a convenient excuse to land troops in 1897 on the plea of avenging the death 
of two missionaries. 
 
 
She needed a foot hold, and this she secured. At present she occupies to port of Kaio Chau 
including the fortifications, with the land immediately surrounding to the extent of about four 
hundred square miles. The success of Germany proved an incentive to France, and she has 
appropriated a portion of territory on the southern coast. England has been hardly less 
aggressive. Much discussion has taken place in Parliament concerning China, and England’s 
apparent purpose is not to form a  
 
 
trade monopoly, but to establish a naval base. She now occupies Chusan, but further than this, 
has no object on the mainland. 
     But Russia has been most aggressive of all. She claims, however, that her interests are not 
territorial, but wholly commercial. Her sole object is to protect Northern China for a naval base. 
How far this is true remains to be seen. Her latest move in seizing Port Arthur has made her 
attitude all the more menacing. 
 
 
     The United States has taken the initiative in the matter, and pledges herself to take a leading 
part in the greatest task of the coming century:-the reformation of China. On September 6, 1899, 
Secretary Hay addressed the nations setting forth the desires of the government in reference to 
the “open door” in China. While the government does in no way commit itself to a recognition of 
the exclusive rights of any power in China, it cannot conceal its apprehension 
 
 
that there is danger of complications arising between the treaty powers which may imperil the 
rights insured to the United States by its former treaties. It hopes to retain there an open market 
for all the world’s commerce, and remove dangerous sources of international irritation. This 
result will be greatly aided and advanced by declarations of the various powers claiming 
“spheres of interest in China as to their intentions in regard to the treatment of foreign trade 
 
 
and commerce therein. 
     The powers addressed, England, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, and Russia, each gave a 
favorable response. They agreed to comply with the requests that were made. As they all were of 
one accord, this agreement would impose a more binding obligation on each one. Thus the 
United States accomplished one of the greatest deeds of diplomacy of the past century. 
     By this act China will be open to outside influences. 
 
 



At the present time, she is eager to learn more of modern civilization, and to appropriate its 
benefits. The adoption of this policy, outlived by the United States, will improve the existing 
conditions, and will enable the powers to maintain their positions in the markets of China. The 
prime object should be, not a partition of China, but an effort on the part of the nations to 
develope her vast resources, to build up her industries, and to open her markets to the 
 
 
world. To maintain freedom of trade, the united action on the part of America, England, 
Germany, France and Japan will be necessary. 
     Now that the powers have practically all agreed to maintain the open door policy, and give up 
their greedy aspirations, the ominous clouds are disappearing, and the sunshine of progress and 
enlightenment is rapidly dispelling the darkness of this heathen land. Now that her fossilized 
condition, which 
 
 
has existed for many centuries, is broken; now that she is turning her face forward instead of 
backward; with the friendly cooperation of the civilized countries, China is destined not only to 
become a great commercial factor, but also to take a foremost position in the modern world.  
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