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March 1995

PA MAY BE STUCK WITH NATION’S NUCLEAR WASTE

On October 18, 1994, NRC Chairman Ivan Selin told agency employees that because the country 
has so little "low-level" radioactive waste, two or three dump sites are all that are really needed 
to handle the country's nuclear waste. Selin also criticized current efforts to build "low-level" 
dumps, saying that efforts are progressing too slowly and costing too much.

The comments, only recently made public, have sparked concern across the country, but 
especially in Pennsylvania, which is in the process of siting a radioactive dump that was 
supposed to accept waste only from Appalachian Compact states (PA, MD, WV, DE). If 
Chairman Selin has his way, though, Pennsylvania could become a dumping ground for the 
nation's radioactive waste. "This really reinforces our contention that the first two or three 
compact states with an operating rad waste facility will, in the long run, accommodate all of the 
nuclear waste generated in the country," said TMIA's Eric Epstein.

The state Department of Environmental Resources (DER) is hoping to find a community that will 
volunteer to accept the radioactive dump, but the NRC's consolidation recommendation could 
severely hamper efforts to locate a willing community. "We would have very little chance to have 
anyone come forward if it was unknown whether the waste would be from the compact or from 
some broader group of states," said Bruce Dallas, a spokesperson for DER.

On February 2, 1995, Acting DER Secretary James Seif sent a letter to NRC Chairman Selin 
asking Selin to clarify his statements that only two or three radioactive dumps are needed "Your 
remarks jeopardize the siting process in states like Pennsylvania and the Appalachian States 
Compact because they imply the disposal sites now being developed are not needed or, worse, 
will be forced to accept low-level radioactive waste from outside Compact borders," Seif said in 
the letter "The citizens of Pennsylvania will not accept responsibility for the disposal of low- 
level waste from areas outside the Appalachian States Compact, if that is your plan "
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NUCLEAR DUMP TO COST PA TAXPAYERS MUCH MORE

Chem-Nuclear Systems, Inc., the company chosen to build a nuclear dump in Pennsylvania, says 
that it will need an additional $55-90 million dollars to site and license a dump. Chem-Nuclear 
originally contracted to site and license the dump for $30 million. As of October 1994, Chem- 
Nuclear had been approved for payments of $25.4 million for their work. The company says it 
will reach the limit of its $30 million contract early in 1995.

Despite the fact that the cost of siting and licensing the dump will be three or four times the 
original cost, it seems that there is no breakdown available as to how Chem-Nuclear has spent 
the money. Although the Auditor General of Pennsylvania did complete an audit from June 1992 
to July 1993, the audit broke expenditures into very general categories.

Jeff Schmidt, of the PA Sierra Club, stated that he has requested an accounting of expenditures 
by Chem-Nuclear but has yet to receive one. Schmidt is a member of the state's LLRW Citizens 
Advisory Committee. "The question is, what is Chem-Nuclear doing with all this money?," 
Schmidt said. "It looks like they are pouring it down a public relations rat hole." Schmidt was 
referring to Chem-Nuclear's free trips to their Barnwell, South Carolina dump, which he described 
as "wining and dining" trips.
Another controversial expenditure is the $426,000 that DER's Bureau of Radiation spent on a pro
dump flyer that was placed in all of the states's newspapers. The ad was blasted by 
environmentalists as a propaganda feature paid for by the public.

Chem-Nuclear has also spent a significant amount of time and money conducting "Public Values 
Surveys" within each of the areas that remain eligible for the dump. Chem-Nuclear says that the 
survey allows them "to determine which factors the public feels are more important when locating 
a site. It asks residents to rank, in order of importance, statements that reflect the nine Major 
Factor Groups, the categories of the siting criteria." Critics have accused Chem-Nuclear of using 
the Surveys to determine which communities appear to be least able to mount widespread 
opposition to a dump if their community is one of the final three that Chem-Nuclear will 
recommend to the PA Environmental Quality Board.

Please renew your membership,
then give more to support TMIA activities

Name_________________________Phone_____________

Address____________________________Zip_________

Membership:__ $15 Regular Member __ $50 Sustaining Member

__ $25 Non-Profit Org __ $100 Patron

__ $5 Low Income/Student __ $200 Club Member

Intervention Fund Contribution: □ $10 □ $20 □ $50 n$100 
Checks of $50 or more can be made payable to the TMI Legal Fund 
for tax deduction purposes.

RETURN TO: TMIA, 315 Peffer Street, Harrisburg, PA 17102
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NUKE WASTE COULD BE SHIPPED THROUGH YOUR BACKYARD

Nuclear waste could pass just blocks from the U.S. Capitol, the Statehouse, and through your 
backyard on some of Pennsylvania's busiest highways enroute to a proposed national disposal site 
in Nevada, an analysis of potential routes shows. The study of plant locations, highways, and rail 
routes that was sponsored by the state of Nevada shows that shipping nuclear waste out West 
would puts millions of Americans at risk from potential rail or highway accidents. Shipments 
could begin in as little as three years if legislation in the U.S. Senate passes.

More than 3,800 containers of nuclear waste from Virginia, New York, New Jersey, Maryland, 
and Keystone plants could be transported across Pennsylvania highways over the next 30 years. 
Nearly 2,200 more containers could cross the state on rail cars as they head to the proposed 
repository site at Yucca Mountain, 80 miles northwest of Las Vegas in Nevada. Urban areas that 
would be affected include Philadelphia, Harrisburg, Scranton, Altoona and Pittsburgh. Waste 
from Three Mile Island, Peachbottom in York County, Calvert Cliffs in Maryland, Oyster Creek 
and the Salem and Hope Creek plants in New Jersey, for instance, would pass through 
Harrisburg.

The Energy Department has not released its proposed transportation routes. However, the Nevada 
study was based on plant locations, highway and rail routes, the amount of spent nuclear fuel 
being stored on-site at plants and the amount of waste generated over the next 30 years It 
accounted for no nuclear plants being licensed and some plants being shutdown when their 
licenses expire.

"The results of the radioactive waste transportation analysis demonstrate one sobering fact: When 
it comes to nuclear waste, we all live in Nevada," said James Adams, an analyst with the Safe 
Energy Communication Council, an umbrella group that includes Greenpeace and the Sierra Club 
"Most troubling of all is the notion of packaging some of the deadliest substances ever created 
and sending them off with crossed fingers onto the nation's highways and rails," commented 
Public Citizen President Joan Claybrook.

For a copy of the Nevada study, contact Judy Treichel, Nevada Nuclear Waste Task Force, 4550 
W. Oakley Blvd., Suite 111, Las Vegas, NV 89102. Phone: 702-248-1127.

YORK COUNTY SEEKS TO SLOW NUCLEAR DUMP

Before Chem-Nuclear or anyone else attempts to site a radioactive dump in York County, they 
had better be prepared. County Commissioners recently passed an ordinance regulating the siting 
and operation of such facilities that includes a $1 million nonrefundable application fee.

Although state law denies counties to power to turn a nuclear dump away, President 
Commissioner George M. Trout said the commissioners "may not be able to stop the site from 
being located here, but we would like to have some say on its location and how it is operated."

The ordinance was adopted at the request of Hellam Against Nuclear Dumps, a Hellam Township 
citizens' group organized to oppose the siting of a nuclear dump in Hellam Township. The 21- 
page ordinance establishes inspectors to oversee the construction and operation of the dump and 
sets procedures for permit applications, fees, and penalties for noncompliance. The ordinance also 
establishes an environmental advisory council that would review all applications and empowers 
the council to recommend additional ordinances and regulations necessary to protect the county's 
land and people.

Allen Brinser, a Chem-Nuclear public information specialist, would not speculate on what effect 
the ordinance would have on Chem-Nuclear's search for a dumpsite. But Frances Courtwright, 
president of Hellam Against Nuclear Dumps, said the ordinance sends a clear message. "It clearly 
conveys the message that we don't want you, you're not welcome here," she said.

Anyone interested in obtaining a model ordinance similar to the York County ordinance should 
contact TMIA. The model ordinance is available on floppy disk for PC or Mac.
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MESCALERO APACHE TRIBE VOTES DOWN NUCLEAR DUMP, PRESSURE BUILDS TO 
STICK NEVADA WITH WASTE

On January 31, the Mescalero Apache tribe decisively rejected a plan to build a radioactive waste 
dump on their land. The plan, promoted by the nuclear industry and tribal leaders, would have 
established a private "monitored retrievable storage" facility on the tribe's New Mexico land.

The final vote, 58% to 42%, leaves little option for the 33 nuclear utilities which had hoped to 
set up a private dump to take the highly radioactive waste now piling up in their reactors. The 
industry's Nuclear Energy Institute announced soon after the vote that it is now imperative for 
Congress to act to require the Department of Energy to build a "temporary" nuclear waste facility 
by 1998.

Under legislation introduced by Senator Bennett Johnston (D-La), the nuclear industry would get 
its wish. Johnston's bill (S. 167) would mandate that a "temporary" nuclear dump be built at 
Yucca Mountain, Nevada. The bill mandates that the interim dump be licensed at Yucca 
Mountain without consideration of need, alternative sites, or alternate designs. The bill would 
allow radiation releases far in excess of current standards and would exempt Yucca Mountain 
from EPA safe drinking water standards.

In order to stop the nuclear industry and their friends in Congress, NIRS (Nuclear Information 
and Resource Service) has launched the "DON'T WASTE AMERICA" campaign. NIRS hopes 
to obtain one million signatures by August 7, 1995, which will be radioactive waste lobby day 
in conjunction with the 50th anniversary of the Hiroshima/Nagasaki bombings. A copy of the 
"DON'T WASTE AMERICA" petition is included at the end of this newsletter. Please circulate 
the petition and mail it back to NIRS. Don't let the nuclear industry waste America!

NIRS CHARGES NRC WITH MISLEADING NJ SENATORS

In a January 6, 1995, letter to New Jersey Senators Bill Bradley and Frank Lautenberg, NIRS 
(Nuclear Information and Resource Service) charged the NRC with misleading the senators about 
the condition of the Oyster Creek reactor and the NRC's knowledge of the reactor's condition.

Senators Bradley and Lautenberg, in response to several constituent letters, had asked the NRC 
for an overview of the status of Oyster Creek, as well as specific responses to charges leveled 
by NIRS and Oyster Creek Nuclear Watch (OCNW). In mid-December 1994, NRC Executive 
Director James Taylor responded with a soothing letter assuring the Senators that the NRC was 
on top of Oyster Creek and that there was essentially nothing to worry about.

Taylor's letter omitted several crucial details. First, despite the fact that cracking on the top guide 
of the reactor vessel was discovered as early as 1991, and that additional cracking was found 
during the reactor's most recent fueling outage, no repairs have been made to date. Even worse, 
the NRC's letter claimed that it learned of the cracking in December 1994, when it was asked 
about the cracking by NIRS.

"Either the NRC doesn't read its mail, or it is lying," said Micheal Mariotte, executive director 
of NIRS. "And how more irresponsible could a utility be than General Public Utilities Nuclear 
(GPUN) to operate a reactor with a cracked top guide for years without repair, simply because 
the NRC didn't tell them to fix it? Do GPUN officials have to be spoon-fed their breakfast too?"

Additionally, the NRC letter failed to mention to the senators that a key reactor monitor part - 
the core plate - had not been inspected, despite a General Electric Alert on the issue. GPUN 
claims that the part is "inaccessible" and an inspection of the core plate would be too hard.

NIRS asked the senators to continue their investigation of Oyster Creek, and to join with NIRS 
and OCNW in seeking a suspension of Oyster Creek's license until the reactor has been fully 
inspected and all necessary modifications performed. NIRS sent copies of its letter to the NRC's 
Office of Inspector General for further investigation.
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NRC WANTS TO ALLOW RECYCLING OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS

The NRC is proceeding with its plan to establish new radiological standards for decommissioned 
nuclear facilities. Their plan has been more than two years in the making, has involved an 
unprecedented amount of public participation, and yet has evolved to exactly what the nuclear 
industry wanted in the first place.

The ERORR process (Enhanced Rulemaking on Residual Radiation) was the NRC's attempt to 
prove that it had learned something from its BRC (Below Regulatory Concern) radiation debacle. 
Sadly, though, it appears that the agency learned little - the standards established under ERORR 
couldn't be any more lenient if the nuclear industry had written them itself.

Under the ERORR, the NRC will allow residual radiation levels for decommissioned nuclear 
facilities of 100 millirems/year, or a l-in-285 lifetime cancer rate - the same risk as the 
discredited BRC policy. The NRC explicitly rejected its own staffs recommendations of seeking 
a goal of 3 millirems/year of residual radiation. The reason: nuclear industry pressure. And 
perhaps the worse part - the NRC admits that the ERORR standards will be used for other 
deregulation activities; for example, for the recycling of radioactive scrap metal.

This means that the roads on which we drive, the offices in which we work, or the goods that 
we buy could all contain recycled radioactive materials. Of course, this scenario would be a boon 
to the nuclear industry; instead of having to pay for the safe disposal of their nuclear plants, they 
could, instead, sell them for scrap metal on the open market.

Even France, the most pro-nuclear society in the world, recently announced that it will not 
tolerate a BRC policy within its borders. In France, all radioactive waste is just that: radioactive 
waste, and it cannot be recycled or otherwise allowed into the commercial economy.

NRC DECIDES THAT "MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS" ARE TOO TOUGH

In a recent issue of Nucleus, the magazine of the Union of Concerned Scientists, Robert Pollard, 
a former NRC inspector, reported that in 1992 the NRC decided that 63 of 109 licensed nuclear 
power plants do not have to meet the "minimum requirements" of the agency's General Design 
Criteria, regulations that "establish minimum requirements for systems important to safety." The 
General Design Criteria were identified in the wake of Three Mile Island, when Congress 
required the NRC to identify which of its regulations had "particular significance" for public 
safety and then to determine whether all operating plants met those regulations.

In September 1992, after reviewing only 10 plants and finding violations of the General Design 
Criteria safety requirements, the NRC decided that the standards must have been set too high and 
closed its Systemic Evaluation Program.

Officially, the NRC exempted the 63 plants on the ground that the General Design Criteria safety 
requirements do not apply to plants that began construction prior to May 21, 1971 This 
explanation, however, contradicts the agency's numerous statements in the past that the General 
Design Criteria were not new regulations, and therefore applicable to all reactors, no matter when 
they were built.

In Pennsylvania, the NRC's decision affects Beaver Valley 1, Peach Bottom 2 & 3, and Three 
Mile Island 1, and means that those plants may operate even if they fail to meet the minimum 
requirements set forth in the General Design Criteria.

WHITE HOUSE & HOUSE REPUBLICANS SET TO BATTLE OVER RENEWABLES, 
EFFICIENCY

While budget cutting may be the current mantra in Washington, the Department of Energy (DOE) 
has proposed a 1996 budget that actually provides increases for renewable energy and energy 
efficiency programs. To pay for those increases, DOE proposes further cuts in nuclear power and 
fossil fuel programs.
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U.S. Energy Subsidies Favor 
Nuclear, Fossil Technologies
Energy technologies received more than $36 billion in federal 
government subsidies in 1989, in tax breaks, loans, grants, 
and other direct and indirect subsidies. Nuclear and fossil 
fuels together received 88 percent of this total.

Efficiency
Renewables (3%) [In Millions of 1989$]

(6%) \ 1,155
2,402 /

Other* * “Other" includes wastes-to-energy and 
(1%) subsidies to general electricity. Percentages 
448 do not total 100 due to rounding

Renewable energy programs would increase from $393.6 million in FY 1995 to $424 4 million 
in FY 1996. Most of the increase would be in biofuels programs and solar energy programs. 
Some renewable programs, 
like geothermal and 
hydrogen research, would 
receive budget cuts.

The proposed budget 
would eliminate the gas- 
cooled reactor program, the 
SP-100 space reactor 
program, and the 
controversial Advanced 
Neutron Source project at 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee. The 
budget does add a new 
budget line for "nuclear 
technology research and 
development" in the 
amount of $37 million. 
Although the exact purpose 
of the new money is 
unclear, it may be an effort 
to revive portions of the 
defeated breeder reactor 
program. Alternatively, it 
may represent subsidies to 
nuclear utilities that have 
to shutdown their reactors 
early.

Meanwhile, under the guise 
of cutting the federal 
budget, some House Republicans are trying to defund energy efficiency and renewables programs 
A series of bills will soon be introduced that would not only gut energy programs for fiscal year 
1996, but also defund programs in fiscal year 1995. Additionally, some House Republican have 
called for the elimination of the DOE, on the grounds that the agency has no meaningful 
constituency.

Source: The Alliance to Save Energy, Federal Energy Subsidies: Energy, 
Environmental, and Fiscal Impacts, April 1993

©Safe Energy Communication Council, 1994

While many House Republicans have interpreted last November's elections as a sweeping 
ideological shift, pooling data suggests that Republicans may be reading too much into the 
election results. A survey conducted by Republican pollster Vince Breglio showed that 
Republicans and Democrats alike support continued funding for energy efficiency and renewable 
programs. Furthermore, the poll showed that voters favor cutting nuclear power, oil, gas, and coal 
programs as a way of further reducing the size of the federal budget.

EPA TO ISSUE "LOW-LEVEL’’ RAD WASTE STANDARDS

In a December 2, 1994, letter, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced that it 
was soliciting comments on a preproposal draft of standards for "low-level" radioactive waste. 
The agency will accept comments through April 12, 1995.

Among the questions EPA wants the public to address are the applicability of its standards to 
both commercial and DOE sites; whether NRC licensees should be exempted from EPA 
regulations if NRC agrees to meet safe drinking water standards; the time scale for EPA 
regulations to become effective, and various other issues.

Copies of the EPA preproposal draft may be obtained from the EPA by calling 202-233-9095.



DON'T WASTE AMERICA Petition
The United States Congress is preparing to change the nation's radioactive waste laws. 
Unfortunately, Congress seems ready to reduce safety and environmental protection, and 
instead - at the behest of the nuclear power industry - wants to speed construction of new 
radioactive waste dumps. But radioactive waste cannot be "disposed" of, and new, unscientific 
dumping could lead to severe radiation leaks, or worse. Indeed, instituting unsound 
radioactive waste practices could lead to a new generation of nuclear reactors and an even 
greater problem.

Help stop the waste dumpers and the nuclear power industry. There are several basic 
principles for sound radioactive waste management. Any legislation should incorporate these 
principles. Congress: Don't let the nuclear industry waste America!

We demand:

1. An end to generation of long-lasting radioactive waste. It is impossible to consider 
establishing new radioactive dumps while generation continues - which would require 
even more radioactive waste dumps.

2. No utility should have access to a radioactive waste dump unless it has stopped 
generating radioactive waste.

3. Radioactive waste transportation should be avoided where possible.
4. All radioactive waste must be isolated from the environment in an accessible, 

retrievable manner, be constantly monitored for leaks, and be recontainerized to 
prevent leaks. Our policy must be zero release of radiation.

5. Liability must remain with waste generators, not taxpayers.

Name Address Phone

Please return to:
Nuclear Information and Resource Service

1424 16th Street, NW, #601, Washington, DC 20036 
Phone 202-328-0002; fax 202-462-2183
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NEWS NOTES

•s’On Tuesday, March 28, 1995, there will be a 4:00 a m. vigil to commemorate the 
anniversary of the start of the accident at TMI. Anyone interested in participating should meet 
at 3:30 a m. at the North Gate. After the vigil, Gene Stilp will host breakfast; call Gene at 
599-7700 for more information or to reserve space at the table.

■s’As most PP&L customers know by now, PP&L has requested a 20% increase in residential 
electric rates. TMIA's Eric Epstein has filed a complaint with the Public Utilities Commission 
challenging the rate increase. In addition, Gene Stilp is organizing the PP&L Ratepayers 
Association to fight the proposed increase. For more information, call Gene at 599-7700

racTMIA has prepared a new and updated fact sheet about Chem-Nuciear, the owner and 
operator of the future radioactive waste dump in Pennsylvania. Call us for copies; we will 
mail or FAX.

■arThe Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources is now publishing a newsletter 
called "Environmental Protection & Natural Resources UPDATE." Besides highlighting state 
and federal environmental issues, UPDATE also contains a listing of pending state 
environmental legislation, a listing of environmentally-related events, and environmental 
listings from the Federal Register and the Pennsylvania Bulletin. The publication is available 
from DER, PO Box 2063, Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063, or via email from
DERUPDATE@PADER.GOV.

«s’GreenWorld's Directory 1994 is an environmental almanac for the US and Canada This 324- 
page book describes the major players in the environmental movement, as well as giving 
some background on a variety of environmental concerns. The book even has a nice write-up 
about TMIA. The cost is $49.95. Call TMIA to place an order or if you want to take a look 
at the "office copy."

■S’The War & Peace Foundation is collecting donations to assist Dr. Vladimir Chernousenko, 
the Russian physicist called in by Gorbachev to deal with the Chernobyl disaster. After 
suffering radiation poisoning during the attempted containment of Chernobyl, Dr 
Chernousenko has become an outspoken critic of the Russian nuclear industry and of nuclear 
energy generally. Pressured by the Russian government, he left Russia four years ago, and 
now lives as an exile in Germany, where his presence is seen as a threat to the development 
of Germany's nuclear industry. For more information or to make a contribution, contact: War 
& Peace Foundation, 32 Union Square East, New York NY 10003. Phone: 212-777-4210

■^International Women's Day and Women's History Month Celebration, Saturday, March 11, 
1995, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the Harrisburg Friends Meetinghouse, 6th & Herr Streets, 
Harrisburg. Program: Dramatic presentation in honor of Jane Adams on the 60th anniversary 
of her death.
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CONGRESS SET TO WAGE WAR ON ENVIRONMENT
As part of its Contract With America, Congressional Republicans have introduced a legislative 
bombshell that would dismantle the vital framework of laws that now safeguard America’s 
environment and human health. The bill, H R. 9, the “Job Creation and Wage Enhancement Act,” 
would sweep away many, if not most, of the legal barriers that now shield us from air pollution, 
toxic waste, rampant logging, oil spills, and dozens of other environmental threats.

Perhaps most sinister of all, the “Job Act” accomplishes all of these goals without directly 
attacking the Clean Water Act or the Clean Air Act or any of the other environmental laws that 
we have put in place during the last 25 years. Instead of dismantling existing laws, the “Job Act” 
simply makes it impossible for existing legislation to accomplish the purposes for which it was 
enacted. Here is a sample of the provisions in the “The Polluters’ Bill of Rights.”

1. The Act would give polluters and land owners the right to compensation from the 
government if they claim that an environmental rule reduces the value of their property by 10 
percent. Until the landowner and the government reach an agreement on the amount of 
compensation to be paid to the landowner, the government would have to cease its environmental 
protection controls. RESULT: Requiring the government to pay polluters to stop polluting would 
cripple most environmental and worker safety programs.

2. The Act will require federal agencies to engage in an avalanche of new “cost-benefit” and 
“risk-assessment” studies before they can issue a rule. Additionally, polluters will have the right to 
sue the agency before, during, and after the issuance of the rule, and again when the rule is 
enforced. RESULT: Needed regulations will be subjected to tremendous delay, and there will be 
innumerable opportunities for polluters to stall the regulations with legal challenges.
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3. The Act will create new panels of “outside experts” with veto power over environmental 
regulations. These experts will have “recent professional experience” with the problem involved, 
and will likely include employees of the same polluters that the regulations would affect. 
RESULT: The fox gets to guard the chicken house!

4. The Act would require prior notification of all inspections of industries suspected of 
polluting. It also severely limits agency rights to collect and release information about pollution 
and health risks. RESULT: Without the ability to conduct unannounced inspections of alleged 
pollution sites, we will have more polluted rivers and .illegal dumps.

5. The Act would void any new national consumer, worker safety, or environmental 
standards unless the government pays 100 percent of the costs of state and local government 
enforcement and compliance. RESULT: Given the size of the national debt, it is unlikely that 
Congress would ever be able to create new standards.

Somehow, the GOP has managed to keep the details of the “Job Act” a secret. This lack of 
publicity has been so successful that Business Week magazine - one of the few publications to pay 
attention to the Act - called the Job Act a “stealth environmental policy” that amounts to “a 
guerilla war on green laws.”

To stop the Job Creation and Wage Enhancement Act, we need a massive outcry from concerned 
citizens. Contact our elected officials; tell them you oppose those portions of the Contract With 
America -- like the Job Creation and Wage Enhancement Act — that endanger our environment 
and public health.

Senator Arlen Specter 
Room 530, Hart SOB 
Washington, DC 20510 
717-782-3951 
202-224-4254 
800-222-2752

Senator Rick Santorum
B-40 Suite 2, Dirksen SOB 
Washington, DC 20510 
717-231-7540
202-224-6324

Rep. George Gekas
Room 2410, Rayburn HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
717-541-5507
202-225-4315
FAX 202-225-8440

Please renew your TMIA membership 
We Need You More Than Ever!

I Name Phone------- —-------------------------------- -------------------
j I
I Address Zip— -------
L . !I Membership:__ $15 Regular Member __ $50 Sustaining Member
I ■

$25 Non-Profit Org $100 Patron
I ~ I

$5 Low Income/Student $200 Club Member
I _ i
I Intervention Fund Contribution: □ $10 □ $20 □ $50 a$100
1 I

I Checks of $50 or more can be made payable to the TMI Legal Fund for I
i tax deduction purposes. ;

I RETURN TO: TMIA, 315 Peffer Street, Harrisburg, PA 17102
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ENVIRONMENTALISTS & SPORTSMEN JOIN FORCES

A coalition of environmental and sportsmen groups has formed to fight attempts by state GOP 
leaders to scale back environmental laws and regulations. The coalition, made up of groups 
ranging from the Sierra Club, to the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, to the Pennsylvania Federation 
of Sportsmen’s Clubs, recently launched a petition drive to show public support for environmental 
protection.

“While the voters did vote for change, they did not vote to dismantle environmental and public 
health protection measures,” said David Bymafi, chaifman of the Sierra Club’s Pennsylvania 
Chapter. He said that “many leaders, some newly elected to power, have misrepresented” last 
November’s GOP electoral landslide.

Already during this legislative session already, more than 80 bills and amendments have been 
introduced to change state environmental protection laws. Many of these measures threaten to 
weaken important environmental programs that protect public health, private property, and 
natural resources.

Here is the text of the petition:

This year, as we celebrate the 25th anniversary of Earth Day and the 24th anniversary of 
the Environmental Amendment to the Pennsylvania Constitution, we, the undersigned, 
affirm our support of the environment and call upon the Commonwealth to protect it. 
Because we believe a clean environment promotes a healthy economy and enhances the 
quality of life for our citizens and communities,
—We support public health protection and demand that the Commonwealth maintain and 
rigorously enforce strong water quality standards, air quality regulations; and waste 
cleanup requirements.
—We ask that more financial resources be allotted for acquisition, management, and 
conservation of our forests and parks.
—We recognize the interconnectedness of all things and call for initiatives to enhance 
biodiversity and to protect wetlands and wildlife habitat.

A copy of the petition is included with this newsletter. Additional copies of the petition can be 
obtained by calling Deanne Fogarty at the Sierra Club’s Pennsylvania Chapter at 717-232-0101. 
The petition drive will run until May 15; the coalition plans to present the petitions to Governor 
Ridge and the General Assembly in late May.

PULL THE PLUG ON ENERGY WASTE

The United States is by far the largest energy-consuming nation on Earth, with much of the 
energy simply wasted through careless and inefficient use. By becoming aware of how we use and 
misuse electricity on a daily basis, we become aware of the value of energy and of our wasteful 
habits. Over time, we can thus make better, thoughtful choices in our use of energy and make 
permanent changes in our behavior toward sustainable energy-use practices.

Here are some suggestions for energy savings in six energy-use categories:

Transportation: use mass transit, carpool, bicycle, walk;

Climate-control: reduce temperature settings, wear clothing appropriate to 
temperature, close unused rooms and vents, use curtains/blinds/shades for 
insulation, open/close windows to regulate air temperature;
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Lighting: turn off unneeded lights, instqll energy-efficient bulbs;

Water: reduce temperature setting on water heated, install water heater 
blanket/insulator, install low-flow showerhead, install water-displacement 
container in toilet tank;

Electronic communication: reduce use or turn off TV, radio, VCR, phone, FAX, 
computer, videogames;

Food preparation: prepare non-cooked.meals,<use solar cookers.

FUNDING RESTORED FOR TM1 HEALTH STUDY

In his recently-presented 1995-96 budget request, Governor Ridge failed to provide a line item in 
the Health Department’s budget to continue funding health studies begun after the accident at 
Three Mile Island. The decision to discontinue the studies brought a wave of criticism from health 
groups and TMI watchers, including TMIA. TMIA Chairperson Eric Epstein contacted State 
Senator John Shumaker and State representatives Bruce Smith and Ron Buxton to express 
concern over the program’s absence from the governor’s budget.

After being contacted by numerous groups and individuals demanding that the budget item be 
restored, Health Department spokesman Bob Fisher announced that even though the governor’s 
1995-96 budget proposal did not specifically include the TMI studies, the programs will continue 
at approximately their current funding levels. Fisher said there was “no reason in particular” why 
the health studies were no longer itemized in the budget proposal. This year, the department 
allocated $201,000 to examine the health effects of the TMI accident on people who were living 
near the plant during the 1979 accident.

CONGRESS CONSIDERS RADIOACTIVE WASTE POLICY

On March 2, the Senate Energy Committee held its first hearings on proposals to revamp the 
nation’s high-level nuclear waste policy. Two senate bills, S.167 (Johnston, La.) and S.443 
(Grams, Minn.) both seek to jumpstart the current stalled nuclear waste program by requiring the 
Department of Energy (DOE) to establish “interim” storage facilities for radioactive waste.

The senate hearing did not appear to go as the nuclear industry’s backers had planned. Despite 
Energy Committee Chairman Frank Murkowski’s stated intention to move a radioactive waste bill 
through the Senate this session, Murkowski appeared unsure of the direction he wants to take and 
has even suggested reviving a discussion of reprocessing nuclear waste, a discredited and 
uneconomical option.

Meanwhile, Senator Johnson, who is adamantly pro-nuclear, appeared frustrated by the lack of a 
clear nuclear industry preference and direction. Without a more cohesive industry view, Johnston 
fears that it may prove impossible to move a bill through Congress. Johnston pointed that out that 
although the Grams bill and a related House bill require DOE to accept nuclear waste by January 
31, 1998, no one really believes that it is possible to build an “interim” storage facility by that 
time, or even to build and license multi-purpose canisters to transport the waste. Johnston 
suggested that 2002 is a more realistic time frame. The industry, however, wants DOE to take 
title to and liability for the waste no later than 1998, regardless of whether a storage facility is 
built.

Senator Paul Wellstone (D-Minn.) questioned whether taxpayers should ever take title to and 
liability for the waste, and said he might accept “interim” storage if title and liability remained with 
the waste generators. Such a proposal is opposed by the nuclear industry, which wants to be rid
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of its nuclear waste as soon and as cheaply as possible.

Despite the fact that the nuclear industry seems unsure about what specifics to endorse, it is 
nonetheless true that the industry has spent considerable time and money over the past two years 
to achieve a nuclear waste program that solves its storage problems. The uncertainty within the 
pro-nuclear camp may mean that it has not yet determined how much it can get away with, and 
thus has not united behind a specific proposal. In any event, however, it is clear that the purpose 
of all of the “reform” legislation is to encourage the continued and even expanded usage of 
nuclear power — not to solve the as-yet unsolved problems stemming from atomic generation.

For complete copies of the bills, send $5.00 to Nuclear Information & Resource Service, 1424 
16th Street NW, Suite 601, Washington, DC 20036. The bills are also available from NIRSNET, 
from the NIRS library on America Online, or from the Library of Congress at 
http://www@thomas.loc.gov on the World Wide Web.

OPPOSITION MOUNTS TO PP&L RATE HIKE

State Consumer Advocate Irwin Popowsky doesn’t think that Pennsylvania Power & Light Co. 
deserves the nearly 12 percent rate increase it is seeking; instead, Popowsky is urging the Public 
Utilities Commission (PUC) to adopt a series of rate reductions that would result in revenues 
almost 3 % percent lower than what the utility receives currently.

The $261 million rate hike would result in a 13 percent profit margin for PP&L, well above the 
11.1 percent profit limit, contends Popowsky’s office. The lower profit rate would reduce the rate 
hike by $83 million. In addition, the utility should not be allowed to earn profits on excess 
capacity at its Susquehanna Unit 2 nuclear reactor; PP&L is asking for a return of $65 million on 
the unneeded capacity at the nuclear reactor. Eliminating the future decommissioning costs would 
cut another $45 million from the proposed rate increase. Finally, Popowsky argues that additional 
rate reductions of $73 million should be imposed on the utility.

As proposed by PP&L, the average residential electric bill would increase by more than 15 
percent, while corporate and industrial customers will see their bills go up only about 8-10 
percent. Because of the substantial increase in residential rates, low-income Pennsylvanians will be 
especially hard hit by the proposed increase. Popowsky has asked the PUC to revise the rate 
schedule so that residential customers would not have to shoulder such a large portion of the 
higher rates, if the PUC approves a higher rate. Advocates for low-income Pennsylvanians, 
including the Harrisburg Center for Peace & Justice, have also petitioned the PUC in opposition 
to the size and apportionment of the proposed rate increase.

Finally, Eric Epstein is one of over a dozen parties, including the Office of Consumer Advocate, 
the Department of Defense, Industrial Consumers Alliance, and Bethlehem Steel who are suing to 
prevent the $261 million annual rate from taking effect.

Epstein's intervention focuses on the cost to decommission the Susquehanna Nuclear Generating 
Station and the cost to manage low-level and high-level radioactive waste. Epstein has established 
through cross-examination of PP&L's witnesses that decommissioning costs have increased by 
553% since the 1980's, and that by the year 2002, PP&L will run out of spent fuel storage space. 
Epstein is arguing that the shareholder and not the ratepayer should pay for increased 
decommissioning and radioactive waste storage costs.

The PUC evidentiary hearings resume in late April, and continue during May; call TMIA for a 
schedule. The PUC is expected to rule on the rate increase by September. Anyone wishing to 
comment on the PP&L increase should contact the PUC administrative law judge who is 
gathering evidence and taking testimony. Send your comments to Michael C. Schnierle, ALJ, 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, PO Box 3265, Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265. Commenters

http://www@thomas.loc.gov
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are encouraged to send a copy of their letter to Mary Kenney, Assistant Consumer Advocate, 
Office of Consumer Advocate, 1425 Strawbei*ry Square, Harrisburg, PA 17120.

News Notes

^ Utilities, Consumers & Public Policy IV- a statewide forum for exchanging ideas on utility 
consumer problems, policies and programs. May 15,16 & 17, 1995, at the Nittany Lion Inn, 
University Park, PA. Hosted by the PA Public Utilities Commission and Penn State University. 
Call TMIA for a registration form. ,

««’Mine Drainage & Watersheds: A Regional Conference on Restoration & Management. June I- 
3, 1995, at Clarion University, Clarion, PA. For more information, contact Dr. Jack Williams, 
Biology Department, Clarion University, 814-226-2273, FAX 814-226-2731.

•s’PA Land Trust Handbook available. Comprehensive 200+ page manual covers the full range of 
topics related to land trusts, including starting and organizing a land trust; incorporating a land 
trust; attaining and maintaining tax-exempt status, land acquisition methods; conservation 
easements; and land trust management. The handbook is available for $10 from Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation, 214 State Street, Harrisburg, PA 17101. Phone: 717-234-5550.

f« Solar Today is a bimonthly magazine published by the American Solar Energy Society. Call 
TMIA for subscription information.

“’’The School of Living Permaculture Committee presents the 1995 Directory of Permaculture 
Education in Northeastern North America. The School, located in Cochranville, Pennsylvania, 
provides evening talks, one and two day workshops, and ten day and two week courses on all 
aspects of permaculture. The School of Living is an educational organization dedicated to 
learning and teaching philosophies, practices, and principles of living that create decentralized, 
ecologically sound, self-governed and humane communities. For more information about the 
educational programs of the School, call TMIA or write School of Living, RD 1, Box 185 A, 
Cochranville, PA 19330.
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To be presented to the Governor of Pennsylvania and to the General Assembly

Section 27

pnopenty of all the people. Including genenations yet 
to come.

consenue and maintain them fon the benef It of 
all the people.

cniisuluama Const! tution
The people haue a night to clean afa, pane too ten, and to the 

pnesenuatfon of the natunal, scenic, historic, and esthetic 
ualues of the enuinonment.

Pennsyloanla's public natunal nesounces ane the common

As tnustee of these nesounces, the Commonwealth shall

Petition
This year, as we celebrate the 25th anniversary of Earth Day and the 24th anniversary of the 

Environmental Amendment to the Pennsylvania Constitution, we, the undersigned, affirm our 
support of the environment and call upon the Commonwealth to protect it. Because we believe 
a clean environment promotes a healthy economy and enhances the quality of life for our citi
zens and communities,

••• We support public health protection and demand that the Commonwealth maintain 
and rigorously enforce strong water quality standards, air quality regulations; and 
waste cleanup requirements.

••• We ask that more financial resources be allocated for acquisition, management, and 
conservation of our forests and parks.

••• We recognize the interconnectedness of all things and call for initiatives to enhance 
biodiversity and to protect wetlands and wildlife habitat.

NAME ADDRESS

When petition is full, 
Please return to:

CONSERVATION NETWORK
PETITION DRIVE
P.O. BOX*158 >
HARRISBURG'/ PA 17108
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ALERT
Three Mile Island Alert
315 Peffer Street
Harrisburg, PA 17102-1834
Telephone: 717.233.7897 FAX: 717.233.3261

August 1995

)

ACTIVISTS TO COMMEMORATE HIROSHIMA, 
NAGASAKI BOMBINGS zX

This year marks the fiftieth anniversary of the U.S.’s nuclear bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Here is a.partial list of commemorative activities in the Harrisburg area:
' «' S

Saturday, Ally 29 - Saturday August .12, 11 a m. - 6 p.m., except Sundays - Sixth Annual 
Exhibition Arts for Peace & Justice, Sttawberry Square. An exhibition of socially concerned 
works of imaginative artists and writers.

Sunday, August 6 - Fellowship Hall, Market Square Presbyterian Church (Blackberry Street 
entrance) will be the site of the presentation of special messages from the mayors of Harrisburg, 
Hiroshima, and Nagasaki. Additionally, Free Our Planet of Nuclear Weapons, produced by the 
Japan Council Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs, and the award-winning Teaching Tolerance 
video will be shown. Discussion follows. Program runs from 7-9 p.m. Sponsored by the 
Harrisburg-Hiroshima-Nagasaki Committee

I

Sunday, August 13 - Candles on the Water, a traditional Japanese memorial ceremony, at the 
Peace Garden of Riverfront Park. Meet at Ohev Shalom Temple, Front and Seneca Street (Seneca 
Street entrance) and proceed to the Peace Garden at 7:30 p.m. for presentations by 
representatives of major religious denominations, then go to Maclay Street entrance of the River 
Walk to float candle-lit boats. Sponsored by the Harrisburg-Hiroshima-Nagasaki Committee, the 
Interreligious Forum, and Physicians for Social Responsibility.
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Here is a partial listing of commemorative activities in the Washington, D C. area:
J I

Saturday, August 5 - a large rally will occur at Lafayette Park across from the White House at 2 
p.m. Around 5 p.m., a procession will march to the Lincoln Memorial, where a live hook-up to 
the commemoration activities in Hiroshima will be in place.

Sunday, August 6 - Daniel Berrigan and Martin Sheen will speak at Washington’s National 
Cathedral, 7:30 p.m. For more information, call (202) 635-0441.

Monday, August 7 - Civil disobedience at the Pentagon, sponsored by Pax Christi. For more 
information, call (202) 635-0441.

. . , , \
t »

SOUTH CAROLINA DUMP CLEARED TO REOPEN TO NATION
from AP reports

On June 13, South Carolina approved reopening its low-level nuclear waste dump to the nation, 
easing pressure on hospitals, laboratories and nuclear power plants that have had to store the 
radioactive material. The action means companies and institutions that generate nuclear waste will 
be able to stop storing it in closets, trailers and outbuildings. "God bless them," said Jerry Rosen, 
a radiation safety officer at the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center. Storing the medical 
center's radioactive waste hasn't been as big a problem as the federal and state paperwork he has 
to complete, Rosen said. "So in that sense it's a relief to me because I hate paperwork." he said.

Low-level waste includes items such as hospital gloves and other equipment used in nuclear 
medicine and filters from nuclear power plants. Although it does not include spent fuel from 
nuclear reactors, it does include radioactive waste that is extremely dangerous and long-lived.

Please renew your TMIA membership

i •

i Name , ■ PhoneI ------------------ ------------------ «------------------ -------------------------
! • ' . , i
I Address_________________________________Zip___________
i 7 ' . I

I Membership: ___ $15 Regular Member ___$50 Sustaining Member •
< i
i ' - i
I ___ $25 Non-Profit Org ___ $100 Patron

!
$5 Low Income/Student $200 Club Member

Intervention Fund Contribution: □ $10 □ $20 □ $50 □ $100 
I Checks of $50 or more can be made payable to the TMI Legal Fund for ■ 

tax deduction purposes.
I I

RETURN TO: TMIA, 315 Peffer Street, Harrisburg, PA 17102
I____________________________________________________________________ j
| The official registration and financial information for Three Mile Island Alert may be obtained from the | 
I PA Department of State by calling toll free, within PA, 1 -800-732-0999. Registration does not imply I 
I endorsement.I . I
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The Barnwell County landfill closed to all but eight states in the Southeast Compact last July. It 
was scheduled to close entirely this December, but Republican Gov. David Beasley asked the 
legislature to reopen it to everyone for as long as 10 years. Beasley said the state needed the 
money and the nation needed a disposal site. The only other low-level dump, in Hanford, 
Washington, serves only a handful of states»

*

PENNSYLVANIA TO GET WASTE DUMP REJECT
from the May 24, 1995, Titusville (PA) Herald

Chem-Nuclear Systems, Inc. (CNSI), the firm under contract to site PA's planned low-level 
radioactive waste (LLRW) dump will receive the services of a man forced to leave a similar 
position in North Carolina. David Ebenhack, CNSI's project manager for a proposed NC 
radioactive waste site, was forced to leave his position in April, according to Chatham County, 
NC Research Coordinator Mary MacDowell. MacDowell said Ebenhack was transferred to 
CNSI's PA project, and she said he reportedly will work with a team to find a community to 
volunteer to host the radioactive waste site in PA.

In turn, the PA Project Manager for CNSI, Walt Newcomb, has been sent to NC as "temporary" 
project manager to replace Ebenhack, MacDowell said. Letters from Law Engineering, a 
subcontractor to CNSI, list Newcomb's title as manager of the N.C. Project, MacDowell said

Tammy Latshaw, a spokesperson for Venango County-based STORM, an environmental group, 
initially told The Herald about the CNSI personnel switch, based on her contacts in NC and news 
articles there. MacDowell confirmed Latshaw's comments. "Why is PA getting a man that's not 
good enough for NC?” Latshaw said.

!* X
MacDowell said Ebenhack was forced out of the NC project by the head of that state's 
management authority to oversee radioactive waste dump plans, John MacMillan. MacDowell 
said Ebenhack spoke of his transfer to PA at the NC Authority's April 26 meeting, but said he 
would continue to have some involvement in that state. MacDowell described the NC project as 
"a disaster" beset by questionable scientific work and cost overruns by CNSI, undef Ebenhack's 
leadership.

To some degree, however, Ebenhack might be a "scapegoat" to take the fall for his superiors at 
CNSI, MacDowell said. In NC, CNSI's cost estimates for studying and licensing a site have 
skyrocketed fipm $21 million to $90 million since 1989, which does not include a reported $23 
million spent thus far by the state. Latshaw questioned why CNSI pulled Newcomb out of PA at a 
time when the company's cost increases here are under investigation. Newcomb was in charge of 
the program. In PA, an audit shows that CNSI already has spent the $3 l-to-$33 million allocated 
to site and license a dump, and now is requesting an additional $50 to $90 million from the 
taxpayers.

■ t

PENNSYLVANIA SEEKS VOLUNTEER TO HOST NUCLEAR DUMP

Governor Tom Ridge and James Seif, secretary of the Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP), are hoping that a Pennsylvania community will step forward and agree to accept a nuclear 
dump. State officials say they will court civic groups and elected officials in hopes of finding a 
municipality willing to at least consider hosting a dump. DEP officials plan to spend $6 million to 
finance the marketing program. DEP claims that fees, tax breaks, and revenue from dumping 
nuclear waste will generate about $1 billion for the host community during the facility’s 30-year 
lifetime. Additionally, DEP would provide the volunteer community with independent monitoring 
of air, water, and soil within three miles of the site, and free health monitoring for birth defects 
and cancer within five miles of the site.

3
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Although the dump would officially be a low-level radioactive waste (LLRW) dump, some of the 
nuclear waste deposited in the dump will remain radioactive for thousands of years. (A recent 
DEP letter assured the nuclear industry that the dump site will accept carbon-14, which has a half
life of 5,730 years. The nuclear industry had been concerned that Pennsylvania might ban 
radionuclides whose half-lives are greater than a certain number of years, as has been suggested at 
some of the other regional LLRW dumps). At least 90 percent of the radioactivity present in the 
dump will come from the nuclear power industry.

DEP is hoping that its aggressive marketing campaign will speed the siting of a dump site, which 
is already four years behind schedule. Recently, the House Legislative Budget and Finance 
Committee learned that CNSI, the company hired to find and build the site, will need another five 
years and $55 to $90 million to find a dump site. CNSI’s original contract called for a site to be 
found in four years at a cost of $30 million.

In addition to financial problems, there is growing opposition to a dump site. For example, when 
elected officials in Hellam Township, York County expressed an interest in receiving information 
about becoming a volunteer site, local citizens organized to oppose the dump. Their efforts 
eventually resulted in the passage of a local ordinance that would make it almost impossible for 
Chem-Nuclear to site a dump in the township.

Despite citizen opposition, state officials are convinced that they can defuse concerns about 
radioactive wastes. “There is no question in my mind that the risks of this facility are truly 
minimal,” said William Domsife, director of DEP’s Bureau of Radiation Protection. “You have to 
postulate an incredible scenario ... to get a dose that exceeds natural background radiation.”

Defusing concerns about radioactive wastes may be more difficult than DEP officials will admit. 
According to the U.S. General Accounting Office (GAO), “no studies have been conducted of the 
overall environmental effects of the one existing and 11 planned disposal facilities for 
commercially generated low-level waste.” It is known, however, that four of the six original low- 
level waste sites suffered environmental problems and one (Maxey Flats in Kentucky) is on the 
Superfund toxic site cleanup list.

Eric Epstein, a spokesperson for TMIA, said DEP’s proposal will put communities in the position 
of weighing short-term economic gains against long-term health risks. “There is something 
fundamentally wrong when you are trying to locate a facility of any type and you are unable to do 
so without economic blackmail. If you let it be sited on its merits, there shouldn’t be the need to 
economically bribe a community to become a host site.”

MEANWHILE, AT CHERNOBYL...

On July 5, Reuter reported that the concrete tomb at Chernobyl needs repairs and eventually will 
need to be replaced by a second sarcophagus. A French team will present designs for a the new 
tomb next week. A spokesman for Chernobyl said that steel support pillars could collapse and an 
earthquake could flatten the structure along with the tons of nuclear fuel still trapped inside.

On July 9, UPI reported that mutant mice are surviving at Chernobyl. Researchers from the 
University of Georgia's Savannah River Ecology Laboratory said mutations which occurred 
would have taken 10 million years to occur naturally. Usually genetic damage signals a cell to die 
or enlists repair enzymes to restore the genetic code. Problems arise when genetic mistakes aren't 
fixed and persist as mutations. Such genetic errors lead to birth defects or cancer

While Chernobyl mice don't look like mutants they have many breaks in their DNA. The scientists 
captured five field mice from the Chernobyl area and compared their DNA with the DNA of five 
field mice from outside the area. The scientists then examined a gene called cytochrome B that, 
because it is passed directly from mother to offspring and changes slowly, is
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considered a genetic clock. >

The field mice from outside the irradiated area had essentially the same cytochrome B gene. But 
in the Chernobyl mice the gene sequences as well as their proteins were all different. In fact, the 
difference in the genes between normal mice and the Chernobyl mice was greater than that found 
between mice and rats, species that diverged some 15 million years ago.

ELECTRIC UTILITIES ATTACK RENEWABLE ENERGY, ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY TECHNOLOGIES

The future of renewable energy and energy efficiency technologies is facing a serious threat as a 
result of a concerted effort by electric utilities to repeal two key federal laws, according to a 
growing coalition of environmental, public interest, and renewable energy groups.

The two federal laws targeted for repeal by utilities are the Public Utility Holding Company Act 
(PUHCA) and the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act (PURPA). If these laws are repealed, the 
resulting increased monopoly power of electric utilities would represent a grave threat to the 
future of sustainable energy in the U.S., according to coalition leaders.,

' ' ‘ f

PUHCA was passed to force the massive holding companies that controlled the U.S. electric 
industry in the 1920s and 1930s to be more accountable to local citizens and government. Today, 
PUHCA provides support to the efforts of environmental and consumer advocates by promoting 
local control and accountability.

PURPA requires wholesale power sales between Utilities and independent power producers 
known as “qualifying facilities.” PURPA has been largely responsible for the rise,of competition in 
electricity generation and of the renewable power industry, according to Jirq Sims, a spokesperson 
for the Geothermal Energy Association. PURPA has been the single most important driving force 
in encouraging the cost-effective development of America’s clean, secure, and domestic energy 
sources. “Renewable energy technologies are beginning to make huge strides forward toward 
commercial realization. Now is not the time to diminish that effort by retreating from competition 
and granting more abusive monopoly power to utilities,” Sims added

According to David Lapp of the Environmental Action Foundation, the repeal of PUHCA would 
allow utilities to move key operations into holding company subsidiaries that are beyond the reach 
of regulators. Repeal would allow local monopoly franchises to be owned by a company that had 
little interest in local consumer and environmental goals. Lapp said that, “as long as utilities 
continue to own monopolies in distribution, transmission, information, metering, billing, and 
energy efficient services, then federal protections against anti-competitive, anti-consumer, and 
anti-environmental behavior — measures like the PUHCA — remain necessary.”

HOUSE VOTES TO GUT ENERGY EFFICIENCY STANDARDS

On July 18, the House of Representatives voted to eliminate funding for the Department of 
Energy's (DOE) building codes and energy efficiency standards programs. On an amendment 
offered by Representative Mike Parker (D-MS), the House voted 261-165 to cut $12.8 million 
from DOE's codes and standards program.

Energy efficiency standards for appliances, authorized first under the National Appliance 
Conservation Act in 1978 and then expanded as part of the Energy Policy Act of 1992, provide 
for the DOE to set minimum levels of efficiency for a wide range of products, including 
refrigerators, washing machines, hot water heaters, air conditioning systems, lighting systems, 
ovens and small electric motors Efficiency standards set by DOE generate a $1,000 return in 
energy savings for every $1 spent by the federal government.
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Appliance efficiency standards adopted to date will save consumers $132 billion net over the life 
of the products covered and avoid the need for 58,000 Megawatts (MW) of new capacity, or the 
equivalent of more than 100 nuclear or coal-fired plants. Freezing ongoing and future 
rulemakings could cost consumers over $100 billion in lost energy savings over the next 30 years 
and create the need for an additional 37,300 MW of new capacity, or the equivalent of 75 coal or 
nuclear plants by the year 2015.

The Parker amendment also stops DOE from continuing to work with states on upgrading 
building codes to ensure that builders utilize energy efficiency measures in new construction that 
are cost-effective on a lifecycle basis, rather than constructing buildings with the lowest first cost.

"Energy efficiency is the most cost-effective and environmentally benign way to reduce our 
reliance on dirty and dangerous energy sources," said Bill Magavem, Director of Public Citizen's 
Critical Mass Energy Project. "Members who voted for the Parker amendment have sentenced 
consumers to higher energy bills and dirtier air. In this case, regulations providing economic and 
environmental benefits at little cost have been singled out for no good reason. Only a handful of 
companies benefit from such an ill-conceived proposal."

NRC HAS FAILED TO CLEAN UP RADIOACTIVE SITES

The NRC’s much-heralded Site Decommisioning Management Plan (SDMP) — the agency’s 
effort to clean up potentially hundreds of radioactively-contaminated commercial nuclear sites 
across the country — is failing, according to a new report from the U.S. General Accounting 
Office (GAO).

Although the NRC began its program in 1990, GAO found that through December 1994, NRC 
contractors had reviewed only about 75% of the estimated 38,500 terminated nuclear licenses in 
question. Of those, 22 were found to exceed NRC guidelines for radioactive contamination, while 
another 895 sites had supplied documentation so inadequate that it was impossible to assess 
contamination levels.

The NRC does not plan to complete review of the remaining 9500 terminated licenses in question 
until 1996, and, according to the GAO, “it will take several additional years to review the 
contractor’s work and conduct inspections that may be needed to assess contamination at the 
sites.”

In 1993, the NRC said that 11 of the 52 sites placed on the SDMP would be cleaned by April 
1994. In fact, only three were cleaned up. The SDMP currently contains a list of 50 sites, thirty of 
these are contaminated with large amounts of radioactive waste, with some sites having as much 
as 10 million cubic feet of contaminated soil.

According to the Nuclear Information and Resource Service (NIRS), the failure of the SDMP 
program and the NRC’s inability to compel clean up of contaminated sites is best seen not as a 
failure of the NRC — which has allocated considerable resources to the effort. Rather, it is an 
inevitable reality of the nuclear age. It is expensive and difficult, perhaps even impossible, to fully 
clean the dangerous garbage generated so foolishly and stored so haphazardly. And with more 
than 21,000 active sites across the county not even included in the GAO study, the problem is 
likely to grow far worse before it gets better.

I
NUCLEAR INDUSTRY INSPECTOR QUITS

A top nuclear industry engineer, under contract with the NRC to review Individual Plant 
Examination (IPE) submittals, has quit performing reviews and blasted the review process. In a

6
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March 17, 1995, memo to the NRC, John Darby, an engineer with 19 years of experience in the 
nuclear industry, wrote that he has been told by NRC staffers not to “look so hard and don’t ask 
so much.” „ N

The NRC’s IPE program is an effort to determine, on a reactor-specific basis, the possibilities for 
serious accidents. Armed with that information, the NRC and utilities can then address any 
outstanding reactor-specific issues. Many important generic safety issues, such as the reliability of 
GE Mark I containments, have been folded into the IPE process.

Darby’s memo suggests that the IPE process will not achieve the desired results. According to the 
memo, “I am not allowed to visit the plants whose submittal I am evaluating. It is impossible for 
me to perform a quality review of a detailed study of a plant without visiting the plant. For 
example, I am tasked to review the analysis of.intemal flooding in the IPE, but without visiting 
the plant I cannot determine where the water from a leak goes and what equipment is impacted.” 
Darby’s memo concluded that “the review process being used by the NRC for the IPEs is 
insufficient to provide a technically-supportable basis for the use of risk-based regulations.”

THE EFMR MONITORING GROUP AT THREE MILE ISLAND

The EFMR Monitoring Group at TMI is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that monitors 
radiation trends in the TMI area. The Group was formed as a result of a settlement between Eric 
Epstein and GPU Nuclear.

EFMR owns 60 Radalert monitors which measure beta and gamma radiation; these monitors are 
deployed at 50 stations in eight Pennsylvania counties around the TMI nuclear reactor station. 
There are two additional Radalert stations in Maryland. EFMR has five low-volume air samplers 
installed on the East and West shores of TMI. The Group also enjoys on-line access to the GPU 
Reuter-Stokes gamma monitoring system as well as information from a remote temperature 
detector installed at the base of the TMI-2 reactor vessel.

/
If you wish to receive the EFMR Monitor, contact Eric Epstein, Coordinator, EFMR Monitoring 
Group, 2308 Brandywine Drive, Harrisburg, PA 17110 or call (717) 541-1101. The Group’s 
internet e-mail address is eepstein@igc.apc.org. There is no cost for the newsletter.

NRC PROPOSES TO REDUCE OFFSITE MONITORING

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission is requesting public comments on its plan to reduce the 
amount of offsite monitoring around selected nuclear facilities. Currently, 27 States are under 
contract with the NRC to conduct the monitoring. The NRC will evaluate the public comments 
and make a decision this year on its plan to reduce the amount of monitoring work done by the 
States in 1996.

The 27 States have been provided funding under cooperative agreements, since the mid-1970s, to 
collect and analyze samples taken periodically from the air, water, soil and food products (milk 
and food crops) around the selected licensed facilities. Results of the sample analyses are 
compared by the States with similar analyses made by the respective nuclear facility. This 
information is then sent to the NRC where it is used as a supplemental tool in cross-checking the 
performance of environmental monitoring programs conducted by the nuclear facility.

Licensees are under strict NRC requirements to monitor and control radioactive materials released 
to the air, water and ground around their facilities. The NRC inspects and reviews licenses 
conformance with the requirements on a regular basis.

Under the new proposal, the NRC will no longer contract with the States to sample and analyze
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the air, water, and ground for radiation levels. The States will continue, however, to participate in 
a NRC program that uses a network of small devices called thermoluminescent dosimeters 
(TLDs). The devices provide continuous measurement of radiation levels on the air in areas 
around selected nuclear facilities.

TMI TEST CASES SET FOR COURT

In early May, 1995, Judge Sylvia Rambo, chief judge of the U.S. District Court for the Middle 
District of Pennsylvania, issued a non-negotiable trial schedule for a handful of the approximately 
2,000 claims filed by residents who lived near TMI at the time of the 1979 accident.

“For a myriad of reasons, ranging from the complexity of the legal issues presented to the dilatory 
tactics of the parties involved in the captioned action, litigation on the approved test cases has 
progressed at a painfully slow pace. With the goal of seeing the initial rounds of this litigation 
completed before the turn of the century, the court has composed the attached non-negotiable 
case management schedule,” Rambo wrote.

Under the schedule, all depositions from defendants, including GPUN, must be completed by 
September 9, 1995. Briefs on motions to dismiss the claims must be filed by April 8, 1996. In 
addition to the health-related lawsuits covered by Judge Rambo’,s order, there are 72 tourism- 
related lawsuits claiming that the accident devastated businesses. Judge Rambo’s order does not 
cover the loss-of-business claims.

NEWS NOTES

®^The Central Pennsylvania Speakers’ Bureau of the Chesapeake Bay Foundation is currently 

seeking opportunities to address civic organizations, church groups, and other community groups 
that would like to learn more about how they can “Save the Bay.” Speakers are equipped with 
videos, photographs and slides, posters, and “how-to” resources designed to educate and activate 
any audience. For more information, call Melinda Downey in the Pennsylvania office (717) 234- 
5550.

Recent publications we heard about:

The Petkau Effect: The Devastating Effect of Nuclear Radiation on Human Health and the 
Environment, by Ralph Graeub. New revised 1995 edition, updated foreword and postscript 
Offers a cogent look at the unexpectedly severe consequences of atomic energy for humanity and 
the environment. Cost $14.95 plus $2.00 postage. To order, call 1-800-626-4848

Dioxin: The Orange Resource Book (\995, WD Press, St. Louis) Provides activists with 
information they need to oppose toxics in their communities Stories of ongoing struggles 
describe organizing tactics developed by authors, dead ends which communities must avoid, and 
tricks used by corporate polluters and their allies in government. Cost $7.00 from Gateway Green 
Alliance, P.O. Box 8094, St. Louis, MO 63156.

®^TMIA has purchased the following books and will loan them to members:
Saving the Planet: How to Shape an Environmentally Sustainable Global Economy and 
Power Surge: Guide to the Coming Energy Revolution
Call the office (717-233-7897) to make arrangements for a loan

8
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Ratepayers To Pay TMI-2 
Cleanup Bill
from UPI Wire and PR Newswire Reports

On September 20, the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court ruled on an appeal filed 
by Metropolitan Edison Co. affirming 
the company's right to collect from 
Met-Ed customers the non-accident 
related portion of Three Mile Island 
Unit 2 (TMI-2) decommissioning costs. 
The ruling overturns a lower court 
ruling, which was appealed by the 
utility in August, 1994. Met-Ed owns 
50% of TMI-2.

State Consumer Advocate Irwin 
Popowsky said it was unfair to force
customers to foot the bill for the He added," In late 1991, Met-Ed
cleanup. "We felt that ratepayers should voluntarily wrote off $40 million, its 

share of the estimated portion of 
decommissioning costs related to the 
accident. Today's ailing allows us to 
recover the fest we would have 
incurred with or without the accident.

not have to pay for costs of 
decommissioning a plant that provided 
them with no service," Popowsky said 
Popowsky noted that the March 1979 
accident that crippled the Unit 2 reactor 
occurred just 90 days after the unit 
went on line. "TMI-2 was of no use to 
ratepayers, and we argued that as a 
matter of law, customers should not 
have to pay for it," he said.

Applauding the state Supreme Court 
ruling, Met-Ed/Penelec President Fred 
D. Hafer called it "the right and fair 
thing to do." He added, "We still 
believe that in 1993, when the PUC 
made its driginal order allowing the 
costs to be charged to customers, they 
achieved a correct balance between the 

interests of consumers and investors." 
Hafer said, "At the time of the original 
PUC ruling in 1993, opponents 
questioned the allowance for TMI-2 
because of its accident. Today's 
response by the Supreme Court clearly 
asserts that the obligation to 
decommission was imposed by federal 
law on our company, as it is on all 
companies that own nuclear generators, 
when the plant began operation. This 
obligation still exists despite the 
accident."

Hafer said, "We plan to decommission 
TMI-1 and TMI-2 together at the end 
of TMl-l's useful operation. As of this 
time, the license for TMI-1 is due to 
expire in 2014." Company officials 
expect that in its next rate case, 
Pennsylvania Electric Co., which owns 
25% of TM1, will ask to collect a 
proportionate amount from its 
customers. Met-Ed and Penelec have 
been operating under combined 
management since February, 1994.

(Continued on bottom of page 3. col. 1) 

Ten Years After TMI-1 
Restart, Plant Remains 
Plagued With Chronic 
Problems

October 4, 1995, marked the tenth 
anniversary of the restart of Three Mile 
Island Unit-1 (TMI-1). Despite glowing 
reports from the plant’s operators and 
the nuclear industry, TMI-1 remains a 
symbol of nuclear incompetence. TMIA 
has released a detailed report entitled 
Problems Since Unit-1 Restart that 
details and documents technical, 
mechanical, and managerial problems 
at TMI-1 since the 1985 restart

TMIA Chairperson Eric Epstein stated, 
“Many of the contentious issues 
litigated from 1979 through 1985 
remain unresolved and present safety 
challenges to TMI’s operators and the 
general public.” Epstein noted that, 
“TMI has a disproportionate number of 
steam generator tubes removed from 
service, chronic water chemistry 
problems, problematic control rod 
mechanisms, leaking fuel Assemblies, 
sub-par fire protection, and severe 
housekeeping deficiencies.”

TMIA has prepared an easy-to-use 
Executive Summary that cross 
references and substantiates the many 
problems at TMI-1. Contact the TMIA 
Office for a copy.
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(Three Mile Island Alert

Three Mile Island Alert (TMIA) is a 
non-profit citizens’ organization 
dedicated to the promotion of safe
energy alternatives to nuclear power, 
especially the Three Mile Island 
nuclear plant.

Formed in 1977 after the construction 
and licensing of TMI Umt-1 and the 
construction of the infamous Unit-2, 
TMIA is the largest and oldest safe
energy group in central Pennsylvania.
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TMIA Planning Council
Eric Epstein, Chair /

Bill Cologie, Vice-Chair 
Betsy Robinson, Treasurer 
Kay Pickering, Secretary 

Scott Portzline
1 Jerry Schultz

Gene Stilp
Vera Stuchinski

This newsletter is published 
approximately 6 times per year.
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Harrisburg, PA 17102 
Phone: (717) 233-7897 
FAX: (717) 233-3261

TMIA Announces “Dues Amnesty” 
Program
For years, TMIA has had an unwritten 
policy of mailing the TMIA newsletter 
to anyone who requested it. Although 
our official policy was that the 
newsletter was mailed only to current 
members, there are many former 
members who have been receiving the 
newsletter but have not paid their dues 
in years. Unfortunately, the number of 
such former members has reached a 
rather substantial number and has 
necessitated a change in membership 
policy. ■

At its October 1995 meeting, the TMIA 
Planning Council voted to increase 
Regular Member dues from $ 15 to $20 
per year, beginning in 1996. For 
newsletter subscribers who do not wish 
to become members of TMIA, $ 10 per 
year will secure your newsletter 
subscription. Most importantly, those 
members or former members who do 
not renew their membership op a yearly 
basis will no longer receive the TMIA 
newsletter.

Your mailing label on the front page 
contains the date of your membership 
expiration. If your membership has 
expired before 1996, then you need to 
renew your membership before 1996 in 
order to be assured of receiving the next 
TMIA newsletter. If your membership 
expires after the start of 1996, you can 
renew now or wait until your actual 
expiration date.

We hope that all of you who were dues- 
paying members of TMIA will renew 
your membership Pennsylvania faces 
some weighty decisions regarding 
nuclear waste, both high-level and low- 
level, and TMIA needs your support to 
be able to confront the nuclear 
juggernaut. '

Here is just a sample of the issues we 
expect to heat up in the years ahead:

^Siting and construction of a nyclear 
waste dump somewhere in 
Pennsylvania.

i^Three Mile Island will run out of 
space to store spent nuclear fuel; we 
expect that TMI will ask the NRC for 
permission to warehouse the spent fuel 
on the island.

«*The operating license for Three Mile 
Island will expire; we expect that TMI 
will ask the NRC for a license 
extension so that the plant can continue 
to operate.

c*The eventual shut down and 
decommissioning of Three Mile Island.

While some of these events will not 
occur until the turn of the century, we 
know that the folks at TMI are already 
planning how to stretch every last 
dollar out of TMI and out of the 
ratepayers

£ r — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
I Please renew your TMIA membership
1 Name_______________________________________________ Phone__________________________

I Address_________________i______________ _ Zip___________ ____

1 Membership: □ $20 Regular Member □ $50 Sustaining Member

□ $25 Non-Profit Org □ $100 Patron

□ $5 Low Income/Student J $200 Club Member □ $10 Newsletter only

1 Intervention Fund Contribution: J $10 □ $20 □ $50 □ $100 -
Checks of $50 or more can be made payable to the TMI Legal Fund for tax deduction purposes.

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

RETURN TO: TMIA, 315 Peffer Street, Harrisburg, PA 17102

The official registration and financial information for Three Mile Island Alert may be obtained from the PA 
Department of State by calling toll free, within PA, 1-800-732-0999, Registration does not imply endorsement
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Wrong Message Sent on TMI
from a Harrisburg Patriot-News Editorial

Nevertheless, ratepayers have hardly 
been protected from the cost of the 
accident, having paid something on the 
order of $ 125 million toward clean up 
of the accident, $443 million toward the 
cost of building the plant, and more 
than $1 billion to purchase replacement 
power.

And now for the next 20 years, 
ratepayers will be paying about 2 
percent of their electric bill toward the 
cost of final disposal of what may well 
rank as the most expensive nuclear 
plant ever built. And it should surprise 
no one if the ultimate cost of 
dismantling Unit 2 proves to be higher 
than the $ 171 million now estimated.*

But whether it is or not, the cards have 
already been stacked against 
ratepayers. When the final accounting 
is held, they will have paid more for a 
nuclear plant that barely generated any 
electricity than if the plant had provided 
full and reliable service. Whatever the 
legal rationale for the court’s last word 
on the matter, it sends the wrong 
message about who should properly 
bear the burden of nuclear-plant 
mishaps.

What may well have been the last battle 
to be fought over who pays for the 
consequences of the 1979 accident at 
Three Mile Island Unit 2 nuclear 
reactor is over and the losers - no 
surprise here - are ratepayers.

Rewarding incompetence, the state 
Supreme Court has ruled that 
Metropolitan Edison Co., 50 percent 
owner of the damaged power plant, can 
collect $8.3 million a year from 
ratepayers toward the non-accident 
related costs of dismantling the facility. 
The court ruled that whether there had 
been an accident or not, the plant would 
have to be dismantled from service, a 
cost properly borne by customers, it 
said, otherwise the utility would be left 
“with no means of recouping a 
legitimate cost of providing service to 
the public ... .”

The court conveniently overlooked the 
fact that the plant failed to provide

' service to the public of any 
significance, experiencing the worst 
accident at a commercial nuclear plant 
in the nation’s history three months 
after going into service. Under normal 
circumstances, a nuclear plant is 
expected to produce power for 30 years 
or more./

In a landmark ruling in the aftermath of 
the accident, the state Public Utilities 
Commission had ruled that TMI’s 
owners could not earn a return on their 
investment because Unit 2 never 
achieved “used and useful” status.

Financial Report to 
the Membership
In May 1995, the TMI A Planning 
Council hired Miller and Associates 
(CPA) to conduct a financial review of 
TMlA’s finances. Here is a summary of 
the full report, which is on file and 
available at the TMI A office:

For the year ended December 31, 
1994

15th Anniversary Conference
Income
Expenses

$17,018.20
$17,018.20

Concert
Income from tickets
Grants
Expenses

$28,828.34
$11,838.40
$11,359.93

Other Income
Membership Dues
Sales
Grants
Interest Income

$1,628.60
$761.78
$100 00
$180.24

Ending Balance (12/31/1994) 
$23,718.00

Current Balance (09/20/1995) 
$15,485.50

The next meeting Pf the TMI A 
Planning Council is Thursday, 
December 7, 199.5, at 6:30 p.m at the 
TM1A Office All members are 
welcome to attend.

(Continued from page 1)

Completely separate from 
decommissioning, which is done by all 
nuclear plants, is the radiological 
cleanup process which was required in 
the wake of the 1979 TMI-2 accident 
This program, costing about one billion 
dollars, was completed in December 
1993, when the plant was placed in 
monitored storage. Hafer said that 
Met-Ed customers paid about $124 
million, or 12 percent of the total 
cleanup cost for the accident, while 
their electric rates remained competitive 
with those of the neighboring utilities.

Popowsky said there were no grounds 
for an appeal to the U.S. Supreme 
Court because the issue was a matter of 
state law, and the state supreme court 
has the last word. TMI-2 has been shut 
down since the mishap that is the 
nation's worst nuclear accident.

Local Public Document Room for Peach Bottom and 
Three Mile Island to be Closed Temporarily

The State Library of Pennsylvania in 
Harrisburg, which serves as the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s 
local public document room for the 
Peach Bottom Atomic Power Station 
and Three Mile Island Nuclear Station, 
will be closed to the public for six 
months to a year while lead is removed 
from the building.

NRC records through mid-1995 will 
not be accessible to the public at this 
library while work is being done. 
During the lead removal project, NRC 
records from mid-1995 forward will be 
available on microfiche in an 
accessible part of the library. Library 
staff will continue to perform online 

searches in the NRC’s NUDOCS 
database to help patrons identify 
agency records

Those interested in using the 
Harrisburg local public document 
room while that area is closed should 
contact the State Library of 
Pennsylvania at (717) 787-2327. 
Requests for records should be made to 
the NRC’s Public Document Room at 
(800) 397-4209.

RECYCLED PAPER 
By American Quick Print



Three Mile Island Alert Page 4

Third Circuit Allows Punitive Damages 
in TMI Case
from BNA State Environment Daily

Unusual Corrosion Found 
on TMI Assemblies
from Nucleonics Week

The owners, operators, and suppliers of 
Three Mile Island must defend against 
personal injury and punitive damage 
claims by some 2,100 Pennsylvania 
residents allegedly injured in the 1979 
nuclear accident, a federal appeals 
court ruled in companion cases Oct. 17.

In 3-0 rulings, the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Third Circuit said the 
plaintiffs have already proved the 
defendants released excessive radiation 
into the environment in violation of 
federal regulatory statutes. To recover 
at trial, the plaintiffs need only 
establish that they were harmed by the 
release. Trial for 10 bellwether^ 
plaintiffs with various cancers is set for 
June 1996 in the U.S. District Court for 
the Middle District of Pennsylvania.

The appeals court said punitive 
damages are allowable under the 
Price-Anderson Act for nuclear 
accidents occurring before 1988 The 
opinion noted that exemplary awards 
may be limited by the trial judge in 
accordance with the financial 
constraints of the act’s insurance fund.

Plant owner General Public Utilities 
said in a statement that it was confident 
any liability would be covered by 
insurance or the act's multibillion dollar 
secondary protection fund.

In the key ruling on the standard of care 
governing the case, the court held the 
plaintiffs must show the defendants 
permitted a radiation release in excess 
of two millirems an hour or 100 
millirems in a week—a higher standard 
supported by the defendants.

z
The court said it saw no reason why the 
maximum dose limit, set at the time by 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission for 
a plant's normal operations, should not 
apply during nuclear accidents. The 
more lenient standard sought by the 
plaintiffs—which would limit releases to 
a level "as low as reasonably 
achievable"—would result in what is 
essentially a negligence standard, 
allowing juries to decide permissible 
radiation levels on a plant-by-plant 
basis and giving operators no real 
guidance.

But in a key victory for the plaintiffs, 
the court said releases at the higher 

standard need only be measured at the 
boundary of the facility and not, as the 
defendants urged, at the point of alleged 
exposure—in the community where the 
plaintiffs lived and worked Thus, it 
makes no difference whether any 
plaintiff was actually present in the 
area where the release occurred, the 
court said. The opinion explained that 
the NRC's predecessor, the Atomic 
Energy Commission, already balanced 
public safety and operational 
practicality in promulgating these rules 
and courts should not second-guess 
those judgments.

Because the defendants already 
conceded that a release measurable at 
the plant's boundary occurred, the court 
said the plaintiffs proved a breach of 
duty and now need only establish 
causation and damages.

The court rejected defense arguments 
that Pennsylvania's punitive damage 
rules, which are premised upon 
punishment and deterrence, are 
incompatible with the Price-Anderson 
Act, which limits .the liability of nuclear 
plant defendants for harm from nuclear 
accidents.

Although amendments to the 
Price-Anderson law bar punitive 
damages in all cases accruing after 
1988, the court said the act's objectives 
will not be frustrated by allowing 
punitive damages for accidents 
occurring before that date.

The court noted that the U.S. Supreme 
Court explicitly permitted punitive 
damages in nuclear accident cases in 
Silkwdod v. Kerr-McGee Corp. 
Congress could easily have barred all 
punitive damages when it adopted the 
1988 amendments, yet it chose not to, 
the court said.

The court recognized that several large 
punitive damages awards might deplete 
the fund, but said that inequity was 
built into the statutory scheme. And, the 
court noted, nothing in the act 
precludes a district court from limiting 
"or even precluding punitive damages in 
accordance with the financial 
constraints of the fund and the act's 
prohibition against punitive awards 
being paid out of the federal layer of 
insurance."

GPU Nuclear Corp. (GPUN) has found 
what is describes as "an unusual 
buildup of corrosion products" on about 
40 of Three Mile Island-l's 177 fuel 
assemblies. GPUN found the corrosion 
during inspections that are part of a 
refueling outage that began September 
8, 1995.

The corrosion products, deposited on 
the assemblies by cooling water, have 
caused some thinning of individual fuel 
rods, GPUN said in a September 26 
press release. "Engineers are using 
underwater video cameras to inspect the 
rods and are performing electronic tests 
on rods that show signs of corrosion 
buildup," the utility said. "Rods that 
show thinning are being replaced." 
GPUN has gathered a team to evaluate 
the cause of the corrosion build-up.

Inspections also have revealed pin-sized 
holes or flaws in nine rods in five 
assemblies, GPUN said. Defective rods 
in four of the assemblies have been 
replaced and the fifth assembly, which 
was scheduled to be removed from the 
reactor, has been put in the spent fuel 
pool. Similarly defective jods have been 
replaced in previous outages, GPUN 
noted. The utility did not identify the 
fuel vendor.

Other outage work continues, and 
GPUN expects to complete the outage 
within the six weeks scheduled. When 
the outage began, GPUN estimated it 
would take four to six weeks to do all 
the work This is TMI-l's 1 1th 
refueling and maintenance outage.

PP&L Board Rejects PECO 
Offer
from a PP&L Press Release

The PP&L Resources Inc. board of 
directors Wednesday, November 1, 
voted unanimously to reject the Oct. 23 
acquisition proposal from PECO 
Energy Company. William F. Hecht, 
chairman, president and chief executive 
officer of PP&L Resources, said the 
board reached its decision after 
carefully considering the PECO 
proposal and determining that it was 
not in the best interests of PP&L 
Resources, its shareowners, customers, 
employees or the communities it serves. 
PP&L Resources is the parent company 
of Pennsylvania Power & Light Co.
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Report Exposes 
Nuclear Power’s 
Economic 
Liabilities

from a Safe Energy Communications 
Council News Release

Citing more than 40 years of taxpayer 
subsidy, cost overruns, gross 
management errors, and the dismal 
performance of the nuclear power 
industry in the United States, the Safe 
Energy Communications Council 
(SECC), a national energy watchdog 
coalition, recently released a new 
report, MYTHBusters #9: Nuclear 
Power Economics, countering the 
specious economic claims made by 
nuclear power advocates.

The report documents that:

^Nuclear power is now the most 
expensive conventional energy option 
On average, electricity from non-federal 
utilities with nuclear reactors costs 
residential ratepayers 9.38 cents per 
kilowatt hour - more than 20 percent 
higher than electricity from similar 
utilities without nuclear generating 
capacity (7.25 cents per kilowatt hour).

^From Wall Street to the utilities’ 
executive suites, further investments in 
another generation of nuclear plants 
will be difficult to secure. While 
analysts from major financial firms give 
“two thumbs down” to nuclear power’s 
marketplace viability, 74 percent of 
utility executives surveyed say their 
utility will never order another nuclear 
reactor.

^Despite numerous financial liabilities 
- increasing costs of operation, 
maintenance, decommissioning, and 
waste isolation storage - direct and 
indirect taxpayer subsidies continue for 
the nuclear industry. Nuclear power 
consumed 60 percent of all federal 
energy research and development 
(R&D) spending between 1948-1994.

“Nuclear power has become an 
economic house of cards, crumbling 
under the weight of fiscal reality,” said 
Scott Denman, SECC Executive 
Director. “Utilities and investors have 
learned the lesson the hard way. Now 
Congress must finally get the message 
and boot nuclear power subsidies off 
the corporate welfare dole.”

According to data from the
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House Defeats Texas Nuclear Waste 
Compact
from the Nuclear Monitor (Nuclear Information & Resource Service)

The U.$. House of Representatives in 
late September voted 240 to 170 to stop 
the proposed “low-level” radioactive 
waste compact for Texas, Maine, and 
Vermont. The vote at least temporarily 
ends plans to ship radioactive waste 
from the New England states to a 
proposed radioactive waste dump in 
west Texas.

That proposed dump, known as Sierra 
Blanca, is in a largely poor, Hispanic 
area, and has become a national symbol 
of environmental injustice. The vote 
also puts the future of the dump site in 
doubt. The size of the vote stunned 
House supporter? of the compact, 
including Texans such as House 
Majority Leader Dick Armey The 
compact bill was brought to the floor 
by House Commerce Energy and Power 
Subcommittee Chairman Dan Schaefer 
(R-Colo ). The leadership was so sure 
that they would win the vote 
overwhelmingly that it was brought up 
under suspension of the rules—a 
procedure normally used only for 
noncontroversial bills. Under 
suspension, a bill must receive a 
two-thirds majority to pass Instead, the 
bill lost by nearly a two-thirds margin 
The size of the defeat will make it tiiat 
much harder for dump proponents to 
bring up the bill again-althougli new 
efforts at obtaining passage are 
expected.

Leading the opposition to the compact 
were Republican Henry Bonilla (Tex ), 
m whose district the dump would be 
located, and Democrat Ron Coleman of

Congressional Research Service, 
nuclear power received 60 percent of all 
federal energy R&D spending from 
1948-1994. Comparatively, fossil fuel 
technologies received about 24 percent 
of the R&D dollars, renewable energy 
garnered only 10 percent, and energy 
efficiency and conservation 
technologies were allotted a scant 6 
percent during the same time period.

The SECC report recommends that: (I) 
the federal government end direct and 
indirect taxpayer subsidies for nuclear 
power; (2) Congress shift $1 billion 
from nuclear and fossil fuel R&D into 
energy efficiency, renewable energy, 
and deficit reduction; (3) existing 
reactors be phased out in an orderly 
manner; (4) the President appoint a 

Texas. Both argued against the 
compact on the grounds that the 
compact inevitably would lead to siting 
of the dump at Sierra Blanca. 
Proponents of the compact tried to 
claim that approval of the compact and 
dump siting were two different matters. 
Bonilla and Coleman, and others, 
pointed out that the proposed dumpsite 
is near Mexico and probably in 
violation of international treaties, is in a 
seismically-active area, and is near a 
major aquifer.

The Representatives also expressed 
concern tiiat Texas could become a 
national dumping ground for 
radioactive waste. Where the legislation 
goes now is anyone's guess, although 
there may be an effort to tack it onto an 
unrelated bill—perhaps an 
appropriations bill. But the opposition 
of a significant number of Texans, and 
a clear majority of the House, makes 
the possible success of such a move iffy 
at best. The vote sends Maine and 
Vermont back to square one in their 
“low-level” radioactive waste siting 
process. Rather than ship their states' 
waste out of sight, out of mind, the two 
states will now have to consider new 
ways of addressing their nuclear 
problem.

Texas could still attempt to develop the 
Sierra Blanca site for its own 
“low-level” waste, but given that the 
House vote hinged on the adequacy of 
the proposed dumpsite, the state would 
do so essentially in defiance of 
Congress.

commission to conduct a 
comprehensive and independent review 
of radioactive waste policies in the 
U.S.; and (5) states, communities, and 
utilities accelerate efforts to 
commercialize safe, clean, affordable 
sources of energy.

“The marketplace has judged nuclear 
power and found it woefully lacking,” 
said Denman."Nuclear power is a relic 
of a failed energy policy It’s time to 
shift to sustainable, clean, affordable 
energy options tiiat are available , 
today.”

TM1A has a complete copy of 
MYTHBusters # 9: Nuclear Power 
Economics available at the office.
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CHERNOBYL + 10: A TIME FOR News Notes

REFLECTION AND ACTION
from the Nuclear Monitor (Nuclear Information & Resource Service)

Next April will mark the 10th 
anniversary of the world's worst 
disaster of the industrial age: the 
accident at the Chernobyl nuclear 
reactor in the Ukraine. Nearly ten years 
later, we still don't know the extent of 
the casualties, nor how long this 
disaster will last.

We do know, however, that the 
casualties are in the thousands, perhaps 
tens of thousands. And we know that 
the suffering continues, especially in the 
Ukraine and Beyloruss. Major 
anniversaries are always a time of 
remembrance and reflection, and this 
one should be no different. But we also 
believe that this anniversary must be a 
time of assistance and action. We at 
NIRS have been thinking about this 
anniversary for some months now. Our 
friends at Greenpeace have too, as well 
as grassroots organizations across the 
globe. We think we've come up with 
some ideas that you'll like, and we hope 
you'll help us implement them.

Our thinking goes like this: first, we 
need to help alleviate the suffering of 
Chernobyl victims: the world 
community—perhaps out of ignorance, 
perhaps due to pressure from the 
nuclear industry—has basically turned 
its back on the continuing tragedy of 
Chernobyl. And make no mistake, this 
is a continuing disaster, with new 
victims every day Second, we need to 
make the connection between 
Chernobyl and the fact that there are 
about 109 Chemobyls waiting to 
happen right here in the U.S. Third, we 
need to demonstrate our solidarity with 
the world-wide movement against 
nuclear power.

Our ideas are simple, straightforward, 
but if carried out properly, will be 
tremendously effective. We are asking 
as many groups as possible—local 
environmental and anti-nuclear groups; 
student organizations, church 
congregations, union locals, and any 
other organized entity—to assist us in a 
major Chernobyl relief effort.

During the month of April 1996, we 
want to see hundreds of collection 
points for necessary relief supplies.
These include vitamins, food 
supplements, over-the-counter
medicines (aspirin, etc.) and babyfood.
We are asking groups to collect these 

supplies, which will be forwarded to a 
central warehouse run by Children of 
Chernobyl. Children of Chernobyl will 
ensure that these supplies reach those 
still suffering from the accident.

To ensure the connection is made 
between Chernobyl and the U.S. 
nuclear program, we are encouraging 
groups to make their collections as 
public as possible. For example, how 
about setting up a collection box every 
Friday during April 1996 at the front
door of the local nuclear utility office or 
radioactive waste dump company? Or 
at the gates to a nuclear reactor? Or in 
a well-traveled student union -building? 
Or at the entrance to a church?

NIRS and Greenpeace are now 
preparing a series of factsheets and 
other materials suitable for large-scale 
distribution Give these materials to the 
public, and watch them bring more and 
more goods to your collection box. 
Invite the media, advertise,' let the 
public know what you're doing and 
why. The point is to accomplish the 
greatest possible relief effort while 

v focusing public attention on the fact 
that, yes, it could happen here This is 
the kind of effort that could build and 
grow throughout the month.

Larger groups could try daily collection 
and education efforts. At the end, on 
Friday, April 26, call a press 
conference to let the world know what 
you've collected and are shipping—and 
why. We are also seeking—and hope to 
obtain—the names of Chernobyl 
victims: those who have died and those 
in hospitals. These names could be read 
in somber ceremonies, perhaps 
accompanied by bell-ringing, to bring 
home to the U.S. public that real people 
have suffered from Chernobyl.

These are our initial ideas. We welcome 
your comments and your participation 
Check the NIRS web page 
(http://www.essential.org/nirsnet) or 
NIRSNET for regular updates.

\ ' /
[Editor’s Note: The TMIA Planning 
Council is soliciting ideas for how best 
to commemorate Chemobyl+10 One 
idea would be to send a representative 
to Chernobyl for the April observance. 
Have any other ideas? Let us know 
what you think.]

OMilton Lowenthal, one of the 
bunders of TMIA and a long-time anti
nuclear and peace activist, died recently 
at the age of 88. On Sunday, November 
12, 1995, friends and family will gather 
at 1:00 p.m. for a memorial service at 
Temple Beth Shalom, Front and Seneca 
Streets, Harrisburg. Following the 
service, there will be a dedication of the 
Ten Steps to Peace at the Peace 
Garden, Riverfront Park. Ten Steps to 
Peace, which was written by Milton in 
1991, will be carved into three large 
pavement flagstones. Special plantings 
and a bench will highlight the area

©Annual meeting of the Harrisburg 
Center for Peace & Justice, 
Wednesday, November 15, 1995, 7:15 
p.m. at the Neighborhood Center, 1800 
N. Third Street (Third & Kelker) The 
meeting will feature a panel discussion 
on Affordable Housing in Uptown 
Harrisburg.

©To celebrate its 25th anniversary, the 
Environmental Coalition on Nuclear 
Power is having a luncheon to honor all 
who have worked to end reliance on 
nuclear power and nuclear weapons 
The luncheon will be held at 12:45 
p.m., Saturday, November 18, at the 
Gamble Mill Inn in Bellefonte, PA. The 
speaker will be Dr. Ernest J Stemglass. 
Lunch, with dessert and a beverage, 
will cost $12.50. If attending, mail your 
check to ECNP at 433 Orlando 
Avenue, State College, PA 16803 
before November 12. For more 
information, contact Dr. Judith 
Johnsrud at (814) 237-3900.

OTMIA is again selling the Syracuse 
Cultural Workers 1996 Peace 
Calendar. The price is only $10.00. 
There are a limited number at the 
TMIA office, so call 233-7897 and 
place your order now.

©The Pennsylvania Alliance for 
Environmental Education has scheduled 
its annual meeting for November 10-12, 
1995. The conference, which will be 
held at Wilson College, Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania, has as its theme, 
“Environmental Education: Blending 
Different Shades of Green ” The full 
conference registration fee, including 
meals, is $195.00. Weekend and one 
day only attendance options are 
available. For more information, 
contact Kathleen Banski at 
(717) 236-1006 or Paula Ballaron at 
(717) 238-0426.

http://www.essential.org/nirsnet
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