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THE CONFEDERATES IN CARLISLE: 

A CONFEDERATE REQUISITION FROM THE GETTYSBURG CAMPAIGN 

(2nd CORPS, ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA). Manuscript Document, Carlisle PA, 27 June 
1863. 1 page, 4%" x 7%". 

In early June 1863, Confederate General Robert E. Lee launched the invasion of the 
North that would culminate in the battle of Gettysburg in July. His troops moved up the 

.Shenandoah Valley through Virginia and Maryland and into Pennsylvania, where they lived off 
the land, seizing all manner of supplies - shoes, clothing, food, medicines, horses, cattle, 
forage, and hardware, among other things- from Northern residents. 

On June 27, the 2d Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia, under General Richard S. 
Ewell, entered an undefended Carlisle, Pennsylvania, remaining there until June 29. This 
document is a requisition on the town of Carlisle, issued that first day in the name of Major 
John A. Harman, who was the Chief Quartermaster of Ewell's Corps. It reads: 

Hd Qrs. 2d Army Corps A N V [Army of Northern Virginia] 

June 271863 

To the authorities of Carlisle Pa. 

By direction of Lt Genl R S Ewell. I require the following articles 

5000 Suits Clothing, including Boots, Shoes & Hats 

5000 Bushels Grain (Corner Oats) 

10,000 Pounds Sole Leather 

10,000 Pounds Horse Shoes 

400 Pounds Horse Shoe Nails 

Also use of Printing Office & two Printers to report at once. 

All articles except grain will be delivered at the Court House Square at once. 

John A. Harman 

Major & Chf QrMr [Chief Quarter Master] 

2d Army Corps, ANVa 

Carlisle would prove to be the northernmost point reached by a major Confederate 
force. Although some of Ewell's cavalry moved a bit further north to probe Union defenses 
near Harrisburg, events soon resulted in Ewell's corps being called south, to join other 
Confederate forces at Gettysburg. 

r 

Authenticity & Provenance: I have researched the handwriting in this document. It was 
not signed by John A. Harman, but was written and signed on his behalf by an aide. I found 
another Harman piece written by this same aide just two months earlier in the William H. 
Kirker Papers at the Library of Virginia, Richmond VA. This piece [Doc. No. 20014(140)] is a 
letter from Major Harman to Captain Will iam Kirker, dated 21 April 1863, forwarding copies of 
some regulations and giving instructions on their use. This letter was signed by Harman 
himself, but its text was penned by an aide. The handwriting in the body of this April letter 
matches the handwriting in the requisition here, both having been written by the same 



unidentified aide to Harman. 
The requisition is also accompanied by a letter of provenance, dated 20 June 1864. In it, 

the letter writer explains that he acquired the requisition at the Great Central Sanitary Fair, 
held in Philadelphia in June 1864 to raise funds to aid Union soldiers, and he presents the piece 
to his nephew, who was a collector of autographs. Both the requisition and the accompanying 
letter were passed down in the nephew's family, along with the rest of his autograph 
collection, until I purchased it directly from the family in recent years. 

The document is soiled, and it has a few small holes and an old paper repair to a fold 
break on the back. There are many fold lines, as though the piece was crumpled up at one 
point, but it now lies flat. The text is quite dark and clear. The piece is in good condition overall. 

Confederate documents from the Gettysburg campaign are rare. 
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Dear Freddy 
  During a ramble through this avenues of the “Great Central Fair,” I noticed the 
enclosed relic of an important period in the history of our State and the Nation, Viz:- The 
original requisition of the rebel Genl. Ewell on the Citizens of Carlisle, Pa, when the state was 
invaded by the Confederate Army in June, 1863. 
 Knowing your fancy for documents of the kind, I secured the “requisition” and beg your 
acceptance of it as my contribution to your valuable Collection of Antiquities. 
  With sincere wishes for the speedy restoration of your health, I remain, as ever, 
       Your affectionate Uncle, Charlie 
F.G. Vaux, 
       June 20th 1864 
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