Dickinson College Archives & Special Collections

http://archives.dickinson.edu/

Documents Online

Title: Letter from Joseph Priestley to John Seddon
Date: April 9, 1762
Location: I-BeachW-1966-1

Contact:

Archives & Special Collections
Waidner-Spahr Library
Dickinson College

P.O. Box 1773

Carlisle, PA 17013

717-245-1399

archives@dickinson.edu



http://archives.dickinson.edu/
mailto:archives@dickinson.edu

CE:;zéllfpééf) |
I 1 ft:fl o V7 ,mu//f JQA ) ,/d/ﬂ /w//wﬂ/w-%

( ¢6frn/rn.uyzu-Mf;u 7 /770!«//’/1 o e.ct #“74 At /Z,;(,r_ "&“/’/ " Lyt Pt -

/;/
7

} --‘V/; ' “ ' ’/%/ AL Itt./zn/n./dft// o e ,o/é// ,,‘,.AL /M,-) ‘]

Dt FLLOL e P ‘?

Myﬂ oy / a&%m«// ¢/(ml/' oy 4 %é/ A-u/MM’ PRSP "

L2

‘ 2

o7 set- - S

(/zf/b(_ﬁ/ﬂ//{ﬂ"" Ac et/ )L(f’%zfoz-éf ;/M( M&ﬂ-l) W’L‘ “"/“:“'/ W"‘(/M’" ‘

Zz d:m: (’;apz Z/'» /éa—#trz mf@ a;@ Zery / /p &/Jcl)l (A"' JM% a? /;,41/&& 7 P | {

; (~
C_/’:‘\‘ /4 )f/ﬂ:afz-) r.fu/ﬁ"/ba/;)/ L ﬂ:/'/ /a-flﬁf té*f‘tf‘& /‘i&/

LV St perrt L 4

| 7/[(:.%% £ / ‘gi( %d{{)s?" f, fﬁf»// <;/j25’_-’; ﬂ//ﬁ/ PRy .—9;{‘,-‘ e /4 LoEr é:x'«//
R A e AR S ¥
|

¢

f//i Al /:t'é ?/' ﬁi"i/tﬁ’c’//‘”"‘*‘) Me canni? KX

on L v 7 zz-fmu»’ of &4/&#7 b

7 /7
i
I/ / . ‘(‘-
'i _/51’ ‘h /7 5 0"7&/' ({L > e —n-yZi‘(/f‘;:M M@""// /,{:- Jnr;;;-"’,/ o e /ru'/ pfé W
Vs a
Y, :

/1!/'41/7 /wnéf —»,éfu-" fims »{1‘«3 %7,#/ s i e

\

\

| ; e Vi P ‘

‘: JerdtT ¢ V4 “_/’21.,/,{_,ﬂ, T / i /ﬂ«f/ Leon oo, P A-nw /S e /”’4‘( &/57 Rl '/‘/'
S s g P * " SN

4:/./) ‘Zy ‘//tg.p.,/( //i/c ltl// \/ﬂm ﬂ(/ 4;4,//,/.'/ g/«/g L{/gg,#zﬂt/ ))7_/ /,/

A

A ele atvtes /ﬂ ﬁ::d-'v ¢V1 Ai)' .//i;fz}»f;’. Z‘// jl‘*)-"" ﬂt’/&wf}/yfu/

(/'/"/( ,-/éﬂy ﬂ/ﬂ/ﬁf"!“ &JM A7 ~ /{/ ;’l/‘f SO P - y Z ;‘ﬂf‘é P <2 d-éi/-'—/.

//! L MW’{ ﬂ/ i 4 M o2y %{fﬂ‘fa-é d%cb/&f/c/

. 7o 2 Ao ,C//.g,-»-a%z o ittty e

'
’..

A,w. }K// //ft PLovrm £ 7/ ettty /M Jz%’t’t"/“" &00//,/4/‘2 ﬂDfﬁ7/\
{fﬂl,;,./n i s (-ﬁf:{/é ﬁ/ /,;V/ [/ /J P zfdll‘ // "/

| ey
: G J S .

¢ (Z/“ 4 réé? 2L //,;-: wa{f /4'& /'/4‘ /f—"zf//é/ 4/""“'

74, T /. A
/}/;/y ,,—/ // pnd S :/.rfur}-'7 Ae //U/ /d_ snerdedrne gr fe é’%"’

&v’/{ A/é/—l-a;:';;; ;ba’b):);.u/ﬁ:ihﬂ,//;/ﬂ'bé»c ,.ffyzv- 4@0/ _ //
:7‘ ,//‘, § gal%l— / I.Ta)h-{/uf/ "//(44 /.ﬂf—‘/iﬁ(/é et 4// UZ(A’«' le7 A 7A4L:

;!éw/ z}/ ;fu.é)ﬂi/l/j_ /fk o ; :ﬁ/t/// A_/i,.,,./t "y LAM ﬂ— £ -

Rl
/M’” "'/*7 ”’7"7 M’Jl% .f‘&)lll— J/dﬂb %’WWA‘

D ke s /Wﬁ/ |

./




/W,ﬂ g aky Lol e g u/ln////%/wﬂam?a aleat G
,ﬂﬂ’“‘ ;u/' j J/M [ﬂ/ié‘ 4:54/1,/-»;» L/ﬁ a4 oK srne %M‘éc,‘, Wuﬂ(u)

3
W'chk//:h/ // 7 b’ 4—[// “a WZ‘“’) 8 /”’/"" n M7f.;‘f¢4m%mm,]
oD it gy riie Lo gvn . S have Merwn S —time skon’ o S8 ‘

|

4 -
> (/J«‘YAM ’f{i‘_ LL%M ’/’é £’ %4“ ’47 ’7/' //3"’/ _‘é/‘ -;’,7?-&")"4 P Rrit- ;
7 i - —

Lebe?  a. ARILL

7 /
// [n /

: - e
/, e Lowr . z/f M PrLEL Aouprier P IM/'/ . &—»9 e //1) "4 v //fﬁ'z./(’()

’_7“/,,,1' /‘5 Jetrot P ﬁ /m e f/» / 9 /15 {7' yf’ o e ;(;;,m;é =i

i fm !ZZWJ A/; J ﬂ % rw ~ ﬁ/’ﬂ 7t Ia ) _//,,&4{ ﬂp/f‘;/.’;)
7

/’

/ 7 e WI:«Q At o X 7" et 7 A(MLM// s J:ﬁ%}j /w/%/

//- 4, j/’CaQ peve lon M ‘./xnv s e pvav {/j:,{ §r RS

/rw/?q(// 54 rzz,u;;% iy szég ot Sz m,?‘x//u// G577 PP GO N

|

// 7 .
5&%?* P13 /); z-k—zx% SA / p/;l L 27 J of /Mf B &nﬁﬁ—)?léx
e 5 l

%M //{4 /ZLWJ/ /ﬂ""_’ v M/QM e she Aands &4 /a;/npéfw ‘6"

le pint, o 7 o7 C»/:f,m R R A

sz —? AAJ e IR a’xﬁ A /(_4‘(9 / oF /vé c'/ﬂ(( Wtﬁtﬂ/’w/ P /ﬁ Mﬂw z«/’/zé /v&-/
7 £\t
T SR N S Au //{A// (// s a -rw p /} e /4;7 m»fV/ ﬂ

piio A L ?*’M .,//mé M//" %’*—’/‘“@ ik “4"5’”7’
M49 ///’- /l/m_x/u: Lo o H // V""é p 455 /{A:;/ a-/-(:J /LMMQ! //Z a-

;/—Z C oLE.

; P At . L) /{ /Vé ”/ /% //’Z ; 1””"'/ oo 3
Lo Hew att A S S 1 J 2. / ;/7/’:4«
7

olet LR % P ,fﬁ’ W/a’?-/ e 'e .t "?' ;;—&1/{9 1’7"’& 6‘4 //7/" /Z/m %/—“'

P / & _—_‘b—h_—_" o :
/ . |
o s ; 2 s i



ﬂ%‘i /Q//h ﬁ MQJM//I; d&«fjff ///zm? s, y/M

A ne? ;w/( She— M//WM’A.J@ h‘*\/ o A mc P

szt’/ﬁ ’-‘"2 ey 42 prav é ?MJ-/ P ol Sl Jﬂ ?b I A Mﬁ/m
St A war il /77 D Kavr i Masi i et

%7 ol %Z Ly sl frt'(/-t-y?_ yz/axz/ ﬁ;m Aur? Z %/'M =%

3 g S s
M‘L‘ - j e ’lD /-(144-’1/ }/( s a«ff-;uf / Heee Lsas &" ‘7‘:/// ¢ W'."r_rl.c‘-’"
a/r\ Lo~ Lva ”‘L‘f‘/"”/’/& Cen anm sendac e A PR AL1s
,5/ /' - //
- . ol y 1
?7-.&1«;-' u/ /,d %:( 0 WW‘Z/ sL ﬁ‘“"" /6? 2 ;(M:W: /r, TR Jﬂ:’h-dt'éf{

// 4 /’ 0/
“V%/A //7--- P P /f »45»/1”' 4 é/é"/‘/) gl x-‘z ] MZ V“‘??‘JVJ//-')
e M 07 (e
,‘r"/)')i &t/mré@ {iJ éé,,), a/z7 A ar .«./tm. Mot Srrey ? o, /\&9 A7 o

o
/ 7 :
72_ L /ly/zuz"‘ (P A /‘«IZ /Jo(/) @ AW L g | M on f‘ MW

fj,(,/t/.l/h, AL ;’Zﬁaﬁ /A’/'/M P PheeA WM A%Mo'ﬁumj

.:/W//é /u«% % W /,:J%v/-v FILU u‘fe,(,.ﬁ 4/ZZ; L/,-/M-,,@‘?,.{

j&"‘ ")'// My‘? LV (Iﬁ"tx/fdl’w Ly 0«//‘? ,/0 Mc—— /y/;/g&? %L»p;—'-}l ”,p/"'r

a/’/h/h’*, ‘//Aay V74 m;jﬁ% Frvr  odirinid ;C.,,,’ a'MQ/@;—“Mﬂ e

f
}_,.,,4/,{ (et a«/yl7 e /&@y—bﬂw 7 449 ez {F/M P /{M( i
v /-}, e

4

: gl , 7
ﬂ% s /W-ﬂfi-'-vc, L "/Zéazf FFeln y{ " S /é&%“/ Aewiisn. 7 bt

7 |
7’”{”‘”“”‘/ Hotd sz wblin . Iphabe fuibslly wail dide /%Wr/m
V4

f‘a“% f?/ A,; cord ot  a M 7 "ﬂﬂd{l, At oAk oo JW_M/Z Hhoe?

——

/ Vs 7 y
/ -
f,//f?{w quy;( ,f/v/{b«-uu( /74.( ,‘{o.z é» ERII A by oy adlRP EF
o .
’.,‘f,,,; /"*///";/f“v-’ dodin Lo oo /Z&#’WW > P ,é M W P SRy R

i LAt b I Vol Aoaee /MMM/ 3 /M?
Loz /m/r%% )

7//“,.4 L coame T PRRT o | %ﬂ// o ok, e AP0

WMVW D ‘(IJ‘Q %C//'/M—) Coetresr—, MQ o af s éwm/é

‘;; Lé,mWMM /m/&ofm AIVQJMMG-Q écué(,,,,.;_)
o

JM&//M M Lo . t// wm@ /&f/” Aermv 2o prccee’s; 9‘«—( Al entr I



.

-

/ " i 3 y D et aﬂ'- '
R Py omper =W /.
P Jostsessi’ P30 iy, 70 Polonee aip LD ﬂ,,,ﬂf@@ %

,,,{/WL ﬁﬂu&u/g f/fmv //)leﬁ be /ﬂf‘; ¥ e M/EQ ‘%MWL

N
JA Lom 4:—/—"""“
,7/% ﬂé/ ;’ ;,M Lz pr“/h/ i é—(" 9 a /’{?f-ﬂ”/‘ /’I/ﬂt J’MW/‘)

——— -

I

v'fzy 1 oy on cag@ grest feetX o moecer //72' //(:-’0,7 /-(/C&’/kr) M
J e
F I s
%Z"C oLt t,',-f. ff;%l/f 7;—‘{‘; ﬁ‘fd f’ L 4/ é .. D~ ,/1’,_ /)(‘( e ) & ALy lectr /gﬁ.,;",
; ‘,/" p/: ' e f‘," / . -
/ ” { S ‘
,---/3’» ";21 ‘ CJ AL VL ad . A ’5/‘_ Y /// 96;’ seer” :,{t-z'éy /{(/r\f,/ srn it
// A ; ey y 7 ll
7 //
/ g /4 .
" 3 2 A 2 /"’u‘, & s 4 A /‘ a ] :
/L /f e’ 2 ,;.a»;f-v? /f/ W i 1,-7( Z/m} ,&w;"’;{ L c:ol,r.’z,- L HC R Lo PR é !
il ; ’ o
A o P : 7
ijli;//" X ,-ﬁj.y:;v L_{_’/o‘/f‘» y/)c‘,’/(//’/’ /L-l‘yg- |

&
7, '4 - ZM&-»& 5-:::;\ 7/&3 P f’\.tz 4.4;""( .
M i Céu/l - Le e }7_,/1-“»—\,

7 , |
: / -~ ! 4 P4
fny}’I&‘j ,f. '/Q‘/T @l : ? : // L
V4
e - i
\ ¢ g
: b
|
1 & i

o

. o o

~ hﬁ"‘\?‘l




JOSEPH PRIESTLEY, 1733-1804
to JOHN SEDDON, 1725-1770

Dear Sir

I am very much obliged to you for your friendly communication
of your proceedings. I hope that, if you have a fair hearing, the
representation you will [Br_e? able to make of our affairs will not be
without some good effect: however our expectations here are not very
sanguine. Prejudices, and particularly unfavourable and unjust prejudices,
such as people are ashamed to have contracted, are not easily conquered,
though great is the power of truth. By all means give us the earliest
information of every step you take of importance. We cannot help being
a little anxious about the success of your negotiations.

Everybody here has heard of your invitation to Liverpool. Poor
Mr. Aikin (I have just been with him) is greatly alarmed at it. To speak
the truth I am not without apprehensions myself, tho' I endeavor to keep
up his spirits. But I am certain you will not determine rashly in so
critical an affair.

We are much at a loss about our Chemical lecture: five of our
younger students are not permitted to attend it, and I have not the names
of any of the subscribers out of the Academy. When vou write, do not
forget to mention them.

You will oblige me if you will take the trouble to procure for my
friend the Vicar the glasses he mentions in the letter which (to save
transcribing) I enclose you. Could you not engage Mr. Canton to examine
them, as you will see it requires a good deal of exactness. You will easily
get a frank in London to return it me in.

I am very angry at Mr. Fleming. Let me know whether you think
it will do us any harm.

You may let me know what Mr. Kippis says about Mr. Paul; butl
shall hardly listen to any scheme of publication. Indeed, Mr. Seddon, it
is too great a risque for a person in my circumstances, and with my vision
to run. I have known the time when nobody was a more fearless freethinker
than myself; but tempore mutantur et nos mutamen in illis. Could I afford
it, I should not be averse to printing it, and lodging it in the hands of a
few friends; but you know I can do no such thing.

I beg you would discharge my account of books with Mr, Griffiths.




Priestley Letter 2

After I had written all the above, which was late last night, I
received your second letter this morning. What I have done the enclosed
will show, it was all I have attempted yet. Upon the receipt of yours,

I invited all the students in Divinity to drink a dish of tea with me, and

in the meantime drew up the report, and got Mr. Threlkeld to transcribe

it. It was signed with all the readiness and cheerfulness in the world,
with the most cordial wishes, that it or anything else they could do,
might have a good effect. Mr, Threlkeld read it distinctly and Mr. Palmer
took it into his hand, and perused it a considerable time, with great
attention, and signed it when it came to his turn without the least hesitation.
I talked to them above an hour on the state of the Academy, going over every
particular; I enquired into all Mr, Aiken's lectures and Mr. Palmer was
generally the first to express his pleasure and satisfaction in them. I
desired they would with all freedom mention, now, or at any time, any
objections they had to anything respecting the conduct of the Academy,
assuring them it would be heard with the most favourable attention, for
that we were exiremely desirous to give them all the advantage and
satisfaction that it was possible they could have in such a situation.
They said they were very far from having any objection to make. I asked
them particularly if there was any appearance of your ever interfering in
an undue manner in the management of the Academy, or if our having a
connection with the scheme of Liverpool liturgy, or in any respect en-
deavoured to lay any bias upon their minds, or had any other view but
their improvement, with a great deal to that and the like purposes, they
said by no means. Nothing could have given me greater satisfaction

that their whole behaviour,

I will talk to Mr, Palmer more closely after a few days. I have
not followed your directions exactly, to have singled him and at first,
I thought might have alarmed him, and given him suspicions of my in-
telligence; and then I should not have been able to procure even thus
much. I can better remonstrate against his conduct a little time hence,
as inconsistent with frank declaration. I shall probably wait until I hear
from you again before I proceed any further.

This evening, likewise, Phil Taylor, communicated to me his father's
intentions of removing him to Exeter, and showed me his letters. We both
shed tears, I could not help it. He is leaving us presently.

Your letter came when I was at Mr. Holt's at breakfast. Mr. Aikin
soon heard of it, and came, and sat some time with me. I mentioned no
particulars. You had not need to caution me. I dare not tell him, it would
affect him too much. He desires you would enquire whether Dr. Doddridge's
lectures were printings.




Priestley Letter 3

By the way when I mentioned Mr. Aikin's intention of reading Dr.
Doddridge's Divinity Lectures, printed or not printed, Mr. Palmer re-
plied, "I am glad I have transcribed them. I should be sorry to be
obliged to transcribe them now."

Mr. Holt if you remember mentioned a solar microscope.

I wish you could meet with Banier's Mythology second hand.

We are infinitely obliged to you for the generous pain you take
to serve us. We will do our duty here, and

Let not your noble courage be cast down.

Yours, and Mrs. Seddons, with reciprocal warmth,

Joseph Priestley

All our compliments and good wishes await you

Warrington Apl. 9th 1762
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