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c. 18~0 LYON, ELLEN 

What branch of study is of most importance in the 

education of a young lady. 

Within a few years female education has received more 

attention and has undergone a material change. Woman 

is found to have a mind as well as man. Those studies 

which were thought too intricate and too subtile for any 

but the lords of creation, are now open to all. There is 

however some line of demarkation . Woman is not to 

take an active part in the affairs of the world, though 

she is not on the other hand confined to the domestic 

sphere . The knowledge they are to possess is somewhat 

different . In politics and all that relates to the 

professions, they are not expected to be deep, this is 

als6 the case with regard to some of the sciences. But 

they should have such an acquaintance with the circle 

of polite literature, as will prevent all deficiency 

in speaking and writing. Of all the languages French 

I think is the most important . We can scarcely pick up a 

late work without meeting with some French sentence. It 

is comprised in a finished education; and though we may 

not be able to converse in French , we should know as much 

of it as will enable us to read and translate . It would 

certainly be advisable to understand the Italian and Spanish 

languages, especially if we intend visiting the countries 

in which they are spoken . Ther e are many exceptional 

writings in these idioms and a translated work is never 

equal to the original . The Latin next to the French would 

I think demand attention , and for those who have leisure it 



would perhaps be well to study both this and the Greek language; but 

let them take care in the mean time that no important branch of English 

education, or any domestic duty be neglected. 

A young lady is expected also to have an acquaintance with the 

sciences, Natural History, Astronomy~ Botany , Philosophy and chemistry. 

Of these the last two are the most important. Philosophy explains 

many in nature which to one unacquainted with it are mysteries; 

and the lady chemist may sometimes be found to make the best housewife . 

But it is the practical part of the Sciences which we are to know . 

History is one of the most interesting and instructive studies I know . 

We are at the same time interested and improved by the relation of facts 

which have taken place years before . There is scarcely any History but 

from which we may make some useful lesson . It shows the evil effects 

of vice and the superiority of virtue . History affords a fund of know

ledge from which we may take topics of conversation , and facts and 

illustrations for writings . Geography and Chronology form a part of 

History for of what value would be our knowledge of actions and events 

unless they wer e associated in our minds with places and dates . 

Letter writing is the peculiar province of a young lady. She should 

aim at expressing herself with car e and elegance. The hand writing 

should be much attended to (first take the beam out of thine own eye) 

I have heard it remarked that the character of a person could often be 

told from their handwr iting . -

But wor ks of morality and religion are par amount to all . It is 

these which will be found to be of most practical utility , and it is 

these which will contribute most to our happiness in after year s . 

Ellen Lyon 
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