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Trie Pennsylvania Rural Gay Caucus
Po 0. Box 1505

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17105
717-532-7027
215-437-2642

IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT
PLEASE NOTE '.HE THREE FOLLOWING ITEMS IN THE NEWSLETTERS 
lo Change of meeting location
2„ Nominations for Rural Caucus Officers in 0ctobers Elections in Nov0 
30 The date, location, and principal speakers of the planned 

conference rave been set0

Tne October Meeting of the Pennsylvania Rural C-ay Caucus will convene ai. 
the Friend's Meeting House Sixth and Herr Streets in Harrisburg on Saturday* 
October 1st, at 1:00 P, M, This location is most easily reached from 
Interstate f;3B Exit on 2nd Street0 The Meeting House is a red brick building 
on Sixth several blocks west of the Capitol Building® Pafklng Is available 
at the rear of the Mee iing Houses

Th® November meeting will again be in Lancaster, and following that 
meeting, all are InvitkL to stay for a weekend of funsrelaxation, gay 
suppertlveness, and IsVs^forget^about ’business® Bring your sleeping bag 
or bed roll and sone on 3 to share it with on November 5<h9 You will also 
need a couple of bucks to throw in the kitty for food (or whatever/, and some 
old clothes to help bring in the fire .wood® ..______ --------- —

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS
The By-Laws designate that elections be held in November for terms of 

one year, and nominations be open for one month prior to elcctlonsc officers; 
are two CoChairperson 5 (one male, one female/, a Secretary, and a Treasurer 
All officers must be vjtlng members, Membership is defined as r»uy person who 
Attends the Caucus, and voting membership is defined as any msiabex whc. has 
attended the Caucus in the psocec«ling six months?

Nominations may bj made imw&mxftMat by self or others and nay be made 
at any time before the actual elections.

There is considerable doubt that any of ths present officers will seek 
reelection, and some csncern io be expressed that the Caucus has not been 
blessed in the past ye ir by an overwhelming number of women, thou^i three 
of the present officers are women.

Copies of the By Laws will be available at the meetings in October

®he September Minutes
The September me:tiAg of the Rural Caucus was held at 3002 Mt 

Avenue in Lancaster on SatOf! Sept, 9tho Sixteen persons attended, -less
opened at i?50o

The agenda included the Rural Conference,^ the NOW conference, Candy 
Sales, By-Laws amendmeit. Correspondence, Gay prisoners, and a Social 
weekend,.

1) Education Com nl ttoe- Mary Nancarrow informed us that she new Secretary 
of Education, Carol Kline seems responsive to gay rights. The Gay Rights 
Advisory Committee composed of personnel from the Department of Eduea’.-iont, 
members of the Council on Sexual Minorities, and members cf the Rural
Caucus would soon be rsact vated within PDE0

2) Documentation of Discrimination Project^ Bari Weaver gave Mary and 
Joe two final drafts of She project which centers an the experiences of 
discrimination gays fell in education, Anyone who wishes to contribute
to this project may still do so. No names or addresses are required on the 



testimony, though it w.uld ba helpful to have them, included, When completed^ 
the report will find its way to roE» Contact Mary, -■ Bari for more information,

3)C(  wilcatlons Committee- a discussion of mudia projects once started 
to the cJS?ted tor^e^L of the question of making Public Service 
Announcements represented toe Gay Community, This committee under Bob 
Woods is to investigate, and if possible enact toe project,

h) }v Jaws Amend0t-n> the Caucus agreed unamimauslly to an amendment 
to toe'read, "that the deadline for nailing newsletter^ 
be set at no less than fourteen days before toe scheduled meeting, and If this 
deadline cannot be met, toe Co-Chairs be notified and thereafter be responsible 
for no less than a simple notification by mall of the time and place of toe 
next meeting within ten days of the meeting date,

5)Qandy Sales-Bob Woods announced that ha had received most of toe monies 
from - anf that we might have a small profit. However, he had also
returned U cases of c;indy to World’s Finest Chocolates which had not been sold, 
Sd^eir response was t£t toe deadline for rattan < W candy had been ^SSed’ 
and that the Caucus owed $36,71 in shipping charges. Since the 5i cases 
represents a lot of money, Bob has been instructed to reply to Jcrlds Finest 
Chocolates that they should return to us toe candy we returned to them, and 
when have received it, we will pay the charges owed. Anyone who has not 
tumec their money ar candy into Bob, please do so immediate y, f.MM<»re

6WJ Conference- Those Caucus members who have volunteered far childcare 
and/or other far toe NOW conerence must register far toe conference.
Unless one is a NOW Member, ar has of .er good Teas ons foJ °
Liber ;ion financially, it is reasonable to register for the volunteers to 
register far toe minimum $3,00 fee as we are rendering services, C^u^® 
volunteers may be housed free of charge to Allentown at toe homes of gay 
nerson&o Please contact Joe Bums far housing, ar to volunteer to help, (437-26^2)

A resolution was passed for toe Caucus to toke a booth ** 
far the Caucus and other gay organizations to use to 
ofi gav groups, and to insure toe gay p resence. The possibility of a bake sale 
(baking by men only)was raised and Joe Bums wns to see about toe booth, 

(NOTEb The Hotel will not permit a bake sale. And invitations are being S®T‘ 
to all Rural gay groups to send literature to pass out, or if toey have lte 
far sale to send a person who will be responsible for the sale of their 1 te . 
-Joe) The resolution pissed unanimously,

7 S,.BO 531- Craig Lewis, toe prime sponsor, has been the target of strong 
letter' writing campaigns from chuches in his constituent area and has weakene 
his support of toe bill. Despite toe recent changes in leadership in toe 
Senate and House, which tend to favor us, S9Bb 531 will not come out 
Committeetols year. It ms decided to contact toe Coucll for Sexual Minorities 
about stategy, but toe general feeling Is that toe Caucus should keep pushing

531fif Rural Gav Conference rescheduled for January ar February, probably at 
a Hot'lo^itwas decided to spend mare money to get a big-- name speaker such 
as El -ne Noble ar Frank Kameny, (SEE BELOW- STATE CONFERENCE)

0 HEALTH Concerns- The Caucus has received a letter confirming tnat Martin S^kTUrffioSlly on the PA. Dept, of Health Advisory Camille, on 
Sexual:. Minorities Health Concerns,

10) Social weekend/.3) - we discussed having a social weekend in liovenmber. 
At toe same tJme0 Gary Norton announced that Homophlles of Williamsport is 
having a similar event cn fflct. 22nd to celebrate their first anniversary, 
have sent invitations tc all toe people toey have come into contact with their 
firs, year. Many of tosse are Caucus members, others are Pennsylvania movement 
people who have addressed HOU, ar sought them out far other reasons. They expect 
a hundred at toeir dinner, . <

110 the next Caucus was announced for Harrisourg (IXJC-since chan^d) an 
October 1st, And toe Caucus adjourned at 4»20 P.M.

Repsectfully, Char Krasnai
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STATE GCilF3RENC£
The conference long anticipated in these pag^ hat become a4 

reality 0 Originally biLsd as a mainly Rusal afi<. h« cope of the pl,™ 
lias necessarily grown ,iita the location and expenses..

It is now official that the spansc.,-hip Is by th Fennsylv^ 
for Sexual Minorities a3 well as the Rural Gay leu-us..

The Conference is scheduled for Janury 20, 2-,, 22 at the Hotel Amer - 'us 
in Allentown, that is* ‘riday Evening, Saturday and Sunday □ This huge hotel 
Is also the site cd the Pennsylvania NGW Convention Get, ?e8,and 9thc Several 
nearby gay bars and a number of other resources make an ideal locaties,

Representative Elaine Noble, Tony Silvestre, and Dro Bruce Vceiler 
of th« National Gay Task Force have agreed to ac a the principal spe icrs 
for the Conference0

Al.ays mare than a conference, a festival a.nosphere of gay business 
booths, gay entertainer', gay craftpersons, and gay artist T is being sought 
to supplement the ccnferencso

In addition, a banquet is being considered by the committee,, But, no mor.' 
can b lid. until the discussion is completed,.

Anyone who has ever worked on even the sma confer. knc is it 
the task is a big one, grows in propnrtion * • the size if the event,, 
have grown from an anticipated maximum of 150 i'- as to a bocy which must 
be twice that size to be successful,, The task nagger Ing,

We welcome all ideas, especially re* urcet for talent, workshop leaders, 
craftperscns, aruK others who might add to the cor faience, as well as any 
advice on things we might overlook..If we are not reminded.,

As usual, the Caucus Committee on the Conference is open to anyperson 
who joins it, regardless of membership in the aaous or other bodies , 
need all the help we can geto

The next meeting ©f the Committee will be following the Jural Caucus 
at Harrisburg, and a number of ma jor decisions made at V3

A post off ice box has been taken in Lancaster r th , rt * of 
andllng the conference malic Until, however, the name is decided m please 
* reot c<irrespcndeaceto the Pao Rural Gay Caucus

17*05 . ..
Registration farms and other publicity in c .nr. ctl el th th- cant reno 

Ji <7, Id be available by the next newsletter,,


	Rural-Gay-Caucus_1977-10
	Rural-Gay-Caucus_1977-10

