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TMIA to Mark 12th Anniversary With Pot-Luck Dinner

Alan Hetrick of Warm Springs Lodge will again provide salads and breads for the 12th 
anniversary observance of the beginning of the TMI accident. The dinner is scheduled 
for 6PM on Thursday, March 28th at the Harrisburg Friends Meeting House (downstairs) 
and the cost is $3.00 per person. At 8PM Dr. Robert Meyers will speak in the Meeting 
House's library. Meyers is overseeing Chem Nuclear's efforts to site and operate a low- 
level radioactive waste site in Pennsylvania (Editor's note: It won't be in the middle of a river, 
under an airport landing pattern, in the middle of a densely populated area: such areas are re
served for high-level wastes). Please RSVP by March 25 to 233-7897.

It's Only in Your Mind says State Health Department 
TMI Accident Era Kids Sicker Say Area Moms

"Your mother should know," sang the "Fab Four" a 
generation back, not realizing the state knows even 
more. Though it should come as no surprise to anyone 
who has been paying attention, a study conducted by 
the state Department of Health found that women who 
were pregnant and lived near TMI at the'time of the ac
cident rated their children's health as poorer than chil
dren born since then. But what do they know? The 
Health Department dismisses the results, characterizing 
them as "subjective" and based on the mothers' percep
tions of their children's health and development of their own mental state. Overall, they 
say, this just reinforces their belief that the primary impact of the TMI accident on public 
health was an increase in psychological stress.

Elevated Tritium Levels Found on Island

On December 26,1990, the NRC's resident inspector at TMI was notified that elevated 
levels of tritium had been found in a monitoring well on the island. Monthly sampling 
from the well normally finds 150 to 200 pCi/1 (picoCuries per liter) of tritium (normal 
background in water), but analysis of the December 7 sample was at 5200 pCi/1, Decem
ber 20 at 17,000 pCi/1, and December 26 at 12,000 pCi/1. Investigation showed that TMI 
staff admitted that during a repair they drained water containing approximately
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2,000,000 pCi/1 of tritium from a secondary side heater using a fire hose directed across a 
building roof. The water went into roof drains which tie into yard drains which pass 
underground and discharge into a surface ditch about 200 yards from the well. Recent 
samples of water in the drainage ditch show tritium at 380 pCi/1. According to an NRC 
document, "If the heater was the source of the water, the licensee does not believe this is 
radiological concern because the tritium level (2,000,000 pCi/1) in this water is below the 
10 CFR 20 limit for discharge to unrestricted areas (3,000,000 pCi/1)."

Pennsylvania Joins Suit to Block Deregulation of RadWastes

Pennsylvania was among sixteen states filing an amicus brief in the U.S. Court of Ap
peals for the District of Columbia in support of a lawsuit brought against the U.S. Nu
clear Regulatory Commission challenging the NRC's efforts to deregulate the disposal of 
radioactive wastes via a policy termed "Below Regulatory Concern."

Under the policy, up to 30 percent (by volume) of the radioactive wastes generated by 
commercial nuclear power plants could be dumped untreated into the nation's municipal 
landfills and sewage systems or burned in municipal incinerators.

National Nuclear Power & Clean Energy Conference
to be Held on Fifth Anniversary of Chernobyl

The first national conference focusing on nuclear power and alternative energy issues 
since 1983 will be held in Washington, D.C. from April 26 through April 28,1991. The 
conference will serve as a national commemoration of the fifth anniversary of the begin
ning of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster and representatives from international organiza
tions are expected to. attend. The need for the conference has taken on new urgency in 
light of the recent oil war and the bankrupt energy policy recently unveiled by the Bush 
administration.

The conference is sponsored by the Nuclear Information and Resource Service (NIRS), 
the Safe Energy Communication Council (SECC) and Greenpeace. See "Calendar" on 
page 4 for more information.

Alternative to Bush "Energy Policy" Proposed

120 national and community-based organizations representing more than four million 
members endorsed an energy plan titled A Sustainable Energy Future, which outlines the 
principles and goals which they believe should comprise the nation's energy program. It 
calls for a 25-30 percent reduction in energy consumption by the year 2010 and for a 
simultaneous quadrupling of the energy provided by renewable energy resources. Fur
ther, the statement advocates cutting oil and coal use in half over the next two decades 
and accelerating the de facto phase-out of nuclear power.

In contrast, the National Energy Strategy calls for major expansions of nuclear power, 
drilling oil wells in national wildlife refuges, and the use of "clean coal" technologies. 
While some attention is given energy conservation and renewable energy technologies, 
the plan proposes few government initiatives to promote these options.

Please renew your membership, then give more to support TMIA activities

Name ______________________________  Phone __________________________

Address-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  ZIP------------
Intervention Fund Contribution: ^$10 □ $20 □ $50 a$100 □ MORE (Checks in the amount of $50 
or more can be made payable to the TMI Legal Fund for tax deduction purposes.

Membership: ____$15 Regular Members ____$50 Sustaining Membership
____$25 Non-Profit Organization ____ $100 Patron 
____$5 Low Income/Student ____ $200 Club Member

____$5 Non-member newsletter subscription

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN TO TMIA, 315 Peffer Street, Harrisburg, PA 17102
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UCS Poll Reconfirms Public Opposition to Nuclear Power

The Union of Concerned Scientists repeated its 1989 public opinion poll on energy strate
gies and repeated the results. When the pubic was asked how they would prioritize 
Dept, of Energy funding, 43 percent listed nuclear power dead last. Only ten percent 
listed nuclear as a top priority while 47 percent listed renewable energy as the top fund
ing priority and 28 percent listed it second. Public support for energy conservation is 
also high: 67 percent of those surveyed listed conservation as their number one or num
ber two funding priority. The DoE 1990 budget certainly doesn't reflect these concerns. 
Instead, nuclear power research got $713 million while solar and other renewable ener
gies received a fraction of this, $130 million, and that represented a substantial increase 
over renewable's share during the Reagan years.

Soviets Victims of Nuclear Testing

A Reuters report quotes a top Soviet researcher as revealing that some 500,000 citizens 
living near the Semipalatinsk test site have suffered the effects of radiation and 100,000 
of them have died of cancer. The Soviets conducted more than 200 above ground atomic 
tests in the area between 1949 and 1965. Within a 345-mile radius of the site, researchers 
said, cases of leukemia increased by 70 percent and infant mortality doubled between 
1955 and 1960.

April 21 is EARTH DAY - Celebration Planned at Fort Hunter

Fort Hunter Park will again host a local EARTH DAY celebration with entertainment, 
music, food, crafts and a focus on how to plug your home into a sustainable future. All 
kinds of exhibitors will feature earth friendly products for the home. This year, in light 
of how the celebration is growing, there will be parking at the Farm Show and free CAT 
bus service to the Park. Mark your calendar now. If you'd like to help with TMIA's table 
top display, call Vera Stuchinski (232-4763) or Cherie Friedrich (238-6980).

Rental Space Available at Peace & Justice Center

Rental space is available 
immediately at 315 Peffer 
Street for a small non-profit 
group or individual. All 
utilities, phone, and furnish
ings are included in a nego
tiable monthly rent—from 
$20 to $200 depending on 
your space needs. If you 
don't need the space, maybe 
you know someone who 
does. Spread the word. For 
more information: Kay 
Pickering at 233-3072.

Whistleblower Protection 
Act Will Be Introduced

Sponsors have been lined- 
up to introduce a Whis
tleblower Protection Act in 
both houses of Congress. 
The legislation will provide 
guaranteed protection for 
private sector whistleblow
ers and, if passed, will make

Q: Which Light Bulb Gives 
More Light?

n** Both give equal amounts of light—but the one on the right uses one-fourth of the energy, and over itslifetime can cut $30 off your electricity bill and last nine to 13 times longer, than the one on the left.
Sources: Alliance for Affordable Energy, Scientific American

© Safe Energy Communication Council
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the world a safer place. Christy Law of the Government Accountability Project said in a 
recent letter to the 116 groups (including TMIA) backing the bill, "If we keep allowing 
whistleblowers to be fired at will, we might as well be resigned to big business violated 
health and safety laws at will. Workers are not going to defend the public, unless we 
help them defend themselves." She urges letters to members of Congress in support of 
the bill.

Personal Rad Monitor on the Market

Though we haven't seen any critical reviews of the product, Dan Schacht of Houston, TX 
wrote TMIA about a new product he's introducing, the Rad*Scanner Model 101 Personal 
Dosimeter. According to Schacht, the pocket-sized machine provides real time do
simetry, "responding to alpha and beta particles, gamma photons and X-rays using a 
shock mounted, gas filled detector traceable to National Bureau of Standards (now 
NIST)." The dosimeter is designed to operate for six months on a single 9-volt battery. It 
is priced at $159 and can be obtained from Schacht at Meter Conversions, Inc., 1620 West 
Main Street, Houston, TX 77006. Or call, 713/523-0515.

Doroshow Involved in Documentary Production

Former TMIA legal counsel Joanne Doroshow is now living in Santa Monica, California 
and is involved in the production of a documentary titled Invasion in Panama. The soon to 
be released documentary examines a side of the invasion story—massive human rights 
violations by the U.S. and the slaughter of hundreds of civilians—virtually ignored by 
the mainstream news media. A 15-minute preview on VHS is available from TMIA. Call 
233-7897.

Calendar-—Calendar-—Calendar

March 28 12th Anniversary Commemorative Dinner, 6PM Harrisburg Friends Meet 
inghouse. 8PM Speaker.

April 21 EARTH DAY at Fort Hunter Park, 1-6PM.

April 26-28 National Nuclear Power and Clean Energy Conference, Washington, D.C. 
For information contact NIRS, 202/328-0002,1424 16th Street, NW, Suite 
601 Washington, D.C. 20036

PRINTED ON

RECYCLED PAPER
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Celebrate the Earth! Earth Day is Sunday, April 21

"Now More Than Ever" is the theme of Earth Day '91. Locally, a festive afternoon of 
food, games, educational exhibits, music, tree give-aways, and more is planned from 1:00 
to 6:00 p.m. at Fort Hunter Park. Capitol Area Transit will run shuttle busses from the 
HACC and Farm Show parking lots to the park throughout the day. Admission is free. 
No pets. No alcohol. Music by High Strung, Third Stream, New Voices of Freedom, and 
The Earthtones. While there, visit the TMIA table.

Your Help Needed to Block Bush Energy "Strategy"

Somehow, just as we were beginning to assume that the whole world was getting the 
message about energy conservation, reducing greenhouse gasses, and the dangers of 
nuclear power, along comes the Bush Administration's long-awaited "National Energy 
Strategy." In his State of the Union address, Bush called for "a comprehensive national 
energy strategy that calls lor energy conservation and efficiency, increased development 
and greater use of alternative fuels." But what ke actually proposed was a plan that 
looks to flood the marketplace with the cheapest oil possible, maximizing oil production 
and consumption.

The Administration rejected a long list of conservation proposals put forth by the Depart
ment of Energy, putting the interests of the oil, gas, automotive and nuclear industries 
ahead of our economy, our public lands, our coastal areas, the air, and our national 
security. In addition to paving the way for oil exploration in wilderness and coastal 
areas, the plan calls for streamlining the licensing procedure for new nuclear reactors. 
Why stop half-way?

Right now an army of oil and auto industry lobbyists is waging war against conservation 
 Qb Capitol Hill. WVxBi' members of Congress asking that less costly conservation meas- 
i ‘ . ures be eiyact^Weftye drilling is allowed in wilderness areas. Ask that the miles-per-

gallon requirements be improved for new cars and trucks. Ask that federal energy re
search dollars be moved away from oil, gas, and nuclear technologies and towards en- 

the IRS tax credits for installing insula
tion or solar heat from the Carter administration? Ask that they be brought back. We 
won't get a responsible energy policy unless we let the Congress know this is what we 
want.
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TMIA Will Have Presence at "Conference for a Nuclear Free 1990s"

TMIA chairperson Deb Baker, and Planning Council members Kay Pickering and Eric 
Epstein will take turns staffing a table at the the April 26-29 "No More Chernobyls" 
conference and they have requested that other TMIA members planning on attending 
(and interested in helping) contact Kay at the TMIA office (233-7897) as soon as possible.

The conference provides an excellent opportunity to hear first-hand the leaders of the 
safe energy movement. Plenary speakers include: the world's foremost nuclear epidemi
ologist, Dr. Alice Stewart; the nation's most accomplished grassroots organizer, Lois 
Gibbs, of the Citizens Clearinghouse on Hazardous Waste; the world's leading expert on 
Chernobyl, Dr. David Marples; Ralph Nader; the Union of Concerned Scientists's Dr. 
Robert Pollard; author Amory Lovins; Dr. Ernest Sternglass; Tom Carpenter of the Gov
ernment Accountability Project; Jeremy Rifkin; and more. The registration fee is $45, $25 
for students and seniors. For more information, 202/328-0002.

Appeals Court Will Rehear One-Step Licensing Case

Throwing out the victory won by the Union of Concerned Scientists, the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the D.C. Circuit has accepted a Nuclear Regulatory Commission appeal of a 
decision upholding the public's right to participate in reactor licensing decision.

Rather than reversing the lower court, the Court of Appeals will start from scratch and 
rehear arguments as to whether the NRC's streamlined licensing plans violate the Atomic 
Energy Act's requirement for a second public hearing before reactor operation.

Though no commercial nuclear plant licenses are pending, by vacating the previous 
decision the Court of Appeals has put the NRC's rules into effect until the case is finally 
decided. The court will accept briefs in July, hold oral arguments in November, and 
probably not decide the case until early npcLyeSr. In addition to the court battle, safe 
energy groups are also working to remove one-step licensing language from pending 
legislation (the National Energy Strategy and S.341, the Johnson-Wallop energy strategy 
bill). Letters to Congress on this issue should note that the unanimous lower court deci
sion which left stand about 95% of the NRC's streamlined licensing rule—including 
standardized designs—but found the public has a right to a hearing before a reactor 
begins operation.

Epstein Rejected Nomination as GPU Board Member

TMIA activist Eric Epstein recently sought appointment to the Board of Directors of 
General Public Utilities. As a stockholder of GPU (he owns a share), Eric put forward his 
name for consideration by the Board's Nominating Committee. Their response: 
Dear Mr. Epstein:
The Nominating Committee of the Board of Directors of General Public Utilities Corpora
tion has considered, but has not recommended approval of, your request for nomination 
as a director of GPU. Accordingly, your name will not be included on the management 
slate of nominees to be presented at the Annual Meeting of Stockholders on Thursday, 
May 2,1991. As I have mentioned to you, however, GPU's By-Laws permit your nomina
tion at the meeting...

Please renew your membership, then give more to support TMIA activities

Name _ _____________________________ Phone__________________________

Address___________________________________________________ ZIP_______
Intervention Fund Contribution: j$10 □ $20 J $50 ^$100 □ MORE (Checks in the amount of $50 
or more can be made payable to the TMI Legal Fund for tax deduction purposes.

Membership: ____$15 Regular Members ____$50 Sustaining Membership
____$25 Non-Profit Organization ____ $100 Patron
____$5 Low Income/Student ____ $200 Club Member

____$5 Non-member newsletter subscription

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN TO TMIA, 315 Peffer Street, Harrisburg, PA 17102
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GPU Stock Splits, Directors Approve Dividend, Met Ed Seeks Rate Hike

GPU's Board has raised the utility's quarterly common stock dividend by 15 percent and 
approved a 2-for-l stock split. The quarterly dividend on each of the new shares will be 
37.5 cents per share. The number of shares will increase from 55.4 million to 110.8 million 
(Yes, that's $41,550,000 in dividends this quarter). In the meantime, Metropolitan Edison 
Co. has asked the Pa. Public Utility Commission for an increase in its energy-cost rate. If 
approved, the monthly bill of a residential customer would increase by $2.25. The overall 
request is for a $45 million rate increase..enough to cover the increased dividend plus 
some change! Coincidence? Cosmic design? Material for a Time-Life book? Or just busi
ness as usual?

New Susquehanna Valley Nuclear Waste Dump Pushed

PP&L has filed the final environmental report on a $23 million, 12,000 square foot radio
active waste holding facility. The building is constructed of steel and has moveable 
interior concrete walls. It is designed to receive a total of 60,000 cubic feet of cement- 
solidified and dry trash drums per year from the two Berwick reactors, it has a four-year, 
240,000 cubic foot capacity.

Help Sought for the Children of Chernobyl
by Deb Davenport 

Five years after the nuclear accident in Chernobyl, the truth about the health effects from 
that event are surfacing. In the Ukraine, four million people, and in its neighbor Byelo
russia, 2.2 million people, are living on lapd. contaminated with radioactive fallout. Be
cause of severe food shortages in the U.S.S.R., c.tizens there are forced to eat food grown 
there. The constant exposure coupled with the original dose during the accident are 
taking a terrible toll on populations around Chernobyl, particularly the children.

Plagued by both malnutrition and debilitating illness, many children are being lost and 
many more will be unless adequate aid reaches them in time. Thyroid problems, severe 
anemia, leukemias, and sarcomas numbering in the thousands have been reported and 
there are not the facilities nor supplies to treat the affected children. One person in charge 
of a relief group has estimated there are 80,000 children identified as having serious 
health problems and needing treatment, a number others have characterized as the "tip 
of the iceberg."

How serious is the problem? In the U.S., 2,600 cases of pediatric leukemia appear each 
year. A recent report published in People said a clinic in Byelorussia has treated 7,000 
children for leukemia since the Chernobyl accident.

I hope some of TMI Alert's members and other newsletter recipients will find a way to 
reach out to help these children. Listed below are two groups now sending aid to 
Chernobyl's children. Both have access to planes to get goods to that area, assuring that 
items sent will arrive.

Americans for Human Rights in the Ukraine
43 Midland Place
Newark, New Jersey 07106
Contact: Betty Olshaniwsky
201/373-9729
Seeks vitamins or cash contributions

The Children of Chernobyl Relief Fund
272 Old Short Hills Road
Short Hills, New Jersey 07078
Contact: Nadia Matkiwsky 
201/376-5140
Seeks cash or goods. One hospital 
established, working on second, seeking 
funding/supplies for third.

For more information, contact Debbie Davenport, the Harrisburg-Hiroshima-Nagasaki 
Committee, 717/763-9552.
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DOE Study Finds Increased Cancer Risk Among Oak Ridge Workers
from The Nuclear Monitor, March 25,1991

A major new study at the Department of Energy's (DOE) Oak Ridge facility has found 
that workers exposed to even low levels of radiation had higher death from cancer rates 
than unexposed workers. The study, published March 20 in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association, concluded that the cancer effects of low-dose, slow-delivery radia
tion were ten times higher than seen in the population exposed to radiation from the 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombs. This lends new credence to the theory that long-term 
exposure to low levels of radiation is more hazardous than exposure to higher radiation 
levels in a short period.

According to the study, which was funded by the DOE, each rem of radiation exposure 
accounted for nearly a 5% increase in the risk of fatal cancer.

Workers at the plant were exposed to an average of only 1.7 rem over the entire course of 
their careers. Only 638 of the 8318 workers studied received over 5 rem during their 
careers. Five rem is the permissible annual amount nuclear workers may receive, accord
ing to NRC radiation standards. Whether the study means increased risk among resi
dents near nuclear facilities is unknown.

Workers at the Oak Ridge plant actually were found to have lower-than-expected death 
rates, even from cancer. This is believed to be due to the nature of the study population: 
well-paid white working men with access to health care and other societal benefits. 
However, the study did find that deaths from leukemia were 63% higher than expected, a 
potentially staggering finding, especially considering that other death rates were lower 
than expected.

Major Bush Campaign Contributor Said to be Next NRC Chairman

Ivan Selin, whose background includes no known work on nuclear power issues, is 
reportedly the White House's choice to replace current NRC chairman Kenneth Carr, 
whose term expires June 30. Selin, who made the top-100 list of Bush campaign contribu
tors, currently serves as an under secretary in the State Department. He founded a com
puter consulting firm, American Management Systems, which has annual revenues of 
more than $200 million. It has been suggested that Selin was selected primarily because 
of his lack of a grasp on nuclear issues, which means he'll be open to guidance from 
White House nuclear promoter John Sununu.

No More Chernobyls!
Conference for a Nuclear Free 1990s

Help Create a National Grassroots Safe Energy 
Strategy! Join Us on the 5th Anniversary of the 
Chernobyl Disaster • April 26-29,1991 • Hyatt 

Regency Hotel • Washington, D.C

Sponsored by:
Nuclear Information and Resource Service 

Safe Energy Communication Council 
Greenpeace

HEAR...Ralph Nader, Lois Gibbs, Amory 
Lovins, Hon. Claudine Schneider,

Jeremy Rifkin, Robert Pollard and More!

Program Events include... Fifty workshops 
to discuss ideas and design strategies... 
And Ben & Jerry's Saturday Night Ice 

Cream Social and Much More!

for more information contact: 
Nuclear Information and Resource Service, 

1424 16th St. NW, Suite 601, 
Washington, D.C. 20036, 202-328-0002

Renewable

Energy Survey Says...
In a December 1990 national poll, a vast 
majority of Americans ranked renewable 
energy and conservation as their #1 or #2 
priority for government funding (75% and 
67%). Nuclear power ranked last (25%).

Sources: Research/Strategy/Management. 
Greenberg-Lake: The Analysis Group 

© Safe Energy Communication Council

Nuclear
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Middletown Asked to "Sponsor" TMI Monitoring System

Middletown borough council has been asked to serve as the municipal sponsor of the 
Three Mile Island Citizen's Monitoring Network, a system designed to provide the com
munity with a credible, independent source of information on radiation released by the 
plant. The system will also alert plant management and state and local authorities of off
site radiation levels during planned releases and provide them with data on increases in 
radiation of unknown origin.

TMIA Chairperson Deb Baker, a long-time proponent of a citizens' monitoring network, 
met with the Middletown officials on May 29 along with Dan Smythe, President of Inter
national Medcom, the designer of the monitoring system, and Jonathan Berger of the TMI 
Public Health Fund.

Baker, Smythe, and Berger told the Council the TMI Public Health Fund would provide 
more than $500,000 worth of equipment and training to supplement equipment the 
Citizen's Monitoring Network already has* i place, allowing more people to participate 
in the network, providing automatic data collection and transmission at 49 locations, 
providing 30 portable stations, and providing equipment and training to increase the 
effectiveness of the program.

While Middletown is considering entering an agreement with the Public Health Fund to 
serve as the municipal sponsor of the network, some Borough Council members have 
suggested a joint sponsorship with other municipalities. This avenue will be explored 
with the Lower Dauphin Council of Governments later this month. For more informa
tion, contact Deb Baker at 761-8955.

New Study Says TMI Stress More Likely Cancer Cause Than TMI Radiation

A report in the May 25 issue of The American Journal of Public Health says stress from the 
TMI accident may account for the high cancer rates found in people living nearest the 
plant. The study, conducted for the TMI Public Health Fund (and disputed by local folks 
who closely monitor TMI-related health issues), says stress from the accident may have 
accelerated existing cancers in residents near the plant, or worried residents may have 
gone to their doctors for checkups, simply causing more cancers to be found.
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According to TMIA's Kay Pickering, the Health Fund will schedule a public briefing 
regarding the study findings in the Harrsiburg area in the near future. Copies of the 
article are available from the TMIA office. Call Kay at 233-7897.

GPU Shareholders Focus on Profits

The dominant theme at this year's annual meeting of GPU shareholders was the robust 
strength of their stock. GPU's net income from 1989 to 1990 only rose by $4 million, their 
earnings per share actually decreased by a penny, and their return on equity decreased .9 
percent. But Wall Street is still bullish on the stock. Why? Because GPU's stock which 
was selling for 17 1/8 in 1985, is now selling at 49 1/2. Also, GPU issued a 2-for-l stock 
split on April 26. In addition, GPU subsidiary Jersey Central Power and Light recently 
got a six percent rate increase and Met Ed is requesting a $45 million rate increase. GPU 
Chairman Standly Hoch stated that, "GPU is not contemplating any nuclear construction 
in the future." But, he added, "...nuclear power should once again become an option for 
this industry."

TMIA Seeks Intervenor Status on Long-Term Storage

Suggesting that GPU is seeking to create a long-term, high-level, radioactive waste dump 
in the middle of the Susquehanna River, TMIA representative Eric Epstein is seeking 
intervenor status for an NRC proceeding on GPU's plan for TMI Unit 2.

GPU's proposal, Post Defueling Monitored Storage (PDMS), calls for the sealing Unit 2, 
placing the reactor in "long-term storage" until Unit l's operating license expires on 
April 19, 2014. At that time the utility would begin decommissioning both TMI units.

As Epstein states in his letter to the NRC, "A postponement of the cleanup will result in 
the loss of the biggest and most sophisticated nuclear cleanup crew in the United States. 
The collective experience embodied in the TIv{J-2 cleanup workforce will be difficult, if 
not impossible, to replicate in 20 to 90 years."

To date, the largest facility decontaminated and decommissioned in the U.S. was the 52 
megawatt Shippingport reactor. TMI-2 is 880 megawatts. Epstein calls for the immediate 
decontamination and decommissioning of TMI-2.

Comments on Low-Level Rad Waste Storage Due June 28

The Department of Environmental Resources (DER) is collecting public comments on a 
revised siting proposal from Chem-Nuclear Systems detailing the company's approach to 
locating three suitable locations for a low-level radioactive waste disposal facility in 
Pennsylvania. In February, DER rejected Chem-Nuclear's first proposal and called for a 
revision which would keep state parks, state forests, and game lands from being consid
ered as potential sites. According to DER, public comment on the first proposal "rein
forced" the Department's decision to disapprove the plan. A copy of the proposal may be 
obtained from DER's South Central Regional Office, One Ararat Blvd., Harrisburg, tele
phone 717/657-4585. Comments are due no later than June 28.

Please renew your membership, then give more to support TMIA activities

Name ______________________________  Phone __________________________

Address-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  ZIP------------
Intervention Fund Contribution: Q$10 □ $20 □ $50 ^$100 □ MORE (Checks in the amount of $50 
or more can be made payable to the TMI Legal Fund for tax deduction purposes.

Membership: ____$15 Regular Members ____$50 Sustaining Membership
____$25 Non-Profit Organization ____ $100 Patron 
____$5 Low Income/Student ____ $200 Club Member

____$5 Non-member newsletter subscription

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN TO TMIA, 315 Peffer Street, Harrisburg, PA 17102



TMIA Alert June, 1991 Page 3

NRC Seeks to By-Pass State Legislatures on "BRC" Proposal

Remember the NRC's Below Regulatory Concern (BRC) move to deregulate nuclear 
waste and allow them in public landfills, incinerators, and sewage systems? Well, it 
didn't go away. While Pennsylvania and five other states passed anti-BRC laws to protect 
citizens from unregulated radioactive waste dumping, the NRC has not abandoned the 
plan.

On February 26,1991, the NRC, bowing to the pressure of unprecedented citizen opposi
tion, temporarily acknowledged the defeat of its BRC concept. They deferred implemen
tation of BRC waste petitions and assigned an NRC staff member with the task of build
ing consensus on BRC.

Now NRC representatives are meeting with state radiation protection officials (who 
normally represent the nuclear industry) and medical facilities (which already have 
exemptions) to determine acceptable BRC levels. The goal of the "consensus building" is 
to stall and kill state legislation preventing BRC and to stall and kill the federal bills 
(HR645, from Rep. George Miller, D-California and an identical bill from Sen. Mitchell). 
You can help by letting every elected official from the local level (these folks are being 
pitched at the National Association of Towns and Townships, the League of Cities, etc. as 
all are key players against BRC) to Pennsylvania's Congressional delegation.

U.S. Senate Energy Committee Approves One-Step Licensing

By a 14-6 vote the Senate Energy Committee rejected an amendment to remove the one- 
step reactor licensing provision from the Bush Administration's so-called national energy 
strategy bill. The amendment from Sen. Paul Wellstone (D-Minn.) would have removed 
all reactor licensing provisions from the bill, leaving the issue for the courts to decide. 
Wellstone also offered an amendment to allow the states to establish more protective 
safety standards than the NRC's, but this one went down 14-5. It is expected the Senate 
Environment Committee will hold hearings on the bill and provide stronger opposition 
to the Bush Administration/nuclear industry language.

Japanese Accident, New Cuban Nuke Cause Concern

Japan suffered its worst nuclear accident on February 9 when the emergency core cool
ing system failed after a steam generator tube ruptured at the Kansai Electric Power 
Companie's Mihama Nuclear Power Station in northern Japan. Full details of the acci
dent and how much radioactivity was released haven't been made public and observers 
in Japan say estimates released by the Ministry of International Trade and Industry 
(MITT) are probably underrated.

Meanwhile, Cuba is nearing completion of a four-reactor nuclear generating station that 
has raised the concerns of some nuclear officials here. Meant to sound reassuring, offi
cials point out the design of the reactors is far more comparable to TMI than to Cher
nobyl.

Works Sought for Arts for Peace and Justice Exhibition

Galerie 110 st Strawberry Square will host the 2nd annual "Arts for Peace and Justice" 
exhibition, jointly sponsored by Galerie 110 and the Harrisburg-Hiroshima-Nagasaki 
Committee. Exhibit organizers seek visual art in any medium including photography, 
prose, poetry, and sculpture. Please phone Fleur Byers by July 1 at 774-5811 for more 
information. If you wish to exhibit, send a self-addressed stamped envelope to Fleur 
Byers, 36 Drexel Place, New Cumberland, PA 17070. The exhibition is scheduled for 
August 3-9.
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CALENDAR CALENDAR CALENDAR
Sunday, July 14 TMIA Summer Picnic and Swim Party
August 3-9 Arts for Peace and Justice, Galerie 110, Strawberry Square
Sunday, August 4 Program, Peace for a Just and Habitable World, 2-5PM, featuring the 
film TM1 - Accident Without End and the Paper Sword Poets. Harrisburg YWCA, 215 
Market Street.
Thursday, August 8 Candles on the Water - Meet at 7PM at Market Square Presbyterian 
Church and walk to waterfront for program co-sponsored by the Inter-Religious Forum.

12 Years After the Accident

TMIA Summer Picnic 
and Splash Party

Fun, food, frolic and friends at the annual Camp Riley picnic.

Date: Sunday, July 14 (Rain or Shine)

Time: Noon until...

Come early & get in the pool!

Tee-Shirts & Bumper 
Stickers Available

k______ __ ______ /
Place: Camp Reily
Go north on Front Street past Fort Hunter (or 322 West until you reach Rt. 443), 
then turn right onto Rt. 443 east. Go less than 2 miles. The road to Camp Reily 
will be on your left

Donation: $5 per adult/$2 per child

Music: Dewey & Others
Activities Include:

Swimming 1:00 to 7.00 p.m.
Land and pool volley ball
Greased watermelon contest
Rockin’ & Rollin’
Much, much, much, much more!!!

Bring food to share for the big potluck dinner at 5 PM.
Beverages provided.
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Epstein Will Intervene on TMIA's Behalf, Funds Needed for Effort

TMIA representative Eric Epstein has been granted status as an intervenor and will head 
TMIA's effort to block GPU Nuclear from creating a long-term, high-level, radioactive 
waste dump in the middle of the Susquehanna River.

In correspondence with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Epstein has presented 
TMIA's opposition to GPU's proposal for what it terms “Post Defueling Monitored 
Storage" (PDMS), essentially sealing Unit 2's reactor and placing it in “long-term stor
age" until Unit l's operating license expires on April 19, 2014, when the utility proposes 
to decommission both TMI units.

If previous interventions are any indication, TMIA can expect expenses for copying, 
phone charges, postage and expert witnesses to run into the thousands of dollars ($20,000 
was spent on the evaporation intervention in an 18 month period), money (our regular 
readers shouldn't be surprised to learn) TMIA doesn't have in the bank.

“This will be costly, but it is one we can win," Epstein said. Epstein's research to date has 
shown there are arguments on which the utility is particularly vulnerable and there are 
expert witnesses who—if TMIA can afford to bring them in—can potentially have great 
impact on the outcome.

The TMIA Planning Council approved the group's first major fund-raising effort in 
recent years in conjunction with the PDMS intervention. "We haven't put the arm on 
people for contributions in several years," said Planning Council Chairperson Deb Baker, 
“so I'm interested in seeing if the Alert can bring in enough funds to get the intervention 
moving. If not, we may have to solicit people for phone bank duty or to help with a direct 
mail campaign, but I hope Alert readers will contribute." In addition, Baker says volun
teers will be needed for research, clerical tasks, and other chores along the way. Volun
teers should leave a message for Eric at TMIA's office.

As noted above, the expenses will be in the thousands of dollars. Alert Alert readers will 
find a form below (turn the page) on which to record their contributions. Legal Fund con
tributions are tax deductible. Contributions directly to TMIA are not. No firm date has 
been set for the hearing, but indications are a pre-hearing conference will be held in 
October.

A RED X INDICATES
YOUR DUES PAYMENT
IS REQUESTED

YOUR SUPPORT 
NEEDED FOR 
INTERVENTION - 
PLEASE HELP

PRINTED ON

RECYCLED PAPER
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In office only about a month, the new chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
Ivan Selin, appears to be more pragmatic about energy issues than the two industry 
cheerleaders who preceded him in that office. An electrical engineer by training (in 
contrast to the two nuclear navy admirals who occupied the chair before him), Selin 
comes to the NRC from the State Department where he was an under secretary for man
agement. Already, nuclear plant owners have shown concern over Selin's decision to 
slow the process for renewing plant licenses (a procedure steamrolled through by Ken
neth Carr in his last day's as chairman). Selin told The New York Times there are 111 oper
ating plants with 80 designs. Even "the ones that are the same are different," he said. He 
called for the next generation of plants to be standardized (so they can be licensed generi
cally) and safe.

NRC Will Hold Hearings on Embrittlement

In a surprise move, the NRC announced on July 2 they would hold a hearing to examine 
allegations that Yankee Rowe's reactor pressure vessel has become dangerously em
brittled. The announcement came on Chairman Ivan Selin's first day on the job and was 
read by some as Selin's way of notifying the world that Kenneth Carr's era was over. A 
vote on the matter was slated for July 31 (just after the Alert went to press).

NRC Backs Off on Low-Level Waste Dumping

The NRC has declared a self-imposed 18-month moratorium on its Below Regulatory 
Concern (BRC) policy which would allow the dumping of low-level nuclear waste with 
household trash in landfills and municipal incinerators. NRC spokesman Frank Ingram 
says the moratorium doesn't mean the NRC has given up on BRC, only that it hopes to 
spend the time building a consensus for the policy with Congress, states, environmental 
groups and the nuclear industry.

Researchers to Gauge if Brain Cancers Linked to Los Alamos Lab

An informal, scientifically unsubstantiated study by a resident of Los Alamos has found 
48 brain cancers or cancers of the nervous system in this community of 18,000, an inci
dence nine times higher than the national rate. The New Mexico Department of Health 
and the U.S. Department of Energy has announced a $250,000 study to determine if there 
is indeed a "brain cancer cluster" there and, if so, what caused it. The community, 35 
northwest of Santa Fe, is home of the Los Alamos National Laboratory, one of three 
American birthplaces for the military use of the atom.

TMI-2 Parts Sold

GPU's "TMI Community Report" informs us that parts of Unit 2 have been sold to other 
nuclear plants in need of spare parts. The report said a 98-ton turbine shaft was sold to 
Virginia Electric and a turbine-generator exciter (it "produces a magnetic field to make 
the generator generate electricity") went to Arkansas Power. It said an auction was held 
in 1990 to sell off $2.5 million of surplus materials. Several TMIA members who weren't 
aware of the auction said they’re sorry to have missed the opportunity to bid farewell.

Please renew your membership, then give more to support TMIA activities

Name ______________________________  Phone --------------------------------------------

Address-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  ZIP------------
Intervention Fund Contribution: Q$10 □ $20 □ $50 Q$100 □ MORE (Checks in the amount of $50 
or more can be made payable to the TMI Legal Fund for tax deduction purposes.
Membership: ____ $15 Regular Members ____$50 Sustaining Membership

____$25 Non-Profit Organization ____ $100 Patron 
____$5 Low Income/Student ____ $200 Club Member

____$5 Non-member newsletter subscription

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN TO TMIA, 315 Peffer Street, Harrisburg, PA 17102
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Picnic Was a Huge Success

TMIA's July 14 picnic at Camp Riley in Fishing Creek Valley was a huge success. Our 
thanks to everyone who attended, gave a donation, and helped with the clean-up. There 
will be a Halloween Party, Saturday, October 26—so mark your calendar now.

TMI Will Be Featured in Environmental Series

If you have your own satellite dish (or a cable company with the capability of pulling in 
the program), Three Mile Island: Valley of Death will be satellite broadcast on August 11 
from 7 to 9 PM. The ominously titled program is but one of a series of shows being car
ried over 9 consecutive Sundays under the sponsorship of Greenpeace and the Safe 
Energy Communications Council. Other shows in the series include: Food Irradiation: The 
Zapping of What We Eat on August 25; EMF: The New Threat on September 1; and What 
You Should Know if You Live 50 Miles from an Atomic Power Plant on September 22. The 
program will be transmitted on satellite Westar 5, transponder 6.

Environmental Conference Will Include East Europeans

TMIA members have an opportunity to discuss environmental concerns during the 
second ECOLOGIA conference which will take place in northeastern Pennsylvania from 
October 7 to October 21. The conference theme is "Environmental Protection and Moni
toring: Empowering the Grassroots." More than 30 participants are expected represent
ing Hungary, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, and the Ukraine. ECOLOGIA's first 
conference (the name comes from ECOlogists Linked for Organizing Grassroots Initia
tives and Action) coincided with the 20th anniversary of Earth Day and involved 20 
participants from 4 Soviet Republics. TMIA Eric Epstein sat in on part of last year's 
conference and says it was exciting to find kindred spirits from so distant a location.

The conference will be open to representatives from American environmental organiza
tions (like TMIA) on the weekend of October 12 and 13 for a two-day conference entitled 
"Green Politics: The Challenge of Success." Soviet and Eastern European participants are 
preparing short (10-20 minute) reports on their recent experiences associated with elec
toral success. The Soviets invited represent 30 environmental groups ranging in size from 
a small Lithuanian group with 18 members to the "Slovak Union for Nature and Land
scape Protection" claiming 16,000. The registration fee for the weekend conference is 
$85.00. Phone 717/434-2873 for more information.

Acceptable Risk?
Federal agencies often use the concept of 
"acceptable risk" to determine the 
permissable level of public exposure to a 
chemical or radioactive substance. But 
agency definitions of "acceptable risk" 
vary dramatically.

Food and Drug
Administration

Environmental 
Protection Agency

Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission

Source: Lave/Byrd, “How Much Risk Is Acceptable?” Forum for 
Applied Research and Public Policy, Chapel Hill, NC 
© Safe Energy Communication Council

TMIA Backs Growth Management Policy

TMIA is among 25 organizations endorsing the 
Growth Management Needs Statement and 
Policy Statement of the Pennsylvania Environ
mental Council. The Council has published a 
new handbook, Guiding Growth, Building Better 
Communities and Protecting Our Countryside, 
which is available for $18.00 from: Pa. Environ
mental Council, 1211 Chestnut Street, Suite 900, 
Philadelphia, PA 19107, or phone, 1-800-322- 
9214.

Forget About "Energy Independence" Claims

According to the U.S. Department of Energy, 
U.S. utilities imported 60% of all the uranium 
they used in 1990, a large chunk of it from the 
Soviet Union.
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A Forum on Energy and Environmental Issues

U.S. Energy Policy: Theater of the Absurd
By DAVID ZUCKER

(VPT) — It was about this time 
two years ago that I was completely 
stuck. We had come up with enough 
jokes to fill three movies, had a couple 
of stars ready to go, and a title, “The 
Naked Gun 272: The Smell of Fear.” 
But there was a problem. We didn’t 
feel audiences would be content just 
to watch Leslie Nielsen’s attempts to 
rekindle his romance with Priscilla 
Presley, no matter how hotly pas
sionate that promised to be.

No, a stronger plot was needed 
here, and as the sequel’s director 
and co-screenwriter, it was my job to 
come up with something.

Then an environmentalist friend 
convinced me to go along on a tour 
of the Luz solar power plant in Cali
fornia’s Mojave Desert. During the 
tour, I was struck by three things. 
One, that solar energy is practical 
and already operational (the Luz 
plant can produce enough electric
ity to supply 350,000 homes). Two, 
no one (including myself) seemed to 
know about the success of solar 
power. And three, it sure is hot in the 
desert. I then realized that none of 
the comedies that I had been involved 
with were as absurd as the U.S. 
government’s energy policy of con
tinued dependence on oil, coal and 
nuclear power.

1 was ecstatic. 1 had my plot. 
Paralleling the current debate on 
Capitol Hill over a National Energy 
Strategy, the movie’s villains would 
attempt to keep the public from dis
covering that cleaner, safer and less 
expensive energy alternatives—like 
wind power, photovoltaic cells, su
per-efficient windows, fluorescent 
light bulbs and solar electric cars — 
are available now. The only one who 
can possibly stop the villains? Our 
hero, intelligence-free Lieutenant 
Frank Drebin!

Meanwhile, real life special in
terests continue to persuade the 

Administration to shortchange en
ergy efficiency and renewable en
ergy sources while embracing short
sighted, costly and dangerous op
tions like reviving nuclear power and 
drilling for oil off the California coast 
and in the environmentally sensitive 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

Through personal experience, I 
know that alternative energy options 
are more sensible and economical. 1 
drive an electric car to work every 
day. At home, I recycle and com
post. I’ve replaced most of the light
ing in my house with compact fluo- 
rescents, installed low-flow shower 
heads and toilets, and just ordered a 
super energy efficient refrigerator.

I believe that because the enter
tainment community has the ear of 
the public, it’s our responsibility to 
communicate safe, sane energy so
lutions. Economical and environ
mentally sound energy technologies, 
likesolar, wind and energyefficiency 
are practical and ready today.

With new federal efficiency stan
dards we can make compact fluores
cent lightbulbs and energy efficient 
appliances common household fix
tures, not just specialty items in 
catalogs. And instead of squander
ing taxpayers’ money by subsidizing 
more oil and nuclear, our govern
ment must reinstate renewable en
ergy tax incentives and triple the 
federal budget for renewable energy 
research and development.

The President’s own campaign 
pollster Vince Breglio recently found 
that 75 percent of the public want 
renewable energy or conservation 
to be the government’s highest fund
ing priority, while only 22 percent 
support oil, coal or nuclear power as 
their first choice. Our challenge is to 
harness the overwhelming public 
support for renewable resources into 
political muscle to push legislation 
for safe energy options, and start 

accounting for the large environ
mental, social and defense-related 
costs of fossil fuels and nuclear 
power.

Numerous progressive business 
and educational organizations have 
launched grassroots campaigns to 
call for safe, sane energy policies. By 
reaching thousands of individuals, 
“The Naked Gun 27«" will comple
ment these important efforts.

While energy has once again be
come a hotly debated topicon Capitol 
Hill, the discussion hasn’t yet 
reached the average American 
household. It is my vision that the 
film will help do just that: place en
ergypolicies squarely on the public’s 
agenda. And, in light of the serious
ness of the matter, provide a welcome 
dose of comic relief as well.

David Zucker is a film writer and 
director based in Los Angeles. His 
work includes Airplane!, Ruthless 
People, and The Naked Gun.

April Smith, Mr. Zucker’s Environ
mental Projects Coordinator, as
sisted with this commentary.

© 1991 Safe Energy Communication 
Council

Letters should be addressed to 
VIEWPOINT, c/o SECC, 1717 Massa
chusetts Ave. NW, Suite LL-215, 
Washington, D.C. 20036

VIEWPOINT provides the nation’s 
press with expert opinion on timely 
energy and environmental issues. 
VIEWPOINT is a public service of the 
Safe Energy Communication Council, 
a non-profit organization working to 
provide factual and educational infor
mation on our country’s energy 
choices.

Suite 1X215. 1717 Massachusetts Ave.. NW Washington. D C 20036 (202) 483-8491
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Join the
SAFE ENERGY...WRITE NOW!

CAMPAIGN
Safe Energy Communication Council
1717 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Suite LL215
Washington, D C. 20036
(202) 483-8491

Dear Activist,

Greetings! On June 25th in Washington, DC, prominent Congressional, business, 
entertainment and environmental leaders joined together to kick off the national grassroots 
"SAFE ENERGY—WRITE NOW!" petition and postcard campaign demanding safe, clean and 
affordable national energy policies and opposing the Bush/Sununu/Johnston National Energy 
Tragedy (eg.- S37G, S.1220 and H.R.1301).

More than 100.000 signed postcards and petitions were presented by Act Now, USPIRG, 
Sierra Club, Greenpeace and the Safe Energy Communication Council.

Launching the campaign were Senators Howard Metzenbaum (D-OH) and Paul 
Wellstone (D-MN); US. Rep. Howard Wolpe (D-MI); Ed Smeloff, President of the Sacramento 
Utility District; Jerry Greenfield of Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream; Allan Newman, President of Seventh 
Generation Products and movie writer/director David Zucker (Airplane!, Ruthless People and 
this summer's blockbuster comedy hit, The Naked Gun 2 1/2: The Smell of Fear).

Our goal is to gather at least one million signatures by September 15th to deliver to 
Congress at a safe energy rally on the steps of the Capitol. Will you join this effort?

Will you get 100 of your group's members, associates, family and friends to sign on? 
Take advantage of the comedy The Naked Gun 2 1/2, which is reaching millions of Americans 
with the safe energy message. One creative and effective way to collect signatures is to petition 
audiences as they leave theaters showing The Naked Gun 2 1/Z You can make copies of the 
petition on the reverse side. We've also enclosed David Zucker’s op-ed that you can publish in 
your local papers and newsletters.

The Administration's lip service to renewable energy sources and efficiency measures is 
simply unacceptable. It's time for a grassroots groundswell demanding a non-nuclear, national 
safe energy strategy now - - not more nuclear waste, pollution, add rain, and global warming.

We are excited about working with you on this crucial campaign. Together, we can 
achieve this goal. Call the Safe Energy Communication Coundl for more information about the 
SAFE ENERGY-WRITE NOW! Campaign.

P.S. Keep up to date on energy, environmental and nuclear issues: Watch the Earth Information System broadcasts 
beginning Sunday, July 28th, from 7pm to 9pm EST on Satellite Westar 5, Transponder 6. Highlights of the "No 
More Chemobyls" Conference for a Nuclear Free 1990s will be aired! (see enclosure for viewing information)

Environmental Action • Environmental Policy Institute • Friends of the Earth • Media Access Project • Organizing Media Project • U.S Public Interest
Research Group • Public Media Center • Renew America • Sierra CluL • Telecommunications Research and Action Center
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All But Nuclear Plant Fuel Dubbed “Low Level” Wastes by DER

To the surprise of most interested observers, the Department of Environ
mental Resources has confirmed that all kinds of material from nuclear 
power plants—including used control rods—would be stored in the proposed 
“low-level” radioactive waste facility being planned for Pennsylvania.

The waste facility, which will be operated by Chem-Nuclear Systems, Inc. 
of South Carolina (a wholly-owned subsidiary of Waste Management, Inc.), 
is to accept wastes from Maryland, Delaware, West Virginia and Pennsyl
vania. Previously, while state officials admitted materials from nuclear 
plants would be included, discussions were limited to things like protective 
clothing, rags, filters, and other materials contaminated in day-to-day 
operations. Jeff Schmidt of the Pa. Sierra Club said he only learned re
cently that state officials intend on dumping “decommissioning wastes” 
from nuclear power plants at the proposed facility. Such materials, 
Schmidt says, are “much hotter and much longer lived” than wastes from 
medical centers and research facilities.

The TMIA office has a copy of the Chem-Nuclear Systems Phase I Siting 
Plan available for review. Call Kay or Eric at 233-7897 if you wish to stop 
by the office to review the plan.

Evaluation Report on PDMS Delayed - Support Appreciated, Needed

TMIA intervernor Eric Epstein reports the NRC staff’s safety evaluation 
report on Post Defueled Monitored Storage (PDMS), which was expected in 
early September, has been delayed and won’t be completed until late Octo
ber. Therefore, an NRC pre-hearing conference on PDMS will not take place 
until early 1992.

TMIA extends its thanks to all members who have renewed their member
ships and send additional funds to assist with the PDMS intervention. Addi
tional funds are needed to support the intervention process. Please contrib
ute what you can.

A RED X INDICATES
YOUR DUES PAYMENT
IS REQUESTED

Three Mile Island Alert
315 Peffer Street'
Harrisburg, PA V102: ■'

V

Halloween Party 
October 26

OPEN 
IMMEDIATELY



TMIA Alert October, 1991 Page 2

Embrittlement Worries Lead to Yankee Rowe Closing

On July 31, 1991, the NRC unanimously rejected a petition filed by the Un
ion of Concerned Scientists CUCS) and the New England Coalition Against 
Nuclear Pollution (NECAP) calling for the immediate suspension of Yankee 
Rowe’s operating license. The NRC action appeared to give the green light to 
Yankee Atomic to keep the plant running through a scheduled refueling in 
April, 1992, but an appeal by UCS brought to light a series of problems with 
the reactor and focused attention to an embrittled reactor vessel.

Basing its claims on internal NRC staff reviews, UCS argued that the 31- 
year-old reactor’s pressure vessel no longer meets NRC regulations due to 
serious embrittlement caused by three decades of radiation bombardment. 
The result, according to UCS, “is a pressure vessel so brittle it could 
rupture...leading to an uncontained release of radioactivity to the environ
ment.”

The NRC, in a stunning reversal, ordered Yankee Rowe closed on October 1, 
voicing concerns about the safety of the containment vessel. At the time it 
was ordered closed, the plant was the nation’s oldest operating nuclear 
power plant. The shutdown decision is significant because the nuclear indus
try has been supporting the renewal of plant licenses about to expire in the 
next decade. “With no new plants being built,” said TMIA spokesman Eric 
Epstein, “the industry will atrophy as the licenses expire, unless operators 
can convince the NRC to extend the lives of plants that grow more danger
ous each day they operate.”

According to Epstein, Yankee Rowe’s is a 167 megawatt Westinghouse reac
tor that went on-line in 1961. While TMI’s 808 megawatt Babcock and 
Wilcox reactor has only been on-line since 1974, embrittlement may be ac
celerated due to the larger fuel capacity. He says this issue may be ad
dressed during hearings on the Post Defueled Monitor Storage (PDMS) pro
posal and he commended UCS and NECAP for their efforts in getting “poten
tially the most dangerous plant in the country” closed.

Letters to Legislators Needed on Energy Strategy and “BRC”

The U.S. Senate may soon consider S. 1220, the National Energy Strategy 
bill. Developed by President Bush and John Sununu and sponsored by Sens. 
Bennett Johnston (D-La.) and Malcolm Wallop (R-Wyo.), S. 1220 is a com
prehensive energy policy bill that would move our nation in precisely the 
wrong direction. It emphasizes production over energy efficiency, and turns 
over more of our tax dollars to the nuclear, coal, and oil industries at the 
expense of energy sources such as solar, wind, and other renewable re
sources. Sen. Al Gore (D-Tenn.) characterized the policy as “breathtakingly 
dumb” and said it would be an environmental nightmare for every American 
community.

Please renew your membership, then give more to support TMIA activities

Name ____________________ _____________ Phone_____________________________

Address__________________ -____________________________________  ZIP________
Intervention Fund Contribution: U$10 □ $20 □ $50 Q$100 □ MORE (Checks in the amount of $50 
or more can be made payable to the TMI Legal Fund for tax deduction purposes).

Membership: ____$15 Regular Members ____$50 Sustaining Membership
____$25 Non-Profit Organization ____ $100 Patron 
____$5 Low Income/Student ____ $200 Club Member

____$5 Non-member newsletter subscription

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN TO TMIA, 315 Peffer Street, Harrisburg, PA 17102
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Among other things, S. 1220 promotes oil drilling in the pristine Arctic Na
tional Wildlife Refuge, contains new giveaways to the coal and oil industries, 
and provides for “one-step” reactor licensing. While the nation desperately 
needs a national energy strategy, S. 1220 isn’t it. Please write Senators 
Wofford and Specter and let them know you oppose this hackwards step.

You can help hury the NRC’s Below Regulatory Concern (BRC) proposal 
which is designed to allow a large share of the nuclear waste stream to be 
recycled into consumer goods or disposed of in municipal incinerators and 
landfills. Simply write Congress and let them know you oppose this health
threatening proposal. If you are writing a Senator, ask for support for Sena
tor Mitchell’s S. 1111 which seeks to repeal the NRC’s 1986 and 1990 BRC 
policies and to give states the authority to regulate any radioactive wastes 
deregulated by the federal government.

If writing a House member, ask that they support the strengthened sub
committee version of H.R. 645 which would remove the NRC’s authority to 
deregulate radioactive materials, revoke the BRC policies, and expand the 
authority of states to regulate radioactive materials deregulated by the fed
eral government. Please send copies of your letters to: Bill Magavern, U.S. 
PIRG, 215 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, D.C. 20003.

Return Your Petition to NAIL

House Address: Senate Address:
ReD.
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Senator
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

The August Alert included a petition from the Nuclear Action & Information 
Lobby (NAIL) for you to circulate, against the Bush/Sununu/Johnston Na
tional Energy Strategy. Now’s the time to return them to NAIL at the ad
dress on the bottom of the petition: 1424 16th Street, NW, #601, Washing
ton, DC 20036.

TMIA on “Renewables” Resource List

TMIA is listed among other safe energy groups and renewable energy re
source contacts in a resource guide published by the Union of Concerned 
Scientists for a new national campaign designed to change the public percep
tion of solar power, wind power, and other renewable energy sources. UCS 
will help interested people plan and carry out educational activities and 
political actions that promote greater use of renewable energy. For more 
information, write UCS at 26 Church Street, Cambridge, MA 02238, or call 
them at 617/547-5552.

It’s Never Too Early for Holiday Shopping

The 1992 Peace Calender is available at TMIA’s 315 Peffer Street office for 
only $10.00. This great holiday gift could be perfect for the social activist on 
your holiday gift list.

Oct. 26-27 A conference celebrating the 20th anniversary of Public Citizen, Georgetown 
U. Conf. Center, Washington, D.C. Theme: "Taking Back America - A New Democracy for the 
90s." For more information: TMIA 233-7897 by 10/18.
Oct. 26 Halloween Party - 8PM at 6th Streeet Fire Hall, 3701 N. 6th, Harrisburg
Nov. 8-12 World Women's Congress for a Healthy Planet, Miami, FL. The focus is on 
women's roles and needs, the participation of men is welcome.
Dec. 14 Peace Pilgrimage. 11:30AM - 7:30PM A ten-mile walk via Rt. 191 from Naza
reth to Bethlehem, Pa.
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A Forum on Energy and Environmental Issues

Sacramento Solution: Energy Efficiency
By ED SMELOFF

(VPT) In 1989, Sacramento, Cali
fornia ratepayers took control of 
their energy future. Spurred to act 
by skyrocketing electric bills, 
Sacramentans voted to close the 
Rancho Seco nuclear plant, a clone 
of the Three Mile Island reactor. The 
“Ranch” had operated at a dismal 39 
percent average capacity over Its 14- 
year lifetime; ratepayers demanded 
cheaper, more reliable power.

In two short years since, the 
publicly-owned Sacramento Munici
pal Utility District (SMUD) has re
bounded from its nuclear nightmare, 
stabilizing double digit rate in
creases, recovering Wall Street con
fidence for its previously plummet
ing bond ratings, and transforming a 
depressed work force into proud 
employees. Its plan to meet future 
electricity demand with efficiency 
improvements will actually save 
SMUD’s ratepayers more than $1 
billion by the year 2010.

After years of struggling with a 
troubled nuclear plant, SMUD is 
becoming a national leader in cost- 
competitive energy efficiency, and 
looking toward renewable energy 
technologies.

Efficiency is seeping into other 
utilities’ boardrooms and supply 
plans. In New England, 12 utilities 
will invest more than $300 million 
annually to retrofit mills, offices and 
homes. These utilities have com
mitted $1.65 billion through 1996 
toward programs to install high-ef
ficiency lighting, reflective windows, 
upgraded motors and other equip
ment. They foresee saving money 
over the long run through efficiency 
measures that ensure adequate 
electricity supplies without new 
plant construction.

In California, two private utilities, 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. and 
Southern California Gas Co., have 
both established aggressive energy 
efficiency improvements for the 

homes and offices they serve.
Through direct installation, con

sumer rebates, education and loan 
programs, these utilities and many 
others are making a safe bet... be
cause efficiency pays.

Sacramento's efficiency and 
conservation program is perhaps the 
most ambitious. It includes control
ling the maximum demand for power, 
reaching out to architects, engineers 
and builders to eficourage energy 
efficient designs for new buildings, 
and implementing conservation 
programs to save electricity in ex
isting homes and businesses.

New construction offers a vast 
conservation opportunity in Sacra
mento, especially in lighting and air 
conditioning. With proper design, 
new buildings can be made 25 per
cent more energy efficient than re
quired by building standards without 
adding to construction costs. Elec
tricity to serve these new homes and 
offices will come from savings cap
tured from existing customers.

SMUD provides free compact 
fluorescent lights, low-flow shower 
heads, caulking compound, 
weatherstripping and switch plate 
gaskets to its customers. Customers 
can also receive rebates on refrig
erators, air conditioners, solar water 
heaters and other selected measures. 
And the utility provides low-cost fi
nancing and helps arrange for 
qualified contractors for major 
equipment installation.

Why all the bother? Because 
energy efficiency is far cheaper than 
building new power plants.

Sacramento’s energy savings 
plan extends Into the future. With 
the help of citizen volunteers, SMUD 
has committed to plant half a million 
shade trees in its service area by the 
year 2000, which will reduce cus
tomers' air conditioning needs by up 
to 40 percent.

To meet future electricity 

growth, the utility is actively devel
oping several renewable energy 
projects. Together with other utili
ties, SMUD is building an advanced 
solar thermal power plant. This new 
solar technology holds the promise 
of sun-powered electricity with no 
fossil fuel back-up. Also, Sac
ramento’s utility is supporting the 
commercialization of a variable
speed wind turbine, which will sig
nificantly lower the cost of wind 
power; it will likely install several 
hundred of these wind turbines in 
the next five years.

Citizen pressure converted 
SMUD from a troubled nuclear utility 
to a model of reliance on energy 
efficiency and leadership in renew
able resources. Its ratepayers make 
conservation programs work, en
thusiastically installing efficient 
lights and appliances...and reaping 
the financial benefits. Utilities across 
the country can save both energy 
and money by making energy effi
ciency programs their top priority.

Ed Smeloff is a director, and the 
elected President of the Board of the 
Sacramento Municipal Utility Dis
trict.
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Chem Nuclear Begins Siting Process
Chem Nuclear has scheduled meetings across the state to discuss the siting process for a low-level 
radioactive waste (LLRW) site. The meetings will provide opportunities for the public to raise issues 
and get involved in the siting process.

Regardless of where the waste site is located, transporting the wastes (which could include decom
missioning wastes from nuclear power plants) over Pennsylvania roadways is a serious concern. 
Leakage—and all the existing nuclear storage sites have had leakage problems, including Chem 
Nuclear's Barnwell, South Carolina facility—is another concern. In addition, DER is initially requir
ing a facility that can be operated for 30 years, even though some of the LLRW to be stored is radioac
tive for up to 500 years.

TMIA's Eric Epstein, who follows this issue closely, says that even though Pa.'s LLRW law is seen as 
one of the strictest in the nation, it contains many loopholes and "disquieting" provisions. "So long as 
Pa. generates a lion's share of the radioactive wastes, we'll be responsible for disposing nuclear waste 
from Maryland, Delaware, and West Virginia," he noted. For more information, call Eric at 233-7897.

Opposition to Evaporation Continues
In a letter to the editor of the Patriot-News published December 5, TMIA spokesperson Eric Epstein 
outlined a series of breakdowns, shutdowns, malfunctions, and safety violations in connection with 
GPU's vaporizing of radioactive wastes at TMI. The process, which vents the radioisotopes cesium, 
strontium, and tritium into the atmosphere, is expected to continue until early 1993. Epstein and Kay 
Pickering are the TMI volunteers who meet regularly with NRC officials, speak to student and com
munity groups, respond to news media queries, and respond to information requests from around 
the world on this and other TMI issues. A copy of Epstein's letter and a TMIA fact sheet on evapora
tion are available upon request from TMIA 233-7897.

Senate Stops Energy Policy Act
Safe energy forces scored a major victory derailing S.1220, the National Energy Policy Act, when its 
chief sponsor, Sen. Bennett Johnston (D-La.), withdrew the bill when he was unable to muster enough 
votes to stop a filibuster against the bill. In a conciliatory speech after the vote, Sen. Johnston tipped 
his hat to environmental groups—who opposed oil drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
and other provisions—for their effective mobilization of the public against the bill. The victory came 
without the support of Pennsylvania's Senators. Sen. Harris Wofford was on the campaign trail when 
the bill was considered and did not vote. Sen. Arlen Specter voted to cut off the filibuster and con
sider the bill, voting against environmentalist interests.
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Radiation Monitor Manufacturer Visits Area
Ken Tsuzuku, President of Tau Technical, a Japanese manufacturer of radiation monitoring equip
ment, recently visited the TMI area with his wife. Tau Technical, now an employee-owned firm, 
emerged victorious following an eight-year strike against industry giant Toshiba. Mr. Tsuzuku, who 
met with Eric Epstein, Deb Baker, and Mary Osborn, said his interest in nuclear-related issues dates 
back to when he was a three-year old at the time of the nuclear bombing of Nagasaki.

Opposition Growing to Cross-State Power Line
A proposed 268-mile power line across 14 counties is generating increasing opposition from people 
who live along the proposed route. State Rep. Bruce Smith and his wife Pat, who live within 200 feet 
of the proposed line, entered one of more than 200 complaints on file at the PUC. The Citizens' Action 
Group, a grassroots organization opposing the power line, has hired attorney and former PUC Chair
man Susan Shanaman to represent their interests. The line was proposed by Duquesne Power and 
(surprise, surprise) General Public Utilities. Recent studies of the electromagnetic fields created by 
such lines show a relationship between the magnetic fields and certain cancers. The Citizen's Clear
inghouse for Hazardous Wastes has an Electromagnetic Health Effects Fact Pack available for $2.00 to 
CCHW members. Write PO Box 6806, Falls Church, VA 22040 or call 703/237-CCHW (2249).

Is a Health Holocaust Occurring?
That's the question health researcher John W. Gofman, M.D. asked recently regarding all the abnor
malities, allergies, anemia, cancers, cataracts, hair loss, leukemia, liver and lung diseases, chromo
some damage, and a host of other problems being experienced in the wake of the Chernobyl accident. 
"To anyone who thinks that 'Chernobyl is a distant problem,"' Gofman writes, "we say, 'No. Cher
nobyl is a distant PLACE, but it is a problem extremely CLOSE to home.'" Gofman says what is 
happening over there is directly relevant to our problems here from radioactive waste dumps, con
tamination, nuclear activities, and other involuntary exposures. Meanwhile, in a story that will sound 
familiar to TMI survivors, a Washington Post article earlier this year about a United Nation's study 
began: "The first international review of the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear accident, released today, dis
missed reports that radiation from the burning reactor caused widespread illness and concluded that 
Soviet citizens complaining of ailments instead suffered from anxiety and stress."

Nuclear Industry Mounts Pro-Dump Campaign in Nevada
While polls show 74 percent of Nevadans oppose a high-level radioactive waste dump at Yucca 
Mountain, the nuclear industry has begun an $8.7 million campaign (roughly $8.00 per Nevadan) to 
cause "the collapse of the anti-nuclear forces as a majority in Nevada, both in number and political 
clout." The outline for the three-year campaign, to be financed by the nation's nuclear utilities 
through the Edison Electric Institute, was leaked to the Safe Energy Communication Council (SECC) 
by an industry insider critical of the effort. So far, it appears the industry effort is backfiring. Opinion 
polls show that of people who have seen the industry's pro-dump ads, 14.8 percent said they were 
more in favor of the dump while 32.1 percent said they were less supportive. Most of the rest said 
their opinion hadn't changed.

BRC Consensus Process Ends Before Beginning
The NRC's proposed Below Regulatory Concern (BRC) "consensus-building" process, the agency's 
last-ditch effort to salvage its controversial program, ended last month before a single meeting was 
held. Originally, the NRC proposed reaching a consensus with environmental groups on BRC. All the 
environmental groups contacted, however, refused to participate in any consensus-building process
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on BRC with the NRC. The NRC had hoped the National Resources Defense Council, seen in Wash
ington as a more moderate group, would agree to participate. They also refused, saying they would 
prefer to wait and see what Congress does with pending BRC proposals.

Did DER Pay $50,000 to Air Recycling PSAs?
There is a rumor circulating in Harrisburg that the Department of Environmental Resources paid 
$50,000 into the coffers of the Pennsylvania Association of Broadcasters in exchange for PAB arrang
ing for local broadcast television stations across Pennsylvania to carry DER's pro-recycling public 
service announcements. PAB reportedly arranged for the spots to be aired in commercial time worth 
many times the rumored payment. While DER may think it a bargain to spend your tax dollars to 
fatten the broadcasters' lobbying budget (buying what most assumed the broadcasters gave away), 
others seeking public service time for their worthy causes (presumably turned down in favor of the 
DER spots) may have justifiable concerns about the escalating cost of "free" public service time. Those 
seeking DER funds to sustain recycling programs may also have legitimate questions to raise.

Remember TMIA When Holiday Shopping
The 1992 Peace Calendar is again available from TMIA for a mere $10.00. TMIA also has blue and 
green cotton T-shirts on sale for $8.00. These great holiday gifts could be perfect for the social activist 
on your holiday gift list.

Sum Day 1992 Set
Rather than being planned as a one-day, one-shot event, Sun Day 1992 will focus national attention 
on renewable energy and energy efficient devices through an ongoing educational effort slated to get 
underway on Earth Day, April 22,1992. Sun Day sponsors will encourage, launch, and support ongo
ing educational, media, organizing and other activities before, during, and after April 22,1992. 
Nearly 300 citizen groups, businesses, and others have announced plans to sponsor Sun Day 1992: A 
Campaign for a Sustainable Energy Future. The organizations, which collectively represent more 
than ten million members, are calling for a national energy policy which reduces total energy use by 
ten percent and triples the current contribution of renewable energy technologies by the year 2010. 
Anyone interested in assisting with local Earth Day 1992 activities should contact Chris Magaro at 
Rainforest Action (233-3131). TMIA has participated in local Earth Day activities for the past two 
years.

Americans Want 
More Efficient Cars
In a May 1991 national poll, 65% of 
Americans favored increasing auto fuel 
economy standards (CAFE) from 28 to 33 
mpg by 1996. Only 27% believe

Efficiency Cuts CO2 Emissions
In the U.S., improved electrical efficiency can be up to 
seven times more cost-effective than new nuclear power in 
reducing carbon dioxide emissions from coal-fired power. 
Every $1,000 invested in nuclear power displaces two 
metric tons of CO2 emissions. Every $1,000 invested in 
efficiency displaces nearly 14 tons of CO2.

the current 28 mpg 
average is adequate.

Source: Environment Opinion Study, Inc.; Poll conducted by 
Market Strategies, Inc. and Frederick/Schneiders, Inc.

© Safe Energy Communication Council

Carbon Dioxide Displacement Potential

Source: Bill Keepin and Gregory Kats, “Comparative Analysis of Nuclear and Efficiency 
Abatement Strategies," Energy Policy, Dec. 1988
© Safe Energy Communication Council
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One Stop Nuclear Licensing — 
One Step Backwards for Democracy 

by RALPH NADER and ERIC GLITZENSTEIN

(VPT) As demonstrated by the 
recent shutdown of the Yankee Rowe 
nuclear plant in Massachusetts, and 
the near-disaster at Nine Mi le Point in 
New York, the last thing that the fed
eral government should do is cut back 
on safeguards in the regulation of 
atomic energy.

But that is precisely what is being 
proposed in both the President's Na
tional Energy Strategy and another 
energy package crafted by Senators 
Bennett Johnston (D-La.) and Malcolm 
Wallop (R-Wyo.). These proposals, 
which will soon come up for a vote in 
the full Senate, would virtually wipe 
out the rights of citizens and local 
officials to have a meaningful role in 
the siting and licensing of new nuclear 
plants.

Ignoring polls that show that the 
vast majority of Americans oppose 
more nuclear construction, industry 
enthusiasts claim their legislation 
would merely "restore public confi
dence in the nuclear option," "reform 
the licensing system," and "stream
line the regulatory process." In real
ity, these bills would drastically cur
tail the public's right to raise signifi
cant safety and environmental issues 
before a utility may operate a reactor.

Because of the unique and poten
tially devastating risks of nuclear 
power, Congress has, for the past 
thirty-five years, required a two-stage 
licensing and hearing process. At the 
first stage, the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) must hear pub
lic concerns on whether a construc
tion permit should be issued. After 
construction — which may take a 
decade or more—the public is entitled 
to a second hearing on whether the 
plant, as actually constructed and in 
light of any intervening developments 
bearing on its safety, should operate.

Under the NES and Johnston- 
Wallop proposals, the public's right 

to voice concerns at the crucial pre
operation stage would largely be ex
tinguished. For example, persons liv
ing in the shadow of a plant would no 
longer have any right to be heard on:

(1) Developments that would 
complicate evacuation of the public 
in the event of a serious accident, such 
as the collapse of a bridge that was to 
have been used for evacuation — as 
occurred with the Calvert Cliffs plant 
in Maryland — or a substantial in
crease in the size of the population 
living in the immediate vicinity of the 
plant;

(2) New data which suggests that 
there is a higher risk of an earth
quake than previously recognized — 
as in the case of the Diablo Canyon 
plant in California;

(3) .Recent evidence of flaws in 
the design of the plant, including seri
ous accidents involving similarly de
signed plants — such as the loss of 
power at Nine Mile Point, which has 
the same design as a number of other 
plants; and

(4) Information regarding the 
sensitivity of the surrounding envi
ronment, such as studies indicating 
that water resources would be de
stroyed by nuclear operations — as 
has occurred with the Salem units in 
southern New Jersey.

The NES and Johnston-Wai lop 
proposals would also take away the 
public's fundamental right to seek 
judicial review of adverse NRC deci
sions. Even if the NRC ignored sig
nificant new information adverse to 
the safety of a plant about to go on 
line, the public would be unable to 
ask a court to overturn the 
Commission's decision.

Blocking access to the courts and 
denying the public the right to a 
hearing on critical safety issues is es
pecially reckless because past delays 
in licensing have been caused not by 

public participation, but by poor 
plant construction, inadequate train
ing of workers, and the failure of 
utilities to comply with NRC regula
tions. Moreover, the NRC already 
has ample authority to prevent the 
public from rehashing safety issues 
that were previously resolved by the 
Commission.

What is really at stake is the bed
rock principle of our democracy that 
people whose health and safety is 
threatened by governmental action 
— in this case, permission to operate 
a nuclear plant—should at least have 
a timely say on the matter. If resusci
tating the moribund nuclear indus
try requires abandonment of that 
fundamental principle to authoritar
ian expedience, then the price of 
nuclear power is the loss of our lib
erty, as well as our safety and envi
ronment.

Ralph Nader is the internationally 
known consumer advocate. Eric 
Glitzenstein is a public interest attor
ney. Both are based in Washington, 
D.C.
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