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Civil War Times In Carlisle 
Address Delivered at Hamilton Library, Carl isle, Pa. 

February 12th, 1931 

By MERKEL LANDIS 

This is a simple recital or 
evPnls, as they appeared in the lo
ta l papers during the days _of t~e 
rivil War, and is offered with llt
tle comment by the compiler. 

In 1860 Carlisle had a population 
of 5600. It supported 4 weekly pa
pers: The Carlisle American, Geo. 
Zinn, editor; the Carlisle Herald, 
w. M. Porter, editor, Republican; 
and the American Democrat, 
Jflphraim Cornman, editor; and 
the American Volunteer, John B. 
Bratton, editor, Democratic. 

'rhe Hon. James H. Graham was 
County Judge; John Noble, Chief 
Burgess, and Andrew Blair, Presi
dent of the School Board. 

The town had two banks, the 
Carlisle Deposit, R. M. Henderson, 
president and the Cumberland Val
ley, John S. Sterrett, president. 

Dickinson College, Dr. H. M. 
Johnson, president, had four 
professors and was attended by 118 
students, 50 of whom came from 
south of the Mason-Dixon Line. 

The Carlisle Barracks, a cavalry 
recruit depot, under the command 
of Maj. L. P. Graham, consisted of 
110 men of the Regular Army with 
215 recruits attached and unas
signed. 

In addition to nine churches two 
Masonic Lodges and the Odd' Fd
Iows shared with four iire eom
!lanies and :m infant Y. M. C. A .. 
the favors of the public. 

There were no manufactories as 
we know them but a large numb<' r 
of individuals were busy turnin~ 
out hats, clothes, and shoes while 
others ground grain, baked the 
bread and distilled the spirits of 
Which the citizens partook. 

Very early in the year 1S60 the 
American announced Edward 
~ates as its candidate for the 

1es1clency. The Herald wait d 
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until Lincoln was nominated be
fore announcing him as its candi
date; and then stood on the plat
form of Free Homes for free men, 
A Protective Tariff, an hone;.;t and 
economical administration of the 
government; and Union and Lib
erty-Now and Forever-One and 
inseparable. The Volunteer sup
ported Douglas, the Northern Dem
ocrat and declared in bold type 
that they gave "No Approval to 
Black Republicanism and the doc
trines of Lincoln." It advised all 
to "Rush to the rescue of the im
verill d Union. Save your Coun
try and maintain the Constitution 
unimpaired." 

The result of the presidential 
election of 1860 was as follows: 

Town Co. 
Lincoln, Repn. . ..... 
B e 11 , Constitutional 

Union ........... . 
Brekenridge, Southern 

Democrat ...... . . 
Douglas, No r th er n 

Democrat ....... . 
Lincoln's 

Plurality ...... . . . 
Majority .. ...... . 

Lincoln 
Bell ... .... . 
Brekenridge 
Douglas 
Lincoln's 

Plurality . . 

State 
270,170 

17,350 
176,435 

12,758 

Majority . . 63,735 

425 3593 

53 147 

406 3207 

13 

19 

26 

213 
Nation 

1,866,000 
590,000 
487,000 

1,375,000 

491,000 

The result of the election was 
announced by the Herald as a 
"most brilliant victory - verdict 
against the corrupting influences 
of' Locofocoism. The Union is safe. 
Labor will be recognized and pro
tr cted." The Volunteer made no 
comment, announced that the ma
jority for Lincoln in this State 
was so overwhelming that li ttle 



First Presbyte1 ian Churth (186'.l) 

_, 

Old To~l Gate on Holly Pike 
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effort woµld be made to get cor
rect returhs. 

on December 22 a Union meet
·ng called by 108 signers, was held 
1 t the court house, to express their 
~pinion of the value of that Consti
tution which has so long protected 
us. The following resolution ~as 
adopted, "That we cannot sanct10n 
the attempt of any State to secede 
from the Union, as the exercise of 
either a natural right or a Consti
stitutional remedy; and that it is 
the duty of the general govern
ment to regard it as a violation of 
tile Laws of the United States." 
This resolution v.as offered by 
Judge Graham, who doubtless 
wrote it, and addresses in its sup
port were made by W. H. Miller, 
w. M. Penrose, R. M. Henderson, 
Lemuel Todd and James Ham1lton, 
all members of a very able Bar, 
and representing both political 
parties. 

President Buchanan declared 
Jan. 4, 1861 as a Day of Fasting 
and Prayer. A union service 
presided over by Dr. C. P. Wing 
was held in the First Presbyterian 
Church. 

In the evening a salute of 33· 
guns was fired at the Public 
8quare in honor of Major Ander
son then in command of Fort 
Sumter. 

On Jan. 14th, another Union 
meeting was held at the court 
house at which a resolution was 
adopted favoring the Crittenden 
Compromise which was later de
feated in Congress. This compro
mise divided the country into a 
Free State and a Slave State. In 
support of the resolution spoke 
Judge Watts, W. M. Penrose, W. 
H. Miller, James Hamilton and W. 
J. Shearer while W. M. Watts, A. 
B. Sharpe, R. M. Henderson and 
Lemuel Todd raised their eloquent 
voices against it. 

In its issue of April 17th, the 
Volunteer made this simple an
nouncement "The fight has begun 
and how or when it will end, God 
only knows." 
. The Carlisle Gymnastic Associa

tion at once tendered its services 
lo !he Government, as part of the 
Quota of militia called for by the 
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President on the 14th inst., orl'er
ing Capt. Robert McFeely of the 
U. S. A. as their captain. For 
some reason, not published, this 
offer was not accepted and later 
most of the members joined the 
company recruited by R. M. Hen
derson. 

It was announced that all stores 
and other places of business would 
close at seven o'clock in the eve
ning. 

Two large trains having on 
board 2000 men passed through the 
main street bound South. The 
street was crowded with people 
and the troops were greeted with 
much enthusiasm. 

The 2nd Calvary left the Bar
racks for active service. 

A few days later, early one 
morning, at 1 o'clock, a man ar
rived from Petersburg, now York 
Springs, stating that 5000 seces
sionists were in full march toward 
Carlisle and had passed Hanover. 

Bells were rung, drums beaten 
and soon the Volunteer Companies 
were forming in the Square. The 
streets were crowded. Women and 
children were preparing to flee. In 
about two hours the excitement 
subsided, when another messenger 
arrived confirming the news. As 
both men were known to some of 
the citizens as highly respectable 
men the story was believed. 

It turned out that they had been 
imposed upon as there was no 
foundation for the rumor. Being all 
dressed up by this time Capt. Mc
Cartney's company marched to Mt. 
Holly Springs and finding every
thing quiet about there marched 
back again in the afternoon. 

The President of Dickinson Col
lege announced that the classes at 
the college would go on as usual 
although the war excitement had 
caused a number of the Southern 
students to leave. 

Within three days four com
panies of volunteers had been or
ganized in town. The Sumner 
Rifles with Capt. Kuhns and over 
100 men left on Saturday, April 
20th. They entered the 90 days' 
service with Augustus Zug, first 
lieutenant and John B. Alexander 
second lieutenant. 



The other 
companies 
were the Car
lise Fencibles 
raised by R. 
M. Henderson, 
th e Carlisle 
Guards by 
Lemuel Todd 
and the Car
lisle Light In· 
fantry by Rob· 
e r t McCart· 
ney. 

T h e town 
was now the 
scene of in· 
tense excite
ment, bus i · 
n es s of all 
kinds was sus
pended an d 
the p e op 1€ 
were prepar
ing for war. 

On April 20 
a large pub· 
lie meeting 
was held at 
the c o u r t 
house which 
adopted reso· 
lutions asking 
t h e county 
commis
sioners to ap
propriate $15,· 
000 toward 
the support 

, , ~ 

I 
I 

/I I 1 

of the families of those who go 
to war. John B. Bratton, edi
tor of the Volunteer offered the 
resolution. Committees were ap
poinled to administer the fund in 
the various boroughs and town· 
ships of the county. Carlisle's 
Committee was John D. Gorgas, J. 
W. Eby, E. Cornman, Geo. W. Shef
fer and Henry Saxton. The com
missioners advertised for proposals 
to the lend the County $15,000 at 
not over 6 per cent interest, pay
able in one or two years. Taxes 
paid in the County rose from $39, 
000 in 1861 to $93,000 in 1865. 

Capt. Jeniper, a Southern man 
stationed at the Barracks, resigned 
his commission and left for the 
South but for some reason not 
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Court House 

disclosed at the time, was arrested 
and returned to the Barracks, a 
prisoner .. 

To show the spirit of the South
ern students at this time lhe fol
lowing autographs are quoted from 
a number given F. B. Sellers, a 
student at Dickinson College in 
April 1861. 

"If I wear the 'Phi Kap' badge, 
don't shoot me Frank. Yours fra· 
ternall y, H. Kennedy Weber, Bal
timore." 

"May prosperity attend your 
paths both now, and in the future. 
Your friend of 'Fort Miller Home 
Guards.' Geo. Thos. Tyler, Onan
cock, Va." 

"Tomorrow I will leave for the 
'Sunny South.' Farewell. Truly 



U
rs Geo. R. Garner, Chaptico, 

yo ' C Md " 't Ma•YS o., · 
;:; ;,TbOUgh I am a Secessionalist, 

t 1 am your friend. May pros-
ye ritY attend you in all you do, ex
~=pt in making war u~on the Sout~. 
your fraternally, Cyrns Galult, Ji., 
Baltimore, Md." 

"May friendship bind us with its 
olden chain, and take the clasp 

~o heaven. Thos A: M~Cauls, Ab-
beville, South Carol!na. 

Flags were carried on every ve
]Ji cle and v.ere stuck in the har
ness of horses, much as flags were 
fastened to the radiator caps of 
our motors during the recent war. 

Home Guards were organized by 
men over 45 years of age. Wm. 
M. Porter was captain of a com
pany of over 100 men with John 
Turner first lieutenant a'ld Wm. H. 
Miller, second lieutenan.. Daily 
drill was held at 6: 30 p. m. and at 
4 p. m. on Saturday. H. Newsham 
opened the rolls for another com
pany. 

June 14th. 'rhe Union Fire Com
pany ran up a handsome flag, with 
tbe Carlisle Band and Glee Club 
enlivening the occasion with na
tional airs. Short addresses were 
made by Revs. Phillips and Ross. 
At this time the Union Company 
received a new steam engine which 
upon test threw a stream of water 
forty feet higher than the top of 
the court house belfry. 

Four companies of cavalry, heav
ily mounted, I ft the Barracks for 
Baltimore. They reached York 
Springs that night where they were 
enthusiastically greeted and roy
ally entertained by the citizens 
over the night. 

The public was warned not to 
give money to strangers as many 
imposters were abroad claiming to 
be collecting for the needy fam
ilies of soldiers. 

May 22. Gov. Curtin passed 
lhrough town en route to Cham
bersburg. He was waited upon 
at the station by a number of our 
citizens, as the Volunteer said 
"just to get a wag of his paw." Our 
three waiting captains were told 
by him to exp ct orders to move 
within a r w days. 

June 12. The Volunteer an-
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nounced it could get out but half 
a paper on account of two hands 
having left for the war. 

Capt. Todd advertised for 20 
m n to complete his company. J. 
B. Parker, Esq., was appointed by 
Gov. Curtin an aide, with rank of 
lieutenant colonel in charge of 
Bureau of Mail Transportation and 
Telegraph Lines. 

On 'rhursday, June 6th, the 
three companies, the Fencibles, 
with R. M. Henderson, captain, 
James S. Colwall, first lieutenant 
and E. Beatty, second lieutenant; 
the Guards with Lemuel Todd, 
captain, G. W. Cropp, 1st Lieut. 
and I. H. Graham, second lieuten
ant, and the Light Infantry with 
Robert McCartney, captain, Joseph 
Stuart, first lieutenant and Thomas 
P. Dwin, second lieutenant, depart
ed from the old C. V. station for 
Camp Wayne at West Chester. 
From the Volunteer we quote, 
"In their ranks are staid business 
men, Jawyers very serious, law 
students not so much so, together 
with hard fisted mechanics from 
our town and the stout farmer 
lads of the country." 

The three companies were 
drawn up in 'front of the residence 
of James Hamilton (now the lo
cation of the Julius Restaurant). 
'l'he company of Capt. Henderson 
was presented with a silk flag the 
gift of Mrs. Samuel Alexander, on 
which was inscribed the motto 
"May God defend the Right." The 
boys of the three companies each 
received a small white flag with 
the motto "God and Country." 
These were distributed by a bevy 
<>f young girls who followed 
by singing The Star Spangler Ban
ner. 

The ladies of town formed a 
Volunteer Aid Society and soon 
collected $500.00. With the pro
ceeds they provided Capt. Kuhn's 
Company of 78 men with a full 
romnlement of blouses, shirts and 
handkerchiefs. To Captain Mc-
Cartney's 78 men they gave 
blouses, shirts, handkerchiefs and 
hav rsacks. To ·Capt. Todd's Com
pany they gave 56 shirts, 29 blouses 
:ind 8 haversacks and to Capt. 
Henderson's Company 45 shirts. 



Education Hall, Old School Building 
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The mothers, fa
thers, sisters and 

eethearts of the 
5\V • d soldiers were u1 ge 
to write to them. 

Despite the war 
excitement the pub
lic schools cl~sed 
their year's sessions 
and in .school N?. 
15 for girls, Amel.1a 
Brightbill, S a l l 1 e 
Matthews and Bella 
Turner were a n -
ounced as select 

~cholars with :An~e 
R. Ogilby leadmg 1~ 
music. In the boys 
school No, 16, Al
fred M. Rhoads, 
Charles P. Biddle 
and A. D. B. Smead 
took the lead with 
Charles P. Biddle 
leading also in mu
sic. 

July 10 Recruit
ing officers arrived 
to enlist men to 
bring the local com
panies now in the 
field up to the new 
standard of 100 men 
to a company. 

July 24. M an y 
boys of Capt. Todd's 
and Capt. Mct..,;art-
n y's companies spent Sunday at 
home as they stopped in Harris
burg en rout to Washington. Capt. 
Henderson's Company did not ar
rive in Harrisburg until Monday 
afternoon when a large number 
from town went down to see them. 

Aug. 14. The 14th and 15th 
Hegiments of three months' vol
unteers, mostly from Philadelphia, 
who had been sent here to be mus
ter d out, were paid off and all but 
a r w left town by Saturday after
noon. During their visit here, at 
" 1111nst every house in town two or 
more were fed and supplied with 
11hat had long been strangers to 
their faces; 'soap, water and tow
els. Their sick were placed in 
~:ast College where recitation 
1ooms were converted into wards 
and th adjoining professor's offices 
into the doctors' quarters. Upon 
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East College 

op ning of college the remaining 
cases \~ere transfened to private 
h?mes rn town. One of the sick 
died at the home of Jacob Rheem. 

Robert Moore of town received a 
contract for 20,000 Pairs of Army 
shoes and at on?e advertised d'or 
200 hands to. assist him fill the 
contract. 

A detachment of 45 Regulars left 
I.he Barr~cks under Maj. Graham 
for Wasbmgton. 

July 22. ·capt. "Kuhn's Company, 
the first to leave Carlisle returned 
l~ome quie.tly and without any pub
lic rece1?t1on _noted in the press. 
All soldiers were advised to shun 
tobacco as most harmful. 

Capt.. K~hns again volunteered 
for active ~uty and raising 35 
men went. with them to Harrisburg 
where they were mustered in as 
a new company, with James Noble 



Murray Warehouse, S. E . Cor. High and College Streets 

first lieutenant and Charles Foulk 
second lieutenant. 

Sept. 18. Rev. Joseph A. Ross, 
pastor of M. E. Church was ap
pointed chaplain at the Barracks. 

The recruiting for a new regi
ment went so slowly that there 
was talk of drafting and the war 
was not six months old. 

We are now along in August 
1861 with wheat at $1.05, corn 4.5c 
and oats 24c per bushel. 

The ladies, mothers, wives and 
sisters were warned that winter 
i·s approaching and that warm 
stockings will be needed. Let every 
one knit one or more pairs. The 
U. S. A. will pay 25c per pair to the 
county treasurer to provi<le a fund 
at this time to help the families of 
the soldiers. 

At this time originated the fa
miliar joke What is the differ
ence between a soldier and a lady? 
The former faces the powder, the 
latter powders the face. 
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Thursday, Sept. 26th was a day 
appointed by the President for 
fasting and prayer throughout the 
loyal states. Services were held 
in all local churches . 

The Fall session of D:ckinson 
College opened more prom1smg 
than was expected under the em· 
barrassment arising from the hard· 
ness of the times and the political 
troubles. 

At the November elections Judge 
Graham was re-elected judge over 
Judge Watts, Republican candi· 
date who had barely defeated 
Lemuel Todd for the nomination. 

The result was: 
Gra- Ma-
ham Watts jority 

In Carlisle . . . . 732 708 24 
In County . . . . 3362 2973 389 
In Army . . . . . . 40 116 76 

October 30. The ladies of Car
lisle packed a large box at A. L. 
Sponsler's office, the present loc'l· 
tion of Clarke's Book Store, 0~ 



lankels and !milled woolen socks. 
~ontri bu tors mentioned in the 
newspapers were Mrs. Col. Arm
strong Noble, ~rs. C'.-lpt. Long, 
Mrs. Wm. B. Mille~·, Miss Rebecca 
Baird, Mrs. Fredenck Walts. Mrs. 
ur. Mahon, Mrs. Jacob Hoerner, 
Mrs. Col. Paxton, Mrs. W. M. 
vvatts, Mrs. H. J. Biddle, Mrs. Sol
omon Sites, Mrs. Henry Saxton, 
Mrs. Sponsler, Miss Susan Miller, 
Mrs. Annie S. Alexander, Mrs. J. 
w. Henderson, Mrs. Taylor, 
Mrs. Wm. L. Craighead, Mrs. Wm. 
Heagy, Mrs. Prof. S. D. Hilman, 
Mrs. Genl. E. M. Biddle, Mrs. 
George W. Sheaffer, Mrs. Robert 
Irvine, Jr., Miss Jane Alexander, 
Miss Mary Hitner, Mrs. H. M. 
Johnston. In addition to the ladies 
~'Ir. James Hamilton and Mr. 
George Metzger each gave one 
blanket. 

The Volunteer was nearly ready 
to surrender as 800 out of 1000 sub
scribers were indebted for at lea•st 
a year's subscription. It is for
tunate for this paper that it was 
continued. 

Sanford's Ethiop:an Troope were 
exh1bning at Rheem's Hall, the 
present Sentinel Building. 

'lhe pubiic was notified that 
"The time for the manutacture of 
this article of food called saner 
kraut had arrivcd and the cu t
ters and slompers are in demand. 
Years ago sauer kraut was con
s;dered fit for plebians only but it 
has gradually worked its way for
ward and is rapidly becoming fash
ionable." 

One hundred picked men from 
every county of the State have 
been encamped in a field adjoining 
the Barracks where Camp Biddle 
was established, named in honor 
of Gen. E . M. Biddle, father of 
Hon. E. W. Biddle, where they 
were drilled by a non-commis
sioned officer of the Barracks. 
They left within a few days to 
form the body guard of Gen. An
derson, the hero of Fort Sumner, 
who had just visited in Carlisle, 
the guest of Judge Watts, living 
on East High street in the build
ing now occupied by the Order of 
OwlR. While in town he inspect
ed the troops at the Barracks and 

9 

at 10: 30 the same evening was 
given a serenade by its excellent 
band. The General appeared at 
the door and thanked the band. 

Another box was packed and 
shipped from Mr. Sponsler's of
fice for the Cooper Sanitary Hos
pital in Philadelphia. 

There had come to town to 
amuse the people and with hopes 
to enrich themselves, a wire wal
ker, a magician and a ventriloquist. 

December 20. Two 2-horse wag
ons lef.t loaded with boxes of all 
kinds for Capt. Henderson's men 
at Camp Pierpont. 

J an. 1, 1862 The 84th Pa. Vol. 
passed through town by rail at top 
speed, giving the people no time 
to acclaim them. Within a few 
days there followed with equal 
speed a train carrying three large 
Parrot guns and a large quantity 
of ammunition. 

Swiss bell ringers helped to ring 
in the New Year for those who bad 
the price of admission and chose 
to part with it. 

Feb. 5. Capt. Kuhns arrived home 
with $2,000 earned and saved by 
the soldier boys of his company to 
be distributed among their rela
tives. 

People everywhere were rejoic
ing over recent Union victories by 
firing salutes and illumination. 

Washington's Birthday was. cele
brated by a salute of 34 rounds 
fired from a brass cannon on the 
Square and in the evening a bon
fire at the same place. 

March 5 The Government .takes 
over the telegraph lines and the 
local paper.s can get no war news. 

In the Spring elections A. Sense
man, Democrat defeated John B. 
Parker Republi<;an for chief bur
gess by a majority of 73 out of 
623 votes. 

Persons sending letters to the 
town boys now in the Army are 
advised to be very careful as the 
whereabouts of the various regi
ments are very uncertain. 

At the Spring term of court nine 
hotels and nine retailers asked for 
liquor licenses. 

The defeat of the Republicans at 
the recent Spring election is thus 
explained by the "American," a Jo-



cal Republican paper. "It must be 
born in mind that about 200 Re
publicans are absent .from town 
fighting the battles of their coun
try while the Brekenridge Demo
crats to a man have stayed at home 
to fight for their party." 

This was too much for the edi
tor of the "American Democrat," 
who replied, "We are not prepared 
to say how many Brekenridge Dem
ocrats have gone from this place 
or how many stayed at home, but 
we do know that a large majority 
of those who have gone are Demo
crats and we will wager a big ap
ple with Neighbor Zinn, editor of 
the American, that he can't name 
25 soldiers in the ranks of the 
Army from this place, who have 
heretofore voted with his party. 
(The vote above mentioned for 
judge showed 116 Republican votes 
to 40 Democratic ones so we must 
conclude from this evidence that 
Neighbor Zinn was entitled to the 
apple.) 

April 9, 1862, just one year after 
the opening of the conflict the re
cruiting office in Carlisle was clos
ed as the forces now in the field 
were deemed sufficient to .supress 
the rebellion and to speedily term
inate the war. 

In Quarter Sessions Court eleven 
prominent citizens of Mechanics
burg were tried, with three con
victed, for false imprisonment of 
a man from near Dillsburg on the 
charge of being a Secessionist. The 
following week in the Common 
Pleas Court the prosecutor recov
ered a judgment for $900 against 
seven of the eleven men. 

A soldier attached to the Ar
tillery Corps at the Barracks 
rented a horse and buggy, drove 
below Harrisburg, where he aban
doned the team and deserting made 
his escape on a canal boat. 

A lecture on "The Duty of Loy
alty, to us the sweetest, with spe
cial reference to the Southern Re
bellion" wa:s announced at Rheem's 
Hall with special rates of admis
sion, 15c for gentleman alone and 
25c for gent and lady 5 cents for 
children under 13 years of age. 

The street gas lamps were clean
ed and answered the purpose for 
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which they were intended. 
A veteran of the War of 1812 

died at the County Home. His re. 
mains were brought to town by 
Peter Spahr. With an escort and 
a band from the garrison, a Pa
triotic funeral was had. 

May 8 "To Arms to Arms Gen. 
Banks' Army defeated and now 
north of the Potomac" announced 
the papers. The governor called 
for the muster of all military or
grunizations in the Commonwealth 
and to proceed without delay to 
Washington. 

June 4 Crowds of contraband 
Negroes are daily on the streets. 
Some were employed at 10 to 12 
cents a day and the Volunteer 
thought it time to take steps to 
check this influx of Negroes. The 
American Democrat advocated a 
law prevenUng Negroes coming 
into this State with the idea of 
settling. It was estimated that 
5,000 came with the retreat of 
Banks from Virginia, quite a num
ber of whom stopped here and 
their descendants are .still with us. 

June 18 Several hundred rebel 
prisoners taken by Banks' Army 
passed through by rail for Camp 
Curtin, Harrisburg. Coming from 
a region where destitution and de
struction stared them in the face 
what must have been their 
thoughts whilst passing through 
the rich and fertile Cumberland 
Valley, where everything present
ed the appearance of luxury and 
wealth. 

Ju1y 2 The town was wild with 
excitement over the vague rumor;; 
of the battle going on East of 
Richmond where it was said the 
Reserves were in the thickest of 
the fight. Almost everyone hav· 
ing a near relative in the ranks of 
that corps was on the street. In 
the late afternoon the list of cas
ualties was received. Wm. H. 
Quigley, James Harder and John 
A. Blair were wounded. 

Dickinson College Commence
ment was held as usual. The Es· 
say on G-overnment by J. Horace 
Buckner of Lexington, Ky. ,,·as 
only partly delivered as difference 
with the faculty caused him to 
leave the platform after speaking 



::;t;hool House, North Pitt Street 

the first two sentences. It was 
announced at this time that thf' 
Law School closed s:nce the death 
of Judge Reed in 1850 would re
open under Judge Graham. 

At the High School Commence
ment A. D. B. Smead was the salu· 
tatorian. 

On July 9th, 1862 came the call 
of the President for 300,000 fresh 
troops. The town had now four 
companies at the front. This same 
day was received the correct list 
of killed and wounded in the bat
tle before Richmond, among the 
killed were David Haverstick, Lt. 
Joseph StuaPt and Wm. Quigley. 

A correspondent writes to the 
Volunteer that he had it from re
liable authority that there are sev
eral "She Rebels" in a certain part 
of Carlisle, who have a secession 
flag suspended in their home in 
such a way so that every person 
who goes in and out must pass un
der it. 

A large flag was raised in West 
South street, by the ladies of that 
vicinity. No ".She Rebels" there. 

July 29 a puhlic meeting held at 
lhe court house recommended that 
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the County pay a bounty to those 
who now volunteer in defense of 
the Union. Judge Graham, Dr. 
C. P. w:ng, Frederick Watts, W. 
M. Penrose and E. M. Biddle spoke 
in suprort of the bounty, b11t with
out f',vail. 

Recruiting was meet'.ng with suc
cess for nine months' service. W. 
M. Porter raised a company of 
which he became captain, with 
John R. Turner, first l ieutenant and 
John Hays, second lieutenant. 
John Lee was also busy and be
came captaj.n of a company with 
John S. lyne first lieutenant anrt 
John S. Low second lieutenant. 
August 10th was announced as the 
last day to enlist for nine or 12 
months' service and that after that 
date service will be for the dur
ation of the war. In Capt. Por
ter's Company went out five broth
er s, Charles, George, Theodore, 
William and James Smith. 

The patriotic ladies announced 
a series of entertainments consist
ing of tableaux. etc., for the benPfit 
of the sick and wounded soldier>< . 

'l'he C'uTPbf'rland County Agri
cultural Society gave $500 towanl 



the fund for sick and wounded sol
diers. 

Lieut. Beatty was now in charge 
of recruiting to fill the ranks of 
every company from town now in 
the field. 

The editor of the Volunteer an
nounced that a few cords of wood 
will be received for a subscription 
if delivered soon. 

A large number of recruits for 
the Anderson Body Guard Troops 
arrived at the Barracks. Never was 
seen a finer looking body of men. 
The draft quota for the county wa:s 
announced at 2699, deducting 1600 
now in the field left 1100 to be 
called. 

The local fire companies called 
for help to drag tiheir engines to 
fires as all their members had 
gone to war. At this time a bill 
was defeated in ·congress exempt
ing from military service all mem
bers of volunteer fire companies. 

Sept. 3. Dr. D. N. Mahon and 
Maj. Jos. W. Patton were appoint
ed the committee to have charge 
of the dmfting for the county. 

Sunday afternoon a telegram 
was received in town from the Sec
retary of War asking for surgeons 
to go at once to treat the wounded 
from the second Battle of Bull 
Run. Drs. Dale, Kieffer, Cauff
man and Bender, although needed 
at home, responded to the call and 
left at 10 o'clock that night by spe
cial train. 

The Rebels were now Jn Mary
land and Governor Curtin issued 
a proclamation calling for forma
tion of military companies for 
State defense. Immediately each 
of the four fire companies or
ganized companies, as follows: 

At the Union Engine House, 
Capt. Ephraim Cornman, 1'st. Lt. 
Lewis F. Lyne and 2nd Lt., Rev. 
Samuel Philips, pastor of Re
formed church. 

At Rheem's Hall for the Empire 
Hook & Ladder Co., Capt. J . B. 
Parker, 1st Lt. John Halbert, 2nd 
Lt. A. K. Rheem. 

At the Cumberland House, Capt. 
Robert McCartney, 1st Lt. Stephen 
Keefer, 2nd Lt. John Arney. 

At the Good Will, Capt. C. P. 
Humrich, 1st Lt. C. E. McLaughlin, 
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2nd Lt. Rev. Jacob Fry, pastor ofl 
Vhe English Lutheran church. 

'l'he to-taJ enrollment of men li
able for duty in Carlisle was 923 
with 296 out on duty. About 32 
per cent of the town's men were 
out compared with 20 per cent for 
the county. 

All business men were urged to 
close from 4 to 6 every day in or
der to give the Home Guards just 
organized at the fire company 
houses an opportunity to drill, but 
the majority refused to do so. 

Oct. 1. The remains of Capt. 
Colwell, in whose memory the Jo. 
cal G. A. R. Post was named and 
ten others killed at Battle of An
tietam were brought home for 
burial. 

No ·county ifair was held this 
year. 

No men drafted from Carlisle as 
the quota was filled by volunteers. 

At the Fall elections this year 
1862, Carlisle gave the Democrat 
candidate for Congress a majority 
of 422 and the Republican candi
date for district attorney won by 
Gl. The State went Democratic 
due largely in the language of the 
Volunteer "that on Sept. 22nd Lin· 
coin issued the preliminary ProcJa. 
ma:tion of Emancipation which had 
the effect of inducing many true 
and loyal men to fall in with the 
Democrats for the purpose of 
showing the administration, whilst 
they are ready and willing to aid 
in crushing the rebellion they are 
unwilling to be made instruments 
of ~he radical Abolitionists in car
rying out their line of policy. They 
were willing to fight for Uncle 
Sam but not for Uncle Sambo." 

The day after the above appear
ed a number of Anderson's Troon, 
pncamped at this place, entered 
the office of the Volunteer and pied 
and otherwise injured the materials 
in the offi~e. effecuug their es· 
cape before they could be recog
nized G!' arrested. 

The drafted men from the coun· 
ty, with few missing assembled a'. 
Carlisle. They were prepared to 
leave when Col. Patton in chargP 
of them rt;ceived a message from 
Governor Curtin tJhat no provision 
had been made for them at Cham 



bersbUI'S· They were dismissed 
for a few days when they again 
assembled and proceeded to 
Chambersburg. 

The marlcet for substitutes was 
strong, the bid price at one time 
reaching $1,000. One man was 
. id to have received $800 and be
~~;·e leaving found a substitute for 
$500, clearing $300 .in two days. 

Nov. 19. A soldier from the 
Barracks was shot dead by a 
Negro on East North St. Many 
deserters were reported from the 
drafted men. 

Dec. 10. One thousand troops 
left the Barracks !for Washington. 
The list of fatalities was received 
from Fredericksburg. 

The cost of printing went up 100 
per cent in six weeks. T1he Her
ald announced no paper would be 
issued next week in order to give 
the force a much needed rest. 

The expected Emancipation Proc
lamation of Jan. 1, 1863 was given to 
the Country by President Lincoln 
and evoked from the editor of the 
Volunteer the following, "We have 
no comment to make at present, ex
cept that it is a wicked, unconsti
tutional, and at the same time re
diculous act, which will draw down 
upon the President at once the con
demnation and laughter of the 
world. President Lincoln, having 
torn the Constitution to pieces, 
wants it amended to suit himself, 
Sumner and Greely." 

The Republican Herald recorded 
its approval in these simple words, 
"The great deed of the age is done. 
A President of the United States 
has had the courage to do an act 
that would have been considered 
impossible two years ago." 

From this time until the close 
of the war tJrn Volunteer called the 
opposing party Abolition instead of 
Republican, and the week follow
in g- announced that they had added 
a large number of new subs.cribers 
~ince January 1st. The signs of 
tre times are unmistakable its 
editor claimed. 

Later in the- month there ap
Jieared in the Volunteer the follow
in.g-, "LPt the people remember that 
the Abolition party is responsible 
fop all the ruia that bas come upon 
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us. The Democrats told them the 
result and warned the country 
against it, but they were bent on 
d1sunion. 

On March 12th. The editor of the 
Volunteer made apology for a hu
morous article by Artemus Ward, 
the Will Rogers of that day, "That 
slipped into his paper during his 
ttmporary absence from the office, 
when one or his workmen against 
the rules tried to select copy for 
the miscellaneous page, with the 
sad result that there appeared a 
covert, cowardly and libelous at
tack on bis Democratic party, the 
product no doubt of one of Lin
coln's pet government robbers." 

We are now in April 1863 and 
find flour $6.75 pe:-- barrel, wheat 
$1.50, corn 75c and whiskey 47 to 
49 cents per quart. 

In the Spring election the Dem
ocrats elected a majority to town 
council, although the Republicans 
secured nearly all the town offices. 
Editor Bratton complains that the 
Republicans made a deal with a 
Democrat tibereby defeating two 
wounded veterans, one of them 
one of the five Smith brothers who 
went out in Capt. Porter's Com
pany, and put in men of wealth 
who had not been in the war. 

At last the Copperheads and 
Blacksnakes entered the story for in 
the Volunteer appeared the follow
ing, "The Abolitionists, excessive
ly fond af applying pet names to 
their opponents, continue to style 
the Democrats 'Coppe1,heads.' We 
like the term for there is an ap
pJi,cability about it which has a 
palpable and significant meaning. 
The Copperhead is peculiar to this 
country; it is a fearless, indepen
dent snake that knows its power 
and when disturbed or interfered 
with, uses it. It is a brave snake, 
and therefore natura!J.y tolerant, 
harmles·s and passive; but take 
care that you do not tread upon it, 
for it never runs, except to attack 
its foe, and its sting when once 
aroused generally proves fatal." 

"Now the representative of t:he 
Abolitionist, opposite to the Cop
perhead is the Blacksnake and 
here too the analogy is complete. 
The Blacksnake is a cowardly. 
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. . g thieving reptile. It pos
Jiissin 'somewhat the power Lo 
ses~es but it always charms to de
alairotJ·on It robs birds nests, 
true · s .. s barnyards and sucks eggs, 

visdit.s often found entwined around 
an 1 k" h "lk legs of a cow sue mg er m1 , 
thet as now the Abolitionist con
J~S tors jobbers and office holder.s 
uac ' . l S ' " , . doing w1bh Unc e ams cow. 
ai~\pril 9. The Handel Musical 
Association, Jacob H. Rheem _con
ductor, with all four local ed1 tors 
among the m mbers, gave a grand 
concert in Rhee.m's Hall. A: that 
time we trust compl~te harmony 
existed among the editors. . 

April 16. A large Democratic 
meeting was held to prepare for 
the Fall campaign for governor. 
Speeches were made by Newsham, 
Penrose, Hepburn, Sh a pl e y, 
Shearer and Herman, all of whom 
took strong ground in favor of the 
old Union. 

A similar meeting of Republi
cans was held and according to 
the rival paper was addressed by 
Messrs. Todd and Humrich who 
tried to advance the heresies of 
Abolition, while Messrs. Dun bar 
and Frederick Cornman did the 
blackguarding. All did well. 

April 30 cMUe another day of 
fasting and prayer. Services were 
held in all churches with business 
completely suspended. 

May H came rumors, later prov
en to be false, that Richmond had 
fallen and that Hooker's Army had 
again crossed the Rappahannock. 

The burgess called a public 
meeting to arrange a reception for 
the men of the 130th Regiment 
who were expected home within a 
l'ew days after the expiration of 
their nine months' service. The 
two companies from town, com
manded by Captains Porter and 
Low arrived a few days later and 
were greeted with a parade and 
an addre~s of welcome at the 
Rouare delivered by James R. 
Rmitb, ERq., after which an "abun
dant collation" was served at 
~feeling House Springs. 

'I'be American (Republican pa
Per) ~uggested that a book be 
rr1Pned to enter the names of those 
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who refuse to JOlll the Union 
League and who act with the Cop
perheads, the attempt to form a 
Union League !.laving ended in a 
failure. 

A news item from Washington 
appearing in the Volunteer stated 
that a man threw a stick at a dog 
on the street, missed the dog and 
hit five generals. 

June -1 Charles A. Smith and 
Henry L. Hecker were appointed 
enrollment officers for a new draft. 

A meeting was held in the First 
Pres byterian Church to raise funds 
and to arouse deeper interest in 
the United States Christian Com
mission, the l{ed Cross of that day. 

June 18. 'fhe town was startled 
by news uf rcbe: raids in the Val
ley. Scouts were sent out from 
the Barracks and apprehended the 
Rebel pickets a few mires this side 
of Chambersburg. Scouts were 
fired upon and two of them cap
tured. There were rumors of ex
tensive military movements at 
Harrisburg and that ten thousand 
Rebels were in possession of Get
tysburg. A high state of excite
ment continued for severa1 days, 
many families left town and tbou
~ands of horses were removed from 
the Vall ey. The Volunteer claim
~d "No good male citizen is excus
able for leaving the town be lives 
in when danger threatens it. 

T.he excitement continued •so 
great that the editor of the Volun
teer was prevented from giving at
tention to bis editorial duties. 

To cope with the situation, what
ever it might be, the burgess call
ed a meeting of the citizens to 
meet in the court house on Mon
uay evening, June 15th, 1863. A 
Committee of Safety was created 
at this meeting, consisting of 
Colonels R. M. Henderson, Lemuel 
Todd, John Lee, Captains W. M. 
Porter, C. Kuhns, A. B. Sharpe, 
Richard McCartney, Lieutenants 
John Turner and John Hays, rep
resenting the military and Judge 
Graham, Judge Watts, Dr. Mabon, 
Dr. Dale, W. M. Henderson, W. H. 
Miller, A. B. Zeigler, Chief Bur
gess John McGinnis, J. B. Bratton 
and E. Cornman representing the 



Old ·Market House 
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non-military. 
Eloquent speeches were made by 

,Messrs. Sharpe, Newsham, Shearer 
and Shapley. 

'l'he next day a military wagon 
train of tile Union Army ove~ t~r~e 

iJes Jong trom Western V1rg1ma 
lllassed through town for Harris
~urg. 'fhere were over 500 wag
ons, with tour hot'~es ~o a wagon. 
It bad made 120 miles m 48 hours, 
3
t0pping only to water and feed 

the 11or5e,,. Many or the wagoll3 
,,,ere driven by contraband negroes 
,rho rode the wheel norse, their 
[ 0milies perched or> top of the 
10ad. 

No papers were puNished in Car-
lisle the weeks of Jun3 28th and 
July 6th. 

'l'he events at this time which 
concern the occupation of Carlisle 
and its shelling by t.he Rebels, fol
lowed by the Battle of Getty.sburg 
are too many and important to be 
taken up at this time. They 
should be the subject of a separate 
]!aper to be later prepared by a 
member of this Association. With 
regret therefore we pass on to 
iu1y 16th when our good house
keepers were asked to donate deli
cacies for the sick and wounded at 
Gettysburg. By this time the mer
chants were receiving back their 
goods and would soon be able to 
serve their customer<S as usual. 

A new draft began the next 
week. 

under !!he prov1s10ns of the 
Draft Act of March. 1863 the War 
Uepar tment, on Jul,r 3rd, 1863 des· 
iguated the Carlislt.: Barracks as 
0ne or the places whne a rendez
vous for the receiving of drafted 
men would be located, with Cap
tain D. H. Hastings, First U. S. 
Cavalry in charge. 

The location of this rendezvous 
was east ()If and adjoinin,!!' the 
Barracks. 

There was too much fast drivin•g 
on the streets of the town by 
young men acting as Provost 
Guard, one of them being nearly 
killed at Pomfret and Hanover 
streets by a horse falling on him. 

Notwithstanding a week's warn
ing of the intention of the Rebels 
to occupy Carlisle a large quantity 
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of military stores were left at the 
Barracks and captured by the 
R bels. 

Pursuant to notices given in all 
the churches a meeting was held 
at the College Chapel to organize 
a Christian Commission, the fol
lowing committee being ivppointed, 
Rev. Mr. Phillips, Rev. Mr. Clerc, 
Mrs. Sheaffer, Mrs. Henry Saxton, 
Mrs. Alexander, Mrs. Beetem, Mrs. 
S. Phillips, Miss Harriet Foulke,. 
Miss P. Paine and Mrs. H. M. 
Johnson. 

August 13 was Duy of Prayer and 
Thanksgiving for recent victories 
set aJDart by the President. Serv
ices were he!l in the English 
Lutheran and the Methodist 
Churches. Froru the report in the 
Volunteer of these services we 
quote, "At the Lutheran, the Rev. 
Fry preached a very entertaining, 
appropriate and chaste sermon. At 
we service in the Methodist 
Church, President Johnson of Dick
mson College delivered u,e usual 
a bolition speech replete with er
roneous statements and conclu
sions. As these occasions are 
used by the enemies of law (still 
quoting from the Volm•teer) and 
the constitution to ventilate their 
dogmas no attention should hereaf
er be paid to them by those who 
are in .favor of 'The Constitution 
as it is and the Union as it was.' " 

As usual the opposition papers 
made no reply to nor did they in 
any way recogniza this diatribe:. 

1.'he drrufted men from ~he cen
tral counties of the State began to 
assemble at CarUsle, the concer.tra
tion point for all the interior coun
ties of Pennsylvania. 

A local man was arrested chaiig· 
ed with giving information to the 
Rebels where grain was stored and 
was later released for lack of evi
dence. 

Carlisle had 297 men enrolled 
in the draft of whom 119 men 
were called, including 18 negroes. 

Our citizens were again a:sk.ed 
to clean up the town especially the 
market house which was stated 
was ais dirty as rould be. 

August 27. A number of the offi
cers of the Army of the Potomac 
who have been here for some tirnt· 



organizing the drafted men had a 
suipper at Martin',s Hotel, now the 
W el'lington. · 
. Sept. 3. Tne Democrats had a 

large rally for their candidates, 
Wodward, for governor. 
· In Criminal Court Mr. K. was 
tried for assault and battery on 
¥r. C., the latter having called the 
i(ormer a CCJ1Pperhead. K plead 
guilty and was fined $5 and costs 
and left the court house no doubt 
thinking it was well worth it. At 
this session Mr. B was up for two 
cases . of assault anu nattery on two 
different dt.izens at different times 
and p'laces. The defendant thought 
it his duty to direct the political 
and moral views of the prosecu
tors by using means more forcible 
than persuasion. Found guilty 
and fined . $10 and costs in both 
cases. Two young men found guilty 
of -larceny were released provided 
they joined the Army. 

An owner advertised tfor a 
silver plated tea urn and pitcher 
taken · from a Rebel prisoner and 
supposed to have been stolen from 
some citizen of Adams, Cumber
l~nd, Franklin or York counties. 

.Sept. 17, 1863. The Countv Mu
siCal Convention was entertained 
by the · Handel Association of Car
Ji.sle at the Union Fire Company 
Hall. 

At the Fall election Curtin, .Re
PlJ!blican candidate for governor, 
up tfor re-election, carried Carli.sle 
by three votes out of 913, although 
1-ie lost the county by 641 votes out 
of 7500 and won in the State by 
5300. The result in· Carlisle of 
this election brought from the Vol
unte~r ~he claim that 300 Reyubli
can soldiers were sent here to vote 
soldiers at the Bafracks, whos~ 
quarters were in North Middleton 
Township were voted in CarHsle as 
well as students at the college 
whose parents resided in other 
states. 

Oct. 17, just after the State 
elections came a call for 300,000 
men to serve in the Army. It 
was hoped by the Volunteer, that 
the new Draft Act would strike 
out the $300 exemption clause. It 
was estin;iated that over $350,000 
commutat10n money was paid in 
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this Congressional District con
sisting of Cumberland, Per{·y and 
York counties. The new draft 
called 400 men from this district 

November 5. The ladies of Car: 
li~le presented Gen. W. F. Smith 
with a beautiful silver pitcher, as 
a testimonial of their gratitude !for 
his defense of the town against 
the Rebels on July 1st. A letter 
of thanks was received ·by Mr,s. R. 
C. ·Woodward, chairman of the 
committee, so beautifully express
ed that at the risk of tiring my 
hearers, I quote in full, viz :-"Your 
kind letter of Sept. 25th, has 
reached me, at Chattanooga, Tenn 
and I return my heartfelt thanks t~ 
the 'Ladies of Carlisle' for the 
beautif.ul . testimonial of their high 
apprec1at10n of my services on the 
mght of July 1st, 1863. Goel who 
gives not always the victory to the 
many, gave me brave men around 
me, and to Him and them belong 
the thanks lfor the successful de
fense of your town on that night. 
Will you express my gratitude to 
the ladies of Carlisle for the sen
timents conveyed in your letter, 
and accept my heartfelt thinks for 
the pleasant language in which 
th y "'ere couched. I trust the 
st.orms of war may never again 
visit your beautiful country or dis
turb its brave women; but should 
such be the case, none would be 
more zealous or devoted in your 
service than I, were it my good 
!fortune to be near your home." 

Nov. 12, 1 63. The Volunteer 
raised to their. mast head the 
name of Gen. Geo. B. McClellan as 
their choice for President one 
year hence and stated he was be
lieved to be the choice of two
thirds of the voters of Cumberland 
County. Paper used by the pub
lishers had advanced over '150 per 
cent which caused many country 
papers to suspend. Where edi
tors could formerly trust sub
scribers for 1 to 3 years they must 
now ask them to pay up. 

In Quarter Sessions two citizens 
of West Hill were accused of show
ing Rebels where the prosecutor 
had .stored his goods. They were 
found guilty and fined $10 and 
costs. The value of the goods and 



whether or not they were taken by 
the Rebels was not mentioned in 
the report of the trial. 

All girls with pretty feet and 
ankles were reported to be in fa
vor of the new fashion of short 
dresses. 

The town was overrun with 
beggars, most of whom were 
imposters who would steal any
thing within reach. 

On Nov. 19, 1863, Lincoln deliv
ered his immortal address at the 
dedication of the National Ceme
terY at Getty.sburg. Many people 
from town went over, then a 30 
mile drive over poor roads. Much 
has been written of the indiffer
ent reception •given the speech by 
those d'ortunate enough to hear it. 
This is not borne out by its re
port appearing a few days later 
m t.he Volunteer. The speech 
quoted in !full was broken at five 
places by inserting the word "Ap
plause," and at the end "long Ap
plnuse" was added. 

The lawyers "'ere complaining 
of hard times, one prominent m em
ber of the Bar stating that he 
could make more money cutting 
wood. One wonders if he did try 
his hand at the wood pile, for later 
a prominent citizen distributed 100 
cords of wood among the poor of 
the town. 

We have now reached the year 
1864 and find the Ladies Fair raised 
$1,000 in aid od' the families of the 
wounded, sick and indigent .sol
diers. 

The Provost Mars.hall's office 
was now thronged with persons 
seeking exemption from the draft. 
The town was treated to a lecture 
on the bombardment of Vicksburg 
by one there at the time. The 
public was invited to see "Sawnee" 
the little contraband captured in 
Virginia by Gen . Banks, ,for he, the 
contraband, can dance, sing, crow 
more like a cock than a cock it
self, and imitate the flute and all 
from the mouth without a motion 
of the lips. 

The Children's Fair held in Feb
ruary raised $600 for the aid of 
soldiers. 

In March the town is again re
C"iving hundreds of recruits to be 
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equipped and organized. Early in 
April 1864 Captain D. P. Hancock, 
7th U. S. Infantry relieved Captain 
Hastings as commander of the 
Draft Rendezvous. 

Forty-seven men were drafted 
from Carlisle aifter credit had been 
al10wed for all drafted men held 
for service, ipaid commutation, 
furnished substitutes and all vol
unteers to Jan. 31st, 1864. By April 
21 the town was lacking but a few 
men to complete her quota and 
save the tow'l from the stigma of 
the draft. By the time the drafted 
men were called Carlisle had gone 
over the top with 80 men surplus 
but the county was short 144. 
Carlisle tfurni-shed no drafted men. 

Prices at market are enormous 
and oppressive upon town people 
with butter at 35 to 50 a pound 
and eggs 25 to 30 cents per doz. 
An anti - butter eating association 
was formed. 

1Major Hastings, commandant at 
the Barracks, made a raid on the 
hucksters and set prices and the 
next week was relieved of his com
mand and placed on the retired 
list. Ilf the hucksters had a hand 
in the major's retirement is not 
disclosed in the local papers. He 
was succeeded by Lt. McLean. 

Democrats were successful in the 
Spring election. Soon after an-
other Rebel raid was expected. 

The Monitor Club of Carlisle 
gave a grand concert and Union 
minstrels for the benefit of the 
Soldiers' Aid Society. 

On April 28, a lady writes to the 
Volunteer asking how it comes 
that we have so many officers and 
soldiers in town at this time. She 
thinks they should be with their 
regiments. No reply is ipublished 
to her inquiry. 

The editor followed her inquiry 
with the statement that "a so-call
ed circus is coming to town for the 
purpose of robbing the people of 
their money. T.his circus has been 
here beifore and was a complete 
humbug and swindle." No circus 
posters in his windows. 

Rev. Mr. Warren announced a 
lecture on the Battle of Gettysburg 
for thP benefit of the Soldiers' Aid 
Society. 
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MaY 12 The rumor was con
firmed of the capture of the 7th 
pennsylvania Regiment in which 
were a number of town boys. 

Wickedness appeared to be on 
the increase, the condition from 
which the increase was reckoned 
not given, men were knocked 
down and robbed nearly every day 
and night. Disreputable houses 
disgraced the principal streets. 
Lager beer and even intoxicating 
dimks could be obtained by boys 
at dozens of places. Ladies were 
insulted in broad day light and 
curses loud and deep could be 
heard on the streets at all hours 
of the ni"ht. So ran the account 
in the press and no one was asked 
to do anything about it. 

'I'he Middlesex Township Union 
Aid Society held a large festival at 
the Poor House barn. An elegant 
collation was served, a fine band 
was present and speeches were 
made by several distinguished gen
tlemen. 

By June 23 labor and farm hands 
were extremely scarce. Rumor 
came to town that Moseby with 
2,000 Rebel troopers had crossed 
the Potomac and .had entered the 
Cumberland Valley. 

At this time a detachment of 150 
regulars left the Barracks for th e 
front. Included in this number 
were a great number of veterans 
who had been at the Barracks for 
the past six years. 

Jul y 7. 'fhe Presidf'nt called for 
12,000 Volunteer Infantry from 
Pennsylvania to serve at Washing
ton for the next 100 days. 

Sunday evening following the 
town was alarmed by the intelli
r.ence that a large force of Rebels 
had crossed the Potomac and were 
headed north. In a few hours 300 
troopers from the ,garrison march
rcl into town and left at once by 
ti:ain for Hagerstown. High ex
(·1.tement continued during the 
night and all of Monday. Hund
clreds of negroes from the west end 
of the Valley crowded the cars on 
the way to Harrisbur.g It was 
announced that should the present 
PX "t b. ci ement continue there would 

P no papers issued the next week. 
A town meeting was h l' ld in the 
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court house to adopt measures to 
raise 334 men, the town's quota of 
the 12,000 one hundred day men 
asked from the State. A commit
t e was appointed to ask the coun
ty commissioners to pay bounties 
to those who enlisted but the re
quest was refused. A good feel
ing prevailed at the meeting and 
there seemed no doubt but that 
the town's quota would be filled 
within a few days. The volun
teers did not come forth for the 
Volunteer states that "During the 
whole of last week, the martial 
music of the drum and fife were 
heard resounding through our 
streets every day and evening 
drumming up recruits under Gov. 
Curtin's call for the 100 men. The 
music reminds of us of the early 
days of the Rebellion when men 
1 ushed to arms with alacrity and 
from motives of patriotism and 
love of country. No tempting of
fers of high bounty were then 
needed. The aspect of affairs has 
greatly changed in this respect 
with all the drumming and calls 
from the public meeting the effort 
to raise a company in Carlisle sig
nally failed." 

On the first Thursday of August 
came another day of humiliation, 
fasting and prayer so named by 
the President. Our editor evident
ly remained at home as he had sug
gested as no report is made of any 
of the meetings. No rain for 8 
long weeks. Oats crop a failure and 
corn is suffering. 

July 28 A permanent Company 
of Regulars at the Barracks, 60 
mounted men, left for Hagerstown 
to assist in repelling the threat
ened invasion. 

On July 30th, 1864 Chambers
burg was burned by the Rebels. 
News of this atrocity reached Car
li sle early on Saturday morning. 
About daylight Gen. Couch and 
staff, accompanied by many citi
zens of Chambersburg arrived in 
town. Soon vehicles and live
stock of every description and 
kind began to pour down at top 
speed on Carlisle by the Walnut 
Bottom and the Chambersburg 
Pike and all bent on putting the 
broad Susquehanna between them 



and the enemy. Many stragglers 
from our Army arrived in town, 
few knowing or caring where they 
were going. '£he next day, Sun
day, the court house bell was tolled 
to assemble a meeting to render 
assistance to the sufferers at 
Chambersburg. Committees were 
appointed to collect money, cloth
ing and provisions. In a few 
hours $600 in cash and large sup
plies were collected and assem
bled at the market house, placed 
in a freight car and with the com
mittee left for Chambersburg. All 
business naturally came to stand
still. 

August 1 came another call to 
the Nation for 500,000 men of 
which Carlisle's quota was 114. 

On Aug. 5th, 1864, Capt. Han
cock in charge of the Draft Ren
dezvous at Carlisle wrote to the 
War Department that in view of 
the constant confusion that daily 
takes place between the Barracks 
and the Draift Rendezvous in cor
respondence, misdirections, mis
carriage of letters, etc., I have the 
honor to request a name for the 
Draft Rendezvous. I have myself 
named it Camp Biddle subject to 
the confirmation of your depart
ment. 

On Aug. 11th instructions were 
received that the place will here
after be designated as Camp Bid
dle. Nothing has been found of 
record in the War Department to 
show why Capt. Hancock desired 
the Rendezvous named Camp Bid
dle. The speaker believes that 
it was named in honor of General 
E. M. Biddle of Carlisle, father of 
the Hon. Edward W. Biddle, now 
residing at the corner of West 
High and North College streets. 

On Oct. 9th, 1864, Capt. W. B. 
Royall, 5th U. S. Cavalry relieved 
Capt. Hancock of the command of 
Camp Biddle and in less than two 
months later Capt. H. W. Freedly, 
3rd U. S. Infantry relieved Capt. 
Royall and remained in commanrl 
until May 27th, 1865 when he in
formed the War Department that 
the rendezvous was that day 
closed, there yet remaining five de
serters to muster out. 

I desire at this time to acknowl-
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edge my indebtedness to Colonel 
Charles R. Reynolds, the present 
commandant of the Carlisle Bar
racks, through whose courtesy the 
information concerning Camp Bict. 
die was obtained from the War 
Department. 

At the October election the Re
publican candidate for Congress 
carried Carlisle by 18 majority but 
lost the county. At this time 
Pennsylvania went Democratic, anct 
the President was up for re-E:Jec. 
tion within 30 days. 

It was rumored that more drafts 
were coming after the November 
election. 

Wheat was now $2.35, corn $1.40 
and oats 88 cents, about high water 
marks for the grains. 

In the presidential election of 
Novamber, 1864 Carlisle went 
against Lincoln by 26 votes out of 
968, the county 779 out of 7256, 
while the State turned in for the 
President by over 20,000. In one 
month's time Carlisle swung from 
a Republican majority of 18 to 26 
ifor the other side. 

On Dec. 1, a union meeting of 
all churches was held in the Eng
lish Lutheran Church and was ad
dressed by Rev. Thomas Atkinson 
of the Army of Tennessee on be· 
half of the Christian Commission. 

As a result the local branch of 
the commission was enlarged to in· 
elude all ministers from the town 
and one lay representative from 
each church. It was decided to 
provide a minister and a layman to 
represent the town's branch and to 
serve for a period of six weeks 
with the Army of the Potomac and 
every six weeks two new repre· 
sentatives would relieve the ones 
then serving, thus keeping up a 
constant supply of service from tbe 
town. No further mention is made 
of this enterprise so its success or 
!failure cannot be recorrled here. 

Many poor in town were suffer· 
ing from want of clothing and 
food. Market prices very high 
at this t'me no doubt originated 
the .statement. "You should carry 
your money in your market baskrt 
and bring home your marketing in 
your pocketbook." Butter and 
eggs touched 50 cents. 



we now pass inlo the year 1865 
and find a call for 300,000 fresh 
troops expected. The town was 
urged to fill its quota by volun
teers. Complaint of delay in the 
payment of soldiers was heard on 
all sides. Gold was now 246 and 
advertisements appeared in the pa
pers offering the 7-30 government 
loan. 

April 6 On Monday noon was 
received the news of the fall of 
Richmond. All bells were tolled, 
nags were run up, stores, shops 
aud .schools were closed and every
body appeared on the streets, smil
ing, gay and happy. A firemen's 
procession was agreed upon and in 
a short time our four companies 
appeared in front of the market 
house, their carriages decorated 
with flags and evergreens, and 
headed by two fine brass bands, 
one from the Barracks and the 
other from Camp Biddle. The pro
cession formed with Col. R. M. Mc
Cartney, chief marshall and pro
ceeded up High Street presented 
an imposing appearance. After 
tll' ee hours marching through the 
principal streets the procession 
halted in front of the Square and 
was dismissed. 

April 6 The Carlisle American 
gives up and sells out to the Her
ald. It was established in 1855 
to espouse the Know Nothing 
Party. 

Governor Curtin called upon the 
·people to assemble in their places 
of worship the follo ;,· ing Sunday 
and thank Almighty Goel for the 
victory. 

On Monday morning, April 13, 
1865 came the news of the surren
der of Lee and his Army. Chief 
Burgess John Campbell at once 
called a meeting of the citizens of 
the town to convene in Rheem's 
Hall (the court house was not large 
enough) at 11 that morning .for 
the purpose of rejoic;ng to~etrN 
and to m~ke arrangements for cele
br~ling the great event. William 
Mi.ll~r was named Pre~idePt with 
W1111am Fl. Mullin, J ac'lb Rheem, 
John McGinnis, John B B~attcn 
?nd Hon. Hugh Stuart, vice nre"i
~e~ts. Capt. R Rf>;itt:v ~~a .T n1. 

e:ilby were secretariPs. Mr M'ller 
niade a short speech being followed 

23 

by Messrs. Lemuel Todd, R. M. 
Henderson and A. B. Sharpe all vet
erans and eloquent speakers. The 
assembled crowd then joined in 
singing the Star Spangled Banner 
led by George Zinn, assisted by 
John Rheem, Kieffer, Masonheimer, 
Turner and Williams. A commit
tee consisting of E. Beatty, John 
Campbell, John B. Bratton, E. 
Cornman, Gen. G. W. Bowman, 
Rev. F. J. Clair, E. M. Biddle, J . 
W. Ogilby and S. D. Hillman was 
appointed to arrange a suitable pa
rade in celebration of the end of 
the war. After which all gave 
three rousing cheers for Gen. 
Grant, three for his Army of brave 
men and three for the Union and 
dispersed in the very best possible 
humor. Men of both parties shook 
hands cordially as the tears of joy 
stood in their eyes. 

Thursday April 6th was the day 
chosen for the grand celebration 
of the great Union victory. The 
following program was carried out: 
(!) A National salute and the ring
ing of the court house and all 
church bells in the morning. (2) 
A great civic and military parade 
in the following order: The U. S. 
Troops from the Carlisle Barracks. 
The returned soldiers of our Army 
and the soldiers of the War of 
1 12. A cavalcade of horsemen, 
composed of citizens of North and 
South Middleton, Middlesex, West 
P ennsboro, Dickinson and other 
1ownships. The fire companies of 
Carlisle with apparatus, the Or
der of Free Masons, the I. 0. of 
Odd Fellows, the Literary Societies 
of D;ckinson College, the Sold:ers 
A icl Societies. thf' tearh f>rs and 
ch ildren af the public schools. 

Major W. B. Royal, U. S. Army 
was chief marshall with Messrs. 
John Ha:vs, Jacob Zug, J. '\V. Ahl, 
A. K. Rheem and James S. Ster
ret , assistant marshalls. 

Thpv formed al 1 p. m. on Pub
lic S011are and on returning Bang 
a thanksgiving anthem. That night 
tlie r.ourt bouse, all cburcbf>s and 
dwelling hourns were illnminatecl 
;ind a diBplay of transparencies. 
fl11gs and fire works clOBt>il what 
wi)] evf>r reTT'ain the hanpi<-s t d'l.v 
in tl>e old town, for Pf>ace was now 
on thP Earth and in the Air. 



Fifty Years After 
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