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DICKINSON COLLEGE
LIBRARIAN'S OFFICE
CARLISLE - PENNSYLVANIA

July 13, 1959

Boyd Lee Spehr, Esq.,
"Sea Ledges,"
Manset, Maine.

Dear Mr. Spahr:

I was very happy to find your letter here on returning
from a few days of work in Philadelphia. I am trying hard to
finish my Franklin-portraits book this summer - or at least
get it within sight of completion - and am going up to Yale
for the purpose at the end of this week. Your note on the new
Convay letter came this morning. I have sent the memo on it
to Dr. Malcolm, and shall await its arrival with much interest.
The Mr. Brown to whom Conwey writes is probably Alexander Brown,
author of The Genesis of the United States, published in 1891.

The miniature of Taney offered us by Miss Helena L. Pinkney
of Washington (with an "assist" from her friend, Miss Mary Mason
Lee) has also just arrived. It is on ivory, a charming, original
life portrait, painted I should say, 1840-45, and I very much
hope that you can give it to us. I shall have it photographed
for you. It comes in a daguerreotype case obviously not
meant for it, since there is an original daguerreotype Of someone
else underneath. It was given to Taney by Marian Campbell, who
later married Samuel Laurence Gouverneur, Jr. She must have been
a daughter of James Mgson Campbell, the Baltimore lawyer who was
Teney's favorite son-in-law. I shall try to get from the ladies

rther details on the family history, as our biographies of Taney

miniature, which seems to me a very reasonable price.

As for the Wayne material about which I wrote you, the Hirschl
end &dler Gallery is sending us (this is my fee for expertising the
portrait) some school books from the Wayne attic, possibly Isaac

Wayne's, and photostats or microfilm of the old War Department
letter books.

In the meantime, all goes well in the Library as a whole -
though we have s ffered from the long illness of Art Kahler's son,
and our clerical assistant of several years' standing, Nell Barr,
has been taken very seriously ill, and will probably not return
to library work. A young fellow has come is as assistant to
Arthur Flandreau in the Reference Department. We are expecting
four ranges of steel stack which will enable us to enlarge the
Reference Room, and to bring down important runs of periodicals now
stored in the attic. One eye still, of course of the ex-Chapel.

Yours, as ever,




DICKINSON COLLEGE
CARLISLE - PENNSYLVANIA
LIBRARIAN'S OFFICE
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Paper from back of Taney miniature :
Judge Taney given me

by him

Frederick
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Miniature portrait of R. B. Teney
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As I Remember. Recollections of American Society during
the Nineteenth Century. N.Y. & L. (Appleton), 1911.

Ded. to father, Judge James Campbell, "whose benign
influence I still feel,"and to husband, Samuel L.,

Gouverneur, Jr., "The companion and pillar of strength
of my later years."
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July 13, 1920

Miss Helena 1. Pinkney,
‘8‘9 G M, e lt..
washington 6, D. C.

Lear Mies Pinkney:

The miniature hae arrived sefely. I am quite
charmed with it, and hope very ruch that we can
+ We have already two portraits of Taney,
but both of advenced age, and this one is
interesting clso beceuse of the family eesociation.

If it would not be toc much trouble, I would
be very grateful for some additiovel names and dates,
Wes Marian Campbell a daughter of James lason Campbell,
of Baltimore, the Taney son~in~law? Anything on
the family background would e interesting - the
biographies are so preoccupled with affairs of the
law, thet one can learn very little of this other
lﬁ. from them.

Our Taneygenthusiasst is in Meine, but 1 can
expect to hear from him in about e weel, and shall
get in touch with you at once.

Sincerely yours,

Charles Coleman Sellers
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