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Pittsburgh, Apr. 17-'37

oir,

I had the honor of addressing you, not long since, in behalf of Doct.
Watson of this city who will have the peasure of delivering you this
letter.

My young friend - who has already made the voyage to India - seems
to have such a keen desire for the sea that he continues his efforts to
obtain a situation by which that desire may be gratified. By information
from your department the appointment of Surgeon's Mate appears to be out
of the question at present. Can you give him any other situation? Is
it possible for him to obtain a Midshipman's commission? I wish he
could be gratified. I will vouch for his character & qualifications.

Will you do me the personal favor by conversing with Doct. Watson
truly - and by giving him such advice & information as your generous
disposition may suggest as likely to be useful to him.

I transmitted to you some papers recommendatory of him. If it
happens not to be necessary to retain them on file, the Doctor would
be glad to have them returned.

With high respect, Sir,
yr. obt. servant,

Wm. Wilkins
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