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Washington City
June 2d - '44

My dear Sir;

You would be a shabby fellow, and "a bad man and an ugly Christian,"
if, for one moment, you could blame me for not writing or answering letters.
Don't you well know that it is only with our Enemies that we are apt to be
careful and very punctual. Friends we are sure of, and, therefore, care
nothing about them. In addition to this very philosophical reflection, let
me say to you, that at no time do I write letters unless under the most
dreadful cumpulsion. And yet I wish you could be here for a little while
to see how hard I work from 9 until 4 & 5.

In reference to the Harbor improvement at ERie, I have had many appli-
cations., It is a work under the care of the Topographical Bureau, and I
presume will be put in charge of an office of that Corps. As to W. Biddle,
God knows the wish of my heart. Further than this, I know not one word.

I have not as yet heard a sentence from the Pres't on the subject.

Yrs. very truly
Wm. Wilkins
W. Biddle
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