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LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE 

ON 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

2027 Mass. Ave., N.W., Washington, D. C. 20036 phone 667-1780 

Mr. Ray·c. Bliss, Chairman 
Republican National Committee 
16Z5 I St. IN. w. 
Washington, D. c. Z0006 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

ROY WILKINS, Chairman 

ARNO'LD ARONSON, Secretary 

JOSEPH L. RAUH , JR., Counsel 

CLARENCE M. MITCHELL, Legislative Chairman 

MARVIN CAPLAN, Director Washington Office 

J. FRANCIS POHLHAUS, Special Consultant 

YVONNE PRICE, Executive Assistant 

• New York address: 55 West 42nd St., New York 10036. phone 564·3450 

May 16, 1968 

Over the years little attention has been paid to the integrated 
or segregated nature of the delegatione to Republican National Conven-
tions coming from the atates of the South. In part at least thia flowed from 
the absence of a .strong Republican Party in many Southern states and a re .. 
aultant la~k of t.n.terest in what the Republican Party did in states that al
most automatically voted Democratic. It is therefol'e not surprising that 
moat of the interest in paat deleaate battles along racial llnes have occurred 
in the Democratic Party. In thia connectioa, I enclose a copy of my letter 
to Chairman Bailey dealing with tbi& eame problem of integrated delegations. 

But now the situation is different. There ie a serious Republican 
Party in the South and there ts a very real need for these Southern Repub
lican State partie• to pre1ent integrated deleaationa to the 1968 RepuhUcan 
National Convention. 

We eall upon you, as Chairman of the Republican Party, to take 
the necessary tteps to insure that Uly•white dele6ations from these Southern 
Republican State partie• will not be aeated at your forthcoming convention 
this August. If the Republican Party is to develop and maintain the respect 
and confidence of the minorities of thiB nation, it must take firm atepa to 
see that 4elegattons to its convention are broadly representative of the 
Republican• of the atate from wblch they eo:rne. 

1 would appreciate hearing from you promptly aa to your plant in 
this regard. 

Respectfully yourt, 

Roy Wilki!lB, Chairman 
Leaderehip Conference on Civil Rights 

"Cooperation in the Common Cause of Civil Rights for All" 
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