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Washington 15 January 1859 

Dear Sir, 

I have received your kind invitation, on behalf of "the Burns Club of the City of New York," to be 

present at the Festival dinner, to be given in honor of the Centennial Anniversary of the poets birth. I 

should [esteem it?] a great pleasure as well as a high privilege to be with you on this occasion; but my 

public duties here render thl5 it impossible. 

Poor Burns! I have always deplored his hard fate. He has ever been a favorite poet of mine. The 

child of genius & of .feeOOg misfortune, he has been more read & more admired by the people of all 

classes ffi throughout the extent of this Country than any other poet living or dead & has touched his 

natural [pathos?] the [sic] sympathies has touched the sensibilities of every man with a heart in his 

bosom. 
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