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PRO J R.\,\l 

I I :oo A. :\I. 

!'rcsid111/ N1·cd 

Altn:t :\later, tried and true, 
• 'ohle Dicki11so11ia, 

Oft our hearts shall turn lo you, 
::\ohle Dicki11so11ia. 

!Iow each a11c1e11l l'la-.sic hall 
Fo11dest memories n:call, 
Sacred is each gr,1y olcl wall, 

Xohle Dickinso11ia. 

Scio11 of a h1111dn:cl years, 
• ·uhle Dicki1i-011i.l, 

\\'itness of our o,111ilcs and tears, 
• ohle Dick111sonia . 

. \ge sll'lll 11ot thine honors rli1n; 
Till cleath comes with \·isag1· grim, 
\\'e will ch:111l our lovi11g hy11111, 

Xoble Dickinso11i.1. 

:\Ie11 111.ly come and n1en may go, 
Noble Dickinsonin, 

Yet in deep and peat'eful no,,, 
• •oble Dicki11sonia, 

Shall thy stream of learni11g wi1le, 
Through the ages gladly glidl'. 
Ever to thy sons a pride, 

• 'obi· Dickinso111a. 



I !istorirnl Sl<ctr/1 
Robert E. 1lfc,Jlar11cy, h"sq., '93, 
o/ The E1•r11i11g J'osl, 1\'crL• )'or!.: City 

Co111111c111orali<·e Ode 

,/ddrrsscs 

(;.Cl/. !loratio C. l\'i11g, f,L. D., '5S, 
o/ J\ Tew ) 'or!.: 

I IJ·11111-" ,J mcrita" 

!Jc11cdicl ion 

My country, 'Lis of thee, 
Sweet lane! of liberly, 

Of thee I siq.(, 
Lan<l where 111\' fathers' <lie<l, 
Land of the piigri111's pride, 
From everv 111011 ntnin si<le, 

Let freedo1n ring. 

My native country, thee­
Land of the noble free, 

Thy name I love. 
I love lltv rocks an<l rills. 
Thy wootls and te111plecl hills, 
My heart with rnpture thrills, 

Like lhat aboYe. 

Let 11111sic swell the hreeze, 
,\ 11(] ring front all the trees, 

Sweet freeclo111 song; 
Let mortal tongues awake; 
Let all that breathe partake; 
Let rocks their silence break; 

The sound prolong. 

Our fathers' Cod, to thee, 
Author of Liberty, 

To thee we sing. 
Long 11iay our land be bright 
With freedo111 's holy light, 
Protect us by thy might, 

Great Goel our king. 
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Evt;;1r arduous is th_. le.bo1" of th~ hi!-. tori an; still more 

difficult the un~ertakin~ of the honest eulocist; but trebly diffi-

cult the task cf th~ chronicler,who seeks tc· c;ath.r sanely and '.vithout 

colour of false sentiment, the truth concerning the work and worth of a 

pile of brick er stone - be it castle,cathedral,or hall of learnine. 

·Yc.ur ceneral or you1~ statesms.n leaves behind him at least a 

fragmdnt of his er&onality, oft-times written in hi.s O'.i/n hantl: the 

dullest plc•u hshar~ of any nation's proer~ss turns a furro·v plainly 

vi::; le upon the man . r-ucc(::ed1ng eeneraticn .. may clash concerning 

a vaeuenesv vf net· ~here or a seeming blunder there, but ~ver one 

is covers a modi cum of erta. int" from ·~1hich to deduc ~. 

The bic·er·apher of thines architectural far ... s but faultily. 

At best he mu~t sift for his fact~ at th ... bottom of th ... dust bins cf 

vanish eel gen~raticnf>, patiently, an<l avc1idinc; the ever-at-elbow im-

pulse to take for- era.nted. One may utter placid extravacancies be-

sicJe a monun~~nt upon som~ hero's anniversary day -- the dead ma.y not 

disclaim, and six feet of earth makes all ungenerous him who ·vould 

d-:mu~·· But venerable walls ar,, bot~ living and th~ deed. Part of 

them lies interred ·ri th thi: silence of men an<l things lon0 eone; 

art exists with the present; a still greater part stretches forth 

into the unseen but ho efully desired future. It wer a callous 

chronicler indeed who, facine eray~d blccks of stone, fail d to hew 

clc0se to th.ti straieht cleavaee line of truth-telline. 
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We cannot better approach that for which we are to-day gath-

ered to honor, than in th~ spirit of William Fitzstephen, th trusted 

I a,., 
cl~rk of ThomaB ~ Becket, who in prefacinc ~ life of his murdered 

sup~rior7 spa.ke thusly of the city of iJondon: 

Among the noble cities cf the ,vorld that Fam~ celebrates, 
the City of !Jondcn cf the Ki'!"ledom of the En.'.jlish,is the one seat that 
pours out its fame more widely, sends to farther lands its wealth .and 
trades, liftf::i its h~ad hich'3r than thl3 rest. It is ha:>PY in trie 
healthiness of its air, in the Cnristian r~lieion, in the strencth 
of its defences, th~ natur13 of it~ site, th~ hono r of its citizens, 
the modesty of its matron~; pleasant in sports; fruitful of noble 
men. Let us lcok into these thincs separately. 

The proj~ct of erectine West Colleee was f'ir8t discussed in 

1791, eight years after the roundinc of Dickinson. At that time, 

Chi~f Justice Taney relat~s, the cornrnencemento7althouch observ~d with 

muc· ceremony, wer~ held in a "small, snabby building frontine on a 

d rty alley." Taney was graduated with the class of 1795, and his 

f ir~t impressions of commencsment wer~ th~ vivid ones of a Fres.hJ:lan. 

ln 1791 a grant of fif't~en hundred pounds sterling was made tc the 

colleee by the Legislature, and immediat9ly af t~r th~ announci::r.ient of 

the gift, a committee was appointed to negotiate for the purchase of 

a let in the borc.ueh from the Penns. 

3ev~n years were allcwed to go by however, before the com-

rnittee was abl13 to iix upon a fit site f'or a ne·.v colleee house. In 

1798 thd pr1::si=;nt Dickinson cam us, on the extreme western limit of the 

ti1en town of Carlisle, was ~urchased from the Penns in feJ, for $150. 

The land was part c-f s la.r~e common ' un1 encsd, 
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th~ towr. f'or anything from week end pastimes to pasturing cattle. 

is said that th8 youth cf Carlisle did not take the curtailment of 

their pla.ygrcuncl in coed part. The Dickinscn acres had scarce the 

time to realize their new-found dignity before th~ dev~lopment of the 

in')vi tao le "town and gown" spirit, which ob te.ins in every colleei3 and 

university community, but which has more or less disappeared alone 

with hazinc;, the cane-rush and kindred rashes of the unclercraduate. 

The first West College was by no means the buildine of to­

day. Had the orieinal structure been spared to us we should see brick 

walls like those of Massachusetts :tncl Harvard halls at Cambridr;e. 

It 1 s erection was hurried by carp en ti::rs and masons, ~.nd ~~y _ the 

sturlents a~~ said to hav~ voluntarily aided in the labor, so eaeer 

wer::.: they to tak'3 up quart..,rs in the new structul'.'e and leave the"dirty 

all .y" of which Taney sp ~aks. It is not im~Jrobable that som~ of them 

may hav~ put in a po~tion of th~ Christm~s rec~s3 in this mann9r. 

Trav9l was drr3ai.'"ily slow and a.pp all in_:ly costly 1n those day,<:>, and 

many a st d~nt went thr0u[;h an entlr~ colle.:;e cour:'se Nithout r7turnine 

to hiH people bet~13en t ~rms. Taney ·11~nt home but t ~ic~ durine; his 

course, says Dr. Him~s in his 13Xc el l•3fl t hi:... tory of Dick in on, without 

freriuent reco11r~e to whlch this sk tch coul<l n'3V')r hav~ been '.vri tten. 

"Old~ " West Coll'3e;o-? was so far complet~U. by the latter 

part of January, 18 3, as to b-3 partially occupied. To the new build­

int: the libr.:.ry, globl;)t1 1 and scientific apparatus were to be transferred 
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as soon as the f inishinc; touch~s ha<l b~en e;iv~n. Suce• ... din3 misfortune 

was in a. measure kin•l. The transf t7r of the college t:r:-eamirds h ad not 

been eff •:ct ~<l iv' 1":ln, on the thirrl of Febru&ry, 1803, "Collece Eo use" 

as West College was then call'3d, was burn'3d to the eround. 

It is a trifli? U..l'lcertain ·vhsth'3r th-:; conflaer:;a. ti on b ::i:;an in 

th'3 daytime or at n1eht, but at all ev~nts non9 of the students were 

inJ urd<l, al though des true tion was rapid and total. The flames were 

ca us eel by a wood fire on the common. A s t.ronc; 'Hes t wind carried 

sp·~rks th r'Ou.:;h the ~mp t~r window sashes of an unf lnished room, and mock­

ed th~ effort~ or the undereraduat~ buck~t bricade. Blazinc shinelea 

were swe:>t a.crosB to'm as far as the Letol'.9t sprinc;, and narr-a.to:r:-s of 

the calamit.,r d~clar~ tha~ at one tim'3 the t;ntlre tc ·•:n waH endanz~red. 

A prvviuentlal fall of snow is said to have sav~cl Carlisle. 

The blc·n 'Has a :r-~ally ter'rible on'3. The ne·!1 buil<linc had 

not oeen alto5eth·~11 paicl fer o.nd the financen or the inst.it ition were 

in a deplet~cl conU.i t ion. But V'3ry b~avo3ly both town and colleg•: went 

to :vork. Subscript ion !)ap ~rs for re-build in.:; w~re tak ~n frcm house to 

hou::> ... and a hurri .,d in'3etine er the trust~'3S was call~d, at which an 

ap11 '31ll for fund fl was issued. ~hny m~n p c.minen t in public life wert3 

amone those who contributed. The destruction of the college, say::> 

Doc tot' H!m13s "-:..,as r'35a:r-decl a.s a nat lonal ca lam! ty. Poli ti cal a.nimos­

i ties -.v13re sof ten~u by it. The collece had been notoriously in sym­

pathy with the Adam8 administration in its trust?J:3, its faculty, :ind 
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its students. But at this junctul'.'~, of sevent ·~~n m~mber8 of Conc;rc;s3 

·Hho contributed to the r~-buildiric; of the colle5e, all but one wer~ 

Republicans, and ev ,~n Jefferson rec 13iV'ed the comm!tt~o court~ously and 

gave $100." 

In Aueust, 1803, the relayin~ of th~ foundatlon stones took 

pla.ct3. As in the forrne:r- builcline;, brick was to be used. But wh~n the 

plans .ver•e submitted to Latrobe, the e;ove-r-nm3nt architact at Washing­

ton, he arcueu that "either brick o~ stone would ru~t and acquire an 

appearanc -=: of age, ·Nhich, howev '~~, would not b? obj •3C tionable, as 

paint~rs in their drawings, give ev'jn new buildin.::;s the rust of an­

tiquit:_: to make them ven'3rable, and in laree buildines and of a pub­

lic ria tu re, it !s espec ia.lly becominc;." But he ur5ed that stone be 

us eel in vte·11 of the fact that th~ edifice was to b, of considerable 

size. Stone, h'9 said, ·..,.ould secure fer it an apr)e:l.rrnce of streneth. 

Latrobe's advi0a was followed. 

The length of the buildine was on'3 hundred and fifty feet 

and its br~ud th fort~r-f 1 v~ f e i~t. An unusually Cd.~eful we-I' kine out of 

plans was f ollo we<l to s ecur? a harmony in dim'3ns ions and altitudes. 

It was the desire of the trust,,s that their misfortune should prove 

to be a b~n?f icial exp!:)rience/ and the second s true tur~ was la.re'3:r than 

the first. It wa:3 not ready fo-r• occupancy until Nov~mber 1805. Ev~n 

then mondy faili7d and ther~ still remained much to bi3 done in t:'1e ·:ray 

of int~l'.'ior f inishinc. As l~td as 1821 class room and dormitcry par­

tit lons were beine erected. 
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