Dickinson College Archives & Special Collections

http://archives.dickinson.edu/

Documents Online

Title: Report of Henry Clay’s speech on the Webster-Ashburton Treaty by
Unknown Author

Date: 1842

Location: I-SpahrB-1950-2

Contact:

Archives & Special Collections
Waidner-Spahr Library
Dickinson College

P.O. Box 1773

Carlisle, PA 17013

717-245-1399

archives@dickinson.edu




4

AR €

A
T




/ /x NI Y s o
S AP K eAn R L

7~ .2

I







3

After Mr., Buchanen had closed - /}bﬂgﬁqu”*S

My, Clay, f of Ky, mede # f¢f some general remsyke on the
preeent condition of our relatione with Great Bri iin - chiefly

we : (ohédgiy the errest of MoLeod)

the question of the N, E. boundary -* the question of the Caroline,\ -
& the cuestion of the Affi¢#f searches of American vesrcels by
British cruisers on the coast of Africa., -

Accompanied with an emphatic declaration that this richt of

not

search conld Yhdér/Ad/¢I¢hkgtdnd¢f be submitted to-

Mr. C, from the whole view of our foreign relations, drew tie

following inferences: -

1lst that no necessity existed for & special M&Mof any kind

to Engd: -

2. That he had not yet £ even begun to think of war - nor did

he see that there was any preesent proepect of it,

2

Thirdly - that he believed in the sincerity of the profescions
of the British Govt - to waintain peace - fLRegL/LAE/////////1]1]/
/////////f//???}/f/ff/ nothing but the grestest evil could result
to either country from & war; & that he believed peece might be
maintained unleaqa war were forced upon ue from collateral
circetances & event%cver which neither government had controul,

Ang finally, thet the defence of the country, & most especially

wee a solemn duty which
its maritime defenoe,’ought to be immediately & energetically
undertaken by the Govt -~ of the U.7,, thet the country might be

prepered for any ~ontingenecy.
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the British Govt. coincided in thie - & at the present moment

the two Governmente had agreed omn a2ll the essential points of

of & negpotiation which must inevitably end the ddhifdvéiey

guestion; it was now ha . ine on unimportant pointe involving

‘vather detail then principles And a settlement cd. not be

long deferred if, as he believed, the British Covt. was sincere

in its professions of peace. Under these circumstances ¥H¢/Bf/
it was
Fort. believed that the correspondence ought not to be

published,
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