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7 - 3¢ Dich Fefclan
Duss, Apr.Bth. '75

Dear Dicks .

I am sorry to hear of all your health probleams,
and would have nothing to report but the same for myself,
as I have been going through "Hell and Dammation" since
last September, when I suddenly was stricken with severe
gum infections, had to take strong anti-bioticsfor five
months, whilst going way out to kingdom come tothe Den-
tist to have four teeth pullqd, and multiple dreadful
Novoc:ine needles jabbed into my mouth.So thai,along with
other severe health problems I am what some might call: "A
Basket Case" by now. Also I've been trying to work at the
piano on nmew music ete ete for recording, but oof course
have not made the he-dway I used to do, in younger and
hoalthier days. Therefore I cannot be of much hlp to you
in your dilemma about yo r biography. Your requesti"lo
authorize you,'in writing' to quote me about things I
may have told you about my occasional encounters wiih
Mary Garden, rather perplexed me, I must aduit. I can-
not recall anything I might have told you that would even
carry the slightest 5%%:@2%* of"libelous statement"” or
place you, your Bditors, Helen Garden or auyone else con-
nected with Mary in any legdlly dangeroggbpositinnl 3eve
eral years ago I congented to help a friend writing a Bio.
!ﬂ:ﬁ;&ting and:tonvaraa£§b;¢;y recollections of a lonztiue

friend, ¥hat was my dismay, when ths book firnil de out,



to find that the author had apparently not listenened care-
fully cnough in some instances, or had not read care 'uilv
enough my coplouc notes, so that this being evidently

case he had decided to use his own imagination, the result

of which was consider,ble mistaken reportage, deseription
and wrong statements all of which were the exact opposite

of the truth, which I had so carefully and zencrously sone

to groat lenths and efforts to help him with. Sincthen, I

wis forced to declde mever 1o "collaborate officially" with
anyone, and that if I were quoted by anyone anywhere, I would

s PR L+ a3
expect the author to subuit to me at least RS pagﬁgraphs

wherein this was done, for my approval., This I shall natur-
ally have to apply in your case as well as others,, and I
hope that, being a responsivle and intelligent author, you
will quite understand and accord me this vicht, D on't be
offended, please.,..cither.

S rely you have heard by now that door dear Nazara died lust
Nov, in Spain. George Hoy wrote me a sad letter saying “lle ¥
would not wish her back, since from the beginninz of hor strovc
she had not known a day without suffering and pain”,

I don't see how you could "write me in" as a characier in yous
Bio, To my great regret, I nover became an intimate friend o
Mary Garden, We were always in opposited parts of the worl.
at the same time, My acquaintance with her ways very routinel
and conventionally beguns: I, a member of the Erouparound tha
LITTLE REVISW in Chicago cirea I9I6-17, went to see hor in

"PELLEAS" and was of course overwhelmed, I went backs tage and,



arrived fortumately, after all the "Gushers®, Society lad-
ies and celebrity hounds had said their pieces and SRS
ed. I remember her standing there to greet me warmly , s¢ill
in Melisandes death-scene nightgown, the long blondewig o
also, her eyes still made up in the bluish green sheused Loy
that charactarazation., She seemed to like me, I felt, and
was deeply touched by the things I tried to say about her
immortal interpretation and singing, I recall that sshe ask-
ed me "If I would come hear her in a few weeks when she was
to sing a revival of "Griselidis"...and hoped T would"....
Very poor in those days, I suppose she noticed of corse
with her exbtraordinary E.S.P, the reticence of ny reply

and very quickly said: "Give me your address and I'll send
you two "places" ... I thanked her ecstatically of course,
and departed never even dreaming th:.t she, busy as she was
would remember. But after two or three weeks, I was to have
proof that she was not only very thoughtful and kind, but
faithful to her word, Along same the tickets in the best pal
of the "Orchestra"! The same thing happened in NeYeCles, when
after seeing her in lonna Vanna at the Lexington, she pron:
sending me seats for "Aphrodite" in a few weeks %o come, whi
she did, the tickets arriv ng promptly Just before tthe 4
of the performance, to my Hotel (The old Grenoble, now do-
finet) and so our "relations" continued thualy thvought &
years, until I went to Paris, 38he was then appearing vew;
rarely at the Comique, was back in Am:rica a lot, sol did

not try to see her, One day I met hor in the Bvd Raspail, and



since she was spending a bit ,ore time i® Puris, we made a
date for ue to come see her at the rue du Bac apt, one after-
noon, It was during that visit that (I believe I toll you)
I sensed that she was in great financial troubles, mol 0 uwuch
by what she said but by the unusual gravity of her compori. .
and the unmistakeable mood she was in, She showed methe litile
bust of Voltaire by Houdon (Which she tells about in the Bian-
colli biography) and asked me if I th ught she could get very
much for it, Later on before leaving I asked her point blank
"What she had done about her fabulous jswels if necding to
raise money?" GShe replied that she wa&nggiﬁgx%o the bank cne d
to place them in the vault, laid them on the seat and got out
forgetting them," I saids For God's sake did you not notifly
or go to the Prefectures.."! "NO. she repliesd, I didn't I just
decided they were gone and that was that"!! When I related tha.
to some mutual friends in Chi, they replied unhesitatabingly:
"Wonsense, she just 'hocked them to pay her gaubling debts and
living expenses"] Her destitution cawe out much more apparenil.
when she went shortly afterwards to Chi, and told some wealthy
Society women she knew there that she was dead broke, ‘hey ev
organized a bebefit convert at the Casino for her, I heard 7
some source I cannot now recall that in her usual profligat
way, she spent most of the sum realized by the conceri for -
solid gold baton for the Fnglish Chef d'Orchestre Ham lton e
ty. I don't know, can ot imagine why, and of courss it aay | .
been sheer gossip, I senaz from your latter that maybe y-ur &t
or Publishers are goading you to make the Bio. more ernticully

sensational,.?? That has been wha. they all wanted from Fary




to see her at the Drake., We three went into a
shadowy corner and she sat in middle, holding my
hand all the time, I wanted them to meet, since
“avlik always had such spectacular theatrical in=
ovative ideas and they were then talking in Chi,
of reviving the Opera, and in an interview with
one ot the columnists of the Herald I had said
that if Opera were revived on Chi. Mary Garder
should be engaged as Artistic Director. She was
thrilled by Pavlik and said as we parted: "Well, THI
THIS is PATEM{{ I attended her splendid ( but path-
etic classes at the Chi.Mus.College., and she wrote
me how glad she wa: that I came. Ganz asked me to
accompany hor in the Operas she was coaching with
all those clodhpppers she had to teach. I declined as
I had never had enough experience as a repetiteur
didn't know the Operas she was doing and felt it
would not be good enough for her marvellous efforte.
Then she went to N,Y,C., became involved as Talent
Judge in Hollywood, And finally went on to Scotland
where she was to undergo all those tragic events
that happen=d to her there. Finally, the end. Such
a great great genius. You should publish Jane Heap's
irticle thay printed in the Little Review, which
chanzed the stupid attitude New York Crities had ale






any tales aboﬁt French tenor lovers, etc etc, I am sure. Good luck with your

ATLLEN

1
*

wiys shown againast her )"No high notes, horrible
M™rench, Yo voice, Only ‘'Cabotine' in her acting,
a charlatan, four-flushing her way through Opecras,
ete ete.” Carl van Vechten bought I00 copies of

the L.le and got the critiecs together, read them

een what you quote

the article, after which they all fell all over them
elves to rave over her , and from that day she
was understood, had her publie, great success and

recognitions Jane's article you'll find in M, Ahers-

back to wwork and accomplishment

until I'v ¢ s

son's"Anth logy of the Little Review"

Now my dear Dick, I've strusggled through this
very prolix letter, for lary's sake and because
belisve you want to pay her a great and deserved

tribute. I don't th nk much herein can be of much

<
0

ilue to you, since as I said before: I never was

No quoting, from me,

really an intimate friend of hers, regrettavly.

I've had to type this for three days, since with

member :

my post-cataract operation eyes it is a struggle to

ﬁe

pe, and I become so tired if I must write long

letters. So, this is all I can do, to help, in my

Pl ease

small but good-willed way...and so I'll have to
say that I will not be able to write you anything

health and with the book. I hope I can get

sSo0on.

further about your Bio., But stress her goodness

her real warnth and kindness, and her sterling

1lities and that will astound peonle much uore tha
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