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ST. FRANCIS

(American Premiere)
Choreographic Legend in One Act and Five Scenes
by Paul HINDEMITH and Leonide MASSINE

Music by Paul HINDEMITH o

‘Choreography by Lestiide -MASSINE

7" Scenery and Costumes designed by Paul TCHELITCHEFF
e Cogtumes executed by ITra BELEINE -
Scenery executed by Raymond DESHAYS

FOREWORD

I must admit that when Leonide Massine
spoke to me for the first time of his pro-
ject for St. Francis, the idea seemed to
me worse than bold—it was even sacri-
ligious, this is because I had not realized
that the dance., as this great artist has
conceived of it. can express what is most
beautiful and sacred in this world; the
love of God taking possession of the soul
of a young man.

Blaise Pascal has written: 'l love pov-
erty because He, i.e., Our Lord, loved it.*
We must think that it is in Poverty and
through Poverty that St. Francis. that
prince among young men, atiained to
Christ. Hindemith and Massine could not
have presented the figure of the living
God upon the stage—nor that of the Man-
God, the Son of Man—but a young girl,
no more than a child, inspired by these
forces., incarnates for our eyes this ador-
able Poverty, with whom St. Francis be-
comes entirely infatuated.

No. I should never have believed that
this passion (which I have been able to
admire in many persons of youthful age):
this mad craving for the Poverty which
Christ loved, could have been realized
for us in music and in dance—and yet
this miracle has been accomplished. It is
that thing which St. Francis of Assisi, and,
likewise, Chesterton, have well under-
stood, the reconciling of nature and of
the spirit of mercy. The Hymn to his
brother Sun drives out the nymphs and
the fawns, sets free the demons of water,
of air, and of fire—so that the d it

distant lands. together with his inclina-
tion for brave deeds and adventures,
causes him to find new interests among
these people. His youthful pride even
causes him fo show himself lacking in
sympathy for the poor.

It is a brutal rebuff on the part of an
aged beggar that awakens in him that
love of poverty which is to to fill and
motivate his later life; repenting, he runs
after the beggar and gives him a share
of his riches. But his conversion is not
complete, and the urge for chivalry iri-
umphs over simplicity. Greatly impressed
by the imposing aspect and a sense of
power conveyed by a passing knight who
visits his father's house in order to re-
plenish his wardrobe, Francis decides to
become a soldier. Already seeing himself,
in his fertile imagination, as a famous
hero, he girds on weapons and goes oif
to war. But the severity of a soldier's life
and the cruelty of a warrior's existence
horrity him, and finding himself incapable
of participation he becomes desperate.

At this moment there appear to him
three allegorical women—the figurea of
Poverty, Chastity, and Obedience, who re-
veal to him that, instead of a warrior's
laurels, destiny has reserved for him a
life of quiet piety and self-sacrifice; and
that, apart from chastity and obedience.
his life will be devoted, in particular, to
poverty. This revelation iz made to him
in the midst of a splendid feast, to which
he is brought by his youthful friends. His

panions press him to sing again the

self, exercized from all base passions,
puts young and beautiful bodies, and
their leaping strength, at the service of

true love.
FRANCOIS MAURIAC.
de 1'Academie Francaise.
Malagar, 20th July, 1938.

Inspired by “‘The Little Flowers of St.
Francis,” this work translates the moving
medieval simplicities and mentality of its
strange world into the highly formalized
language of ballet. The music was espe-
ciglly compesed, in close collaboration
with the choreographer., by the distin-
guished Paul Hindemith, and the work
was first presented at the Drury Lane
Theatre, London, on July 21, 1938.

In his father’s house ot Assisi, young
Francis Bernardone gaily spends his days.
devoling his time to the pleasant pastimes
of the moment, surrounded by friends and
idlers. Even the little activity he exercizes
in his father's businesz gives him pleas-
ure, since j{ permits him to meet the buy-
ers who come from the four corners of
the earth; and his mind, turned towards

gay tunes., as he had done before: and
despite the fact that he does not show
himself to be the boon companion he had
been before he went off to the wars, they
proclaim him king of their revels. The
press on him the claims of love. To fall
in love would do him good, they think.
But what has earthly love to offer to one
who carries in his heart the heavenly
vision of Poverty? He gratefully remem-
bers the loveliness of her apparition, so
full of grace and gentleness; and to the
beggars who are wailing to receive the
remnants of the feast. the crumbs from
the table, Francis distributes dishes heap-
ed high with food, the goblets, even the
tablecloths. All of this greatly angers his
father, who regards it as a wanton squan-
dering of waluable possessions, and
threatens to beat him. But by now the
voung Francis has made his irrevocable
decision; he removes hi= rich apparel and
returns it to his father. By this significant
gesture he breaks forever the paternal
bond and also breaks with the life he had
hitherto lived. Barely covered with the
tattered rags of a beggar. he starts hia
journey towards solitude.

's



19004
22 PLD
osmsn&

ENTERTAINMENT
WOI!LD FAMOUS FOOD
Continuous, 7 till closing

[
HEIDELBERG OCTET
Robert Kessler, Winn Stracke

®
LOIS TSCHAPPAT
Winner Tribune Music Festival

[ ]
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YOUR MESSAGE
in the

CHICAGO STAGEBILL
reaches the desirable clientele
when they are free from domes-
tic distractions, at a time when
they have the opportunity and
the inclination to read of your
offerings. They really wel-
come your message in the In-
terval before the play and dur-
ing the intermissions.

Full Particulars Upon Request

CHICAGO STAGEBILL Official
Program of Chicago’s Leading
Legitimate Theaters Published
by FIEBERG PRINTING CO. 16!

W. Harrison St. ~ WABash 0161

FIVE MINUTES VIA CAB TO
1. H.IBELAND

World’s Greatest
ish House
832 N. Clark St

NATIONALLY FAMOUS
FOR
FISH - LOBSTERS - OYSTERS
and JUMBO FROG LEGS
®
Luncheons, Dinners and Suppers
Highest Quality Beverages
&
For Over 30 Years at

CLARK AND ONTARIO
DELAWARE 2020 OPEN ALL NIGHT

THEOASTh{orthemmtpaﬂmponllbll
for the success or fallure of the
The same is true of a hotel Wemvi!.l
you to witness and enjoy the smooth per-
formance of our own stellar cast.

Hotels
Windermere

56th Street at Jackson Park
ILLUSTRATED BOOEKLET UPON REQUEST




The| Secmstresges: Lo il b ol Mlles. KORSINSKA, FLOTAT

The Cocodettes..... ... Miles. POURMEL, SCARPOVA, CRABOVSKA,
MICHAILOVA

The | Dandiesi .l ]l ... MM. KATCHAROFF, TOUMINE, DICKSON.,
IRWIN, KLIMOFF

The | Owiet ofthe kel e El LRI S TS Simon SEMENOFF

Conductor: Efrem KURTZ
CAST SUBJECT TO CHANGES

Sponsored by UNIVERSAL ART, INC.
Julius FLEISCHMANN, President
Sergei DENHAM, Vice-President

Rene BLUM, Founder and Director Ballets de Monte Carlo
Artistic Director, Leonide MASSINE
Musical Director, Efrem KURTZ
Artistic Collaborator, Boris KOCHNO
Administrative Director, David LIBIDINS
Regisseur General, Jean YAZVINSKY
Maitres de Ballet, Leonide MASSINE
Associate Conductor, Anatol FISTOULARI

STAFF FOR S. HUROK
Maurice Winbers:)| |0 inlen, s izl e
Gerald Goode .....
Mae Frohman ...

i COmpany Manager
.........General Press Representative
cereniene EXecutive Secretary

C. V. Smith .... ierraeneen.. Carpenter
Carl Green ... Property Master
Jammes| Hempary e el o e b U e Electrician
Avguata Begand | el cnl e Snamn el S TR Wardrobe Mistress

The management strictly forbids the taking of any photographs or motion
pictures inside the theaire without written permission.

EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT: HUROK ATTRACTIONS INC.
30 ROCEEFELLER PLAZA, NEW YORK CITY

SOUVENIR PROGRAMS ON SALE IN THE LOBBY

ENJOY THE INTERMISSION and AFTER THE BALLET

AUDITORIUM DRUG STORE

Chicago's Internationally known Drug Store
Serving People from all over the world

Bettled Coca-Cola 5 cents Fresh Lemonads 5 cents
All 5 cent Candy Bars, Gum and Lifesavers 3 for 12 cents
Fresh Silex Coffee 5 cents — Variety of Sandwiches — Hot Chocolate 10 cents

DIRECT ENTRANCE THRU MAIN FLOOR LOBBY

RENT 5= BOOKS foororiter

OUR MESSENGERS DELIVER and CALL for books AT NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE
Phone FRAnkiin 3708 for Details of our Service—Mail Ordors Solicited
CHICAGO’S PUBLIC SERVICE LIBRARY,7 W. Mad on 5t.
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Of course it’s superlative—to get
this famous quality for $50—real
$65, $69.75 and $75 Rothmoor
guality—all interlined with pure
wool plus waist-deep zeroproof
chamois warmers.
Sizes for all—12 to 20—38 to 46—in
swaggers—box coats and fitted coats
5th floor

MAURICE L ROTHSCHILD

State at Jackson




SUNDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 25

L’EPREUVE D’AMOUR
or, Chung-Yang and the Mandarin
Ballet in One Act
Book by Andre DERAIN and Michel FOEKINE
Music by MOZART
Choreography by Michel FOKINE
Scenery and Costumes by Andre DERAIN
Scenery painted by Emile BERTIN
Costumes executed by Mme. KEARINSKY

When Leopold II came to the throne in
1790, @ great change took place in the
music favored by the Vienna Court and,
therefore, in Mozart's professional duties.
In the early months of 1791 he had to
provide more than forty dances of various
types for the Court balls. For the Car-
nival he provided an entertainment of the
pseudo-Chinese type then in vogue, for
which he composed an original score.
This was subsequently lost and has but
recently been discovered. at Graz, where
an  Unfinished Symphony’’ by Schubert
was also rediscovered. Keeping to the
original score. the Messrs. Andre Derain
and Michel Fokine have devised a ballet
in the same spirit of "“chinoiserie.”

The ballet was first produced at the
Theatre de Monte Carlo, April 4. 1936.

The scene is laid in China, as Mozart
would have it. A Mandarin is expressing
his_ bitt agai 1 it imal
and ts. all of wh PP hiz one
and only desire—to achieve wealth.

And having battled with the monkeys
and butterflies who have made his life
miserable, completely exasperated, he
beats the gentle youth who is in love
with his daughter, Chung-Yang; for the
Chung-Yang
Tha Lavar IS e,
Mandarin (Father of Chung-Yang)
ThatBattertlsy 0T L R
The Ambassador
His Two Friends........

.......... BobertIRWIN and Yura SKIBINE

Mandarin would marry her to a wealthy
Ambassador from the Western World.

The young lover, disguised as a dragon,
then drives the Ambassador away and,
with the help of his friends, who have
donned f i i/ teal treas-
ure of the Ambassador. to whom the Mem-
darin then refuses his daughter’s hand.
since he would not marry her to a poor
man.

The treasure is aiterwards returned to
the Ambassador, whereupon the Mandarin
again offers him the hand of Chung-Yang.
But the Ambassador, seeing clearly that
it is only his wealth and not his hand-
some person that is coveted., angrily de-
clines the honor.

So the lovers are once again united.
They are placed in a palanquin, lifted on
high, and borne to the place of marriage
in a gay wedding procession.

The Mandarin, left alone. bewails the
downfall of his plans. The return
to jeerr and even flutters
about him in derision for seeking so use-
less a commodity as wealth, until, roused
to anger, he flings his stick at the insect,
which promptly flies away—proving that
only one vice distinguishes man from ani-
mal, and that is cupidity.

i Alicia MARKOVA
..Frederic FRANELIN
oo Jean YAZVINSEKY
..Lubov ROUDENEO
.....Roland GUERARD

Friends of Chung-Yang... ... Mlles. CRABOVSKA, KORJINSEA, FLOTAT,
GRANTZEVA, POURMEL, LITVINOVA, SCARPOVA, MLADOVA

Monleenrs 1St S Mlles. HIGHTOWER, ETHERIDGE,
MM. DICKSON. KLIMOFF, IVANGIN, ORLOFF
Soldiars. 1l g Gl  Miles. LAURET, KELEPOVSKA, MELNITCHENKO,

Friends of the Lover ...

Servants.

RKLITZKA, ROSSON, WATT

v MM, ROSTENKO, PIOTROVSKY. OZOLIN,

TOUMINE, KOKITCH, FENCHEL

.......Mlls. MICHAILOVA, GELEZNOVA, SERGOVA, RADOVA

Conductor: Efrem EURTZ

INTERMISSION



| NEW YEAR'S EVE 505 cule erarmance
“BARBER OF SEVILLE”

KURENKO - PAGGI| - BENTONELL!I - CZAPLICKI

TREVISAN - RUISI and CAVADORE
I BOJANOWSKI, Conductor
*
Tickets $1.10 to $4.40 at Box Office and Marshall Field & Co.
| *

MIDNIGHT SUPPER will be served at $3.50 per person in the Opera Club
and will include DANCING in the Opera Foyer
NO COVER CHARGE DRESS OPTIONAL

I WORLD'S GREATEST TENOR Sun. JAN. 8
e Tickets Now on Sale $1.10 to $3.30 3:30 P. M.

CHOICE SEATS
for Hockey Games
and all Sporting Events

CHA'S. €COLE
Theatre Ticket Agency
Hotel Sherman
Phone Randolph 4644
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