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Wheatland  26 December 1850 
 
My dear Sir/ 
 
 I have received your kind letter informing me in advance that I would be invited to the 
dinner proposed to be given to Captain Mathews of the Steamer City of Glasgow on the 11th. of 
the next month.  It will be a great occasion & one worthy of the City of Philadelphia; but whether 
it will be in my power to attend is at present uncertain, 
 I rejoice to percieve that Philadelphia is about to make a serious effort to obtain her just 
share of the foreign commerce of the Country.  In this noble attempt she cannot fail to succeed, 
should she put forth all her energies.  This is all that is wanting to make her one of the first cities 
in the world.  Her distance from the coast is an objection which sinks into insignificance when 
we consider with what facility vessels can be towed up & down the river by Steam. 
 I rejoice that you are taking an active part in this praise worthy enterprise. 
 With sentiments of respect, I remain 
 

your friend 
James Buchanan 

 
John G. Brenner Esq  
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