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Washington 11 Jan: 1837 
 
My Dear Sir/ 
 
 The Devil’s to pay about some original Land Office papers which were referred to the 
Judiciary Committee last session & cannot be found.  On the 384th page of the Journal you will 
find that W. King of Alabama presented the memorial of Frederick Ravenies.  In order to support 
this claim it seems the Land Office sent to the Committee a number of original papers of 
importance.  Neither they nor the memorial have ever been returned to the Secretarys office.  I 
have had a search made in the room of the Committee for them; but in vain.  Do you know any 
thing of them?  Can it be possible they are in your possession? 
 I made a speech the other day in which I took occasion to speak of you as you deserved 
& as I thought.  It was reported published in the Globe of this morning. 
 It was impossible for me to vote for Dr. Naudain.  The reason must be obvious to you.  I 
sincerely regret that I was not able to comply with your request. 
 

Ever your friend 
James Buchanan 

 
John M. Clayton Esq 
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