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Wheatland, near Lancaster 
8 May 1862 
 
My dear Sir/ 
 
 I have received your favor of the 5 Instant & regret to say I cannot serve your friend in the 
manner you request.  It is true that in the course of my life I have received letters from most of 
the persons you enumerate.  Those of importance have been filed away & of course I should be 
unwilling to mutilate them; whilst others of a different character have been sent to friends as 
autographs or destroyed as useless.  I have not preserved envelopes. 
 The desire to obtain autographs  
 
[Page Break] 
 
seems to pervade the whole country.  Nearly the one half of the letters I receive are requests for 
autographs.  I often send my own; but it is some time since I have furnished those      any of other 
persons. 
 

Yours very respectfully 
James Buchanan 

 
Thomas A. Goodman Esq 
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