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Washington 19 January 1849 
 
My dear Sir/ 
 
 I have received your letter of the 19th. Instant & would most gladly serve your son in the 
manner which you indicate, if this were in my power.  The President has no power to appoint a 
Notary Public in California or to make any other civil appointment in that territory: & I very 
much fear that Congress will adjourn without establishing a territorial Government there.  For 
this we are indebted to the Wilmot proviso & the free soil agitation. 
 If the President possessed the power I should urge the appointment of Dr. Guier strongly 
as it would afford me peculiar pleasure to afford you some token of my regard before the close of 
the present administration. 
 

from your friend 
very respectfully, 
James Buchanan 

 
George Guier Esq 
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