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Lancaster  23 March 1839 
 
My dear Sir/ 
 
 Circumstances have recently occurred which make me desire to know something more of 
the early history of my father than I have done. Your father is the only gentleman I know who can 
furnish me this information which I know he will do cheerfully; and your son can act as his 
amanuensis. I would direct his attention to the following questions. 
 Were you acquainted with my father before he left Ireland; or did your acquaintance first 
commence when you embarked for this country? 
 From what port did you sail together, what was the name of the vessel & her captain in 
which you sailed, when did you sail from Ireland & in what port did you land in this country & at 
what time did you land? 
 How long after your arrival did you & my father continue together & where did he go 
when you separated? Was he not poor? 
 If you know any thing of my father's relations in Ireland  
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either from conversation with him or otherwise I would thank you to inform me of it. In general, 
I wish to be informed of any thing you know about him wc. would interest his family. 
 These questions are mere suggestions to assist the memory of your father. Let him 
recollect as much as he can at his leisure & furnish me the information. Please to remember me 
very kindly & respectfully to him and believe me to be 
 

sincerely your friend 
James Buchanan 

 
Robert Lawburton Esquire 
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