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Lancaster  18 October 1842 
 
My dear Sir/ 
 
 I have received yours of the 15th. Instant, & hasten to give it an answer. Our friends Read 
& Page are perfectly acquainted with my course of conduct since the present administration came 
into power. I have recommended no friend for office; although I have been appealed to in the 
most earnest manner by individuals whom I should most gladly have served. I have adopted this 
rule for reasons which yet appear to me to be conclusive; and however agreeable it would be to 
me to oblige you, I feel myself reluctantly compelled to act towards you as I have done to all 
other friends in similar circumstances. Of one thing, however, you may be well assured;- that my 
recommendation would be of but little service to you. 
  

from your friend 
James Buchanan 

 
P. G. Washington Esq 
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