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defeat suffered by England----as a resu lt of

’William :
Pl'T'T''

a fter  tke slaiue.

Well
HA.

the f a l l  of Yorktown and the 

surrender of Cornwallis--- 

brought independence to the 
can Colonies. Also i t  help­

ed England to save her constitution­
al monarchy. Cabinets rose and f e l l  
at the w ill,n o t  of the King,but of the 
majority in the House of Commons.

Under William P itt the Elder(Lord 
Chatham)the Empire had reached it s  
highest point of achievement at the 
end of the Seven !rears War. At 
the end of the second seven years 
of war,William P itt the YTounger 
declared that “ the sun of Eng­
land's glory is  se t" . I f  this was 
the b e lie f in B rita in ,it  was s t i l l  
more generally held on the continent 
of Europe. The island kingdom seemed 
to have become a state of the second 
rank.

Yet the decline that was looked 
fo r  did not come, Says the
historian  Howard Robinson,,ftthe damaged in ter­

national prestige of Britain was soon repaired*’ . And much of this 
recovery was due to the able statesmanship and genius of the younger 
Pitt,who revealed,at the age of twenty-one, the fu l l  stature of his 

great father. On the f a l l  of the Pox-North Ministry(which the King 
actively  helped to create) ,Young P itt became head of the revived Tory



Irf ^

party. He had strongly opposed the King's personal government and 

American P ^ icy^ B u t he was ready to make an alliance on his own

terms with the Grown. George III  
(since he could no longer rule 
in person)greatly preferred 
P itt to the Whigs.

Molded from boyhood by his 
father,W illiam P itt made so b r i l ­
lian t a start in the House that 
the highest appointments were at 
once within his reach, "in  spite 
of his youth,he was a prodigy 

of dignity and prudence,*’ says 
Maurois. So much so that even the King f e l t , in  defiance of the
Whigs,to make the young statesman Prime Minister at the age o f 
twenty-four.

e f i r s t  ten years of P it t 's  
Ministry was one of peace and 

ction . He reconstituted the 
finances of England. The national debt 
which had doubled in the American War, 
stood at nearly 4=250,000,000. As a boy 

at Pembroke,Cambridge,Pitt had sat long 
hours reading Adam Smith's “Wealth of 
Nations** when i t  f i r s t  appeared. Now 
he was ready to put the new doctrines 
into practice at the Treasury. Like 

his fa th er ,P itt was at home among the 

Aldermen at the Guildhall,and the City

cK cT fiX M Y m s/ftjcl



he personal relations 
between P itt and 

George III  are instructive . On 
both sides there was dignity.
In the King was a growing con­

fidence fo r  the Prime 
Minister that deepened into genuine 

admiration. P itt had his fa th er ’ s 
reverence for the Monarchy,but the 

King never penetrated the Olympian reserve 

of his Prime M inister.
The weakness and strength of P it t ’ s administration became evident 
as the issues of Ireland and India,and the pressing problems of Par­
liamentary Reform came up fo r  consideration. P itt was desirous o f 
Parliamentary reform and Commercial Freedom io r  Ireland. He sharply 
denounced the British system of ,Jscruel and abominable restraint” . But 

in the face of strong opposition from British merchants,he gave way.

In 1784,he presented his India B ill to remedy the situation in that 
country. It  w ill  be remembered that when Clive won a v ictory  in India,

G eorge-
EL

S K C T IH E D  A T  
W I N D S O R
spring 
X>E«S JPY 
R.DIGHTOII

h /
trusted and loved the son as i t  

had trusted and loved the father. 

The resu lt of P it t ’ s 'V at-catch- 

ing” examination of the govern­
mental finance was rea lly  magic­
a l. The d e fic its  were met. The 
floa tin g  debt was consolidated.
By 1786,the Government was able 
to lay aside a m illion  pounds a 
year in a sinking fund.
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i v e a l t h

East India Company was again in possession of the trading posts and

v-

‘^ ’Concessions at Bombay,at Madras,and in the lower valley of the Ganges, 
&c ' As a resu lt of C live 's  rout of Plassey,the immensely populous and rich  

d is t r ic t  of Bengal became a free f ie ld  fo r  exploitation  by the Company
and its  individual servants. Clive and his follow ers set the example 

of reaping immense financia l rewards a fter Plaesey. Too frequently the 

o f f i c ia ls  of the Company returned a fter a few years in India,nladen



£3Ĝ’

with odium and riches'1 to act as nabobs at home I
fjjl^he return of Su-lî cvn_^

4
soreJ,

mostr-frouJ-er'tic.L 
So i/c.
wl £ou.fi/l-. 

e-'rŷ.

Warren Hastings, 
the f i r s t  Gove 
General of India, 
to England in "hon­
orable poverty" 
in 1785,marked 
the end o f a 

notable period,
probably the most c r i t ic a l , in  the 
history of British India. The 

l aggressive policy  of Hastings in 
|India was looked upon with sus­

p icion . Burke, Fox,and Sheridan 
re the ch ief figures in the attack 

astings*who was brought to t r ia l - - -  
a tr ia l that dragged on for  145 days in 
the seven years between 1788 and 1795--- 

and was ultimately acquitted. The 
tr ia l, of Has tings, however, marked 
the gj^wings. interest in Indian 
affair**and the Governor-General­
ship o f ’ Cornwallis that followed 
saw the beginning o f defin ite attempts 
to improve the" conditions in Bengal.

Sopn a fter,both  inside and outside Parliament,the cry was raised fo r  

better representation in the House of Commons. The existing system was 
antiquated and absurd: each county sent two members to Parliament,what­
ever its  population. For many years,only prosperous owners of land

W a r r e  h .
H a s t ih g s ,
F i r s r  G o v e r n o r  G e n e r a l  o f  
I n d i a .
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r o m . cxn-

could vote at e lection s . The boroughs also sent two members each----
as in Tudor times! Prom many of these boroughs a ll  trade,riches and 
importance had departed,and some boroughs hardly had any inhabitants 
at a l l .  Side by side with these 'Mead*1 boroughs were the great c it ie s ,

grown and growing up,with no represen­

tatives in Parliament.
In A p r il ,1785,William P itt  in tro­

duced a Parliamentary Reform B ill,p ro ­
posing the disfranchisement of many 
boroughs,and the increase of the county



constituencies. 
But P

itt received very little support,and the 

m
atter was dropped. 

H
ow

ever,ow
ing to the personal ascendency of 

the Prim
e M

inister,the Tory party becam
e for a w

hile an instrum
ent 

of progress,, 
In 1788,P

itt urged the abolition of the Slave Trade, 
and in this he was supported by Burke,Fox,and W

illiam
 W

ilberforee. 
The historian Lecky observes that P

itt's speech on the abolition of 
the slave traffic “was perhaps the greatest he ever delivered.

n connection w
ith the m

ovem
ent to abolish the 

slave trade in 
the B

ritish em
pire,the name 

of W
ilberforee heads the list.

Like P
itt,W

ilberforee entered Par­
liam

ent as a young man just out of 
college. 

The two men becam
e in

ti­
m

ate friends. As an influential 
adviser of many of the 
leading statesm

en,and 
as an enthusiastic 
and untiring advo­
cate of the free­
ing of the N

egro 
slave,W

ilberforee 
becam

e fam
ous in 

every country• He
t

YrLLlAM
’H

/iLBERT’ORCET, M
.p.

'urft.o 
sjaecvd j-artj yea.rS 

jpw.(/lCc 
tij-e. 

I a- 
Irle. ca-U-.se- oJ~ tke-

£ H/ua-Vv. cijialtCo'VL
was a philanthropist of 

^
 

(M
ê

ro sla-V̂

unquestionable sin
cerity. H

is “P
ractical

View** is certainly the best synopsis of the religious condition of 
E

nglish society at the 
close of the century. 

Just before he died, 
in 1833,the iniquitous trade in A

frican slaves was outlaw
ed through­

out the B
ritish Em

pire.



A G R IC U l.'T U & E that were modifying 

the working con­

ditions in 
town and country. 
Only as we under­
stand the changes 

in agricu l-

£23/a /

ture and industry, says my friend Howard 
Robinson,can we appreciate the 

strength o f Britain in the 
years that follow ed.

After the devastating 
of the American Revolution,
England(as we have already 
observed)faced ruin and 
d isaster. However,a care­
fu l remedial policy  carried

a n ^ T m p ro v er  o f  A a v ic u ltu r c L l cabbie.
i c r  « Tie* m -olc cl ruxrtae. clvlcL a_

G, -HrtvCct ™  o n e F a r n ^ r ^ m .a .n - ,  o r  
T n ^AXard- a l r l r Q - l .n - e 5 i r b e f o r e  t u r n . .

out by the astute William P itt enabled England to meet the c r is is  
in a vigorous fashion. Actually,by the transformation of the con­

ditions under which industry was carried 
on in town and country,the nation was 
saved. The remaking of agricultural 
and industrial methods brought a new 
Britain into existence. And of necess­
ity  i t  brought a new system of roads 
and canals. Among the patriots who im­
proved conditions in agriculture were 
Jethro Tull,who invented a horse-hoe; 
and Bakewell,who by stock-breeding ex­
periments produced better sheep and cattle

2 2 ? C
T u l L

Ln-clc

l

p\/-e r

.



>er t T ow le  r*s
KORTiED 
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One oj-
Bj\k  e w e l l ’s

s Re<?p

his three-thousand acres o f poor land by 
marling(that is ,b y  fe r t i l iz in g ) ,b y  the 
use of turnips and clover,and by the 
adequate stocking of his farms. He 
yearly, had a convention of agricultur­
is ts  at h is farm in sheepshearing 
time fo r  the exchange of ideas. He 
offered  prizes fo r  agricultural im­
provements, and even had classes fo r  

teaching farming. It is  interesting

se pioneers gave an" 

impulse to farming such 

as i t  had never before 
received. It became the 
fashionable thing fo r  
the English nobleman to 
develop his .f ie ld s --- ju s t  
at the time when the French 

noble was deserting his 
lands to become a court­
ie r . Lord Rockingham and 
the Duke of Bedford(both 

very prominent as p o li ­
ticians) be came well-known 

as gentlemen farmers.
Nor should we forget to 
mention Thomas Coke of 
Holkham in Norfolk,who
set to work improving

n

J e tth -r o  T x r L L 'S  \a/he:a t  I ) ru- L

im.|>lenaeiaJrsowiVtcj' Seeds in.
the requ-ustte. cju-anicti ouoxL dejatEJ,



to know that even Edmund Burke considered becoming a farmer in 

good earnest. He experimented with new seeds and wrote to experts 

on the ^merits of carrots in fattening porkers1*.

R o b e r t
AN D

H A R L .E S

)LUMG 
wCo
im|3rov'ed- 

tlxe.
Strains

X

1 leading public­
is t  fo r  the new 
agriculture was 

Arthur Young,who, though not 
a great success as a farmer 
himself,was indefatigable as

E nglish an observer,experimenter,and 
w riter. His **The Parmer's

Cheep
Letters to the People of
England1*,published in 1767, 
was widely read. Later 
followed his ttA Six Weeks' 
Tour in the Southern Count­
ies n »A Six Months' Tour
Through the North o f Eng- 
land,,f, and ’*The Parmer * s 

Tour Through the East o f England11, ^  which a careful study o f con­
ditions throughout the country was made known to the nation as a 
whole. The climax of Young's work was the establishment ih 1793 o f 

the Board of Agriculture.
The new ideas in agri­

culture naturally came into 

co n flic t  with the old open- 
f ie ld  system. The reformers 

quite naturally favored en­
closures, and over a thousand

A rthur



<P if.,

enclosure acts were passed 
before 1800.

In consequence of the 
closure Acts,a v illa g e r 's  

rights to pasturage on the 
common(for geese and one or 
more cows)were transferred 
into land values. The country 
became more and more a land
of hedges. The v illa g e  l i f e  
was broken up. Many of the 

uckless holders of small 
sold their acre or less , 
ne either driven from the 

or compelled to stay as 
aborers on the verge o f poverty, 

of the " lo v e lie s t  v illa g es  

ay.cc.r- of the plain" became i l lu s -
Cra.L)nS borough

trations of Goldsmith's well-known lament. The dispossessed in­
habitants emigrated to the manufacturing centers,or over the sea, 
or became a burden on the community. The problem of the poor was

L a n d  P u r v e y greatly aggravated.

Those who emigrated to the 
manufacturing centers,became 
aware of momentous changes 
brought about by new invent­
ions, and by the use of steam 

fo r  power. In 1738,John Kay 

of Bury invented the fly. shut-



'J^icfiixrcL - t ie  by which the productivity of
A r  k w rc .a fk .t~ orr> . c  o< the hand weaver was doubled. InIre stow-, <x t'vuxn>

n«jar $ the sixties,James Hargreaves of

ob ê.rK'a.aon. Blackburn invented a spinning machine

which produced eight threads 
simultaneously by the turning 
of one wheel. Soon these 

jennies" were carrying twenty 
spindles. The next step in 
the making of cloth  came at the 

end of the next decade.
Richard Arkwright of Bolton pat­
ented a "water frame" in 1769 

which spun yarn by r o lle r s . The yarn 
was harder and firmer than that 
made on the Jenny,and could be 

used as warp. But as Arkwright’ s machines were heavy and not adapt­
able fo r  domestic use,water power was employed to run them.

In 1779,the f in a l step was taken in the improvement of spinning. 

Samuel Crompton (a lso  of Bolton) succeed­
ed in improving on both the previous in ­
ventions by combining the principles of 
the two former spinning machines. Crompt­
on's "mule" was able to produce yarn fine 
enough fo r  making ca licoes and muslins.
Henceforth pure cotton could be made in 
Lancashire. By the end of the century, 
a single"mule" worked with over three- 

hundred spindles.
Simultaneously with the expansion of



fcjfc?- ^si#®****-*

the tex tile  trades there was a stimulation o f the mining indus 
of the manufacture of iron and steel,

Wherever coal and iron were found to ­
gether (especia lly  in Staffordshire 
in western Yorkshire,and in Soutl 
Wales)iron works began to appear 
short, the *Black Country1* came into 
being. About the middle of the cen' 
tury,Benjamin Huntsman of Sheffield, 
invented the process of casting steel 
and the country began to export(rather than import)iron an
great quantities. By the end of the century the smelting furnaces 
in England had nearly doubled,and the production of iron had more 

than quadrupled.
When i t  was found that English coal could be used fo r  other pur­

poses than on the domestic hearth,coal mining received a tremendous



.m a p  o r
English 

1 Poficet-AiK 
I Fa c t o r i e s

Mb VER Pool qSwi ÂV̂j f  RockiV
Ljpor-t. Vf' •Pl'ixxtc
ru.ruirL'N • Derby  
Stoke® > ,

Lowe $ bof |

Lambeth

impetus. The number of 

c o ll ie r ie s  in western 
Yorkshire,Derbyshire, and 
Staffordshire increased 

within a short time.

-S Cr~ n consequence, too , 
northern Staffordshire 

m  -the d is tr ic t  known
as the !lPotteries1*----became the^b

center of an even larger number 
of kilns,whence work of the high­

est a r t is t ic  value went to a ll  

the chief countries o f 
Europe.
The Eighteenth

AA 
H inton

century opened with a fashionable 
passion fo r  Ghinaware. Addison,it 
w il l  be remembere d, gave thi s fa ct  
some advertisment in his de script* 
ion of a lad y 's  Boudoir. The

fashion in-

STA FFOROSHIRE
anarks

B o w  W are _ DisPv. cm<r 'Teo.-^ot



;row

ing popularity of te—jwSU
drinking

of fine china made in Turee/
3{aB£i\

England,in imitation -------- -—
of the Oriental,were expensive 
Chelsea potteries were producing porcelains 
on the foreign rococo model su ffic ien tly  good 
to he in competition with the products of

^̂7~QXU b £ TT~t>
-  r € ^ y : - Ch e l s e a By 1750,the

.e is  sen and Sevres

StatuetteX.
it^hiscuil
°f  George.
Jill 6

am

^5-^eU -  TTLOulcleJ D is A -?
e y o ti c h i r i s



Z.oweS’trO'ft JLa.d ik> 
e.rs u.nz.xa.c
rrn'oLd.le~ c la s s ' p c

S T A T U E T T E S  
MAftKCO '"T‘

CHELSEA VASE" en
cru.stre.cL la i t k .  g a r l  of- -ftouierf

|uhe Derby 
potteries , 
founded, by 
iillia m  Dues-

E'STOif£Z n % ( j m-Tnw*'?
(the most

cE)lu.e. - and-Ta!(Lc te. Infc^ol.
remarkable of 
the porcelain 

manufacturers of the century)were 
combined with the potteries at Bow. 
Soon the English potteries were 
advertising wares tsnot im erior  

in beauty and fineness to the wares
from the East1*----and at cheaper cost.

Worcester-ware tea-pots and other 
objects for  the table,were d is­
covered to be as durable as the 

very best Chinese 

ware.

U T n E  I^VSIC lESSOK ”
ccd.ixjiteA.J^roy’n.J^j^^T-e.aliXe^ le-corx.✓  

BoirCHJSR. CA.clseA,//6s-.



etter known than any of the great

English porcelain

Wedge wood, the king o f English 
potters. The Wedgewood family 
had been connected with the BurslemJ

J o S I A H  W e D G E W O O D S  _ _ _____
JirsbTea-po^fo-eseruei ancj Staffordshire pottery industry before Josiah 's 

<xt E tru-ria.
_____ _____ _— bi r th in 1730. A ll his life ,th ere fore ,h e  was in -

teres ted in perfecting his cra ft . Ke was a man 
wimp ( of remarkable energy and shrewdness in busi-

ness. Having had no education,he, never-
' I  m  \/ l i  : \ \ theless appreciated art,and applied himself

He cultivated his o\m

taste by study,and watched the varying 
moods of popular taste. In time he was

mood of h is con
temperarie s . In

1768,he took
ewoodL
n <Jest<̂ n.ei

ner Thomas
Bentley of Liver- ----------~
pool,a highly-educated man whose sound
ness of taste added not a l i t t l e  to the
excellenee of the Wedgewood ware. In

the next year,7/edgewood and Bentley 
opened larger works near Henley,to

which was given the name “ Etruria1*. Here their most celebrated pottery 
was produced. A species of earthenware for the table was perfected

r earn-datorBa sket-Dt



DESIGNED
BY\ FLAYMflN

P la  au-e^ tl&sCgn,e<L 
^ U r  Lad.ij Dca.i'i-a. 0 eau-C lerk.

m t

RKS n e a r  3 u r s l e m ; 
ivKere 'WfOCWoo'd made-* 
fu s be st p o ttery -

*Jbs TAH 
W ed  (j  Woo'd

i W lo Conv'erte.S'a. I
inc <tkS C4.era.Z-Z&s 'nn-a.n.u-- 
fa -z to r^  into a n  e .ltgo .n t' { 

an A a.H. i rr\j>orta.nt~ 
na.tcorm.1 commerce_____________ __ J

---- covered with rich  and b r i l l ­
iant glaze and11 capable of bearing 
sudden alterations of heat and 
cold*1,and of being manufactured 

quickly and cheaply • From this 
time on ,then ,articles for the 
dinner-table and tea-table were 

made in great quantities,as 
well fo r  exportation as fo r  
home consumption.

All the best a rtists  of the 
day worked fo r  Wedgewood,at 
Etruria,and under Bentley's 
supervision at Chelsea. The 
young sculptor,John Flaxman,who 
had been brought up on the c lassics  
made numerous designs from an- 

,:1 cient mythology fo r  Wedgewood's 
I cameo ware. On the next page 

we shall endeavor to reproduce 

some of these exquisite designsa

J
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Flaxman's native talent was

Wedgewood,for whose pottery
the sculptor made wax models
taken from cla ss ica l fr iezes
In time some of the most charm'
ing examples o f the scu lptor's 
art in a ll  ages became fam iliar

in nearly every English home

The life-w ork of Josiah Wedgewood is  well 
described upon his monument,which was designed by

A b a c c h a n a l i a n  
S a c r i p i  c e

0 LUE AND WHITE" "PLAQUE"

Plaxman,and is  erected in Stoke-on-Trent Church: “Who converted a rude

and inconsiderable manufactory into an elegant Art,and an important



in

vice
qua
of

and

tSjJZL-jLat0*w ft .a#̂ .Ĉ mp*W***
part of national 

commerce*1.

11 the 

porcelain 
aciories 

England made 
beside table ser- 

o f the fin est
ity ----.a variety
ases and jugs 
figurines 6

S imple- simoiv
T h e  S n u f f  "T a k e r  The Chelsea potter­

ies were especia lly  famous for  their figu rin es(in
\im itation of the Sevres and Dresden products). The 

charm o f these porcelain figures 
lie s  in the fa ct that 
their whole convention 
is as far removed from 
rea lity  as possible.
They go their frivolous 
ways dressed in clothes 

of the most enchanting 
colors,trimmed for  good

T h e :  J o h n  B u l l . J ug

, measure with ru ffle s
HEARTY CoaoFellow
of porcelain lace . They stand against 
a background of flowering shrubs,with 

lambs and doves fo r  pets.
On the chimney-piece of the Eighteenth century cottage,or on the 

top corner o f a cupboard,possibly a lon e ,it  was usual to have a Toby 

jug. The quaint humorous f ig u re : carried its  message of humor and good



fellow ship. In many an out-of-the-way cottage or inn,the Toby jug 

occupied an important place by the f ir e s id e . The gleam from the 
f ir e lig h t  shone on Toby's coat and sprinkled his face with spots o f 
white. The kind,good natured face of Toby,the RamaHie wig in pipes,

the coat with pockets cut low in the skirts,and the
hat with the large cockade----never fa ile d  to convey
a hearty welcome,and arouse a chuckle among English 
fo lk  of the countryside.

The lack of space does not permit us to re fer  to 
the numerous other products of the age---- the glas

ware and 
the s ilv er 
ware pro­
duced in 
such e le - 
gant styleJ  
by master- 
craftsmen.

^ A a o le  PAW NBROKER anT  
4 ^  *5 IL  VE R ^E TITK  ,

LZ> /Q to ck ^ i £ yhc* de.

-\\— \r

Uijf M cn g

a ll  made in England. It  would take pages of descriptions and drawings



£ ± f .
/  g-J'/

to do adequate justice to the manufacturers and the inventors and 

workers who contributed to the prosperity and advancement o f the 
so-ca lled  “ industrial revolution1*.

In the long l i s t  of eminent 
contributors,a place of honor 
must be assigned to James Watt, 
whose invention transformed the 
atmospheric machine of Newcomen 
and others into the steam engine, 
in 1765. Not until the eighties 
did Watt further improve his mach­

ine by making i t  usable,not Jamie 
only for pump- W a t t  
ing,but fo r  
driving a wheel

and thus turning machinery. Its appli­
cation soon became far-reaching. It  gave 
a new power to man,more fundamental to 
the next century and a half than any yet 
discovered . Human a ctiv ity  was accelerated 

along every avenue of industrial and 
commercial advance.

We shall return to Watt's 
invention with the use o f steam in 
trains and ships.

efore we quit the English scene 
in the early days of the Commercial and 

Industrial change and advancement,we would like to make passing re fe r ­
ence to an a r t is t  who is often associated with the landscapes and country



of this early period. Thorns Gainsborough was indeed'Hhe creator o f 
the native English school of landscape*. He drew his inspiration from 
the English countryside,which he had known,cherished and understood

since childhood. He loved 
to depict the typical 
cloudy skies of England, 
and the unbroken undu­
lating country with the 
freshness of recent 
ra in . His rustics are 
real rustics,and not 
young ladies and gentle­
men of quality masquerad­

ing in yokel's  fancy dress



portraits include those of William P itt the Younger,Mrs.Siddons,and a

host of interesting Eighteenth century Englishmen. His “ Blue Boy“ was 
painted to show Sir Joshua Reynolds that a beautiful picture could be
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painted with the central mass of co lor almost a 
monotone of v iv id  royal blue. Gainsborough had a rare 

fa c i l i t y  of hand. He was inventive, ingenious and even 
im aginative,---- with a mixture of sincerity and

is  very winning.
^She portra its o f Queen

Charlotte Sophia(wife

, o f George III,and o f 
L = n Sthe Royal Princesses,and o f the 

Prime M inister,William P itt—- 

which we have attempted to re ­

produce on this page,and the

ce that
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our feeble

manner----w ill take

us back to the 
subject o f the 
Court,and to the 
p o lit ic a l  scene# 
Gainsborough is 
reported to have 
painted seventeen 
'^'wonderful heads11 
of the children of 
George III and 
Queen Charlotte.
They are regard­
ed to be ,,!the 
happiest monuments 
o f the art-patron- 

age o f the a rt- 
loving monarch1*.

ow we shall 
turn to 
ica l scene. 

In 1789,the Revo­
lution in Prance

was beginning to take shape and gather fo rce . (The Revolution was a 
long time preparing for  the moment to s tr ik e ). The ferment of Revolution-

Uzalei’̂
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ideas against the seemingly solid  despotism of the French throne 

profoundly influenced thinking and action in England.

As we have seen,the French State,under Louis XIV, 
to a strong centralized monarchy. Its 

pretensions to control the course 
o f European a ffa irs  was sharply 

challenged in the War of Span­
ish Succession. D issatisfied  
thinkers sprang up to c r i t i ­
cize the social and p o lit ic a l  system."- During 

the long reign of Louis XV,who had a ll  
his grandfather’ s v ices and none of his 

qualities of statesmanship,France was 

miserably misgoverned and overtaxed. 
There was no justice  fo r  the poor. No 

freedom of speech fo r  anybody. And,in this 
atmosphere,a vigorous literature of revolt 

came into being.
Montesquieu wrote 
a series of '*Lettres 
Persanes” ,w ittily  
describing the cor­
ruption of French 
life ,an d  making 
serious suggestions 

for  a more s a t is fa c t^  
ory government.

S i m i l a r l y ,Voltaire wrote some sa tir ica l verses, 

which landed him in the B astille . Later,in 1726,he v is ited  England,and 

met the Walpoles,Bolingbroke,Congreve,Pope,and others. He was immensely



es.7
impressed with the freedom of thought in 
England,and with the respect paid to men 
of letters® He stayed in England three 

years. According to Lord Morley,Voltaire 
le f t  Prance a poet,and returned to i t  a 

sage. His English letters,published 
soon a fter his return to Paris, 
contained incidental criticism s 
of the established order in 
Prance. "V oltaire was a stu­
pendous power1*, says Mor ley ,
ti Vgltvmrei—*• •• he saw many new things,after r

tto ih . ft

which the sp ir its  of others ^  H u b e rGe^lv
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were unconsciously groping and dumbly yearning." His supreme power 
of ra ille ry  gained for him the name of the Great Mocker. Like Dean

Swift,he mocked and ra iled  against priensts, 
and kings and tyrants and oppressors.

he whole s p ir it  of revolt against 
misgovernment and superstition , 

thus started by Voltaire,found expression 
in the pages of the French "Encyclopaedia**, 
a great enterprise which owed its  publi- 
cation(in  1751)to Denis Diderot,a man of 
considerable literary  a ctiv ity .

A few years later,Rousseau published his 
famous "Social Contract",in which,follow­
ing in the footsteps of John Locke,the

French reformer insisted that the two most valuable things in l i f e  are

Liberty and Equality. The opening words of the "Socia l Contract" sent



"'such a th r ill  through the generations to which 
they were uttered in two continents'1 that they 
served as another declaration of the inde­
pendence of Mankind! “'Man is  born fre e " ,d e ­
clared Rousseau, "and everywhere he is in 
chains'*. A ll government should be based on 
the consent of the governed. The people—  
and not the King---are the sovereign;and the 

carried out by the executive authority chosen 
by the people. In 1789,the Estates General of Prance,took action.

a-ncl tfie Have - TToTs

w ill of the people must be
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eighty-nine**, a Declara­
tion of Rights,issued by

e Estates General, formed the basis fo r  a constitution 
lim iting the power of the French monarchy. In the mean­
time, however, violence had naturally broken out. The 
B astille was stormed in July,and in October the King 
was forced to transfer his court from V ersailles to 
Paris. Louis XVI and his Queen 
Marie Antoinette, accepted 

their lo t  unwill 
In 1791,they even 
attempted to escape,

In the'- $ext year,
Republicanism arose as 

•radical solution of the French di
'-0̂1 /V>

the



here is  some reason to believe 
that the impulses to reform 

the p o lit ic a l and socia l situation in 
Prance were drawn by Voltaire and 
Montesquieu (who made important 
sojourns in England)— -at' least 

oartly from English sources. The 

English philosopher,John Locke, was 
ch read by French thinkers of the 
Eighteenth century. The British 

and American constitutions were 
of no l i t t l e  value to French pat­

r io ts  bent on reform. The English 
s c ie n t is t , observing the work of the 

French Assembly, declared that "the time is

J A /flf
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approaching when an end w ill be put to fa lw yueur 
a l l  usurpation in things c iv i l  or re ­
lig iou s , f i r s t  in Europe,and then in 
other countries'*. When Fox, the Whig 
leader,heard of the f a l l  of the Bas­
t i l le ,h e  shouted;wHow much the great­
est event i t  is  that ever happened in 
the world, and how much the best I”

But the upper classes in England 
were not so sure of the Revolutionary

s p ir it  in France. Fox's Whig colleague,Edmund B^keTdls^usted from 
the f i r s t  the worth of the Revolution. He feared that the "o ld  Paris­
ian fe ro c ity  would tend to separate ju stice  from freedom and wreck the 
ship of state . Burke was embittered by the rough way in which the 

French royal family was treated by the Paris mob. In his famous

| l  SastcUe^ j
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MtRef lection s on the French Revolution,nBurke expressed the fear that
the settlement of 1688 seemed endangered by the events in France. The
pamphlet did much to clear the a ir in England 
It  brought forth  numerous and able rep lie s . 
Thomas Paine published **The Rights of Man1* 
fo r  the working classes and the radicals-*-- 
to whom Burke referred as the ^swinish multi­
tude” . (Over too hundred thousand copies o f 
**The Rights of Man” were so ld .)

It  seemed evident that,in  its  earlier 
stages,the French Revolution was not under­
stood by the average Englishman. He did not 
anticipate it s  violence,says Andre Maurois, 

because he ,,fknew l i t t l e  or nothing of its  
nature and causes. The fee lin g  of the B rit­

ish Government was for  ^ str ic t  neutrality” ----
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at least u n til the invasion o f the Tuileries and the suspension of the 
French King, Then,when the French Government became in rea lity  a Re­
public, and when the French Convention went to the extreme of executing 
Louis XVI(January 1793),the easy attitude among Englishmen gave way to 
much concern fo r  the safety of England, The execution of the French 
King did much to crysta lize anti-French opinion in Great Britain. The 
French ambassador Chauvelin was ordered to leave England. Throughout 
England,there was a ca ll fo r  war with France. The French Republic,on 

Chauvelin's return to Paris,declared war on Britain and Holland!Febru­
ary 1,1793). William P itt was thus "‘swept o f f  his fe e t” !
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A national Coalition government took shape around P itt ,to  combat ' 
the m ilitant sp ir it  of the French Revolution, There was quick re ­

action . P itt solaced himself with the idea that(for reasons of f in ­
ance, at least)the Campaign would be b r ie f.

But P itt proved a poor prophet. Instead of a few 
months of war,there were to be twenty years and 
more of wasteful co n flic t !

As the Revolution in France progressed,scenes 
of the utmost horror and cruel­
ty took place. One man after another 
sprang up 
to take the 

lead. Among these was 

the b r il l ia n t  Danton,whose 
eloquence made the a ir tremble 
**It is  time1*,he shouted,
11 to le t  the people know 
that the whole nati 
must f a l l  upon its  
enemies.Collect a ll  
the men f i t  to carry 
arm s...the only way to 
wage war is  to wage i t  
with enthusiasm**. Later 
he was convicted on a 

spurious charge,and was 
guillotined;and his 

enemy(another revolu­

tion is t  ) ,Robespierre,took 
the leadership— -only to meet the

t i ) 5 r
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same fate as Danton and thousands 
of other French revolu tion ists. After 
the death of the King of France,the 
multitudes of innocent and other 
citizen s sent to the Guillotine 
during the horrible and savage 
tfeReign of Terror** revealed a wild 
confusion throughout the unhappy 

land.
As one of a Coalition(which 

included Prussia,Austria,Spain and 

Piedmont),Britain set out to oppose 
French revolutionary ideas as they 

spread beyond France. But the 
m ilitary preparations of P itt were 

tota lly  inadequate to be of any

service to the coa lition
Problems of the greatest d i f f i ­

culty and complexity confronted 

P itt and his party at home and 
abroad. The ground seemed to be 
crumbling under their fe e t ! A 
British force,under the Duke o f 
York(the King's son),along with 
the other a llied  forces,was driven 
out of the Netherlands and Belgium. 
The expedition despatched to aid the 

French roya lists  in Britta^ny,met 

with similar disaster and ruin.

(oCê v



During these years,there were no e f f ic ie n t  m ilitary leaders in 
B ritain . The Scottish  Dundas(who was Secretary of War)only added, 
to the incompetency of the Duke of York and lesser known m ilitary

men.
the B ritish  Navy played «. more important part than the Army 
under the Duke of York. But even the navy was in a pretty 

bad^^^X^at the beginning of the war. British seamen in the past few 
years were not w illin g  to serve in the Navy,because of the horrible 
system o f “ impressment of men” ,the low wages,and the severity of 
naval d isc ip lin e . Concerning these matters we learn much from the 
n ovelist Smollett,who served in the Royal Navy as a surgeon. Smollett 
wrote accurately and well about the crude characters and cruder con­
ditions in the service . Another valuable source of information is 

Captain Edward Thompson who kept a Journal,.and corresponded with his 

friends and re la tiv es . Writing to a young relative about to enter



the Navy, Thompson observed:

t once you resign a good table(at home) fo r  no table(in  
the serv ice ), and «. good bed fo r  your length and breadth ... 
You must get up every four hours,for they never forget to 
ca ll you,though you may forget to r ise ...Y ou r ligh t for 

[(lay and night is  a small candle,which is often 
the side of your platter at m eals,for want of 

a better convenience. Your v ictuals are sa lt and often 
very bad; and i f  you vary the mode o f dressing them,you 
must cook y ou rse lf. . . .Low company is  the bane of a l l  
young men,but in a man-of-war you have the co llected  
f i l t h  of ja i l s ;  condemned criminals have the alternative 
o f hanging or of entering on board. There's not a v ice 
committed on shore but is  practised here. The scenes of 
infamy and horror on board of a man-of-war are so many that I think 
they must rather disgust a good mind than allure i t .

....T h e  state of in ferior  o ffice rs  in His Majesty's Service is  
a state of vassalage; and a lieutenant's preferment the greatest in 
i t .  The change is  at once from a f ilth y  maggot to a shining butter­
fly ....W e  are likewise to re co lle c t  that a 1 ̂ commanders o f men-of- 
war are not gentlemen nor men of education. I know a great part
are brave men,but a much greater,seamen........ The last war,a chaw of
tobacco,a rattan,and a rope of oaths were su ffic ien t qualifications 
to constitute a lieutenant.
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porary authorities as well,assure us that, although a number of
the o ff ic e r s  in the Navy (then as now)may have been
of gentle birth ,the hideous influences to which they
were exposed “ sp o ilt  a l l  but a few of them*'. The great
majority were turned into ruffianly boors,capable enough
as master seamen to endure the hardships of the rough
and strenuous conditions at sea,but absolutely unfit to associate

with



ners, His naval career was ordinary enough 
at that period:he was en listed at twelve

years of age in a merchantman,wastressed'1
into a man-of-war,fought as a midship­
man in Lord Hawke’ s campaigns,and after
various services died as Commodore in

the '’’Grampus'1 on the West Coast o f Af­
rica  in 1786. In his Journals,Thompson
jotted  down his observations which give

the naval manners and men of the age:

even moderately decent people on shore’ 

Edward Thompson was one of the comparatively 
few to escape the general corruption of man-

August 16,1783.— I took Burgundy and Champagne with Lord Keppel... 
mixed comrany,but neither wit,humor,nor information. Sea captains 
can 't speak with any degree of ease before their superiors.

^[pRsRaY b Dock., £ la cxpva l ip
iVJk —— “ _____ _  ac(̂ r  ^

ftoajlanSson.

February 15,1784.
- - - I  paid a v is i t  
to Admiral Monta­
gue (Commander in 
Chief at Ports­
mouth). A coarser, 
rougher,ruder sea. 
monster never ex­
isted .
January 23,1785.- 
I passed the day 
with my friend 
Jackson,where I 
met Mr. Masterman 
and Sir George 
Young. (In the 
course of conver­
sation i t  was agh©@$ 
that) th§ lack of 
success in the last 
war arose from .. .fa ction , 
public by a ll  was too atrocious,from  Sir E.Hughes. . .to  Admiral Arbuth- 
not in America,who shared the p ro fits  with his secretary, Greene,who was 
known throughout the f le e t  to be the most profligate and prostituted 
knave. . . "

.among our o f f ic e r s . . . .The plunder of the

To Lord Hawke belongs the cred it of reforming conditions in the Navy
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Lord Hav/ke pointed the way to a better 
d iscip line and improved socia l conditions. 

New concessions and grants were given 
to the men and officers,and  prize-money 
was offered fo r  good conduct. In men 
like Admiral Hawke,the elder P itt placed 
much fa ith  in organizing for  the v ic t ­

ory of the Seven Years* War,and these
JL men were resoonsible fo r  the ere- 

a
ation of an e ff ic ie n t  navy. So 

keenly was P itt conscious of the import- 
i ance of the navy that he declared

Britain should "’put her­
se lf  on board her f le e t " .  

The f le e t  which numbered 
three-hundred and fo r ty - 
fiv e  at the opening of the

I  ̂qJQc ‘ J fz rJ T liO n e , -ura.S a. Si'rujle. Sfian-is/Z. S&J:>

I Coptic, re  oL 5 y  th.e.<£>ribi.sd  /Vai/y '^b'nra.s
a. Tr-ixe. SKih C o n tc d n .^  t r&*su.r<L. y K lU
hj-a-S CO'n.i/euXcL f r o m . 'Partstnou-bA. to borSon- i/r. 20 
w a.gjonS', ie.cora.bed.-uj-Ltlt_ S r - t t t  s A  Colors a.r-oL^es- 

Cor bed. a. hraofi ojA Lijh.t' Worse*.

Campaign,was well over four hundred 
in number by the end of the great h 
c o n f l ic t . With such a force o f 
commanders as Keppel,Boscowen(Old
Dreadnought),Rodney and Hawke,Britannia certainly ruled the waves 

in 1759,and she continued to be powerful at the beginning of the 

war with Prance in 1794,when Admiral Howe won a great naval v ictory



/OLLlHGWOOD When the Frencho f f  Brest.
attempted to land troops in Ireland and in 
Wales,the British f le e ts  had a hard time 
patrolling the Channel. Moreover,when the 
Spanish Mediterranean fleet(Spain  being now 
an ally, of France)attempted to jo in  the

Fleet,Admiral Jervis and his sea- 
ept the Spanish and the French- 

f le e ts  apart,
shall take up the story o f **** 

it ish  naval operations 
at a later time,when we 
deal with the successful 
enterprises of Admiral Nel­
son. For the presen t,it 
is  su ffic ien t to state that 
the B ritish navy maintained 

its  hold over a l l  the 

ters of the globe,when a ll  the lands o f 
Europe had upassed into the orb it of 

French domination1*. On this page we have 
reproduced the portraits of two types of 

British naval commander. Admiral G olling- 
ood was a great and e ff ic ie n t  sailor,and 

ose associate o f Nelson. He was a 

s^man of stainless honor,whose ser- 
ADHIRAL v ices were of incalculable v a l­

ue to his country. Likewise,J e r v i s

Admiral Jervis ,̂vas a hard-fighting and e ff ic ie n t  sa ilo r . But,unlike 

Collingwood,Jervis ruled his f le e t  by terror rather than by love. He



repressed mutinies among his sa ilors in the sternest manner possible. 
Nelson sa id ,(,Lord St. Vincent takes a hatchet where I would take a pen­
k n ife .H In 179 ? ,Sir John Jervis and Captain Nelson utterly defeated

a big French and Spainish f le e t  
o f f  the Cape of St. Vincent 
on the Spainish coast.

And i t  was just at 
this time that the great­
est m ilitary leader of 
modern times sprang up 
to lead the French--- 

J Napoleon Bonaparte.

X e  _
^-firs£ Jvŷ ouj 

b o rtrcczE  o f  
WAPOLEotT

n the year 1789,he was a 
J you n g  sublieutenant o f art«

i l le r y .  From some distance he was able to view the quick and breath

taking changes in the p o lit ic a l and socia l world around him. The
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ideas o f the Revolution did not find 
the same welcome everywhere in Prance,

In some regions(especially  in the West 
and South) men would have w illin g ly  re ­
turned to the old regime. In 1793,when 
the new constitution was introduced, 
the signal was given fo r  a Royalist

insurrection. By 1794,the revolu­
tion ists  seemed to have run through 
a complete scale of democratic 
passions;they were hurrying into 

a whirl o f p o lit ic a l disintegration,
fo r  mob rule,

v io len ce , terrorism ,suspicion, 
and anarchy. While in the c it  
ies,the Revolution f e l l  into 
the hands of the p o l i ­
t ica l fanatics,the mi 
thoughtful elements 
found refuge in the 
army of the assailed 
Republic, Bonaparte's 
f i r s t  opportunity came 
in 1793,at the seige o f 

Toulon, His s k ill  and

M coce;



judgment as commander of 
a rt ille ry  quickly 
won recognition 

The captain

had hirr.seI f  promoted battalion commander

UP E m p i r e

IV .Au sber It

by decree of the 
People’ s Re- 
pre senta t iv e s , 
in order that 

author-
ity  might carry 
more weight.
Toulon was cap­
tured, and Bona­
parte 's services 

vrere recognized 
again by promo­
tion to the rank 

of Brigadier- 
General. At 

twenty-six,he was 

commander of the 
French r̂my in Ital;

(AsOTveubasrGj

clSc ^ ^ o le o r O s  3H<a.ts
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t this time, O/ )k £  ske.tc.huL

Bonaparte appear- /

ed km all,of poor physi-
que,with long hair,and dressed in shabby 
uniform. But he soon changed a ll  th is .



n 1798,Bonaparte set sa il 
fo r  Egypt,with the purpose 
of injuring British trade 
ib ly  striking at England's 

oversea possessions in mind. There­
upon, the British Admirality sent 
Eoratio Nelson(who had already d is ­

tinguished himself in the battle o f f  Gape St. Vincent)with a f le e t

T*

any of his associates noticed the 
t rapidity with which he 

assimilated the informati 
lired. Veterans like M&£ 

ena,Augereau,and Sdrurier, soon 
realized that the l i t t l e  Corsi­
can (whom they styled derisively 
“ le  general Vendemiaire")was the| 
master of h is army of thirty-seven 
thousand men,and an accomplished strate­
g ist who swept the Austrians back from the

B oN A P A FiT-E T -ASAlps to the Quadrilateral,and ultimately de-
FlRST COH5 UL

feated a new Austrian Army of f i f t y  thousand cî Skr a- 'Te.ncil S/C b
men under the young Archduke Charles. J". 2)./I. Tn^res.

>-y<Nor was the genius of Bonaparte f e l t  by his associates onlj 
The magnetic influence of his superiority had touched the Direct- 
o ire . He received a triumphant reception in Paris in 1797,and from

thence the l i t t l e  Corpora.I"1 pro­

ceeded from one conquest to another.

to intercept Bonaparte's expedition. Nelson defeated the French 

f le e t  as i t  lay in Aboukir Bay. Under Nelson,British sea-power was



at la st asserting its

supremacy.
When Admiral Kelson 

shattered the French 
f le e t  to sp linters at 

the Battle of the K ile, 
he scored one o f his 

most daring and triumphal achievements., 
Heretofore,he had been acting under orders, 

controlled in a degree by the irreso ­
lution of as senior o fficer ., Now he was 

an admiral of the Fleet,and in fu l l  con­

tr o l, The Battle of the Nile was therefore
a typical Nelson fig h t----a ll  his owni The

heroic commander(\f/ho had already lost 
an eye and an arm in previous en­

gagements )was severely wounded in 
this battle,but he refused to quit 

until victory was assured. In recog­
n ition  o f his services,Nelson was 

elevated to the dignity of a baronyj 
and,when his ship, the “Vanguard**, entered the 

beautiful Bay of Naples,barges and boats,radiant 

with banners and flags,w ith  o f f ic ia ls  in flashy uniforms,came out to 

meet the great sa ilo r . Nelson became the guest of Sir William and 
Lady Hamilton,and in their magnificent home,the wounded hero was 
nursed by Lady Hamilton,whose tender solicitude sweetened by her ad­
miration was most agreeable to Nelson after a spell of rough doctor-

■

ing aboard a man-of-’war
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the meanwhile, Bonaparte,whose Egypt­

ian Expedition was so. rudely interrupt- 
d by Nelson, 

carried on his Sy 
ian campaign, 
under parched 
skies and to 
the accom­

paniment 

o f thir£ 
and hunger an

lague. Having lost 3,000 men 
in a fru itle ss  attempt to
take Acre,and receiving intelligence o f a Turkish

f le e t  heading fo r  the Delta,his Army of Syria----a fter a march
of more than t^ree-hundred miles oh short rations—-was back 
in Cairo. It was a wonderful performance,and showed the world

what hardships men may endure,and what feats 
they may be driven to perform by the iron 
w ill o f a great commander.

During Napoleon's absence in Egypt, 
the '"Dire c to ire" in Paris was growing weak­
er. The French government had neither money, 
,'hor administrative leadership,nor moral 
strength. Loudly professing indignation 
at the corrupt and ignorant government, 
Napoleon divined(with secret pleasure,no 
doubt)that the incompetence of the D irect- 

own opportunity. Very secretly ,th ere fore , on the 
night of August 21,1799,he set sa il from Alexandria,accompanied 
by some of the ablest o ffice r s  in his command.



apoleon's return to Prance
was characteristic of the
man and the age0 With the

Is of Aboukir freshly
on his brow,and a ll  Prance

acclaiming him as a hero,Bonaparte
suddenly put o ff  the soldier and

Aappeared in the role of the c iv i l ­
ian e Within the Directory,he found 
a man of like purpose to him self--

X \
the Abbe S ieyes---w ith  whom he en 
ed into confederacy and plotted the 
coup d*etat of Brumaire. The two 
conspirators overturned the con sti­
tution of Prance by ruse and v io l ­
ence « The plan was duly executed 

on 18 and 19 Brumaire(November 9 an 
10,1799 ) , days memorable in history 
as witnessing the rise  of Napoleon 
Bonaparte to c iv i l  power.

The L ittle  Corporal rode down

3 ro m  jzaihJEin.gr fla.g'usl'e.
J) f Cl c2.CLCmg.cL.
Zo Be oti e. oj. t(Je. ^ortrcctts

y i r  ZcrXfcXL ($orLC L .Jba.rB e . J b o s e .c U .

w  „
to the Tuileries at the head of a b r illia n t  cavalcade and swore an 

oath to preserve a free and equal Republic. The constitution which was 
set up a month^later,while preserving the show of p o l it ic a l  liberty ,

placed the supreme power in the 
hands of Bonaparte.

The F irst Consul during the ten 

years of his o f f ic e  was to be master 
of the State.


