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n 1603,the Great Queen died.

She was succeeded by the son 

of Mary Stuart. He had been 

king o f Scotland almost 

from his b irth  under the name o f 

James V I. Among English monarchs 

he figu res  as the f i r s t  o f that

The old rhyme-book says:

This son of Mary,Queen o f Scots, 
Ill-mannered but w ell-read ,

"The Wisest Pool in Europe" was,
As Sully w e ll has said.

With the accession of James I ," th e  

f i r e s  o f Elizabethan passion and 

the flush  o f Elizabethan dreams'1* 

are reported to  have suddenly died 

away. I t  is  indeed unfortunate that, 

at a time when the sovereign exer­

cised enormous power,the Grown 

o f England should have descended 

to James,who was not temper*, 

mentally f i t  fo r  the task o f 

kingship. I&cking in* those 

qu a lit ies  which had so en­

deared the Tudor Monarchs to th e ir  subjects,James was

completely blind



to his own learned ignorance o f the 

English national temper. He immed­

ia te ly  celebrated his a r r iv a l in 

England by the despotic hanging 

o f a pickpocket without fa i r

ith  the accession 

o f James VI o f Scot­

to the throne o f England, 

see the invasion o f London 

s o f Scotsmen.

T h ere fo re ,it  is  not 

out o f place to o ffe r  

few remarks on the 

presence o f Scotsmen 

at the English court 

and as an important 

part of the

English scene. Of course, 

i t  may be guessed 

that the English



people did not fin d  i t  easy to get used 

to the Scotsmen and their* "pecu liar ways*** 

As a matter o f fa c t,th e  English are 

reported to have regarded the Scots 

as f ir s t - r a te  second-rate fe llow s,as  

in th e ir  own bag-pipes the drone is  

more pleasing than the higher and more 

varied  notes to which i t  is  the mono 

accompaniment'.

The Scots swarmed in the 

market-places and in  the counting-houses. They 

f i l l e d  the subordinate positions in the government 

o f f ic e s .  Soon i t  became evident to every Englishman 

th a t,lik e  a floc-s o f hungry adventurers, they entered 

England in the tra in  o f King Jamie,to pick up 

the crumbs that f e l l  from the royal tab le . And, 

as such,these Scotsmen are rumored to have 

"ca rried  i t  o f f  in  London with a high hand".

This is  scarcely 

in accordance 

with the caution 

that is  generally 

a ttribu ted  to 

the Scottish  

character. But 

allowance must be 

made fo r  th e ir  e la tion  at the

seem to have been possessed with the idea

that i t  was not so much His Majesty the King



as the whole nation of

Scotsmen that had come

to the Crown o f England

So they were "puffed, up

accordingly. As they jvjiC ! V : vi W

moved about among the English fo lk ,th ese  Scotsmen 

^herded lov in g ly  together". A d is t in c t  people they

undeniably remained. The English knew them as mer­

chants, or lawyers,and,above a ll,a s  bakers; but they 

knew l i t t l e  o f them as persons to l iv e  w ith. The

Scots remained public mysteries,mid-day spectres,th ings to be 

seen,not touched----except by each other! ^
_ ^orrn̂
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hen James I  entered London

L .V the English rode in from 

ar and near to catch a glimpse of

their Scottish  sovereign. And those

whose rank gave them access through /

the throng in the Midland market towns, found themselves in 

. Y the presence o f a conceited,garrulous,and

] Y *  good-natured King,wise in book-learning
1 / S ^ )  K f
\ V/J - I T  /  ̂ but a poor judge of men. Above a l l , i t  was

p lain  fo r a l l  to see that James Stuart was 

ignorant o f England and o f her laws. Other 

> wise he would not have had that cut-purse 

(re fe rred  to in a preceding page)hanged
[fow e^

without a t r ia l .  Says the h istorian  Tre

ve lyan ,ttNot only did England remain terra incognita to 

James,but he never became aware o f his ignorance". His



King
\Solomon mind was already formed when he 

f i r s t  came to reign  in W hitehall, 

and the f la t te r y  he received there 

confirmed h is good opinion o f his 

own penetration. “He was perpetu­

a lly  unbuttoning the stores of his 

roya l wisdom fo r  the b en e fit o f his 

subjects'*. And,as there was none 

kwho could venture to answer him to 

Phis face,he supposed them a l l  out- 

fargued and crushed by his superior 

knowledge and wisdom.

James came to England,not

^ L O M O X T  only to reign  over the English peo­

p le,bu t to play the schoolmaster over his subjects. And the 

la t t e r  tyranny was the more insu fferable o f the two1. He said

that he came to England as “ an old K ing",firm  in 

the reso lve that he would not be"taught h is o f f ic e "  

He had h is convictions based on experience^and he 

said he meant to act up to them

eel
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ow the temper

people was going to  be a very 

iserious matter. The English 

people f e l t  that they were “ fu lly  grown up". 

They were fu l ly  aware o f the fa c t  that they did not want to be 

in “ leading s trings" any longer. Even ^ueen E lizabeth in her 

la s t  years had ga lled  th eir temper somewhat. But they were w i l l ­

ing to jri&keuallowances fo r  one who had served them fa ith fu lly  and

long. But James Stuart,from  the start,re fu sed  to think
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i V t h e : G un p o w b e p ^  p l o t , x e o s .
I y
he attitude of the king very naturally led to a l l

The c o n flic t■  H I  sorts o f discussion and controversy 

between "the Court and the people increased with the years. The * 

Catholics tr ied  hard to deprive James o f his throne,and almost 

succeeded in the infamous Gunpowder p lo t , in  which Guy Fawkes and 

h is gang attempted to blow up the King and both Hoi-ises o f Parlia  

mp,nt, nn November 5.1605. At the la s t moment,the heart of

*0 f
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e s t  son. o

a  ( i t i r j f Ifof him self as the nservant” o f the 
^ clC fbrorru-sej

T J ie p r W s  jpeople.
[j£iatittcya.rf^«" ^announced h is b e l ie f  in the Divine 
Wrote, a- book.,

Right of Kings,claim ing that his

No such thing—--Rather,he

power was unlimited,and that he de­

rived  his authority from God alone, 

and was responsib le, not to the peo­

p le , but only to God. Having become 

King of England,he was resolved to 

That was that!
%3 bert—
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one o f the conspirators fa i le d  him

He sent a note of warning to the 

council. Just before midnight o f

November 4 ,the Lord Chamberlain and

his attendants went to the c e l le r

under the Parliament bu ild ings, and 

there they found a t a l l  man in whose

possession were slow matches and

touchwood. This was Guy Fawkes,who

was to touch o f f  the powder. Fawkes

was taken to the Tower and punished severely>and the Gunpowder

P lo t was celebrated in the old rhyme which we learned as ch ild

Don't you remember 
The f i f t h  of November,
The Gunpowder treason and P lot? 
I  see no reason ^
Why Gunpowder treason 
Should ever be fo rgo t.

ren at school

oon the Presbyterian sentiment against 

the King was as high as the Catholic

sentiment E specia lly  was th is so,when

the King started to harry the Presbyterian and

Puritan reformers out of his kingdom. By means

o f specia l courts of the Star Chamber and the

High Commission,he persecuted the Puritans so severely  that 

many of them were glad to take refuge in Holland,and la te r  seek 

new opportunities in North America. We shall r e fe r  to the 

Puritan refugees again. They are worthy o f a specia l page or two.



he f i r s t  quarter o f the 

Seventeenth century was 

marked by several im­

portant steps toward the 

creation o f an oversea empire.

The East India Company, created in 1600, 

began to trade on a small scale with the Far East. E ffo rts  to

s e tt le  in  the New World— -in  V ir g in ia - - - 

were renewed in 1607. An in te rs s t­

ing, i f  foolhardy,attempt to win 

wealth across the wide ocean 

was made by our old Elizabethan 

acquaintance,the ga llan t S ir  

Walter Raleigh (w h o,it w i l l  be 

remembered,had gone in 1595 to

Guinea in  search o f the famous 

c ity  o f El Dorado,and who 

was now in  the Tower on a 

charge o f conspiracy 

against the K ing).

S ir  Walter was**persona 

non grata** a t the 

Court of King James, 

because o f h is attitude 

toward Spain. His 

Majesty was w ill in g  to re ­

lease the res tless  cou rtier,poet, 

exp lorer,h istorian ,and sea-captain from imprisonment



* ■

----to give the adventurer an opportu­

n ity  to go fo rth  on another voyage o f 

discovery and co lon iza tion . (The King 

was in  desparate need of money and hoped 

that Raleigh would bring new stores o f 

wealth from beyond the horizon*.) But 

alas fo r  Raleigh ! He fa i le d  to fin d  E l Dorado fo r  the second time. 

Instead,he attacked a Spanish post,and displeased His Majesty. For the 

double sin o f omission and commission,he was beheaded on his return to

London in 1618.

nother p a rty ,led  by a Captain Newport, 

s more successfu l. They landed 

at the southern point a t Chesa­

peake Bay on the banks o f the James 

R iver. There they established Jamestown, 

which proved to be the f i r s t  permament 

settlement in  the New World o f the West.
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