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y  I/hen Congress m et,it 
chose George Washing­

ton as Commander-in-Chief 
of the American continental 
army. Colonel Washington 
had come to the Congress in 
his uniform. The reason why 
he wore such a habit there 
was,no doubt,clear to those 
who knew him. I t  was,says 
Woodrow W ilson,Mhis in stin ct­
ive expression of personal 
fee lin g  in the midst of a ll  
that was happening1*. His 
service in the Congress, 
from f i r s t  to last,was that 

of a so ld ier .
In choosing Washington 

fo r  the command of the patriot 
army, Congress chose better 
than i t  rea lized . l*It was no 
small matter to have so no­
ticeable a man of honor and 
breeding at the head of an 
army whose enemies deemed i t  
a mere peasant mob and rowdy 
assemblage of rebels1*.
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In accepting the appointment,the new Commander-in-Chief made a 
modest speech,and declined to take any pay fo r  his service%»,?.This



refusal of money was an e ffective  gesture", says Woodward,"because 
more than anything else at the tim e,it served to make him a popu­

lar hero"o The people came from miles around to see the new Ameri­
can Commander-in-Chief, He was 
discussed at every cross-roads store 
from Falmotith to Savannah,,

In the meanwhile,the Ministry 
in England fingered the forgotten 
scraps of Braddock's reports,look­
ing fo r  the name of Washington and 
trying to analyze his character!

J O H N  A D A M S  N O M I N A T E D  G ^O R G E T 
W A S H l N G T O N  .AS C O M M A N D E R -  
IN -  C HI-ETP

ow the colon ia l question 
was shifted from the council 

r to the f ie ld  of m ili-

tary operations. And now i t  was Washington's business to reach Cam­
bridge and take over the command of the American forces outside

Boston. But before he could get to Cambridge, the B ritish had won
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a decision at the battle 
of Bunker Hill,which was 

watched by the people o f 

Boston from their house­
tops. Although the provin 
c ia l  m ilit ia  were driven 
from the heights, they de- 

y  monstrated their bravery 
and high courage in battle

,<T against a formidable foe .
In the opinion of the Eng­
lish  historian Green, the AmericaiTrecruits at Bunker H ill '"by their 
bravery put an end for ever to the taunts of cowardice which had been

levelled  against the co lon ists . 
Are the Yankees cowards?'

outed the men of Massachus- 
tts ,a s  the f i r s t  English 

attack ro lled  back baffled  
h i l ls id e " .

During the rest of the win­
der, t i l l  the return of spring,
Ittp *
the new American Cornmander-in- 

ef was not disturbed by the 
British,who(for some strange 
and unknown reason)gave the 
rebel" army an opportunity 

to get i t s e l f  into fighting 

shape. The British remained 

in Boston until March 16,1776.
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f f i r

a the British were forced out of Bos- 
ton by Washington,they le f t  fo r  Halifax, 

thus v irtu a lly  abandoning New England to 

the Americans. However,a well-equip­
ped British army and a considerable 

British f le e t  remained in undisputed 
control of Manhatten Island,New York,
and ’Washington---- whose i l l - f e d  and
ill-arm ed (they had but fo r ty -fiv e  

rounds of ammunition to each man) 
itiamen had shown stubborn endur­

ance through a long and b itte r  winter 
was compelled to move across the 

n into New Jersey.
Actually the Revolutionary war had 

tarted before the Americans had organ* 
ized their central government. Also 
i t  should be realized that the colon- 

s were far from unanimous about the revolution.

^ c lk ^ O r b i^  0ut of 700,000 men of
m ilitary age,only one in eight enrolled in 
Washington’ s p a triot army.

In England,the King and hi 
Parliament were sure that the ‘’'rebels'* 
would soon be put down. They had no 
fo r t i f ie d  towns,no trained regi' 
ments,no ships and no cred it.

Neither in financia l nor in 
m ilitary resources were the

i



colon ists a tch fo r  England.
owever,when King 
orge hired Hessian 
oops to suppress his 

olon ial subjects,he 
stirred  up a sp ir it  of 

v o lt  and patriotism 

among the colonists,and among numer-
in England,----a sp ir it

that made up
for the lack of 
fo r t i f ie d  towns 
and ships and 
even cred it.
The presence 
of the Hessians 
stirred  up fresh
antagonisms against the Hanoveri 
those who at f i r s t  refused to engage in the 
co n flic t  against the mother country now flared  

■' Also, duringup,
BRUNSWICK 
SRAQOOtS .

G renadier.

H e s s  i a m  S o l d i e r s

FR O M  " T H F  C R I S I S "

“Tjjfxi&se. are. tfve.Ttm.es 
tkcd by men.’s  souls. 

The summer soldier
etn-d rke_ Sanskiwe. f>a.t- 
Kob WtU, in. tkis crisis, 
skrin-lc from the Service* 
of tkevr Cou.n.b'y. But* 
ke ti-vo-b stands it Now/, 

I d cse.ru'e-s fcke loi/fc and 
I tkantCs' of- maw. and vvo —

the spring,the colon­
is ts  were reading the 
convincing arguments

fo r  independence presented hy a radical English
immigrant,Thomas Paine,in his remarkable pam- ..........

„ . B . Tyranny, li«ce H«U,phlet “ Common Sense” . With convincing log ic  R ,*s -nob easik conquered...
U--------------------------  J T .  Paine. Jh

(though crude and hom ely,it was like new wine to the untrained and uSd



time)—-Tom Paine demonstrated the inconsistency of protesting
loyalty while carrying 
on war against the king.
" i  challenge11, cried  Paine, 
the warmest advocate of 
recon cilia tion  to show a 
single advantage that this 
continent can reap by be­
ing connected with Great 

B r ita in ... Everything that 
is  right or reasonable 
pleads for  separation. The 
blood of the slain,the weep­
ing voice of nature cr ie s , 

'TIS TIME TO PART".

i t  '/Je.cio.ra.LiO T'^ c f J-njL&f* enteric -uro.s d r a f t e d  

a m .-m.i i£ e .e , (  on-jt reS S  .

Left  to right___R o b e rt Uvi.n.aQf ton o f  New 'fork fRog'er
Spx.ErirMXi'v oj- CoH-nec-ti-Cijb, Jokrv̂ X̂ l̂ iTVS o(~/V\assacAixSeifts( 
TLomaS Jefferson- f  Virginia*, and Frank l in oj Pennsylvania.

Paine rid icu led  the whole theory of kingship. Almost everybody 
read and discussed his liv e ly  attack,which

sold by the tens Of 
.thousands. Washing 
ton had i t  read to 
his so ld iers .

On July 4,1776, 
the Congress form- 

|ally adopted the Declaration 

in which a b r il l ia n t  statement of the causes of the war and a severe 

indictment of George II I  was drawn up mainly by Thomas Jefferson.

Prom now on,opposition to the war became treason to the country. In

accustomed brains of classes who had never yet thought about 
p o lit ic s  except as an occasion fo r  r io t  and licence at e lection

the "Pennsylvania Packet"
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cla ra ti

appeared the f i r s t  print- 
the Declaration. Two days 

great b e ll summoned the 
Carpenter’ s Hall(now In- 
Hall) to hear the De­

read.
(Ever since,the b e ll has been known
as Liberty Bell,and July 4 ---the
day. of the signing of the Declaration
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---- as the birthday of the United States

of America.
ne Declaration transformed the
colonies into sovereign states.
No longer was there room fo r  roy­

al* governors and councils. American o f f i ­

c ia ls  were appointed in their places. The e lective  legislatures be­
came the important part of the American system. For the future, the 
voter—-not the King---would be the source of authprity. There were

many who (quite naturally) found i t  d i f f ic u lt  to recognize the
authority



RE? OF THOS'. JEFFFRSOU:

of the newly-established governments, 
and who s t i l l  professed love fo r  Eng­

land. These were the Loyalists 
who made up altogether nearly a 
third o f the tota l population 
o f the thirteen states. Many 

of these Loyalists were wealthy 
merchants of the seaport towns, 
former office-holders,and farm­

ers of the middle and south­
ern states. Some of them 
enlisted in the British 

army,others organized m ilitia  
companies and attacked the 
Patriots whenever they found 
an opening. With a l l  these 

groups Congress had to deal 
with firmness.

On this page we have 
tried  to give as fa ir  a portra it 
of the great American leader who 
drafted the Declaration o f Inde­
pendence. His suggestions to the 
Continental Congress were pub­
lished in a pamphlet en titled  
**A Summary View of the Rights of 

America1*.
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t is certainly not our 

purpose to give any de­

ta iled  description of the 
d i f f ic u lt  and tedious cam­
paign. But there are a few 

lobservations that may seem 
appropriate in a book of this 
kind. As the American h istor­
ian warns us,we must beware of 
takingstoo lim ited a view o f the 

ssues involved. The Revolutionary 
War was a c iv i l  war, 
not a war between 
two nations. The 
issue was to de­
cide among other

things whether England should in future be 
ruled by the King acting through Parlia­
ment, or by Parliament acting by virtue 
of i t s  powers derived from the people.
In England,there was a strong minority 
speaking with powers as d ivers ified  as 
those o f Chatham,Burke,and Charles Pox 
This minority opinion was against the 
whole policy  of the war. In fact,General

British
G e n e r a l

o f f i c e r

Howe and his brother,Admiral Howe,seemed to share in this view. They
preferred to ca ll for  concessions that would save the unity of the 

Empire. The British m ilitary operations were as ill-conducted as
they had been rashly
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provoked. The m ilitary blunders o f the English generals---
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particu larly  those of Burgoyne and Howe---were as

serious as the p o lit ic a l mis­
takes of the King and his min­

is te rs . The ob jective of 
the British gen­
erals should have 
been to capture 
and destroy Wash 

ington and 
his army. 
General Howe 
nearly did 

this in the

Ot t a w a

JS<\Ke
I fa  <KY>\ fAok

3fiur\i't\qlorx >.

|  ' N . H . J

f  ^  J
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LaXe.
Ontario
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c r it ic a l  year of 1776, 
when he drove Washington's crude pat­
r io t ic  forces out of New York City  and 
sent them fly in g

across New Jersey. By 
the time Washington 
reached the Delaware 
R iver,his h a lf-tra in  

ed army had dwindled to less than 
3,000 men. There was Howe's chance 

But,instead of fin ish in g  the job and complete 
ly scattering the American army,General Howe 

went into Winter Quarters in New York!
Lord George Germain in England planned 

the Saratoga Campaign(as P itt had planne
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the taking of Quebec,but with very d ifferen t resu lts ). For the 

disasters of the American campaign,and especially  fo r  Saratoga and 
Yorktown,military historians hold Lord Germain primarily respon­
s ib le . He persisted in planning anextensive campaign which had to 
be fought three thousand miles away
---- from his deskl Burgoyne, Clinton
and Howe suffered dreadfully at his 
‘‘ incapable and mailcious"hands. Yet 
King George clung to Lord Germain 
tenaciously, and in the end rewarded 
h is incompetency with a Viscounty 1 
In the opinion of the historian
Green, the King himself was equally -A. ^CART°o37

responsible fo r  the mismanagement 
and blunders of the British m ili­

tary fo rces . The King's natural %.

powers,says Greeri""were of the meanest sort. 
Nor had he the capacity fo r  using greater 
minds than his own by which some sovereigns 
have concealed 
their natural 
lit t le n e s s . On 
the contrary,his 
only fee lin g  to ­
wards greatne

was one of jealousy and hate".
Lord Germain's plan gave the Americans the advantage of act­

ing  on the inner lin e s The re s u lt  was
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tragic fo r  Burgoyne who,with h is 5,000 

regulars,was cut o f f  in the wilderness 
and was forced to surrender to the American 
“minute-men** under the command of Horatio 

Gates(an English general who had joined 

the P atriots).
Btirgoyne's defeat was a signal v ictory  

fo r  the co lon ists . I t  proved that the 
Patriot army could win battles. Once this 

fa c t  was proved, 
the French were 
w illing  to come 
openly to the 
help of the A lb ­

icans.
ith  the 
tervention 
France, the 

whole nature of the

war was changed. The French f le e t  ruled the 
seas. French ships won v ictory  after v ictory ; 
and i t  may not be too much to say that the 
m ilitary triumph of the Americans was,in no 
small measure,determined by the naval battle 
of Chesapeake Bay. Moreover,now that France

was on the side of the enemy, England could no “Wa s h in g t o n  and 

longer concentrate her strength in North Ameri- ^R^chambeau m 

ca. She was compelled to guard her own shores 

against possible attack!

Cŷ Ce c7Wa.-ra tuts cLe. -la.

Q p  .—  U rfca rocL e. al\__aree. s  c c te .

l 4^ a .ili.vru g £o rc - , O-n-cL s e r v e d .  a.S a r e j  
lm .^  o r tcuruti of-fLce.r~.

The Trenches at 
T o R iK t c w H .



There are several unforgettable scenes and situation in the war which 
have been depicted (in  rather a dramatic manner),and some of these should
not be ignoredo They are a part of the world's story of heroism in the 
struggle fo r  freedom. On this page we have tried to reproduce one of 
the popular paintings,depicting the crossing of the Delaware by General 
Washington in the winter of 1776. The famous picture obviously depicts 
only the sp ir it  of the daring enterprise. On the next page is  another 

picture associated with the invincible sp ir it  of the American colon ies.
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tkirs e n c a m p m e n t  in. th.e_ lVin.ber oĵ  '"77 7, 
Kcis been, cccllecb bkt <3 etksenT.an.e- <pf tke American. 

.— a. besb aj~ <̂ (xo.Iity o£ tK.e_ American. Spirt t.

h ile  General 

Howe and his 

o ffice r s  occupied 

Philadelphia in the 
winter of 1778,
General Washington 
and his patriot army 
camped at Valley 
Forge. While Howe's 
men were comfortably 
quartered and w ell- 
fed  and handsomely 
entertained by Ameri­
can Loyalists,Washing­
ton 's men b u ilt  huts 
in the Valley to pro­
tect themselves from 
the severe cold and

heavy snows. Washington was informed by Congress (s itt in g  at York,
Pennsylvania,since i t  had been driven out of Philadelphia) that i t

expected him to seize food from the farm­
ers. After months of marching,thousands of 
the patriots had no shoes;their ragged uni­
forms were worn out. Hundreds of i l l - f e d  
men lay sick  on p iles  of straw that served 
as beds.

However,from his entrenched camp at 

Valley Forge,while his men sat by the 

f ir e  a ll  night for lack of b lankets---- 

in the most discouraging and b itterest hour
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/\ M IUTARY
TECHNICIAN OF 

E V P E R lE N C E " 
ANt> SKILL.

'  - v  
A PRUSSIAN OFFICER WHO HAD SERVED
UINPCR F R F O g R t C K  T H E  G R E A T

of the Revolution,Washington j  *}$ 
kept his eagle eye on the 
British army.

Though his men were dying 
about him,Washington stuck to 
h is job . Day a fter day,he in ­
spected his men— -his small 
army of patriots which stood 
fa st through every suffering.
A tribute should be paid to 
the unconquerable sp ir it  o f  

Washington's wdrill-m aster'*,
Baron von Steuben,who a ll 
through this trying winter 
did so much in organizing and 
training the men. Steuben's 
work in laying out the camps,

teaching the men how to take care of themselves,handle their guns,

On these pages I have spread 

sketches of the various elements 
of the B ritish  and American fo r ­
ces, in order to show that in timb 
the Revolutionary war became a 
war of nations. When the smoke 
of battle at length subsided,

"two nations were standing there

e r e c t !M For seven; long years i 7f  T . X-r* „ .I jrana rke b a ia ttn .^  WASHINGTON ANQ ^TEUBEN

At  Valley Forge " Howard.Tijle



Ti-fE g a l l a t i t  C o r n w a l l i s  c o u l d  
n o t  w i t h  -  H o l d  a m t

Ex p r e s s -  o f
HIS A\D- f f  \ \ m \ R A T i O
Fo r  t h e  Jgf M 1  q u i c k

e x e c l i t - ^ ^ ^ '  I o r i  oF
T h e  « ^ m P L A N S
w i-u c H  Q  \ [  '>  X w f c if f f l  h a d  
u n d o n e  * i f e L i  W i a m a r  HlTVI.

the War of American Indepen
dence went on The British
plans fa ile d  in New England,in 
the Middle States,and in the
Sou tli

F inally ,in  178I,with the
surrender of the English com 

mander,Lord Cornwallis,the J 
h o s t i l it ie s  were terminated.

o irh rtn

H e l s o n  H o u s e
d o J 5 .r t W A _ t .L I S  ’ S H E A D

q u a r t e r s , T o r K T O W H ,

•■ct£jlAs[ 0̂1,0̂ 16.fr$ff)O -flgAdjA ffaStL 
£e-rurrf -ujxJjL 'Tvertr oLo a~r- Â v.—
Hu, AeuJL tH/ru-tZA. rr (A/rryu^a • - - • • .
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K jO rK v u -a h

George III  made a speech (which his ministers wrote fo r  him),in 
which he informed Parliament that he had u offered to declare the
co lon ies free^ ^ H ^ ^ ien d en t** . And he went on to explain tthow ĵ|

----^  MmL. essen‘ti-al  monarchy is  to the enjoyment ~
eonstitutional l ib e r ty ........ w r

— -------- ----- — 1 III //u v  ,

BÛ  *,3ie Ĵmer ĉan colon ists thought 
^ ^ ^ ^===^j f r \  otherwise. They were glad to be free 

^ X  II (j]§ kof the King and his Parliament. They

^  If \sang their own ** Liberty Song1* even more



lustily|  and gloried  in the fa c t  that they were'*on their own**!
Tune:, C jt e a r  bs o|-

y 6 P

(ome join. Fand. in-ka/uL brai/e A~vnc~ ri-Cans o il, /\n.cL r~ou.se. jo u r  bold. hearts ut̂ jaLr 2, i - h e f ­

ty *5 toll _  A/ a iyra.nn.auS acts skalL sup -press your just claim., Or skein. Witk dCsk,
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A "  K -  _  darw PveVe horn and ,k. Free_  dam. u * 'U

rVion-e IVe' LL qtV£

From. ^ r d t r E R S T A -F f "  ’S Q ^ o s t o r t
c/L l Jn . a.rx. ccc 2 7 6jy f w o r o t s  w r t . t ben__

by T ok  rLDrcKt.txS'on, Music by Da.vc.cL 
&arrc ckx.

ur worthy F ore fa th ers ---le t1 s give them a cheer! 
To climates unknown did courageously steer; 
Through Oceans,to deserts ,for freedom they came, 
And dying bequeath’ d us their Freedom and Fame. 

In Freedom we’ re born,etc.
Their generous bosoms a ll  dangers despis'd ,
So h ighly,so w isely, their Birthright they p r iz 'd ;
W e 'll keep what they gave,we w ill piously kee 
Nor frustrate their to ils  on the

The v ictory  of the American colonies brought to England

too tne freedom from the King's system of personal government.
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lthough the fighting  in America 
ended with the surrender of 
Cornwallis at Yorktown in 

78I,tl:ie Treaty of Peace 

was not signed until 1783. To the 
utter embarrassment of the ministry, 
the independence of the United States 
of America was recognized and proclaim­
ed to a l l  the world.

There was nothing that Lord North

G r e a t 1 6 e a l
OF TH E U r ilT E D  ST7VTES

J u r c e  a o , t

^  U - 5 ,% S^ t e H ,er‘ | 
be~a- r thv a tke r re s c d tjvbcould do hut say ,**0 God! i t  is  a l l  over!*

___ and resign . The humiliated George III  was compelled to accept
a Whig ministry under Lord Rockingham. As 
Charles Fox(who clapped his hands at news 
of Washington1s fin a l 
victory)put it,*1 the 
Whigs were now able 
to give a good stout 
blow to the influence 
o f the Crown**.

Now i t  was the task 
of the Whigs in powe 
to make use of their 
victory,and to reform 
the government which 

the king had corrupt­
ed and North had mis­
used. In that their 

success was singularly

C harl.es  J a m e s  f o x

I



immediate and extensive. By a rapid 
succession of measures,revenue o ffice rs  

were d isqualified  from voting at e le c t ­

ions, and government contractors were 
barred from s itt in g  in the House of 
Commons, Thus the patronage of the 
Crown was cut in halfl

But the ch ief fr u it  of the 

change of ministers was peace. Lord 
Rockingham lived  but three months to 
preside over the councils of peace 
and reformation he so long wished to 
bring about,but he was succeeded by Lord Shelburne under whose 
leadership the sp ir it  and policy of the Rockingham Whigs were 
carried out. The period of peace that began in the early eight-

ies lasted fo r  a l i t t l e  more than a de-

n English politics,how ever,there was 
no peace. The long and fie rce  quar­
re ls  continued inside and outside

. At times the quarrels were taken up by the citizens 
in the streets,where the cry was raised fo r  better representation 
of the people of England in the House of Commons. It  was rea lly  
a very reasonable c ry ,fo r  the existing system was atiquated and 
absurd. We shall take this matter up a l i t t l e  la ter . At this 
point i t  may be better to rest from p olitics ,an d  talk about books 

and about some interesting men and women who wrote them.


