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y I/hen Congress met,it
chose George Washing-

ton as Commander-in-Chief
of the American continental
army. Colonel Washington
had come to the Congress in
his uniform. The reason why
he wore such a habit there
was,no doubt,clear to those
who knew him. It was,says
Woodrow Wilson,Mhis instinct-
ive expression of personal
feeling in the midst of all
that was happening¥. His
service in the Congress,
from first to last,was that
of a soldier.

In choosing Washington
for the command of the patriot
army, Congress chose better
than it realized. It was no

small matter to have so no-
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In accepting the appointment,the new Commander-in-Chief made a

modest speech,and declined to take any pay for his service%»?2.This



refusal of money was an effective gesture”, says Woodward,"because

more than anything else at the time,it served to make him a popu-

lar hero"o The people came from miles around to see the new Ameri-
can Commander-in-Chief, He was
discussed at every cross-roads store
from Falmotith to Savannah,,

In the meanwhile,the Ministry

in England fingered the forgotten
scraps of Braddock's reports,look-
ing for the name of Washington and

trying to analyze his character!

ow the colonial question
was shifted from the council
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tary operations. And now it was Washington's business to reach Cam

bridge and take over the command of the American forces outside

Boston. But before he could get to Cambridge, the British had won
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a decision at the battle
of Bunker Hill,which was
watched by the people of
Boston from their house-
tops. Although the provin
cial militia were driven
from the heights, they de-
y monstrated their bravery
and high courage in battle
<T against a formidable foe.

In the opinion of the Eng-

lish historian Green, the AmericaiTrecruits at Bunker Hill by their

bravery put an end for ever to the taunts of cowardice which had been
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levelled against the colonists.
Are the Yankees cowards?
outed the men of Massachus-
tts,as the first English
attack rolled back baffled
hillside".

During the rest of the win-
der, till the return of spring,
Ittp™
the new American Cornmander-in-

ef was not disturbed by the
British,who(for some strange
and unknown reason)gave the

rebel” army an opportunity
to get itself into fighting

shape. The British remained

in Boston until March 16,1776.
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a the British were forced out of Bos-
ton by Washington,they left for Halifax,
thus virtually abandoning New England to

the Americans. However,a well-equip-
ped British army and a considerable
British fleet remained in undisputed
control of Manhatten Island,New York,
and Washington----whose ill-fed and
ill-armed (they had but forty-five
rounds of ammunition to each man)
itiamen had shown stubborn endur-
ance through a long and bitter winter
was compelled to move across the
n into New Jersey.

Actually the Revolutionary war had
tarted before the Americans had organ*
ized their central government. Also
it should be realized that the colon-

s were far from unanimous about the revolution.
AclkMO rbin Out of 700,000 men of
military age,only one in eight enrolled in

Washington’s patriot army.

In England,the King and hi
Parliament were sure that the "rebels'™
would soon be put down. They had no
fortified towns,no trained regi’
ments,no ships and no credit.

Neither in financial nor in

military resources were the



colonists a tch for England.
owever,when King
orge hired Hessian
oops to suppress his
olonial subjects,he
stirred up a spirit of
volt and patriotism
among the colonists,and among numer-
in England,-—-a spirit
that made up
for the lack of
fortified towns
and ships and
even credit.
The presence
of the Hessians
stirred up fresh
antagonisms against the Hanoverli
those who at first refused to engage in the

conflict against the mother country now flared
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accustomed brains of classes who had never yet thought about
politics except as an occasion for riot and licence at election
time)—-Tom Paine demonstrated the inconsistency of protesting
loyalty while carrying
on war against the Kking.
"1 challengell, cried Paine,
the warmest advocate of
reconciliation to show a
single advantage that this
continent can reap by be-
ing connected with Great
Britain... Everything that
Is right or reasonable
pleads for separation. The
blood of the slain,the weep-

it '/Jeciora.LiOT'r ¢ fJ-njL&f*enteric  -uross drafted

am.-Miife.e, ( on-jtress . ing voice of nature cries,
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Paine ridiculed the whole theory of kingship. Almost everybody
read and discussed his lively attack,which

sold by the tens Of

.thousands. Washing

ton had it read to

his soldiers.

On July 4,1776,

the Congress form-

|ally adopted the Declaration
in which a brilliant statement of the causes of the war and a severe
indictment of George 11l was drawn up mainly by Thomas Jefferson.
Prom now on,opposition to the war became treason to the country. In

the "Pennsylvania Packet"
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appeared the first print-
the Declaration. Two days
great bell summoned the
Carpenter’'s Hall(now In-
Hall) to hear the De-
clarati read.
(Ever since,the bell has been known
as Liberty Bell,and July 4---the

day.of the signing of the Declaration
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-—-—-as the birthday of the United States
of America.
ne Declaration transformed the
colonies into sovereign states.
No longer was there room for roy-
al* governors and councils. American offi-
cials were appointed in their places. The elective legislatures be-
came the important part of the American system. For the future, the
voter—-not the King---would be the source of authprity. There were

many who (quite naturally) found it difficult to recognize the
authority
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of the newly-established governments,
and who still professed love for Eng-
land. These were the Loyalists
who made up altogether nearly a
third of the total population
of the thirteen states. Many
of these Loyalists were wealthy
merchants of the seaport towns,
former office-holders,and farm-
ers of the middle and south-
ern states. Some of them
enlisted in the British
army,others organized militia
companies and attacked the
Patriots whenever they found
an opening. With all these
groups Congress had to deal
with firmness.

On this page we have
tried to give as fair a portrait
of the great American leader who
drafted the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. His suggestions to the
Continental Congress were pub-
lished in a pamphlet entitled
A Summary View of the Rights of

AmericaZ.
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t is certainly not our

Gtarye V[f& purpose to give any de-
thzrt./arCsla
je.rver—cL tailed description of the
7/ cep- .
-ia)tat(l:ﬂjCLEZ\;\Li)i difficult and tedious cam-
b, T paign. But there are a few

lobservations that may seem
" appropriate in a book of this
kind. As the American histor-
ilan warns us,we must beware of
takingstoo limited a view of the
ssues involved. The Revolutionary
War was a civil war,
not a war between
two nations. The
issue was to de-
cide among other
things whether England should in future be
ruled by the King acting through Parlia-
ment, or by Parliament acting by virtue . British
of its powers derived from the people. iiiircaelr
In England,there was a strong minority
speaking with powers as diversified as
those of Chatham,Burke,and Charles Pox
This minority opinion was against the
whole policy of the war. In fact,General
Howe and his brother,Admiral Howe,seemed to share in this view. They
preferred to call for concessions that would save the unity of the

Empire. The British military operations were as ill-conducted as

they had been rashly
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provoked. The military blunders of the English generals---

particularly those of Burgoyne and Howe---were as

serious as the political mis-

Ottawa

takes of the King and his min-
e L« isters.  The objective of

3fiur\i't\glorx > the British gen-
I "N.H.J
LaXe.
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erals should have
been to capture
and destroy Wash
ington and
" arisig fio STOM his army.
Ha\eN General Howe
o LARO nearly did
this in the
oamRNTG 1 <bol critical year of 1776,

8RaNOYIV,(VIX>Sbjs '*'

PPHUADet-PHIA when he drove Washington's crude pat-
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riotic forces out of New York City and

rn sent them flying
L%> across New Jersey. By
1V the time Washington

reached the Delaware

River,his half-train
ed army had dwindled to less than
3,000 men. There was Howe's chance
But,instead of finishing the job and complete
ly scattering the American army,General Howe
went into Winter Quarters in New York!

Lord George Germain in England planned

the Saratoga Campaign(as Pitt had planne
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the taking of Quebec,but with very different results). For the
disasters of the American campaign,and especially for Saratoga and
Yorktown,military historians hold Lord Germain primarily respon-
sible. He persisted in planning anextensive campaign which had to
be fought three thousand miles away
-—-from his deskl Burgoyne,Clinton Lextr
and Howe suffered dreadfully at his
“incapable and mailcious"hands. Yet
King George clung to Lord Germain
tenaciously,and in the end rewarded
his incompetency with a Viscounty 1
In the opinion of the historian
Green, the King himself was equally -A N"CART® 037
responsible for the mismanagement
and blunders of the British mili-
tary forces. The King's natural %

powers,says Greeri"'were of the meanest sort.
Nor had he the capacity for using greater
minds than his own by which some sovereigns
have concealed
their natural
littleness. On
the contrary,his
only feeling to-
wards greatne

was one of jealousy and hate".

Lord Germain's plan gave the Americans the advantage of act-

ing on the inner lines The result was



/r?
lifde.n. he- arrived. 1* ike Su-~-iKtr rfj—)

<777, a rci- A*ire<L,za>entj year old.

tragic for Burgoyne who,with his 5,000

t/olu.ntccr frorvn. ?r«.nce, X_,a-f°~yette. ccndd
SfacalC very tittle. English <h his conferSaturn,

b regulars,was cut off in the wilderness
officer, Alera.njer Hamilton- and was forced to surrender to the American
“minute-men*™* under the command of Horatio
Gates(an English general who had joined
the Patriots).
Btirgoyne's defeat was a signal victory
for the colonists. It proved that the
Patriot army could win battles. Once this
fact was proved,
the French were
willing to come
openly to the
help of the Alb-

icans.
ith the
CyCe c7/Waratuts de -la.
tervention
— Urfca r(;cl_pe al\__aree. s ccte.
l4~a.ili.vrugforc-, O-ncL served. aS arej France,the

Im .~ or tcuruti of-fLce.r~.

whole nature of the
war was changed. The French fleet ruled the
seas. French ships won victory after victory;
and it may not be too much to say that the
military triumph of the Americans was,in no
small measure,determined by the naval battle
of Chesapeake Bay. Moreover,now that France

was on the side of the enemy, England could no “Washington and

longer concentrate her strength in North Ameri- ~R”~chambeau m

The Trenches at
ca. She was compelled to guard her own shores
T oRiKtcw H.
against possible attack!



There are several unforgettable scenes and situation in the war which
have been depicted (in rather a dramatic manner),and some of these should
not be ignoredo They are a part of the world's story of heroism in the
struggle for freedom. On this page we have tried to reproduce one of
the popular paintings,depicting the crossing of the Delaware by General
Washington in the winter of 1776. The famous picture obviously depicts
only the spirit of the daring enterprise. On the next page is another

picture associated with the invincible spirit of the American colonies.



hile General

Howe and his
officers occupied
Philadelphia in the
winter of 1778,
General Washington
and his patriot army
camped at Valley
Forge. While Howe's
men were comfortably
quartered and well-
fed and handsomely
entertained by Ameri-
can Loyalists,Washing-
ton's men built huts

'WXStTII'TCSTOrf -AT VAX.LEY forge in the Valley to pro-
tkirs encampment in the_IVin.ber g™ '""77 7,
Kcis been, cccllecb bkt B8etksenT.an.e- <ftke American.

—a. besb aj~ <olity of tke American. Spirtt. the severe cold and

tect themselves from

heavy snows. Washington was informed by Congress (sitting at York,
Pennsylvania,since it had been driven out of Philadelphia)that it
expected him to seize food from the farm-
ers. After months of marching,thousands of
the patriots had no shoes;their ragged uni-
forms were worn out. Hundreds of ill-fed
men lay sick on piles of straw that served
as beds.
However,from his entrenched camp at
Valley Forge,while his men sat by the
fire all night for lack of blankets----

in the most discouraging and bitterest hour



S ar.on A MIUTARY
VON TECHNICIAN OF
EVPERIENCE"

ANt> SKILL.

A PRUSSIAN OFFICER WHO HAD SERVED
UINPCR FRFOgRtCK THE GREAT

of the Revolution,Washington
kept his eagle eye on the
British army.

Though his men were dying
about him,Washington stuck to
his job. Day after day,he in-
spected his men—-his small
army of patriots which stood
fast through every suffering.
A tribute should be paid to
the unconquerable spirit of
Washington's wdrill-master'*,
Baron von Steuben,who all
through this trying winter
did so much in organizing and
training the men. Steuben's

work in laying out the camps,

teaching the men how to take care of themselves,handle their guns,

On these pages | have spread
sketches of the various elements
of the British and American for-
ces, in order to show that in timb
the Revolutionary war became a
war of nations. When the smoke
of battle at length subsided,

"two nations were standing there

erect!MFor seven; long years

At Valley Forge " Howard.Tijle
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Ti-fE gallatit Cornwallis could

not with - Hold amt the War of American Indepen
Express- of .

HIS A\D- f1 \\m\RATjo dence wenton  The British
For the Jof M 1 quick plans failed in New England,in
execlit-7 777 lort oF " the Middle States,and in the
The « ~ m PLANS .

wi-ucH Q [ '> Xwfcifffl had Soutli

* i : .
undone ifeLI w iam ar HITVI. Finally,in 1781,with the

surrender of the English com
mander,Lord Cornwallis,the J

hostilities were terminated.
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George IlIl made a speech (which his ministers wrote for him),in

which he informed Parliament that he had uoffered to declare the
coloniesfree”™H”™"iendent**. And he went on to explain thow\|

-/~ MmL. essenti-al monarchy is to the enjoyment ~

eonstitutional liberty........ w r
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BU™ *3ie Imer~can colonists thought
ANNNN==="Njfr\ otherwise. They were glad to be free

N X I @8 kof the King and his Parliament. They

NIt \sang their owmn *Liberty Song¥* even more



lustily] and gloried in the fact that they were*on their own**
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ur worthy Forefathers---letls give them a cheer!
To climates unknown did courageously steer;
Through Oceans,to deserts,for freedom they came,
And dying bequeath’'d us their Freedom and Fame.
In Freedom we're born,etc.
Their generous bosoms all dangers despis'd,
So highly,so wisely, their Birthright they priz'd;
We'll keep what they gave,we will piously kee
Nor frustrate their toils on the

The victory of the American colonies brought to England

too tne freedom from the King's system of personal government.



Ithough the fighting in America
ended with the surrender of
Cornwallis at Yorktown in
78l1,tl:ie Treaty of Peace

was not signed until 1783. To the

utter embarrassment of the ministry,

the independence of the United States

of America was recognized and proclaim-
Greatl6 e a I
ed to all the world. OF THE UrilTED ST7VTES

There was nothing that Lord North Jurce ao.t
could do hut say,”0 God! it is all over!* beﬁr;was tke%:’rse/s\cgtej\ll_lb el
___and resign. The humiliated George IlIl was compelled to accept
a Whig ministry under Lord Rockingham. As
Charles Fox(who clapped his hands at news
of Washingtonls final
victory)put it,*1the
Whigs were now able
to give a good stout
blow to the influence
of the Crown**.
Now it was the task
of the Whigs in powe
to make use of their
victory,and to reform
the government which
the king had corrupt-
ed and North had mis-

used. In that their Charl.es James fox

success was singularly



immediate and extensive. By a rapid
succession of measures,revenue officers
were disqualified from voting at elect-
ions, and government contractors were
barred from sitting in the House of
Commons, Thus the patronage of the
Crown was cut in halfl
But the chief fruit of the
change of ministers was peace. Lord
Rockingham lived but three months to
preside over the councils of peace
and reformation he so long wished to
bring about,but he was succeeded by Lord Shelburne under whose
leadership the spirit and policy of the Rockingham Whigs were
carried out. The period of peace that began in the early eight-

ies lasted for a little more than a de-

n English politics,however,there was
no peace. The long and fierce quar-
rels continued inside and outside
At times the quarrels were taken up by the citizens
in the streets,where the cry was raised for better representation
of the people of England in the House of Commons. It was really
a very reasonable cry,for the existing system was atiquated and
absurd. We shall take this matter up a little later. At this
point it may be better to rest from politics,and talk about books

and about some interesting men and women who wrote them.



