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Tcimes t Jop vStR J o s h u a  
l^E Y M O L D S , on.tfxe^- 
W e s t  S i d e  o j L e i c e s ­

ter'oa. n  a r e i g n  a s  lo n g  a s  t h a t  o f  George I I I , t h e r e  

was o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  ch an g e s  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  

s o c i a l  l i f e .  The ch an g e s  came in  s p i t e  o f  D r .  Samuel 

J o h n s o n ,w h o , to  a  v e r y  g r e a t  e x t e n t , r e s e n t e d  c h a n g e ,a n d  

by h i s  p e r s o n a l  f o r c e  and i n f l u e n c e  d e la y e d  l i t e r a r y  

r e v o l u t i o n .  He i s  t y p i c a l  o f  th e  new on ly  i n  th e  i n ­

t e r e s t  r o u s e d  by h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y .  H is  o d d i t y , h i s  v i o l ­

e n c e , h i s  e c c e n t r i c i t i e s , a p p e a l e d  more t o  h i s  t im e  th a n  

th e y  would to  th e  age o f  P ope . H aving  f o u g h t  h i s  way 

up from  p o v e r ty  th r o u g h  h a r d s h i p  and  s t r u g g l e , J o h n s o n  

n e v e r  l o s t  th e  m arks o f  th e  s t r u g g l e .  H is  n a t u r a l  awk­

w a rd n e s s  and  u n g a i n l i n e s s  w ere  e x a g g e r a t e d  by w an t  and  

h a r d  w ork . He v/as n a r ro w - m in d e d ,n o t  from  s m a l ln e s s  o f  

v i s i o n , b u t  f rom  d e p th  and  f o r c e  o f  c o n v i c t i o n .  He was 

a  r o y a l i s t  and  a man o f  u n r e a s o n in g  f a i t h , e v e n  o f  s u p e r ­

s t i t i o n .  N e v e r t h e l e s s , h e  was an i n t e r e s t i n g  man,who drew



o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  men t o  h im . Jo h n so n  l i v e s  t o d a y ,

n o t  a s  a  w r i t e r , b u t  a s  th e  f r i e n d  o f  many

famous w r i t e r s  and  men a b o u t  

tow n. A ls o ,h e  l i v e s  to d a y  by 

w hat Jam es B o s w e l l , h i s  

b i o g r a p h e r ,w r o te  a b o u t  

h im . B osw ell  was t o  

Johnson  w ha t “D r.W at­

son* was to  S h e r lo c k  

H o lm e s - - - a  s a t e l l i t e  

arid f a i t h f u l  c h r o n i c l e r .  

B osw ell  and  J o h n s o n , in  

p a r t n e r s h i p , c r e a t e d  one 

o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  w orks o f  

th e  E ig h t e e n t h  c e n ­

t u r y  , Bos v/e 1 1 ' s L i f e  o f  

J o h n s o n .

The b u r l #  f i g u r e  o f  Jo h n so n ,  

b o rn  t o  g r a p p le  w i th  whole 

l i b r a r i e s , h i s  A t l a n t e a n  

s h o u ld e r s  a l i t t l e  s to o p e d  

( a s  u n d e r  th e  b u rd en  o f  h i s  

t i m e s ) i s  th e  d o m inan t f i g u r e  

o f  th e  c e n t u r y - — p a i n t e d  on 

s e v e r a l  c a n v a s e s  by h i s  good 

f r i e n d , S i r  Jo s h u a  R e y n o ld s ,  

th e  f i r s t  P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  

R o y a l Academy. The g r e a t  

D o c t o r ' s  dynamic g e n iu s  was



im p a r te d  th ro u g h  h i s  w r i t i n g s ,

b u t  more v i g o r o u s l y  th ro u g h  h i s  

c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a t  th e  m e e t in g s  

o f  th e  Jo h n so n  C l u b ,o r  a t  p a r t i e s  

i n  th e  homes o f  s i r  Jo sh u a  Rey­

n o ld s  and  D r . C h a r le s  B u rney .

The D o c to r  had  

" 'e n e r g i s i n g 11, c l a r i f y i n g  

r a i s i n g  to  t h e i r  h i g h e s t  p o ­

t e n t i a l ,  t h e  p o e t i c  im a g in ­

a t i o n  o f  h i s  g i f t e d  f r i e n d s  

D o u b t l e s s ,h e  h a d  a p a r t  i n  

a n im a t i n g  th e  work o f  S i r  

J o s h u a  the  p a i n t e r , o f  D avid  

G a r r i c k  th e

G o ld sm ith  th e  p o e t .  Even 

Burke th e  p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n ,  

young  S h e r id a n  th e  d r a m a t i s t ,

j-varrr*- Uxê  
h (nAZastst
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i s t , f e l t  i n s p i r e d  by J o h n s o n 's  

c o n v e r s a t i o n s , w h i c h . th e  f a i t h  

f u l  B osw ell  d e c l a r e d  r o u s e d  him 

t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  p i t c h ' .

Prom 1747 o n , f o r  e i g h t  y e a r s , J o h n s o n  w ro te  e s s a y s  i n

h o t  h a s t e , n o t  e n jo y in g  i t , f o r  a l i v i n g .  A t th e  same tim e  he  was

engaged  on h i s  fam ous D i c t i o n a r y , w hich

b r o u g h t  r e p u t a t i o n  to  th e  D o c to r  and  added

l u s  t e r  t o  th e  a  ge l

The L i t e r a r y  C lub t h a t  g a th e r e d  a ro u n d



D r. J o h n s o n  was th e  **happy th o u g h t” o f  S i r  J o s h u a .  I t  began 

i n  1764 w i th  n in e  m em bers ,and  in c lu d e d  ( b e s i d e s  Jo h n s o n  and  Rey­

n o ld s  ) B u r k e ,B e a u c le r k ,L a n g to n ,D r  .P e rc y  , and  G o ld sm ith .  We s h a l l

yvirss:
Fe-NE-kOpe

(]3 o o tHBY

(the iv\oa cap

e n d e a v o r , i n  th e  pag es  t h a t  f o l l o w , t o  

say  so m e th in g  a b o u t  e a c h  o f  th e s e  v e ry  

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  members o f  t h e  Jo h n so n  

C i r c l e ,  May we s t a r t  w i th  th e  i n a u g u r a t o r  

o f th e  C l u b - - - - S i r  J o s h u a  R e y n o ld s .

o d o u b t  t h e r e  have  been  

men whose i n t e l l i g e n c e  

was more Mc u r i o u s 1* and 

more a p p r e h e n s iv e ;  and  i t  may

be t h e r e  a r e  some who have  

done b ru sh -w o rk  a s  c lo s e  

t o  f a c t  and  a s  e l o q u e n t  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  th e  c o n d i t ­

io n s  and th e  r u l e s  o f  

p a i n t .  But n o n e , s a y s  

W il l ia m  H e n le y , ’’w h e th e r  

i n  p o r t r a i t u r e  o r  

l a n d s c a p e , h a s  m a in ­

t a i n e d  so  l o f t y  and 

so  im p e r ­

t u r b a b l e  (mean­

i n g  ca lm ,

s e r e n e , i n ­

c a p a b le  of 

b e in g  d i s c o n -



• c e r t e d ) a  l e v e l  o f  e x c e l l e n c e , o r  shown so  

c o n s t a n t  a nd so  e x q u i s i t e  a  r e s p e c t  f o r

d i g n i t y  o f  s t y l e  o'* 

The E n g l i s h , a s  a

L A V m i A ~ |
(o iJN T FSS
JifENC

r u l e , h a v e  r e g a r d e d  

a r t  a s  n o t h in g  i f  

n o t  p e r s o n a l , a n d  

have  v a lu e d  t h e i r  

p a i n t e r s  n o t  a c c o r d ­

in g  to  t h e i r  s p e c i a l
1' " ' W

g i f t s , b u t  a s  “ i n t e r -  ( [ 

es ting** , o r ^ m y s te r io u s 1*, or** engaging** p e r s o n s . 

I t  i s  none th e  l e s s  t r u e  t h a t  S i r  Jo s h u a

Reynolds,w h a te v e r  h i s  p l a c e  i n  th e  a r t  o f
L

E n g la n d ,w a s  a c o n s p ic u o u s  f i g u r e  i n  th e  

a r t  o f th e  w o r ld  b e f o r e  o r s in c e  h i s  d a y . ru^ts-tsr-

I n  th e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y , t h e  f i r s t ]  \ t n ^ i

r e a l  B r i t i s h  s c h o o l  o f  p a i n t e r s  a p p e a re d  

u n d e r  th e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  S i r  J o s h u a ,w h o ,a s

P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e

R o y a l  Academy,won

A 'A-C—

*FACSIMU.P OF Si* J oshua's Handwriting

a t r iu m p h  f o r  B r i t i s h  a r t , p a i n t i n g  h u n d re d s  

o f  p o r t r a i t s  ( “ P o ro u s  f a s h io n -p la te s * *  a c c o r d ­

in g  to  some a r t - c r i t i c s l ) w i t h  a r i c h  c o l o r i n g  

and  d i g n i t y  t h a t  won p o p u la r  a p p r o v a l .  S i r  

J o s h u a ^  lo v e  o f  c o l o r  was e v i d e n t  i n  h i s

u se  of b r i l l i a n t  and  f u g i t i v e  p ig m e n ts ----

w hich  a c c o u n ts  f o r  th e  decay  o f  many o f  h i s  

b e s t  w o rk s .  He u se d  to  say  j e s t i n g l y  t h a t

V



i t

he '"came o f f  w i t h  f l y i n g  co lo rs '*  I A t h i s  g ra n d  h ouse  i n  L e i c e s ­

t e r  F i e l d s , S i r  Jo sh u a  o f t e n  e n t e r t a i n e d  num erous g a t h e r i n g s  o f  

l i t e r a r y  and  a r t i s t i c  f r i e n d s .  M ost o f th e  l e a d e r s  o f  r a n k  and

7

d e n t  o f  th e  Academy d e l i v e r e d  h i s  l e c t u r e s  on P a i n t i n g .  When i t  

was su p p o sed  t h a t  D r . Johnston had  a s s i s t e d  S i r  J o s h u a  i n  th e  com­

p o s i t i o n  o f  h i s  ^ D is c o u r s e s  on P a i n t i n g " , th e  D o c to r  i n d i g n a n t l y  

d e c l a r e d  t h a t  '" S i r  J o s h u a  R e y n o ld s  would  

a s  soon  g e t  me t o  p a i n t  f o r  him as  w r i t e  

f o r  h im " .  S i r  J o s h u a  d i e d , f u l l  o f  h o n o rs  

and y e a r s , i n  1 7 9 2 ,and was b u r i e d  n e a r  S i r  

C h r i s t o p h e r  Wren i n  S t .  P a u l ' s  C a t h e d r a l .

We s h a l l  sum up t h i s  b r i e f  s k e t c h  o f



th e  Romulus o f  t h e  Jo h n so n  C lu b (so  Mrs T h ra le  s a i d  D r.

c a l l e d  S i r n o l d s ) , w i t h  O l i v e r  G o ld s m i th 's  t r i b u t e :

e r e  R ey n o ld s  i s  l a i d , a n d , t o  t e l l  you  my m ind ,
" e  h a s  n o t  l e f t  a w i s e r  o r b e t t e r  b e h in d ,  

i s  p e n c i l  was s t r i k i n g , r e s i s t l e s s , a n d  g ra n d :  
i s  m anners  w ere  g e n t i e , c o m p ly i n g ,a n d  b la n d ;  
n  to  im prove us i n  e v e ry  p a r t ,

H is p e n c i l  ou r  f a c e s , h i s  m anners  our h e a r t .
To coxcombs a v e r s e , y e t  m ost  c i v i l l y  s t e e r i n g ,
When th e y  ju d g e d  w i th o u t  s k i l l  he  was s t i l l  h a r d

of h e a r in g ' .
When th ey  t a l k e d  of t h e i r  R a p h a e l s ,C o r r e g g i o s , a n d  s t u f f  
He s h i f t e d  h i s  t ru m p e t  and  s n l y  to o k  s n u f f .

l i v e r  G o ld sm ith  h ad  j u s t  

won a l i t t l e  n o t i c e  a s  

th e  w r i t e r  o f e s s a y s - — 

a s e r i e s  o f  a d m ira b ly  hum orous 

and p u n g e n t  " C h in e s e  l e t t e r s ' *  

( a f t e r w a r d s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  volume 

a s  "The C i t i z e n  o f  th e  W o r ld " ) ,  

when he made th e  a c q u a in t a n c e

>

of D r. J o h n s o n .  I t  was B ishop  

P e rcy  who a r r a n g e d  f o r  a m e e t ­

in g  of Jo h n so n  and  G o ld sm ith .  

When th e  l e a r n e d  d iv in e  c a l l e d ” a t  D r . J o h n s o n 's  hom e,he f o u n d , t o

r-------------- --------- —— ------------------------------
.Sir  J o s h u a  a t  w o r k  i n  h i s  

* S t u d i o  i n # u m eo i.N \s f i e l d s ' 
(D r . G o l d s m i t h  l o o x s ' o n ) 

___________________________________

h i s  g r e a t  a s t o n i s h m e n t , t h a t  Jo h n so n  was " i n  a m arked  c o n d i t i o n  o f  

s t u d i e d  n e a t n e s s " ---- w i t h o u t  h i s  r u s t y  brown s u i t , o r  s o i l e d  s h i r t ,

o r  u n b u c k le d  s h o e s , o r  unpow dered w ig .  In  f a c t , s a y s  P e r c y ," h e  had

on a new s u i t  o f  c l o t h e s . . . I  c o u ld  n o t  h e lp  i n q u i r i n g  th e  c au se  f o r  

t h i s  sudden  and  s i n g u l a r  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n " .  "Why, s i r " , s a i d  Jo h n s o n ,

I  h e a r  t h a t  G o ldsm ith ,w ho  i s  a v e ry  g r e a t  s l o v e n , j u s t i f i e s  h i s  d i s ­

r e g a r d  o f  c l e a n l i n e s s  and d ecency  by q u o t in g  my p r a c t i c e ; a n d  I  am



D r .  J o k r is o n . , <jolcLsm .itl\_, a.n.<I ^ B o s w e l l  aJi t ( x e - / l it r e ,

XK.2. 7 1 i t r e T w e r n . 1o rv K t.  souES. s ite ,  of f W  *Stret | - w «  X o R r W s  f a y o r & l  
r e p o r t .  V V ^ w = 5 T > q j g D ^  , d £ 3 5 ^

d e s i r o u s  t h i s  n i g h t  t o  show him  a b e t t e r  e x a m p le ." The exam ple was 

n o t  l o s t , a s  th e  e x t r a c t s  from  t a i l o r s '  b i l l s  soon  r e v e a l e d !  But the  

a n e c d o te  o f f e r s  p r o o f  o f th e  i n t e r e s t  a l r e a d y  f e l t  by Jo h n so n  i n  h i s

eyond  a i l  q u e s t io n , " G o ld y " ( a s  Jo h n so n  a f f e c t i o n a t e l y

c a l l e d  G o l d s m i t h ) f i l l e d  a b ig  p l a c e  i n  th e  c i r c l e  o f 

c e l e b r a t e d  x v r i te r s  who su r ro u n d e d  th e  D o c to r .  In  th e
r

o p in io n  o f  D r . J o h n s o n ,G o ld s m i th ' s poems "The T r a v e le r "  and "The 

D e s e r te d  V i l l a g e "  were f i n e r  th a n  a n y th i n g  t h a t  had  a p p e a re d  s in c e  

th e  days  o f  P ope . We g e t  g l im p se s  o f  G o ld s m i th 's  l i f e  a t  s c h o o l 7and 

c o l l e g e , o f  M s  e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  a  vagabond  m u s ic ia n  i n  E u r o p e ,o f  h i s



j
'fi

S-s u c c e s s  and  f a i l u r e  a s  a h a c k - w r i t e r  and b a l l a d i s t  i n  London,

o f  h i s  a t t e m p t s  to  s e t  up in  p r a c t i c e  a s  a m e d ic a l  m an ,and  so f o r t h ---- -

i n  h i s  e s s a y s , poem s,and  i n  p a r t s  o f  h i s  

ch a rm in g  n o v e l , ' ’The V ic a r  o f W a k e f ie ld ’1, 

and  i n  h i s  play**She S to o p s  to  C o n q u e r" .  

H is  im p ro v id en c e  i n  s q u a n d e r in g  h i s  

e a r n i n g s  on b e g g a r s ,o n  e x p e n s iv e  p a r ­

t i e s ,  and  on e x t r a ­

v a g a n t ly  a p p o in t e d  

ro o m s ,a n d  on b r i g h t -  

c o lo r e d  and o s t e n t a t ­

io u s  d r e s s , k e p t  p o o r  

"G oldy" a lw ay s  i nC ro n t )  S M I T H  
L o C
a r b o u r  C o u r t

%rr vLoJl 3 k v:Ok*̂
£ v r -y/ju*r 'jTfusyYiA^A.

d e b t .  One e v e n in g  he gave away h i s  b l a n k e t s  

t o  a woman who t o l d  him a p i t i f u l  t a l e , a n d  

s p e n t  the  n i g h t  s h i v e r i n g  i n  bed  f o r  l a c k  o f  

a d e q u a te  c o v e r i n g .  D u r in g  h i s  l a s t  y e a r s , h e  

som etim es r e c e i v e d  a s  much a s  800 i n  tw e lv e  

m o n th s jb u t  th e  more he e a r n e d , t h e  d e e p e r  he 

p lu n g e d  i n t o  d e b t .  When he d ie d  a t  th e  age 

f o r t y - f i v e , h e  owed 2 , 0 0 0 ; and h i s  f u n e r a l  was a t t e n d e d  by s e v e r a l  

o f  h i s  c r e d i t o r s ’. He was lo v e d  b e ca u se  " e ’ en  h i s  f a i l i n g s  l e a n e d  

t o  v i r t u e ' s  s i d e " .  I n  h i s  b ig  w ay ,D r .  Jo h n so n  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  “ Goldy"



<lS Johnson. 
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“w ro te  l i k e  an  a n g e l , a n d  t a l k e d  l i k e  

p o o r  P o l l* ' .  A t once c u r i o u s l y  e l u ­

s iv e  and  i n t i m a t e , ttG oldyH e n d e a re d  

h i m s e l f  t o  a h o s t  o f  f r i e n d s  who

JIB w ere  e v e r  w i l l i n g  to  /.

c u l t y  and  ano

t h e r



G o ld s m i th 's  l i t e r a r y  power l i e s  i n  t h e  com bined charm  

o f  h i s  s t y l e  and th e  warmth o f  h i s  h e a r t .  O bserve 

i n  th e  f o l l o w i n g  p a s sa g e  w i th  w hat an He x q u i s i t e  a r t  

o f  a r t l e s s n e s s ” th e  p e r s o n a l  f e e l i n g  an d  human p a th o s

ough p o o r  th e  p e a s a n t ' s  h u t , h i s  f e a s t s  though
s m a l l ,

He s e e s  h i s  l i t t l e  l o t  th e  l o t  o f  a l l ;
, S ees  no c o n t ig u o u s  p a la c e  r e a r  i t s  head  J To shame th e  m eanness o f  h i s  humble sh e d ;

Ho c o s t l y  l o r d  th e  sum ptuous b a n q u e t  d e a l  
To make him l o a t h e  h i s  v e g e t a b l e  m ea l;
But c a lm ,a n d  b re d  i n  ig n o r a n c e  and  t o i l ,
Each w ish  c o n t r a c t i n g , f i t s  him to  th e  s o i l .
C h e e r f i i l  a t  morn he wakes from  s h o r t  r e p o s e ,
B r e a s t s  th e  keen  a i r , a n d  c a r o l s  a s  he  g o e s ;
W ith  p a t i e n t  a n g le  t r o l l s  th e  f i n n y  d eep ;
Or d r i v e s  h i s  v e n tu r o u s  p lo u g h - s h a r e  t o  th e  s t e e p ;
Or s e e k s  th e  den  where s n o w - t r a c k s  m ark the  way,
And d r a g s  th e  s t r u g g l i n g  sav ag e  i n t o  day .
A t n i g h t  r e  t u r n i n g , e v e r y  l a b o r  sp e d ,
He s i t s  him down th e  m onarch o f  a sh e d ;
S m ile s  by h i s  c h e e r f u l  f i r e , a n d  ro u n d  s u rv e y s
H is  c h i l d r e n ' s  lo o k s  t h a t  b r i g h t e n  a t  th e  b l a z e ----
W hile h i s  lo v e d  p a r t n e r , b o a s t f u l  o f  h e r  h o a rd ,
D i s p l a y s  h e r  c l e a n l y  p l a t t e r  on th e  b o a rd :
And happily to o  some p i l g r i m ,  t h i t h e r  l e d ,
W ith  many?- a t a l e  r e p a y s  th e  n i g h t l y  b e d .

D r . Jo h n so n  saw so m e th in g  o f  th e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  o f  G o ld s m i th 's  

.u s ,a n d  i n  th e  e p i t a p h  he w ro te  f o r  G o ld s m i th 's  m em oria l  t a b ­

l e t  i n  W e s t m in s t e r , e x p r e s s e d  th e  s e n t im e n t  i n  L a t in ; " n u l lu m  quod

t e t i g i t  non o r n a v i t '* ---- ‘he to u c h e d  none t h a t  he d id  n o t  a d o r n .

When t h i s  g r e a t l y - l o v e d  member o f  th e  Jo h n so n  C lub d i e d  i n  

1 7 7 4 , i n  h i s  Temple Chambers i n  Buck C o u r t , t h e  news came t o  S i r  

J o s h u a  R e y n o ld s ,w h o  p u t  a s i d e  h i s  b r u s h e s  f o r  th e  d a y ,a n d  t o  

Edmund B urke ,w ho b u r s t  i n t o  t e a r s .  T o d a y ,G o ld s m i th 's  g r a v e ­

s to n e  i n  th e  Temple i s  v i s i t e d  by l o v e r s  o f  h i s  d e l i g h t f u l  

» e s s a y s  and  poems and n o v e l ,w h ic h  c o n t in u e  to  be a so u rc e  o f

th e  I r i s h  p a r t  o f  th e  Jo h n so n  c i r c l e .  They

much g e n t l e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .

G o ld sm ith  and  Edmund B u r k e , th e  b r i l l i a n t  Whig l e a d e r ,w e r e

a lw a y s  lo o k e d  upon a s
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were c o n te m p o r a r ie s  a t  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e ,D u b l i n .  

H o w e v e r , in  p e r s o n a l  q u a l i t y  and m in d , th e y  were 

p o l e s  a p a r t .  G o ld s m i th ’ s t a l k  o f t e n  f l a s h e d  w i t ,  

b u t , a s  Jo h n so n  re m a rk e d ,h e  w en t on w i t h o u t  know­

in g  how to  g e t  o f f .  B u r k e 's  t a l k  f lo w ed  i n  a  p e r ­

p e t u a l  s t r e a m , t h e  e b u l l i t i o n  o f  a  f u l l  m indI Once 

in  i l l n e s s  Jo h n so n  s a i d  t h a t  Burke c a l l e d  f o r t h  

a l l  h i s  po w ers :  "Were I  to  se e  Burke now i t  w ould  

k i l l  m e" . In  g e n e r a l  Jo h n so n  h a te d  " v i l e  W higs" , 

and  s a i d  t h a t  th e  f i r s t  Whig was th e  D e v i l .  Y e t  

he  lo v e d  Burke who was a Whig th ro u g h  and th r o u g h .

**I c a n  l i v e  v e r y  w e l l  w i th  B urke j  I  lo v e  h i s  know­

l e d g e , h i s  g e n i u s , h i s  d i f f u s i o n , a n d  a f f l u e n c e  o f  

c o n v e r s a t i o n " , s a i d  th e  o ld  l e x i c o g r a p h e r .

Burke was o f  g r e a t e r  m e n ta l  s t a t u r e  th a n  m ere 

t a l k e r , o r  o r a t o r , s t a t e s m a n , p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h e r ,  

o r  c r i t i c .  So h i s  a c q u a in t a n c e s  fo und  h im ; and  so  

he  seems i n  a l l  h i s  w r i t i n g s .  H is  c h i v a l r i c  s o u l  was 

e v e r  eng ag ed  i n  th e  b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  o p p r e s s io n  and  

i n j u s t i c e -----on b e h a l f  o f  I r e l a n d , t h e  A m erican  c o lo n ­

i e s , E n g l i s h  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  f r e e d o m ,e x p l o i t e d  I n d i a ,  

and  a g a i n s t  th e  v i o l e n t  ty r a n n y  o f  th e  mob w hich  

he d i s c e r n e d  in  th e  fVench R e v o l u t i o n .  The same 

g ran d  i d e a s  u n d e r l i e  a l l  h i s  w ork . Read h i s  s c h o o l -  

worn s p e e c h  On C o n c i l i a t i o n , o r  h i s  s p e e c h e s  on th e  

m isdem eanours  o f  W arren H a s t in g s  i n  I n d i a .  He i s  

lo v e d  to d a y  f o r  th e  same i d e a s  t h a t  Jo h n so n  lo v e d  

in  him---- Burke teem s w i th  p r a c t i c a l  and  s o l i d  w i s ­

d o m ,p u ls in g  w i th  an  e a r n e s t n e s s  and  e m o tio n  t h a t  

r e i n f o r c e  th e  t r u t h .



I s o  i n  th e  c i r c l e  o f

w i th  D r. Jo h n so n  was Edward 

G ib b o n , th e  fam ous h i s t o r i a n  

o f  th e  ” D ec l i n e  and  P a l l  o f  

th e  Roman E m pire” , t h e  f i r s t  

volume o f  w hich  a p p e a re d  i n

oil anv̂tficJ OJK (ir̂kr/tflCZcârO 
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dem and ,and  th e  b o o k s e l l e r ' s  p r o p e r t y  
was tw ic e  in v a d e d  by th e  p i r a t e s  o f  
D u b l in .  My book was on e v e ry  t a b l e  
and a lm o s t  on e v e r y  t o i l e t t e ;  th e  
h i s t o r i a n  was crow ned by th e  t a s t e  o r 
f a s h i o n  o f  th e  d a y ;n o r  was th e  g e n e r a l  
v o i c e  d i s t u r b e d  by th e  b a r k i n g  o f  any 
" 'p ro fa n e ” c r i t i c .

1787 . Up t o  t h i s  tim e H i s t o r y  h a d

been  r e g a r d e d  by E n g l i s h  w r i t e r s

m e re ly  a s  th e  s u p e r f i c i a l  s t o r y

o f  n a t i o n s .  The h i s t o r i a n  t o l d  a b o u t  

"*wh.at h a p p en e d ” . He m i g h t , i f  i n s p i r e d ,

1776. S ays Gibbon a b o u t  h i s  

im m edia te  t r iu m p h :

The f i n a l  volume was c o m p le te d  i n

The f i r s t  
im p r e s s io n  
was e x h a u s t ­
ed  in  a few 
day s ; a 
se co n d  and  
t h i r d  e d i t i o n  
was s c a r c e ­

ly  a d e q u a te  
t o  the

d e c o r a t e  th e  t a l e  a b i t  w i th  some p o e t i c  

w r i t i n g .  Or he  m ig h t  ev en  i n v e n t  some 

n o b le  s p e e c h e s  f o r  h i s  h e r o e s , a n d  f a b r i -
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c a t e  a few f o l k  t a l e s  a b o u t  

th e  v i l l a i n s  and  h e r o e s .  But 

w i th  Gibbon i t  was d i f f e r e n t .  

In  h i s  s t o r y  o f  t h e  Roman Em­

p i r e , h e  a t t e m p te d  t o  combine 

th o ro u g h n e s s  and a c c u ra c y  w i th  

th e  power t o  hammer o u t  the  

f a c t s  i n t o  a c o n n e c te d  c h a in  

o f  e p i s o d e s  and  m ovem ents. 

A ls o ,h e  e x e r c i s e d  a l i t e r a r y  

g i f t  w hich  f u s e d  th e  whole t o ­

g e t h e r  i n t o  a l i v i n g  work o f  

l i t e r a t u r e .  ' " P le a s a n t  i t  i s rt, 

sa y s  th e  r e a d e r  " t o  r e v ie w  

w i th  Gibbon th e  m a tc h le s s  

a lo n g  on th e  s o f t  u p h o l s t e r y  o ff a d i n g  p a g e a n t  of R om e,borne  sm ooth ly  

h i s  L a t i n i z e d  d i c t i o n . . . . 1' Edward G ib b o n 's  l i f e  h a s  th e  s i m p l i c i t y  

o f  an  e p i c .  H is  work was t o  w r i t e  h i s  h i s t o r y .  N o th in g  e l s e  was a l l o w ­

ed  t o  r o b  t h i s  i d e a  of i t s  m a j e s t y .  I t  h a s  I f  

been  w i t t i l y  s a i d  o f him t h a t  he came a t  

l a s t  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  he was th e  Roman Em- h 

p i r e , o r , a t  a l l  e v e n t s , s o m e t h i n g  e q u a l ly  

m a j e s t i c  and  im p o s in g !  H aving  w r i t t e n  a 

m a g n i f i c e n t  h i s t o r y  of th e  Roman E m pire , 

he  f e l t  t h a t  he s h o u ld  w r i t e  th e  h i s t o r y  

o f  th e  h i s t o r i a n !  A c c o rd in g ly  we have h i s  

A u to b io g ra p h y .  These two im m o rta l  w orks , 

s a y s  A u g u s t in  B i r r e l l , a c t  and  r e a c t  upon 

one a n o t h e r : t h e  h i s t o r i a n  se n d s  u s  t o  h£s

J



a u t o b i o g r a p h y ,a n d  th e  a u to b io g r a p h y  se n d s  us  t o  th e  h i s t o r y " .

A f t e r  th e  d e a th  of h i s  f a t h e r  i n  1 7 7 0 ,Gibbon came i n t o  p o s s e s s i o n

of a m o d e ra te  e s t a t e , a n d  he e s t a b -  

l i s h e d  h i m s e l f  i n  London. H is  c i r ­

c l e  o f f r i e n d s  em braced  n e a r l y  a l l  

th e  e m in e n t  men o f  h i s  d a y .  S i r  

Jo s h u a  R ey n o ld s  p a i n t e d  h i s  p o r ­

t r a i t .  He j o in e d  J o h n s o n 's  L i t e r ­

a ry  C l u b ,a l t h o u g h , a s  D r . Jo h n so n  

re m a rk e d ,L o rd s  and  l a d i e s  d o n ' t  l i k e  

h a v in g  t h e i r  m ouths s h u t .  Gibbon 

n e v e r  s h u t  a n y b o d y 's  m o u th ,a n d  i n  

J o h n s o n 's  p r e s e n c e  r a r e l y  opened  

h i s  own. "He i s  such  an am azing

D r . J o r - m s o r i l s  H O U SE  i m B o l T  
-S t r e e t  CO URT, Fleet S treet

u g ly  f e l l o w " , s a i d  Johnson ,w ho  

| o b j e c t e d  to  th e  l i t t l e , f a t , p u c k e r ­

f a c e d  m a n n ik in ,w i th  a h o le  f o r  a * I

m o u th , to o  e l e g a n t  of r a im e n t  and m a n n e rs .  Gibbon,who was c o n s t a n t l y  

t a p p i n g  h i s  s n u f f - b o x ,n e r v o u s l y

c o n s c io u s  o f  fame, i r r i t a t e d  the  

D o c to r  no e n d .  "The f e l l o w  p o i ­

so n s  th e  w hole c lu b  to  m e " , c r i e s  

th e  D o c t o r , a l t h o u g h  he knew v e ry  

w e l l  t h a t  G ibbon was a c c o u n te d  

" a  p o p u l a r  member o f  th e  c l u b " .  

B osw ell  o b s e r v e s  t h a t  "M r.G ibbon , 

w i t h  h i s  u s u a l  s n e e r " , c o n t r o v e r t e d

J  U&Ju, 2* lr*~ aM***<A. Hu. listTKau* t/̂
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th e  D o c t o r ' s  v ie w s  ;"perhap )^s  i n  r e  se  ntmen t  o f  Jo h n s  o r r h h a v  irig  t a l k -  

ed  w i th  some d i s g u s t  of h i s  u g l i n e s s " , w h i c h ( c o n t i n u e s  B o s w e l l}"one 

w ould  t h i n k  a P h i l o s o p h e r  would n o t  m in d " .  E v i d e n t l y , Gibbon was n o t



a p h i l o s o p h e r l  I n  th e  o p in io n  of A u g u s t in  B i r r e 1 1 , Gibbon was n e i t h e r  

a g r e a t  t h i n k e r  n o r  a g r e a t  man. He h a d  n e i t h e r  l i g h t  n o r  w arm th . T h is  

i s  w h a t , d o u b t l e s s , p rom pted  S i r  Jam es M a c i n t o s h 's  fam ous e x c l a m a t i o n , t h a t

you  m ig h t  scoop  G ib b o n 's  m ind o u t  o f  B u r k e 's  

w i t h o u t  m is s in g  i t .

But we m ust do j u s t i c e  to  th e  e m in e n t  

t o r i a n .  Avowedly Gibbon w ro te  f o r  fam e , 

b u i l t  h i s  " D e c l in e  and  P a l l  o f  th e  Roman 

I r e "  m ean ing  i t  t o  l a s t .  He g o t ^ 6 , 0 0 0  

f o r  w r i t i n g  i t .  The b o o k s e l l e r s  n e t t e d  

I* 6 0 ,0 0 0  by p r i n t i n g  i t .  Gibbon d id  n o t  

m ind . He d id  an h o n e s t  p i e c e  o f  w o rk ,a n d  

he h a s  had  a n o b le  r e w a r d .  Had he a t t e m p te d  

( a s  a p h i l o s o p h e r  m ig h t  a t t e m p t ) t o  know th e  u l t i m a t e  c a u s e s  o f  th e  d e ­

c l i n e  a n d  f a l l ,  o f  th e  Roman E m p ire ,h e  m ust have  f a i l e d , e g r e g i o u s l y , c h i l d —



hen  D o c to r  Jo h n so n  w en t to  

London i n  1737( h a v in g  f a i l e d  

a s  a t e a c h e r  a t  E d i a l , n e a r  

L i c h f i e l d , i n  S t a f f o r d s h i r e ) ,h e  was accom pan ied

by “ th e  on ly  p u p i l s  t h a t  w ere  p u t  u n d e r  h i s  c a r e 11-----D avid  G a r r ic k

and  h i s  b r o t h e r , G e o rg e . The D o c to r  and  D avid  G a r r i c k , i t  i s  p l e a s ­

a n t  t o  b e l i e v e , re m a in e d  t r u e  f r i e n d s , though  J o h n s o n 's  o u ts p o k e n n e s s  

was som etim es h a r d  f o r  "Davy'1 to  b e a r .  I n  t i m e ,G a r r i c k  became one 

o f  th e  c e l e b r a t e d  a c t o r s  o f  th e  c e n t u r y .  When B o sw ell  spoke o f  

G a r r i c k  “ a ssu m in g  th e  a i r s  o f a g r e a t  man” , Jo h n so n  d e n ie d  i t .  " I t  

i s  w o n d e r fu l  how l i t t l e  he a ssu m e s— ortunam  r e v e r e n t e r  h a b e t “ ;

ia r m

acn rrLC
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- i s h l y .  “ He a b a te d  h i s  p r e t e n s i o n s  a s  

a p h i lo s o p h e r ,w a s  c o n t e n t  to  a t t e m p t  some 

p i c t u r e  o f  th e  t h i n g  a c t e d - - - o f  th e  g r e a t  

p a g e a n t  o f h i s t o r y - - - a n d  su c c e e d e d ” . So 

much f o r  G ibbon,w ho, t a p p in g  h i s  snuff**box, 

t u r n e d  t o  a l a d y  who knew D r. Jo h n so n  w e l l ,  

and  s a i d : ” D o n ' t  you  th in k ,M a d a m ,( lo o k in g  

to w ard s  J o h n s o n ) t h a t  among a l l  y o u r  

a c q u a i n t a n c e , you c o u ld  f i n d  one 

e x c e p t i o n ”' ( to  th e  r u l e  t h a t  

“ e v e ry  man o f  any e d u c a t i o n  

would r a t h e r  be c a l l e d  a r a s ­

c a l ,  t h a n  be a c c u s e d  o f  d e ­

f i c i e n c y  i n  th e  g r a c e s ” )?” The

T i  rxe

l a d y , so  we a r e  in fo rm e d  by 

B o s w e l l , s m i le d  and  seemed to  

a c q u i e s c e .

and  th e  D o c to r  w e n t  on to  sp e a k  of G a r r i c k ' s  t e m p t a t io n  by th e



m

C e i T U M E 1 ON T H E  S T A G E  AT 
T H E  E.TID OF T > te  C E N T U R Y ,

a p p la u s e  of th e  w o r ld  w hich  

accom pan ied  th e  a c t o r  e v e r y ­

w h e re ,  and how l i t t l e  he was 

s p o i l e d  by i t .  l,He h a s  made 

a p l a y e r  a h i g h e r  c h a r a c t e r 1*, 

c o n t in u e d  Jo h n so n ;  "he h a s  

g iv e n  away more m oney th a n  

any man i n  E n g la n d " . Such 

we may ta k e  t o  be t h e  g r e a t  

m o r a l i s t ' s  o p in io n  o f  h i s  

l i f e - l o n g  f r i e n d .  B ut t h i s  

o p in io n  was tem p ere d  o c c a s i o n ­

a l l y  by a c e r t a i n  co n tem p t f o r ,

\l o r  m i s t r u s t  o f ,  th e  t h e a t r i c a l  

It p r o f e s s i o n .

t£ >

h e re  was some j u s t i ­

f i c a t i o n  f o r  D r. J o h n ­

son* s ^ i s  t r u s t  o f  th e  p l a y ­

h o u se  and  th e  a c t i n g  p r o ­

f e s s i o n  o f  h i s  d a y .  The 

M idd lesex  Grand J u r y , c o n v e n in g  

J l  a t  th e  o p e n in g  of th e  c e n t u r y ,  

fo u n d  l i t t l e  b u t  condem nation  

f f o r  t h e  T h e a t e r .  "The p lajrg  

w hich  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  a c t e d  i n  

th e  p l a y - h o u s e s  i n  D rury  Lane 

L in c o ln  In n  P ie  I d s " , d e c l a r e d  th e  J u r y ,

" a r e  f u l l  o f p r o p h a n e , i r r e v e r e n t , l e w d , i n d e c e n t , a n d  im m oral e x p r e s s i o n s ,



7 7I r _ r  /  /
and  te n d  to  th e  g r e a t  d i s p l e a s u r e  o f A lm ighty  God,and to  th e  c o r r u p t ­

io n  o f  th e  a u d i t o r y  d o th  i n  t h e i r  p r i n c i p l e s  and  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e s . '*

Prom th e  p u l p i t  and  

p r e s s  came o c c a s i o n a l  

e x p l a n a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  

th e  im m o ra l i ty  and  o b ­

s c e n i t y  o f  th e  s t a g e .

A m id - c e n tu r y  c r i t i c  

may have se en  some 

im p r o v e m e n t , f o r  he 

o b j e c t e d  to  th e  t h e a t e r  

o n ly  on th e  g round  t h a t  i t s  

e n t e r t a i n m e n t  was “ p i f f l i n g 1* 

and to o  t r i f l i n g  to  g iv e  con­

s t r u c t i v e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  th e  a u d ­

i e n c e  .

In  m a i n t a i n i n g  a c l e a n  s t a g e  

th e  c e l e b r a t e d  a c t r e s s e s  o f  

th e  day m ust s h a r e  th e  c r e d i t ,  

G a r r i c k ' s  l e a d i n g  l a d i e s ,  

su c h  a s  M rs . C l iv e  and  M rs. 

A b in g to n  and Peg W o ff in g -  

on,som e s l i g h t  t r i b u t e  i s  due 

f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  a c e r t a i n  e x ­

c e l l e n c e  i n  t h e i r  w ork .

On t h i s  page we have ta k e n
Q c

I V  7 o n e  op 

l a d i e s  —
■ fa m o u s  - f o r  R e r  B e-d-atij- <xn.cL R e r  
s R i l l  i r l  sSU-cfo d if fe re n t  p a r t s  aS 
E k o s e  o f  n o b l e -  l a d l t e s ,  R o m e  by 
g o ^ S tp S  a n d  d a s  R i n g  m i n x e s .

th e  l i b e r t y  o f  r e p r o d u c i n g  th e  

p o r t r a i t  s k e t c h  o f  th e  b e a u t i ­

f u l  Peg W o f f in g to n ,a n d  on th e  

n e x t  s k e t c h e s  o f  th e  g r e a t



s t a r  o f  th e  E ig h t e e n t h  c e n tu ry  stag*

M rs. S id d o n s ,w h o  a c h ie v e d  a s u c c e s s  on

th e  London s t a g e  a s  s e n s a t i o n a l  a s  t h a t

o f  D av id  G a r r i c k  h i m s e l f .  S i r  Jo sh u a

R e y n o ld s 's  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f M rs.

S id d o n s  a s  th e  T r a g ic  Muse g iv e s

us  some i d e a  o f  th e  h ig h  e s te e m  i n |

w hich  h e r  c o n te m p o r a r ie s  h e l d  h e r .

G a in s b o r o u g h 's  p o r t r a i t  i l l u s t r a t e s

th e  f a c t  t h a t  M rs. S id d o n s  was a b e a u t i f u l  woman

a s  w e l l  a s  a g r e a t  a c t r e s s .  She was th e  d e l i g h t  o f  p o r t r a i t - p a i n t e r s .

D r .  Jo h n s o n  r e g a r d e d  M rs . S id d o n s  a s  one o f  th e  r e f i n i n g  i n f l u e n c e s  o f
th e

a-f-Kr tke_ j}a. tn

S ir  7o



at

t im e s .  Lady M acbeth  re m a in e d  

h e r  g r e a t e s t  p a r t ; b u t  she was 

a l s o  e x c e l l e n t  a s  K a th a r in e  i n  

*Henry V I I I " .

Among D avid  G a r r i c k ' s  b e l i e f i c i a  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  th e  t h e a t e r  may 

be i n c l u d e d  th e  r e v i v a l  o f  Shake 

p e a r e ' s  d ram a s ,w h e reb y  he manage 

t o  r i d  t h e  p la y h o u s e s  o f  th e  scan  

d a lo u s  and  "’p i f f l i n g "  dram as of 

an  e a r l i e r  d a y .  The r i s i n g  middle- 

c l a s s  f o l k  a p p r e c i a t e d  "As You 

L ike  I t " , t h e  "M erry  Wives o f  Wind­

s o r " , a n d  "a W i n t e r ' s  T a l e " , a n d  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  was p a id  to  c o r r e c t  

Cos turn ing  o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s .  I n " O th e l lo "  , f  o r  ex am p le ,  th e  h e ro

a p p e a re d  a s  a g e n e r a l  i n  th e  r e g i m e n t a l  

s u i t  o f  th e  K in g 's  G uard . F irs . S id d o n s  

l a y e d  Lady M acbeth  i n  a hoop s k i r t  e i g h t  

s i n  c i r c u m f e r e n c e !

D r .  Jo h n so n  who assum ed q u i t e  a p r o ­

p r i e t a r y  a i r  to w a rd s  G a r r i c k , s p o k e  o f  

him a s  " t h e  f i r s t  man i n  th e  w o r ld  

f o r  s p r i g h t l y  c o n v e r s a t i o n " . In  a l l  

r e s p e c t s , G a r r i c k  was a g r e a t  p u b l i c  

f i g u r e , t o  whom much i d  due f o r  r a i s ­

in g  th e  s o c i a l  s t a n d i n g  o f  th e  a c t o r ' s  

c a l l i n g .

SPRANOER BARRY jv,rer rfdSSITER- 
,N THE sALComr s c e n e  o E ^ n e o  J u l i e t .

I n  h i s  poem “R e t a l i a t i o n " , G o ld sm ith



d e s c r i b e d  G ar­

r i c k  a s  11 an  

a b r id g e m e n t

o/rxLq e . t c u td c d o

f^/liclja. tx J i/y ^ r i Tu>i&ju7^eytido.n^c
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* n u i ~pa.cpe o Tl rstr Edt tion.

of a l l  t h a t

was p l e a s ­

a n t  i n  man'8?.

As an  a .c to r ,  
c o n f e s t  w i th  
o u t  r i v a l  to
s h i n e ;

A s  a w i t , i f  n 
f i r s t , i n  th e  
v e ry  f i r s t  
l i n e  .

Y e t  h i s  
t a l e n t s  
l i k e  th e s  
and  an 
e x c e l l e n  

- h e a r t ,
The man 

he d h i  
f a i l ­
i n g s ,  
a du 
to  h 
a r t ;

On th e  s t a g e  he  was n a t u r a l , s i m p l e
a f f e c t i n g ----

' Twas on ly  t h a t  when he was o f f  he
was a c t i n g !

icKanl 

t r t d c L T ^ )

\ LAFTER THE" 
Po r t r a i t  by  
G  A i r f  5  B 0R 01T 611

D avid  G a r r i c k  was su c c e e d e d  a s  m anager and  p r o p r i e t o r  o f  Drury Lane

T h e a te r  by R ic h a r d  B r i n s l e y  S h e r i d a n .  In  th e  s p r i n g  o f  I  7 7 , D r . J o h n ­

son  p r o p o s e d  S h e r i d a n ' s  name to  m em bership  i n  th e  C lu b ,a s  "one who had  

w r i t t e n  th e  two b e s t  com edies  o f  th e  s t a g e " .  These were "The R iv a l s " a n d

th e  f i r s t  com ic o p e ra  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  t u n e s ( t h e  p r o g e n i t o r  ox G i l b e r t

and  S u l l i v a n ) c a l l e d  "The D uenna". P e rh a p s  b y " b e s t "  Johnson  m ean t 

s u c c e s s f u l .  I n  1 7 8 0 ,S h e r id a n  e n t e r e d  P a r l i a m e n t .  W ith  B u rk e ,h e  was 

th e  c h i e f  o rnam en t a t  th e  t r i a l  of W arren  H a s t i n g s , a n d  he was h a i l e d

a s  one o f  th e  g r e a t  o r a t o r s  i n  an  age o f  many f i n e  s p e e c h e s .



ons

mong th e  s e v e r a l  l i t e r a r y  men 

who r e c e i v e d  h e l p  and  e n c o u r a g e -

n t  from  D r. Jo h n so n ,w a s  George 

C r a b b e , th e  S u f f o l k  p o e t .  B o sw e ll  in fo rm s  

us t h a t  i n  1 7 8 3 , th e  D o c to r  “ r e v i s e d  G r a b b 's  

a d m ira b le  poem ,"The V i l l a g e " , a n d  to o k  the' 

t r o u b l e  " n o t  on ly  t o  s u g g e s t  s l i g h t  c o r r e c t -  

and  v a r i a t i o n s , b u t  to  f u r n i s h  some 

when he th o u g h t  t h a t  he c o u ld  g iv e  

e w r i t e r ’ s m ean ing  b e t t e r  th a n  i n  th e  w ords o f  

th e  m a n u s c r i p t " .  Grabbe w o rk e d - in  a rem ote  com­

m u n i ty ,  f i r s t  a s  a m e d ic a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r  and  th e n  

a s  a p r e a c h e r , a n d  o u t  o f  th e  s o r d i d ,d i s m a l ,h u m ­

drum, f o r g o t t e n  c o r n e r  o f  th e  s e a c o a s t  v i l l a g e  o f
\
iA ld e b u rg h  i n  S u f f o l k ,h e  d e r i v e d  a s t o r e  o f  e x p e r -

e s , c h a r a c t e r s  and  t a l e s  w h ich  were th e  r e v e r s e  

o f th e  i d e a l i s t i c  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  G o ld s m i th 's  

s e r t e d  V i l l a g e " .  Grabbe d e c l i n e d  to  f o l io ? /  

tn e  r a s n i o n  o r  sp e ax x n g  x d e a l i s t i c a l l y  o f r u r a l  l i f e .  He says*
____

, , /y.------ „ -
6 yu £ i UltuCJL-

O^ru^ivj 'VerCuyyy^ Q& 
(ItC i mtxrrfd. 1rirr^i asr/d.

ACjL

s p e c i m e n  OP CpABBE’ S HANbW*ITING.

I  g r a n t  in d e e d  t h a t  f i e l d s  and  f l o c k s  have  charm s 
For him  t h a t  g ra z e  s a o r  f  him] t h a t  f a r m s ;
B ut when amid such  p l e a s i n g  s c e n e s  I  t r a c e  
The p o o r  l a b o r i o u s  n a t i v e s  o f the  p l a c e .

it it it  it

Then s h a l l  I  d a re  t h e s e  r e a l  i l l s  to  h id e  
I n  t i n s e l  t r a p p i n g s  o f  p o e t i c  p r i d e ?

In  t h i s  s p i r i t  he d e s c r i b e s  th e  b a r r e n  c o a s t , t h e

o f  the  s m u g g le r , th e  community o f

A b o ld  and  a r t f u l , s u r l y , sav ag e  r a c e ,
Who o n ly  s k i l l e d  t o  ta k e  th e  f i n n y  t r i b e ,
The y e a r l y  d i n n e r , o r  s e p t e n n i a l  b r i b e ;
W ait  on th e  s h o r e , a n d , a s  th e  waves ru n  h i g h ,
On th e  t o s s e d  v e s s e l  bend t h e i r  e a g e r  e y e ,
Which t o  th e  c o a s t  d i r e c t s  i t s  v e n tu r o i i s  way, 
T h e i r s , o r  th e  o c e a n 's  m i s e r a b l e  p r e y .

/L
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George C rabbe i s  th e  g r e a t  r e a l i s t  o f  E n g l i s h  p o e t r y .  H is  s u b j e c t s ,  

t a k e n  m a in ly  from  th e  l i f e  o f t h e  m id d le  and  lo w er  c l a s s e s , a r e  p r e ­

s e n t e d  w i th  an  uncom prom is ing  a d h e re n c e  t o  v i s i b l e  t r u t h .  " I  p a i n t

th e  c o t , a s  t r u t h  w i l l  p a i n t  i t , a n d  

a s  b a r d s  w i l l  n o t " , s a y s  h e .  H is  r e ­

a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  th e  p o e t i c  f a l s i f i ­

c a t i o n  o f  l i f e  c a r r i e d  h im ,h o w e v e r ,  

t o  th e  o p p o s i t e  e x t r e m e .  He d w e l ls  

to o  much upon th e  d a rk  and  s o r d i d  

a s p e c t s  of human n a t u r e .

I t  was u n d e r  th e  g e n i a l  p a t r o n a g e  

o f  Edmund Burke t h a t  Crabbe made the  

a c q u a in t a n c e  of D r. J o h n s o n ,S i r  J o s h u a  

n o l d s , a n d  o t h e r s  i n  th e  C i r c l e .

J o h n s o n 's  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  

s we have  o b s e r v e d  b e f o r e ,

s t r o n g  w a s tRi-own upon.
Ike. tnJ^a.mou;s conAdton-S in. £n_g,~
L sR  ^risarx.S' by Hxe w ork oj —

J O H tf  HOW ARD, ER.S .jQMOj-
^"reo-besb o £  a l t  p r iso n , r e ­

f o r m e r s ’ a.n-cL joRclan.bfi.roJ o is ts .

Jjih y r e a t  w o rk  'TtfE /SlA TH  O F  
THE* P R IS  OKS wtls £ v r s  b {ow.1- -  
111 5 R e d  ila. ) y " / / ^aund~ £ocu.Sse<i na-u-c-R̂  

aTflen_lrLon_ on. I"1ae_ aLu-5e.s of rU-eJ^cnoX 
”>ijj slre.m. oR t h e  CenHlo-ij

J a m  e s  3 o s :  u a e  l i _
from. Mae |Dorbrat(r Ry 
S ir J oshua T ^ ynoudS. /

t t e d " p e r s o n a l i t y . In  th e  m ain i t  i s  a p e r s o n a l i t y  t r a n s ­

m i t t e d  by means o f  a g r e a t  b io g ra p h y ." H e  

comes down t o  u s  th ro u g h  B o s w e l l " , s a y s  

A u g u s t in  B i r r e l l .

T h a t th e  D o c to r  i s  so  l i v i n g  a f i g u r e  to  

th e  w o r ld  i s  l a r g e l y  due to  h i s  b i o g r a p h e r ,  

Jam es B o s w e l l , th e  son  of a S c o t t i s h  ju d g e ,  

L ord  A u c h in le c k ,w h o se  aim was to  "make h i s  

l i v e " .  To do t h i s ,B o s w e l l  was p r e p a r e d ,  

ik e  a t r u e  a r t i s t , t o  s a c r i f i c e  e v e r y t h i n g .  

The p r o p r i e t i e s  d id  n o t  e x i s t  f o r  h im . He­

m et Jo h n so n  i n  1 7 6 3 ,and  t i l l  h i s  m a s t e r ' s
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J a s W U s d  f l t r v t e M - *

Ut*CA~

d e a t h ,h e  ( "B ozzy1*) 

r e c o r d e d  th e  d e t a i l s  

o f  J o h n s o n 's  d a i l y  

c o n v e r s a t i o n  and  a c t i  

v i t i e s  i n  a m a s t e r ­

p i e c e  o f . f a i t h f u l

p o r t r a i t u r e .  Of c o u rs e ,m e n  w i l l  n e v e r  

a g re e  w h e th e r  B o s w e l l ' s  " L i f e  o f  Jo h n so n 1*

owes more o f  i t s  g r e a t n e s s  t o  i t s  s u b j e c t  

o r  to  i t s  a u t h o r .

Jam es B o sw ell  h a s  been  d e s c r i b e d  

a s  a g e n i a l , n a i v e , v a i n , l a z y , e c c e n ­

t r i c ,  p h i l a n d e r i n g  S co tsm an . A l l  t h i s  

he may h a v e  b e e n .  B ut D r. Jo h n so n  

(who h a d  no g r e a t  l i k i n g  f o r  

S c o t s m e n ) l ik e d  B o sw ell  f rom  th e  

s t a r t .  One deep  i n s t i n c t  r u l e d

B o sw e l l -----a p a s s i o n  f o r  a c q u a in ta n c e

w i t h  g r e a t  men. Thus he em ployed  

e v e ry  s u b t l e  a r t  (a n d  some n o t  

so  s u b t l e ) t o  know Hume,Rou­

s s e a u ,  V o l t a i r e ,  and above a l l  

D r .  Jo h n s o n  and th e  e m in e n t  

members o f h i s  C i r c l e .

Once c l o s e  t o  h i s  g r e a t  

m a n ,B o s w e l l 's  g e n iu s  f o r  

c a l l i n g  o u t  a l l  th e  p e r s o n a l  a s p e c t s  o f  th e  s u b j e c t ' s  m ind i s  r e a l l y  

uncannyJ The b i o g r a p h e r  c o n c e n t r a t e d  h i s  w hole a t t e n t i o n  upon h i s  

i d o l .  When Jo h n so n  spoke h i s  e y e s  g o g g le d  w i th  e a g e r n e s s jh e  " l e a n t
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Walking to^etRer

th e  d o c t o r ’ s s h o u l d e r ” , 

s a y s  Fanny B urney . ”H is  seemed to  l i s t e n  

ven  to  J o h n s o n 's  b r e a t h i n g s  a s  though  

th ey  had  some m y s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ” . As 

a r e s u l t  o f  such  r a p t  a t t e n t i o n , B o s w e l l  was 

a b le  t o  g iv e  us  many a m in u te  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  an  e v e n in g  w i th  

D r. J o h n s o n .

In  1 2 7 3 ,D r. Jo h n so n  w en t 

w i th  B osw ell  t o  th e  H e b r id e s ,  

and  i n  1774 w i t h  Mr. and  M rs. 

T h r a l e s  t o  W a le s .  In  1 7 7 5 , the  

same, f r i e n d s ,  to o k  him  to  F r a n c e .

On h i s  r e t u r n , t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  O xford  c o n f e r r e d  th e  LL.D. 

d e g re e  on h im . I n  th e  autumn 

o f  1 7 8 4 ,a f t e r  a v i s i t  to  L ic h -  

f i e l d ( h i s  b i r t h p l a c e ) , th e  D o c to r  

san k  v e ry  g r a d u a l l y  and  p a s s e d  

away i n  p e r f e c t  s e r e n i t y  on

i -t; — -x—;—-  . - g r   -------December 1 3 , a f t e r  s a y in g ," G o d( J>om  a. la?~t to-Cc-e. by 'Zolv

b l e s s  you,my d e a r , " t o  th e  b e a u t i f u l  M iss  M o rr is ,w h o  came to  b i d  

him  f a r e w e l l .  He was b u r i e d  i n  W e s tm in s te r  A bbey ,and  among th e  

p a l l - b e a r e r s  was Edmund B urke . To th e  end  th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  Samuel 

Jo h n so n  was c o u r a g e o u s , s i n c e r e , and th o ro u g h ly  E n g l i s h .  H is  f r i e n d s  

lo v e d  h i m , i n  s p i t e  o f h i s  p e c u l i a r i t i e s , f o r  h i s  p o s i t i v e  p a s s i o n  o f 

human c h a r i t y .  H is  c o n v e r s a t i o n , f o r m i d a b l e  and  e x h i l e r a t i n g  i n  th e  

e x t r e m e ,w i th  i t s  r a p i d i t y  of m o v e m e n t , i t s  s u r p r i s e s , i t s  s p le n d o u r  o f  

i l l u s t r a t i o n , i t s  w e ig h t  o f a u t h o r i t y , and  i t s  s p a r k l e  o f  hum or,w as 

one o f  th e  m ain  i n t e l l e c t u a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  th e  E ig h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .

j ^ r
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f  t e r  a b o u t  t e n  y e a r s ,  th e  C lub  (so  

im a r e  in fo rm e d  by B o s w e l l )'*i n s t e a d  

o f  su p p in g  w e e k ly ,1* **r e s o l v e d  t o  d in e  t o ­

g e t h e r  once a f o r t n i g h t  d u r i n g  th e  m e e t ­

in g  of P a r l i a m e n t / *  Among th e  new mem­

b e r s  o f  th e  g roup  t h a t  m e t , f i r s t  a t  

P r i n c e ' s  i n  S a c k v i l l e  S t r e e t , t h e n  a t  Le 

T e l l e r ' s  i n  Dover S t r e e t , a n d  a t  P a r s l o e ' s  

i n  S t .  J a m e s 's  S t r e e t  were Thomas W arton 

J  ( t h e  P o e t  L a u r e a t e ) ,  D r . Adam Sm ith  ( t h e

CHARLI 
Bt/RH ETY
f r o m  th e . j f o r tr e c i i  t u .---
~ nalcLs.

a u t h o r  o f  **Wealth o f N ations**);

D r .P e r c y ( B ishop  o f  D rom ore ,and  

a u t h o r  o f th e  " 'R e liq u e s  o f  An­

c i e n t  E n g l i s h  Poetry** ,an  e p o c h -  

m aking  work i n  th e  h i s t o r y  of 

fche ro m a n t ic  m ovem ent) ; D r . C h a r­

l i e s  Burney ( t h e  famous a u t h o r i t y  

on M u s ic ,a n d  f a t h e r  o f  Fanny Bur­

ney th e  n o v e l i s t ) ; and s e v e r a l  

o t h e r  e m in e n t  w r i t e r s , p o l i t i c ­

i a n s ,  d i v i n e s , a n d ---- D r. J o h n s o n 's

fam ous b io g r a p h e r , J a m e s  B o sw e l l .

There  a r e  a number o f  p e r s o n s  

who d id  n o t  b e lo n g  to  th e  C lu b , ^

b u t  they  h a d  a b i g  p l a c e  i n  J o h n s o n 's  c i r c l e .  Among 

t h e s e  a r e  Mr. and Mrs T h r a l e , i n  whose home D r. Jo h n ­

so n  was t r e a t e d  w i th  th e  u tm o s t  r e s p e c t  and  even  

a f f e c t i o n .  Lord C h e s t e r f i e l d ' s  name s h o u ld  be
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m e n tio n e d  among th e  p a t r o n s  who n e g l e c t e d  D r. Jo h n so n  when 

he was s t r u g g l i n g  w i th  h i s  " D ic t io n a r y "  and was i n  need  o f  f i n ­

a n c i a l  and  m o ra l  s u p p o r t .  When th e  

D i c t i o n a r y  was c o m p l e t e d ,C h e s t e r f i e l d  

came i n  w i t h  t a r d y  o f f e r  o f h e l p , a n d  

th e  l e x i c o g r a p h e r  i n d i t e d  h i s  famous 

l e t t e r  w h ich  p u t  d e d i c a t i o n  and  p a t ­

ro n ag e  w e l l  o u t  o f f a s h i o n .  H is  

L o rd s h ip  became fam ous f o r  h i s  “ L e t t e r s  

to  h i s  S o n " , w hich  o f f e r e d  some p r a c t i ­

c a l  and w o r ld ly  a d v ic e  t o  h i s  o f f s p r i n g .  

D r. Jo h n so n  t o l d  B osw ell  t h a t  C h e s t e r ­

f i e l d ' s  "m anner was e x q u i s i t e l y  e l e ­

gant'*1, t h a t "  a lm o s t  a l l  o f  t h a t  c e l e ­

b r a t e d  n o b le m a n 's  w i t t y  s a y in g s  were 

p u n s " .

We have  r e f e r r e d  t o  L ord  C h e s t e r ­

f i e l d  i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  th e  r e fo rm  

o f  th e  C a le n d a r .  He was an  i m p o r t a n t  

man u n d e r  th e  f i r s t  two G e o rg e s ,a n d  

h e ld  h ig h  o f f i c e  f o r  b r i e f  p e r io d s .T h e  

l a s t  tw en ty  y e a r s  o f  h i s  l i f e  was s p e n t  

i n  r e t i r e m e n t , w r i t i n g , b u i l d i n g , g a r d e n i n g , g a m b l i n g  and c o l l e c t i n g - — 

ways b e f i t t i n g  a p o l i t e , a f f l u e n t , a n d  v e ry  d e a f  s e m i - i n v a l i d . " H e  was a 

f i n e  em bodim ent of th e  a d m ired  q u a l i t i e s  o f h i s  a g e " , s a y s  Osgood. These

E i g h t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  q u a l i t i e s , w h ic h , in  t h e " L e t t e r s " , he  u rg e d  h i s  son

t o  c u l t i v a t e , a r e  good s e n s e , m o d e r a t i o n , a l l  th e  v i r t u e s  o f H o ra c e ,

to u c h e d  w i t h  a c e r t a i n  F re n c h  e l e g a n c e .
e have  a l r e a d y  n o t i c e d  t h a t  d u r in g  th e  E i g h t e e n t h  c e n tu ry

h i s t o r i c a l  w r i t i n g  a t t a i n e d  an  e x c e l l e n c e  t h a t  h a s  s c a r c e -



- l y  been  s u r p a s s e d  i n  th e  work 

of Edward G ibbon. One o t h e r  

name sh o u ld  be m e n t io n e d  

among th e  names o f  emin 

e n t  E n g l i s h  h i s t o r i a n s :

D avid  Hume,a f r i e n d  o f  

Jam es B o s w e l l ,a n d  th e  

a u th o r  o f  a " H i s t o r y

of E n g landom The H i s t o r y  was 

a t  f i r s t  c o ld l y  r e c e i v e d , b u t  

i t  g r a d u a l l y  f o r c e d  i t s e l f  

i n t o  n o t i c e , a n d  became th e  

so u rc e  o f a c o n s i d e r a b le  i n ­

come. F o r c l e a r n e s s  of s t y l e  

and  e le g a n c e  o f  n a r r a t i v e  i t  

s t a n d s  u n r i v a l l e d .  M acaulay p r o ­

n ounces  Hume " a n  a c c o m p l ish e d  a d ­

v o c a t e "  - - - w h ic h  may be a n o th e r  way 

o f  s a y in g  t h a t  he  i s  n o t  a lw ay s  

t r u s t w o r t h y , t h a t  he i s  j u d i c i a l  i n  

h i s  c o n c l u s i o n s , a n d  t h a t  h i s  judgm ent 

i s  som etim es w arped  by h i s  s c e p t i c a l  and 

Tory p r e j u d i c e s .  D r. J o h n s o n ,s o  we a r e  i n -  

■med by B o sw e ll ," w o u ld  n o t  a l lo w  Mr. D avid  

Hume any c r e d i t  f o r  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r i n ­

c i p l e s ,  though  s i m i l a r  to  h i s  own; s a y in g  

o f  h i m , ' S i r , h e  was a Tory by c h a n c e '  L i k e ' a n o th e r  E n g l i s h  p h i l o s o ­

p h e r ,  Jo h n  Locke,Hume demanded a s o c i e t y  f r e e d  from  v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t s  

and  c r e e d s , i n  w h ich  e ac h  i n d i v i d u a l  man s h o u ld  have  e q u a l  and  f u l l

o p p o r t u n i t y



—
" p r o p h e t s  

lance*1- - - G r a y ,  

C o l l in s ,T h o m s o n ,

and o t h e r s ---- w ro te

in  th e ^ n a tu r a l^ w a y  

m ere ly  b e ca u se  i n ­

s t i n c t  l e d  them .

They w ere s p i r i t s  

a p a r t  from  t h e i r

a g e .  h ik e  them, 

W illiam , Cowper w as a sh y ,  

k i n d l y ,  n e rv o u s  p e rso n ,w h o  

l i v e d  in  r e t i r e m e n t .  H is  l o v e s o f  th e  p l e a s ­

a n t  c o u n t r y s id e  a b o u t  W eston Underwood i s  

v e r y  n o t i c e a b l e  i n  h i s  i n t i m a t e  r e l i s h  o f  

commonplace r u r a l  s c e n e s .  I n  h i s  The T ask ,

Cowper w r i t e s  i n  b l a n k  v e r s e  and  overcom es th e  s t i f f n e s s  t h a t  we see  i n

Thomson. Cowper 

saw n a tu r e  more 

i v i d l y  and  more 

s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y  

th a n  Thomson. 

Cowper i n d u l ­

g e s  i n  m ed i­

t a t i o n s  f a r  i n  

adv an ce  o f  h i s  

t i m e s :

**0h f o r  a lodge  
i n  some v a s t  
w i l d e r n e s s ,  

Some b o u n d le s s  
c o n t i g u i t y  o f 

shade



Where rum or o f  o p p r e s s i o n  and  d e c e i t ,
Of s u c c e s s f u l  o r  u n s u c c e s s f u l  war 
M igh t n e v e r  r e a c h  me m ore , My e a r  i s  p a in e d  
My s o u l  i s  s i c k  w i th  e v e ry  day*s r e n o r t  
Of w rong and  o u t r a g e  w i th  w hich  e a r t h  i s  f i l l e d .
T here  i s  no f l e s h  i n  m an1s o b d u ra te  h e a r t ;
I t  does  n o t  f e e l  f o r  man; th e  n a t u r a l  bond 
Of b r o th e r h o o d  i s  s e v e r e d  a s  th e  f l a x  
T h a t  f a l l s  a s s u n d e r  a t  th e  to u c h  o f  f i r e . , . ,  ^"<2^ %

Hut- f^cv-r

ft4̂ 4m ft 1765, Cowper made th e  a c q u a in ta n c e

Mr. Unwin d ie d  in  I 7 S 7 , t h e  p o e t  moved w i th  the

widow and h e r  two c h i l d r e n  t o  th e  v i l l a g e  o f

O ln ey . M rs. U nw in ,though  o n ly  seven  y e a r s  h i s

s e n i o r , w a tch ed  o v e r  W il l ia m  O o w p e r ( e s p e c ia l ly

when f i t s  o f  i n s a n i t y  a s s a i l e d  h im )w ith  the

n d e r n e s s  and  c a re  o f  a  m o th e r ,  A f t e r  many

a r s  o f  f r i e n d s h i p  and  l o v e , t h e  p o e t  a d d r e s s e d

poem to  Mary Unwin;

Thy s p i r i t s  have a f a i n t e r  f lo w ,
I  se e  th e e  d a i l y  w eaker  grow; *
'Twas my d i s t r e s s  t h a t  b ro u g h t  th e e  low,

My Mary!

Thy s i l v e r  l o c k s ,o n c e  a u b u rn  b r i g h t ,
Are s t i l l  more l o v e l y  i n  my s i g h t  
Than g o ld e n  beams o f  o r i e n t  l i g h t ,

My Mary!
To th e  s l e e p y  l i t t l e  O lney .on , th e  Ouse i n  Buc' ' 

a fam ed e v a n g e l i c a l  p r e a c h e r  o f  t h a t  d a y , th e  

R e v ,Jo h n  New ton, Cowner became warmly a t t a c h  

ed  t o  h im ,a n d  w ro te  i n  c o n ju n c t i o n  w i th  him 

th e " 0 1 n e y  Hymns'*, s e v e r a l  o f w hich  a r e  s t i l l  

p o p u la r  i n  o u r  c h u r c h e s .  11 God Moves i n  a 

m y s t e r i o u s  way'*,and tt0 f o r  a c l o s e r  w alk  

w i th  God" a r e  among th e  b e s t  o f  C ow per 's  

hymnso A lso  to  Olney came Lady A u s te n

came

s t e n



who c h e e re d  th e  m e la n c h o ly  p o e t  w i th  th e  m erry  s t o r y  o f  Jo h n  G i l p i n .

I t  i s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th e  p o e t  l a y  awake t h a t  n i g h t  l a u g h in g  o v e r  th e

t a l e , a n d  n e x t  m o rn in g  t u r n e d  i t  i n t o  a j o l l y  b a l l a d -----one o f  th e  m ost

E n g l i s h  b a l l a d s  o f  th e  c e n t u r y .  Happy i s  th e  y o u n g s t e r  who h a s  grown 

u p ( a s  we h a v e ) w i th  th e  r im e  o f  Jo h n  G i l p in  i n  h i s  e a r s .  On t h i s  page  we 

have r e p r o d u c e d  C a l d e c o t t ' s  s k e tc h  o f  G i l p i n , i n  th e  hope t h a t  i t  w i l l

h e l p  th e  eye  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  th e  r i o

Away w en t G i l p i n ,n e c k  o r  n o u g h t ,
Away w en t h a t  and  w ig ,
He l i t t l e  d ream ed  when he s e t  o u t ,
Of r u n n in g  such  a r i g .
•If 4t  ■it 4b
The dogs d id  b a r k , t h e  c h i l d r e n  sc ream ed ,
Up f l e w  th e  windows a l l ,
And e v e ry  s o u l  c r i e d  o u t  mW ell  done I 1'
As lo u d  a s  he c o u ld  baw l.

4b 4b 4b 4b

Now l e t  us  s i n g , l o n g  l i v e  th e  King 
And when he n e x t  d o th  r i d e  a b ro a d ,

And now th e  t u r n p ik e  g a t e s  a g a in  
F lew  open i n  s h o r t  s p a c e ,
'The to  11-man t h i n k i n g  a s  b e fo r e  
T h a t  G i l p in  r a n  a r a c e .

i t  4b 4b
And so he d i d , a n d  won i t  t o o ,
F o r  he g o t  f i r s t  t o  tow n,
Nor s to p p e d  t i l l  where he had

g o t  up
He d id  a g a in  g e t  down.

,And G i l p in  lo n g  l i v e  h e ,
May I  be t h e r e  t o  s e e .



f f r r p

®  n th e  m i l d , l u s h  c o u n t r y  b o r d e r i n g  th e  s lo w - w in d in  

Ouse above B e d f o r d ,W i l l i a m  Cow-g 

p e r  w r o t e  h i s  c h a rm in g  

l e t t e r s , i n  which  were

i n c l u d e d  h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  i n  

l i g h t , p l a y f u l , o c c a s i o n a l  v e r s e  .

I n  o u r  s t r e n u o u s  t i m e s , h i s  p o e t r y

- - e x c e p t  a t  i t s  h i g h e s t  moments-----

may seem l a n g u i d  and  i n f i r m .  I t  d id  

n o t  seem so t o  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s .

I t  was Lady A u s te n  who u r g e d  him to  

w r i t e  b l a n k  v e r s e .  And when he a s k e d  f o r  

a s u b j e c t , s h e  a s s i g n e d  him "The Sofa*'.

W r i t i n g  t h u s  t o  occupy h i s  t im e ( an d  

h i s  sane  m om ents ) , he  was s i n g u l a r l y  i n d e ­

p e n d e n t  o f  t h e o r i e s , m o v e m e n t s , a n d  s c h o o l s .  "The Sofa"  became th e  f i r s t  

p a r t  of a l o n g  poem e n t i t l e d  "The T a s k " , i n t o  which  he p u t  m a t t e r s  o f  

h i s  im m edia te  e x p e r i e n c e .  In  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  v i l l a g e  l i f e  and

fram. tke. 
p>orTra.ib 
(se c  rse

s c e n e s .C o w p e r  h a s  ma de Olney a s  c l a s s i c  a s  Horace  h i s  S a b in e  f a r m .

o t  r u r a l  s i g h t s  a l o n e , b u t  r u r a l  sounds  
E x h i l e r a t e  th e  s p i r i t  and r e s t o r e  
The to n e  o f  l a n g u i d  n a t u r e .  Mighty  winds 

'T h a t  sweep th e  s k i r t  o f  spme f a r - s p r e a d i n g  wood 
Ur a n c i e n t  growth ,make m us ic  n o t  u n l i k e  

o f  Ocean on h i s  w i n d in g  s h o r e ,
And l u l l  th e  s p i r i t  w h i l e  th e y  f i l l  t h e  mind;  
{Jhhumbered b r a n c h e s  w av ing  i n  th e  b l a s t ,
And a l l  t h e i r  l e a v e s  f a s t  f l u t t e r i n g ,

a l l  a t  o n c e .

Gowpers " t a l k i n g  l e t t e r s "  a r e  among the  

b e s t  i n  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e .  He i m p a r t s  to  

P he ■pErxs. m a t t e r s  o f  a p p a r e n t  i n s i g n i f i c a n c e  ( b i r d s ,  

T he* C o f f e e  P o t . h i s  p e t  h a r e s , h i s  g a r d e n ,  th e  v i l l a g e  f o l k , h i s  s p a n i e l s ,

h i s  i n k - p o t , e t c . ) a  most  d e l i g h t f u l  I m p o r t a n c e .  H is  f i n e  h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m  

i s , i n d e e d , o n e  of t h e  f i n e s t  and m o s t  p e r s i s t e n t  f e a t u r e s  o f  h i s  w r i t i n g .



ir- cl.cK.j-te.1

SK.tbx.k_ } rebericfi jat/la

r&ptro y e a r s  b e f o r e  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  

o f  Cowper* s"*Task4i t h e r e  a p p e a r e d  

th e  " P o e t i c a l  Sketches** o f  W i l l i a m  B la k e ,  

whose w o r k , l i k e  C o w p e r ' s , s e r v e d  a s  a p r e ­

p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  i m a g i n a t i v e  c o m p o s i t i o n s  

o f  Wordsworth  a n d  C o l e r i d g e .  Of th e  wf o r e  

r u n n e r s  o f  rom ance1* ,B lak e  e x e r c i s e d  a t  th e  

t im e  t h e  l e a s t  i n f l u e n c e .  He was f l o u t e d  

a s  a m adm an ,h is  m y s t i c i s m  was r i d i c u l e d ,  

and h i s  p o e t r y  was d e c r i e d .  (Not  u n t i l  

o u r  own day h a s  he come t o  h i s  r e p u t a t ­

i o n  and  b een  a ck n o w led g ed  a t  h i s  t r u e

v a l u e ) .  A lm ost  i n s a n e l y  i n d i v i d u a l , h e  c a r e d  n o t h i n g  w ha t  o t h e r  men

t h o u g h t  o r  w r o t e .  He w ro te  

f o r  h i s  own s a t i s f a c t i o n  

A n d , i n  c o n s e q u e n c e , h i s  c 

t e m p o r a r i e s  i g n o r e d  h im .

I t  r em a in ed  f o r  a few i n  

h i s  o l d  a g e , a n d  f o r  many 

a f t e r  h i s  d e a t h , t o  r e a l i s e

t h e  e c c e n t r i c  p o e t - p a i n t e r ' s  g e n i u s , a n d  to  see

__  BHH| , t h a t  i n  d e f y i n g  h i s  own t ime he h a d  w r i t t e n

J ^ i l l i C L r r i  , t o r  _ p o s t e r i t y .

l a k e ' s  i m a g i n a t i o n  was a m az in g .

I t  " 've rged  upon i l l u s i o n  and de~ 

t l i r i u m " .  To him from e v e r y  c lo u d  

and t r e e  and  f l o w e r  and jg ta r  t h e r e  lo o k e d  a s p i r i t u a l  p r e s e n c e .  The 

p o e t - p a i n t e r ' s  works  e n d e a v o r  t o  " c r o s s  th e  b a r r i e r s , t o  e n t e r  t h e  u n ­

k n o w a b le" .  Where B lake  s e c u r e s  i n s t a n t  s u c c e s s  i s  i n  s o n g - - - - t h e r e

c ^ t i r  a  
p o r t r a . it  on. i v o r y

J i t * .  J ^ n r L e l l ^



s n r t t

i s  so m e th in g  " 'a lm o s t  m i r a c u l o u s * ,  

s a y s  G r i e r s o n , i n  th e  m anner  i n  

which  Blake a c h i e v e d  a lo n e  and u n a id e d  

(  t h e  " p u r i f i c a t i o n ” o f  p o e t i c  d i c t i o n  

and e m a n c i p a t i o n  o f  rh y th m ,w h ic h  

rWordsworth  and C o l e r i d g e  l a t e r

ia ined  to  by p r a y e r  and f a s t i n g .

I n  th e  f o l l o w i n g  ex am p les  we see  

s p i r i t u a l  i n t e n s i t y  combined

w i t h  c h i l d i s h  s i m n l i c i t y .
_______

i g e r l  T ig e r !  b u r n i n g  b r i g h t  
In  th e  f o r e s t s  o f  t h e  n i g h t ,
What im m o r ta l  h a n d  o r  eye 
Could  f rame th y  f e a r f u l " s y m m e t r y ?

.n w h a t  d i s t a n t  deep s  o r  s k i e s  
B u rn t  th e  f i r e s  o f  t h i n e  e y e s ?
On w ha t  swings d a re  he a s p i r e ?
What th e  h an d  d a re  s e i z e  t h e  f i r e ?

|fAnd w h a t  s h o u l d e r  and  w ha t  a r t  
Could t w i s t  t h e  s in ew s  o f  t h y  h e a r t ?
And when th y  h e a r t  began  t o  b e a t ,
What d r e a d  hand?  And w ha t  d r e a d  f e e t ?

What the hammer? What the c h a in ?
I n  wha t  f u r n a c e  was th y  b r a i n ?
What the  a n v i l ?  What d r e a d  g r a s p  
Dare i t s  d e a d ly  t e r r o r s  c l a s p ?

When t h e  s t a r s  th re w  down t h e i r  s p e a r s  
And w a t e r e d  h e a v e n  w i t h  t h e i r  t e a r s ,  
D id  he sm i le  h i s  work t o  s e e ?
D id  he  who made th e  lamb,make t h e e ?

T i g e r !  T i g e r !  b u r n i n g  b r i g h t  
I n  th e  f o r e s t s  of the  n i g h t ,
What im m o r t a l  hand  o r  eye 
Could f ram e th y  f e a r f u l  symmetry?

I n  th e  a p p a r e n t l y  s im p le  l y r i c s  o f  11 The Songs o f  I n n o ­

c e n c e " ,  t h e  p o e t  b l e n d s  i n  s u b t l e  f a s h i o n  th e  i n n o c e n t  jo y  o f  c h i l d ­

hood on w h ich  h a s  f a l l e n  no shadow o f  d i s t r u s t  and  i n h i b i t i o n , w i t h



t h e  echo  of  t h a t  joy i n  th e  h e a r t  o f  t h o s e  who have c h i l d r e n  and

.remember t h e i r  own c h i l d h o o d .  A lso  t h e r e  i s  t h e  p a s s i o n a t e  r e f l e c t ­

i o n  of  t h e  s e e r  on t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

o f  t h i s  e a r l y  i n n o c e n c e  and  j o y , a n d  

f a t e  t h a t  i s  i n  s t o r e  f o r  i t .  

The f a t e  t h a t  i s  i n  s t o r e  f o r  

i s  i n n o c e n c e  of  c h i l d h o o d  i s  

x p r e s s e d  i n  wThe Songs o f  Ex- 

r i e n c e * 1.

F o r  e x a m p l e , t h e  “ N u r s e ’ s Song” 

i n  th e  f i r s t  volume i s  f u l l  o f  

s y m p a t h e t i c  i n n o c e n c e  and j o y .  I n  

th e  seco n d  v o l u m e , t h e  same song 

i s  weigh ted^  down w i t h  r e m o r s e f u l  

memories---^a  s e n se  oJT th e  i l l u s i o n  

o f  l i f e .

In  t h e  f i r s t  '*Chimney S w e e p e r " ,

Blake  h a s  t r i e d  t o  lo o k  a t  l i f e  th r o u g h

th e  e y e s  of  c h i l d h o o d , w i t h  a l l  i t s  power

o f  hope a n d  i l l u s i o n :  *  *

Tho' t h e  m o rn in g  was c o l d ,
Tom was happy and warm;

So i f  a l l  do t h e i r  du ty  
They n e e d  n o t  f e e l  harm.

I n  “ London” ,h e  v o i c e s  t h e  st<

®r t r u t h :

I  w ander  t h r o ’ e a c h  c h a r t e r ' d  s t r e e t ,
N ear  where  t h e  c h a r t e r ’ d Thames does  
And mark  i n  e v e r y  f a c e  I  m ee t  
Marks o f  w e a k n e s s ,m a r k s  o f  woe

How th e  C h im n e y - s w e e p e r ' s  c ry  
Every  b l a c k ' n i n g  Church a p p a l l s ;
And th e  h a p l e s s  S o l d i e r ' s  s i g h  
Runs i n  b l o o d  down P a l a c e  w a l l s .

4
D o s t  tk o u K n o w  m cule r k e e  ,

fk e e  Llj-e a n d  b id  fkee .  j-e e d .
Bu fke- s t r e a m -  a n d .  o'er- tk e  m e a d . .  

R ja V e - d ie e .  cU rk A u j a n d  deLi^kt*, 
t~ c l a t k f n j  W o o ly  bri<j h.tj 

fk e e  S a c k  a- te n d e r-  Voice, 
H aK .V u, a l l  ✓ ales r e jo i c e  •
L i t t l e  L am b nrko m a d e  rk ee ,
3 o s t  fliou. K now  w ko n u d e  tk .ee  l

Little Lamb, I'll LeU. dtee 
Little Lamb, ILL

t d  tkee- 
i s  C aU ed by
Iky n a m e ,  

r  k e  ca lls k im S elj- 
a. L a m b j

...K and. ke Is m i ld ,  
JLU. b e c a m e  a  L ittle  ck i Id. ; 

c c k i l d - , a n d  lU.au. a  L a m b ,  

It -a re .  called, by k is  n a m e . 
L i t t l e  Lamb <3od bless ikee  

Qod  bless fk ee .



he h i s t o r y  

o f  Blake  1s 

a r t  a s  an  

i l l u s t r a t o r  and 

d e s i g n e r  i s  n o t  un ­

l i k e  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  

h i s  p o e t i c a l  c a r ­

e e r .  Under B a s i r e ' s  

i n s t r u c t i o n , t h e  

p o e t  became a c a r e ­

f u l  and  a c c o m p l i s h ­

e d  e n g r a v e .  His  

i n n a c u r a t e  d raw in g  

of  t h e  human form 

i s  n o t  due t o  any 

i n c a p a c i t y  o r  i n ­

com ple te  t r a i n i n g .

He i s  n o t  t r y i n g  

t o  be 11 a c c u r a t e ® .  

R a t h e r , h e  i s  t r y i n g  

t o  " e x p r e s s  t h o u g h t s  

t h a t  t r a n s c e n d  

n a t u r e " . L ike  the  

p o e t , t h e  e n g r a v e r  

t r a n s f i g u r e s  h i s  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s , t o  

make them th e  v e h i ­

c l e  o f  h i s  e m o t i o n s .  Blake i s  t h e  f i r s t  r e b e l  a g a i n s t  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e  

i m i t a t i o n  ox n a t u r e .  E s s e n t i a l l y  a m y s t i c  and  a v i s i o n a r y , t h e  b i a s  o f  

n i s  m ind  a r e  r e v e a l e d  i n  th e  i m a g i n a t i v e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  t o  wThe Book of Jo b

" N i g h t  T h o u g h t s " , and "The G rav e" .

u*



p e a s a n t  p o e t , R o b e r t  B u rn s ,  

h a s  l i t t l e  i n  common w i t h  W i l l i a m  

Cowper and  W i l l i a m  B l a k e , e x c e p t  

l i t y  and i n d e p e n d e n c e .  B u t , l i k e  Cow­

p e r  and  B la k e ,B u r n s  was a s p i r i t  a p a r t  f rom  

h i s  a g e , a n d  a f o r e r u n n e r  of  t h e  Rom ant ic  s c h o o l  

I n  Burns we s h a l l  f i n d  a l m o s t  none o f  th e  t y p i ­

c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  

m th e  days  o f  Dunbar and L in d s a y  i n  

s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y , t h e  p o e t i c a l  g e n iu s  

S c o t l a n d  t o o k  a l o n g  s l e e p .  Now,in  

e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y , i t  awoke once more 

n the  l i f e  o f  B u r n s , w h o , a c c o r d i n g  t o  a 

b r o t h e r  Sco t ,Thom as  C a r l y l e , h a d  a s o r t  o f  

"m essage  t o  m a n k in d " .  P r o b a b ly  Burns h i m s e l f  was n e v e r  aware  o f  any 

" m e s s a g e " .  He made poems b e c a u s e  he l o v e d  t o  do s o .  There  i s  l i t t l e

tarter 4

9



e v i d e n c e  e v en  t h a t  he f e l t  l i k e  l e a d i n g  p o e t r y  i n t o  new w ay s .  Prom 

t h e  f i r s t , h e  had  lo v e d  th e  s im p le  songs  of  th e  S c o t t i s h  c o u n t r y s i d e ,

and  he f o l lo ? /e d  th e  t r a d ­

i t i o n s  of  th e  n a t i v e  

s o n g s .  I n  c o n t r a s t  

t o  t h e  " s e n s i b l e 44 man 

of  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  cen ­

t u r y ,  Burns  l i v e d  a 

l i f e  o f  “a l t e r i n g  

m o t i o n s " . E v ery  

f e e l i n g  o f  l i f e  

to u c h e d  him p r o f o u n d ­

l y .  He was k e e n l y  

s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  i n ­

f l u e n c e s  f ro m  e v e r y

y e a r s

p e n t  i n  h i s

humble c l a y -

b u i l t  c o t t a g e  n e a r

t h e  town of  Ayr were

among th e  h a p p i e s t

o f  h i s  l i f e .  The

p eac e  and  in n o c e n c e

o f  t h e s e  e a r l y  y e a r s

a r e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  h i s  "The C o t t e r ' s  S a tu r d a y  N i g h t " , p r o b a b l y  t h e  m ost

famous o f  h i s  l o n g e r  poems.

The c h e e r f u '  s u p p e r  d one ,  w i '  s e r i o u s  f a c e ,
They ro u n d  th e  i n g l e  form a c i r c l e  wide ;
The s i r e  t u r n s  o ' e r , w i t h  p a t r i a r c h a l  g r a c e ,
The b i g  h a ' - B i b l e , a n c e  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  p r i d e ;



H is  b o n n e t  r e v ' r e n t l y  i s  l a i d  a s i d e ,
H is  l y a r t  h a f f e t s  w e a r i n g  t h i n  and b a r e ;

Those s t r a i n s  t h a t  once d i d  sw ee t  i n  Z ion  g l i d e ,  
He w a l e s  a  p o r t i o n  w i t h  j u d i c i o u s  c a r e ,
And " L e t  us  w o r s h ip  God!" he  s a y s , w i t h  so lemn a i r .

I n  1 7 8 4 , t h e  f a t h e r  d i e d .  R o b e r t  and h i s  

b r o t h e r  G i l b e r t  t o o k  th e  f a rm  o f  M o s s g i e l  

n e a r  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  M a u c h l i n e , a n d  h e r e ,  

d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  few  y e a r s , t h e  p o e t  p r o ­

duced  h i s  b e s t  w ork .  Among th e

poems t h a t  b e lo n g  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d  

a r e  t h e  s t i n g i n g  s a t i r e s  on th e  

b i g o t e d  and  i n t o l e r a n t  c l e r g y  of  

t h e  "A u ld  L i c h t "  p a r t y :  "Holy 

P a i r " ,  "Twa H e r d s " , a n d  "Holy 

W i l l i e ' s  P r a y e r " .  They aboun 

i n  v i g o r o u s  b u r s t s  o f  m er r im e1 

w h ic h  s e t  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  i n  a 

r o a r .  But  t h e r e  were s l i g h t e r  

poems w h ic h  have  a l l  t h e  s w e e t ­

n e s s  and  f i d e l i t y  t o  n a t u r e ---- a l l

t h e  h u m o r , p a t h o s  and melody w h ich

have  e n d e a r e d  Bobby Burns t o  m i l l i o n s  _  c------- -

i n  B r i t a i n .  These poems b r e a k  away f ro m  th e  ty p e  o f  

t h e i r  t i m e .  To London c r i t i c s  th e y  came a s  " s o n g s "  f ro m  a n o th e

p l a n e t

a '  t h e  a i r t s  th e  wind can b low,
I  d e a r l y  l i k e  th e  w e s t ,
For  t h e r e  t h e  bonny l a s s i e  l i v e s ,
The l a s s i e  I  l o ' e  b e s t ;

There  w i l d  woods grow and  r i v e r s  f l o w ,  
And monie  a m i l l  be tw een ;

B u t  day and n i g h t  my f a n c y ' s  f l i g h t  
I s  e v e r  w i '  my J e a n .
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BY

By f o u n t a i n , s h a w  o r  g r e e n ,  
T h e r e ’ s n o t  a b o n ie  b i r d  t h a t  s i n g s ,  

But minds me o f  my J e a n ,

j e a n w h i l e  t h e  f a rm  a t  M o s s g i e l  d i d  

n o t  p r o s p e r .  T r o u b le s  o f  v a r i o u s

£ §  R o b e r t  B U R N S 1, i' & 3 k i n d s  b e s e t  t h e  p o e t .  I n  1 7 8 6 ,he
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v - r  . - . , Aea.rt, 1<; hnm/'rs fArvI if inffircL, Hs Nature's fxiw 'rs Y 
KerS all fKa melti'iy thnU^AnrL ' {

tier's the Kieihnj fire “/̂ iMoNyiwouS J,
4

i
A -i

, KILAIARnocK; .
J  f R l N T E B  9  Y  J O H N  W IL S O N  4 '

A — =  4(j » /«, » t c ,  LK«»*I ^
Cn 1&-* -*-> —>»-«—>—■>—•>—■»-?= — fc-V, 

------ — --------------- ^ cR-
> n a r  n. o J C l  

T ts  s u c c e s s
‘T T f U  -p a -g e . o f  K c7
HJcfroTL Tfcff
VO .J i n s t a i i t ,  "old. a n d  y o u n g , 
fiirjk. a n d  2oxirl a l t  uJire. a A ’k e  de~  
ICtjkkcd, d jit-a .te d , tra.nsf>artecL. *’
TjLou.tjh.boys &nct rna.Ld.Sir-va.Tibs sfxent~
rh.eCr Sai/i'nys an fill. Crresisbd̂ . t/0Lu.m<.J

r e s o l v e d  t o  s e e k  h i s  f o r t u n e  i n  t h e  West 

I n d i e s , a n d  i n  o r d e r  t o  r a i s e  money f o r  

h i s  p a s s a g e , h e  g a t h e r e d  and  p u b l i s h e d  

h i s  poems i n  a t i n y  

v o lu m e ,w h ich  was i s ­

s u e d  f rom  t h e  p r e s s  

i n  K i lm a rn o c k .  The 

poems were r e c e i v e d  

w i t h  g r e a t  e n t h u s i ­

asm. So much s o ,  

t h a t  Burns abandoned  

t h e  i d e a  o f  g o in g  a b r o a d

w en t  t o  E d in b u r g h , a n d  f o r  a t im e  was t h e  l i o n  of  t h e  l i t e r a r y

g ro u p s  i n  t h e  S c o t t i s h  c a p i t a l .  On t h e  w h o l e , t h e  v i s i t  t o  E d i n ­

b u rg h  d i d  Burns more harm t h a n  

I t  r a i s e d  h i s  hop es  which were n o t  

t o  be f u l f i l l e d .  From t h i s  t ime 

showed d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  and  ev en  b i t  

n e s s  i n  h i s  l e t t e r s .  R e t u r n i n g  t o  

f a rm  a t  E l l e s l a n d , a  few m i l e s  from 

f r i e s , h e  m a r r i e d  J e a n  A rm o u r ,an  o l d  

s w e e t h e a r t  of  h i s , a n d  t r i e d  t o  s e t t l e  down t o  th e  1 

f a m e r .  He w r o t e  a  number o f  songs  and  b a l l a d s , t h e  f i n e s t  o f

w h ich  i s  ’’Tarn o ’ Shan t e r ” , where i n  we f i n d  th e  b e s t  q u a l i t i e s  of  h i s
humor and  v e r s e .  Burns
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h i m s e l f  r e g a r d e d  "Tam o ' S h a n t e r "  a s

h i s  b e s t  work .  I t  was w r i t t e n  w h i l e

he v/as s t i l l  a f a r m e r , th ough  e k i n g  o u t  

,h is  l i v e l i h o o d  i n  th e  s e r v i c e  o f  King

d-eorge a s  a p r o b a t i o n a r y  " g u a g e r ” o r

^ x g s e m a n , a 70 a y e a r .

J ^ ^ j u r n s 's  l i f e  v/as a tra g e d y -----a p ro u d

^ ^ ^ ' p o w e r f u l  mind overcome a t  l e n g t h  i n  

| ; t h e  h a r d  s t r u g g l e  o f  l i f e *  No d o u b t , a s
Ip ■ -
f('is c h a r i t a b l y  s a i d ,  th e  p o e t  h a d  s t r o n g  

. p a s s i o n s  and s e v e r e  t e m p t a t i o n s —--and

d s e  he c o u ld  n o t  r e s i s t .  Love-making

a s  a common b u s i n e s s  w i t h  h im ,  Hen?® s e a  a song  on e v e ry  p r e t t y

g i r l  he  knew

I M i l l i e  L u v e ' s  l i k e  a r e d ,  r e d  r o s e ’ 111 Hi T h a t ' s  newly sp ru n g  i n  J u n e .  
M W n 0 my L u v e ' s l i k e  th e  m e lo d ie

T h a t ' s  s w e e t ly  p l a y e d  i n  tune

A s ™ a i r  a r t  thou,my b o n n ie  l a s s ,  . J H  
So deep i n  lu v e  am I ;

And I  w i l l  lu v e  t h e e  s t i l l , m y  d e a r ,
T i l l  a '  th e  s e a s  gang d r y :

T i l l  a '  t h e  s e a s  gang dry ,my d e a r ,  .1 
And t h e  r o c k s  m e l t  w i '  t h e  sun ;  , 

I  w i l l  l u v e  t h e e  s t i l l , m y  d e a r ,
While  t h e  san d s  o '  l i f e  s h a l l  r u n

And f a r e  t h e e  weel ,my on ly  Luve!
And f a r e  t h e e  w e e l  a w h i l e !

And I  w i l l  come a g a in ,m y  Luve,
Tho' i t  were t e n  t h o u s a n d  m i l e !



I

When Burns f e l l  i n  l o v e , h e  d e ­

c l a r e d  t h a t  "rhyme and  song  w ere ,  

i n  a m a n n e r , t h e  s p o n ta n e o u s  l a n g ­

uage  of  my h e a r t . "  The song 

r y  M orison"  i s  s a i d  t o  have  

been i n s p i r e d  by a r e a l  a f f e c ­

t i o n .  We can  h a r d l y  keep  f rom  

th e  m u s i c :  "Tunt; 7crur

r y , <a-t thjj W lK^OW  be-, I t  IS the. n /isK 'd  bnjibeeL  kou-r !

Tkosê  sm iles ylwv- ce-S let me see, Tk«.t~ make. bke. m ise r 's  lrea.su.re. p o o r .
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i M a r y , c a n s t  t h o u  w reck  h i s  p e a c e ,
J  Wha f o r  th y  sake  wad g l a d l y  d i e ;  
' O r  c a n s t  t h o u  b r e a k  t h a t  h e a r t  of  

Whase o n ly  f a u l t  i s  l o v i n g  t h e e ?  
I f  "love f o r  lo v e  t h o u  w i l t  na g i e ,

A t  l e a s t  be p i t y  t o  me shown;
A t h o u g h t  u n g e n t l e  canna  be 

The t h o u g h t  of  Mary M o r i so n .

Y e a r s  b e f o r e , h e  had  lo v e d  h i s  " H ig h la n d  Mary" w i t h  a deep  d e v o t i o n ,

T h e i r  p a r t i n g  by the  banks of Ayr was a t t e n d e d  \v i th  vows of  e t e r n a l  

c o n s t a n c y .  H e r  memory n e v e r  v a n i s h e d  f rom  th e  p o e t ' s  m ind .  On t h e  

a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  h e r  d e a t h , B u r n s  grew sad  and w andered  a b o u t  h i s  f a rm -



a r d  th e  whole n i g h t  i n  deep

t s r t io n  of  m ind .  As dawn approach* 
0

d ,h e  was p e r s u a d e d  t o  e n t e r  th e  

h o u s e , a n d  e x p r e s s  h i s  f e e l ­

i n g s  i n  a so n g .

song  "To Mary i n  Heaven"
# *
s t a r t s  w i t h  th e  p a t h e t i c  l i n e s :

monie a vow and lo c k e d  
embrace

Our p a r t i n g  was f u '  t e n d e r ;  
d p l e d g i n g  a f t  t o  m ee t  a g a i n  

We t o r e  o u r s e l s  a s s u n d e r ;
But O', f e l l  D e a t h ’ s u n t im e ly

f r o s t ,
n ip p e d  my f l o w e r  sae  e a r l y !

Now g r e e n ' s  t h e  s o d , a n d  c a u l d ' s
t h e  c l a y ,

wraps  my H ig h la n d  Mary »

ow l i n g e r i n g
l e s s e n i n g  r a y ,

s t a r  w i t h

T h a t  1 o v ' s t  t o  g r e e  t  
th e  e a r l y  morn,

Again  t h o u  u s h e r e s t  i n  th e  day 
My Mary from  my s o u l  was to rn *

0 M a r y ,d e a r  d e p a r t e d  shad e!
Where i s  th y  p l a c e  o f  b l i s s f u l  r e s t ?  

S e e ' s t  t h o u  thy  l o v e r  low ly  l a i d ?
H e a r ’ s t  t h o u  the  g r o a n s  t h a t  r en d

h i s  b r e a s t ?

F o r  J e s s i e  L e w a r s , a  young g i r l  who f rom  sympathy h a d  come i n t o  

th e  B u r n s '  home to  a s s i s t  i n  d o m e s t i c  d u t i e s , h e  s c r i b b l e d  th e  f o l l o w

i n g b e a u t i f u l  l i n e s :

w e r t  t h o u  i n  th e  c a u l d , c a u l d  b l a s t ,
On y o n d e r  l e a , o n  y o n d e r  l e a ,
p l a i d i e  t o  t h e  an g ry  a i r t ,  ( a i r t , p o i n t  of  t h e  

d s h e l t e r  t h e e , I d  s h e l t e r  compass
th e  e .

Or d i d  m i s f o r t u n e ' s b i t t e r  s t o r m s
Around t h e e  b l a w ,a r o u n d  t h e e  b law ,

Thy b i e l d  s h o u l d  my bosom b e ,
To s h a r e  i t  a ' , t o  s h a r e  i t  a ' .

( b i e l d , s h e 1 t e  r



rruj hatL some. Nell.

These love  so n g s  i n  v a r i o u s  moods-----happy o r  s a d ,

s i m p l e , o b v i o u s , a n d  n a t u r a l - ~ - a r e , above a l l , t u n e ­

f u l .  Much of  t h e i r  sw e e t  t e n d e r n e s s  i s  due t o  

the  Lowland d i a l e c t , a n d  of t h i s  Burns makes th e  

m ost  a r t f u l  u s e .

As a " N a tu r e  p o e t " , B u r n s  f u s e s  h i s  f e e l i n g s  

w i t h  th e  commonest and m o s t  o b v io u s  t h i n g s  a b o u t

h i s  f a r m -----f l o w e r s , b i r d s , t r e e s , r u n n i n g  w a t e r - - - ,

u n t i l ( a s  Osgood p o i n t s  o u t ) n a t u r a l  o b j e c t s  r e v e a l  

i r  v i g o r  and  g l o r y , o t h e r w i s e  v e i l e d :

n  gowany g l e n s  th y  b u r n i e  s t r a y s ,
Where b onn ie  l a s s e s  b l e a c h  t h e i r  c l a e s ; 

' t r o t s  by h a z e l l y  shaws and b r a e s ,
Wi' h a w th o rn s  g r a y ,  

b l a c k b i r d s  j o i n  th e  shepherd 's  l a y s  
At c l o s e  o '  d ay .

Burns was known t o  l e a v e  n i s  "plough o r  s c y t h e  and l o s e  h i m s e l f  i n  

l o n g  f i t s  c f  s t a r i n g  a t  some wee t h i n g .  O n e e ,w h i le  he was p lo w in g ,

A song  by B u r n s , l o v e l y  a s  i t  i s  i n  

th e  mere r e a d i n g , w i l l  n o t  y i e l d  i t s  f u l l

b e a u ty  t i l l  i t  i s  sung  a r t l e s s -  

j by one who i s  f a m i l i a r  

w i t h  i t s  p r o p e r  tu n e  and

d i a l e c t .



t o  u p r o o t  a l i t t l e  d a i s y .  In  th e

l i n e s  he e x p r e s s e s  h i s  e m o t i o n s :

e e , mo de s t , o r ims o n -1 ip p e  d f  1 ow1 r , 
T h o u 's  met  me i n  a n  e v i l  h o u r ;
F o r  I  maun c r u s h  amang th e  s t o u r e  

Thy s l e n d e r  s tem :
To s p a r e  th e e  now i s  p a s t  my 
Th ou b onn i  e gem.

A la s  I i t ' s  no th y  n e e b o r  swee 
The b o n n ie  l a r k , c o m p a n i o n  m e e t ,  

d i n g  t h e e  'mang t h e  dewy w e e t ,  
Wi1 s p r e c k l e d  b r e a s t !  

n u p w a r d - s p r i n g i n g , b l y t h e , t o  
The p u r p l i n g  e a s t .

a u l d  b lew th e  b i t t e r - b i t i n g  n 
Upon th y  e a r l y , h u m b l e  b i r t h ;
Y e t  c h e e r f u l l y  th o u  g l i n t e d  f o r t h  

Amid th e  s to r m ,
c a r c e  r e a r e d  above t h e  p a r e n t - e  

Thy t e n d e r  fo r m .

T h e r e , i n  thy  s c a n t y  m a n t l e  c l a  
Thy snawie  bosom, sunward s p r e a d  
Thou l i f t s  t h y  u n assu m in g  head  

I n  humble g u i s e ;
But now  th e  s h a r e  u p t e a r s  thy  

And low th o u  l i e s !

Then th e  p o e t , s a d  a t  h i s  h a r d  l o t , s e e s  h i s  own m is e r y  and m i s ­

f o r t u n e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  th e  f a t e  o f  th e  humble l i t t l e  f lowe

E v 'n  th o u  who m o u r n ' s t  t h e  D a i s y ' s  f a t e ,  
T h a t  f a t e  i s  t h i n e - - - n o  d i s t a n t  d a t e ;  
S t e r n  R u i n ' s  p l o u g h - s h a r e  d r i v e s  e l a t e ,  

F u l l  on th y  bloom,
T i l l  c r u s h e d  b e n e a t h  th e  f u r r o w ' s  wei 

a l l  be th y  doom!



S i m i l a r l y , w h i l e  p l o w i n g , t h e  p o e t  c hanced  

t o  come upon a mouse ,whose  house  i s  d e s t r o y ­

ed  by th e  p l o u g h .
fru.lS. ^

Vr 1 “ 'm t r u l y  s o r r y  m a n ' s  dom in ion
Has b ro k e n  N a t u r e ' s  s o c i a l  u n i o n ,
An' j u s t i f i e s  t h a t  i l l  o p i n i o n  

, Which makes t h e e  s t a r t l e
HgyAt m e , th y  p o o r , e a r t h - b o r n  companion 

" An' f e l l  ow-mor t a  1'.

When. ck'll No- rem-bcr's sur- Uj blast

Mode, fields and fa rests bare.

One CV1- m'ly , as J Wander'd. forth.
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Thou saw th e  f i e l d s  l a i d  b a re  a n '  w a s t e ,  
An' weary w i n t e r  comin f a s t ,
An' c o z i e  h e r e , b e n e a t h  th e  b l a s t ,

Thou t h o u g h t  to  d w e l l ,
T i l l , c r a s h !  th e  c r u e l  c o u l t e r  p a s s e d  

Out t h r o '  thy  c e l l .

But M o u s i e , t h o u  a r t  no th y  l a n e ,  (You a r e  n o t  
I n  p r o v i n g  f o r e s i g h t  may be v a i n :  a l o n e )
The b e s t  l a i d  schemes o '  mice a n '  men

Gang a f t  a g l e y ,  ( O f t e n  go wrong)
An' l e a ' e  u s  n a u g h t  b u t  g r i e f  a n '  p a i n ,

Fo r  p r o m is e d  jo y !

S t i l l  t h o u  a r t  b l e s t , c o m p a r e d  w i '  me !
The p r e s e n t  only  t o u c h e t h  t h e e :
But och! I  backward  c a s t  my e ' e ,

On p r o s p e c t s  d r e a r !
An' f o r w a r d , t h o '  I  canna  s e e ,

I  g u e ss  and f e a r !

At a t im e  when a l l  e y e s 'w e r e  f i x e d  on F rance  ( a s  y e t  u n s t a i n e d  

w i t h  the  b l o o d  o f  R e v o l u t i o n ) , R o b e r t  Burns was a l l  agro?/ w i t h  sym­

p a th y  f o r  t h e  f r e e d o m . o f  t h e  p e a s a n t  f rom a g e l o n g  s e r v i t u d e .  The 

v e r s e s  which  he w r o te  a t  t h e  t ime a r e  f u l l  o f  t h i s  f e e l i n g .  He s e c r e t ­

l y  bought some cannon to a id !  th e  cau se  of t h e  Revolutionst s „  ( i t  i s  

a wonder t h a t  he e s c a p e d  t r i a l  and e x e c u t i o n  f o r  t h i s ! )  

To t h i s  f e e l i n g , n o  l e s s  t h a n  to h i s  S c o t t i s h  p a t r i o t ­

i sm ,  i s  a s c r i b e d  th e  t h r i l l i n g  l i n e s  o f  '*Scots wha ha 

w i '  W a l la c e  b l e d ’* and ltA Man's  a Man f o r  a '  T h a t . "
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I n  h i s  s u p e r h  s a t i r i c a l  e p i s t l e s , w a r m  ^ 2

w i t h  a f f e c t i o n , t o  h i s  f r i e n d s  Jo h n  Lap-  

r a i k , S m i t h , " D a v i e "  S i l l a r , a n d  o t h e r s ,  

the  s t u d e n t  w i l l  s e e  t h e ,lf g r a n i t e  m o r a l i t y 14*, 

th e  w h o l e - s o u l e d  s c o r n  of  f o r m a l i s m ,  

p o c r a c y , a n d  c o r r u p t i o n  a g a i n s t  which  

Burns p r o t e s t e d .  Of th e  p o e t ' s  own 

m o r a l  f a i l i n g s ( e s p e c i a l l y  o f  h i s  d i s s i ­

p a t i o n  and p r o f l i g a c y J e n o u g h  h a s  a lw ays  

been  made. On th e  o t h e r  h a n d , s a y s  John  

B u c h a n , s u f f i c i e n t  s t r e s s  h a s  n o t  a lw ay s  

been  th row n upon B u r n s '  g e n e r o s i t y , h i s  

manly i n d e p e n d e n c e , and h i s  wide sympa­

t h i e s .

On J u l y  2 1 , 1 7 9 6 , w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y  a ro u n d  

h i s  b e d , t h e  g r e a t  p o e t  of S c o t l a n d  p a s s e d  

away. A f i n a l  judgm ent  o f  Burns  as  a 

man may be tem p ered  by the  s p i r i t  he 

commends i n  th e  "A d d re ss  t o  th e  Unco 

Gui d :"

n g e n t l y  s c a n  y o u r  b r o t h e r  man, 
S t i l l  g e n t l e r  s i s t e r  woman;

Tho* t h e y  may gang a k e n n in  
wrung ,

s t e p  a s i d e  i s  human;
One p o i n t  m us t  s t i l l  be g r e a t l y  d a r k ,
The moving why th e y  do i t ;

And j u s t  a s  lairfely can ye mark,
How f a r  p e r h a p s  t h e y  r u e  i t „

made the  h e a r t ,  ' t i s  He a lo n e  
t c i d e d l y  can t r y  u s ;

knows e a c h  c h o r d  i t s  v a r i o u s  t o n e ,
HEach s p r i n g ---- i t s  v a r i o u s  b i a s ;

Then a t  t h e  b a l a n c e  l e t ' s  be m ute ,
We n e v e r  can  a d j u s t  i t ;

W h a t ' s  done we p a r t l y  may compute,
But know n o t  w h a t ' s  r e s i s t e d .



There  a r e  few p e r s o n s  who

•0 a  p

have  n o t  su n g  some o f  t h e  

more 

f a m i l i a r  

son 

su ch  

a s :

e-r-sor^ , 7>ly Jo

)

e rhe ra.-van.Yaur ion-ate. t ra tv  W f  i r e n - t y

;ut h-oi-u you.r (siuumV betd1 Tahrij Your Lacks arc like ILic inaur)

ktewrujS on- Jo tW  f r o i *  p o u f/ 7a h n . A n - d t r ~ S o n /nty To,

ohn Anderson,my j o , J o h n ,
We clamb t h e  h i l l  t o g i t h e r j  
And monv a c a n t i e  d a y , J o h n ,  
We've had  wi* ane a n i t h e r :  

ow we maun t o t t e r  dow n ,John ,
And hand  i n  hand w e ' l l  go,
And s l e e p  t o g e t h e r  a t  th e  f o o t ,
Jo h n  Anderson,my J o i

h o u l d  a u l d  a c q u a i n t a n c e  be f o r g o t ,  
And n e v e r  b r o u g h t  t o  mind?
S h o u ld  a u l d  a c q u a i n t a n c e  be f o r g o t ,  

s o '  l a n g  sy n e?

____and  t h e  h a u n t i n g  melody o f

banks  and b r a e s  o '  b o n ie
Doon,

How c an  ye blume sae  f a i r !  
| How can  ye c h a n t , y e  l i t

b i r d s ,
And I  s a e  f u '  o '  c a r e !

T h o u '11 b r e a k  my h e a r t , t h o u  b o n ie
b i r d

T h a t  s i n g s  upon t h e  bough:
Thou m inds  me o ' t h e  happy

days
When my f a u s e  lu v e  was t r u e .

The g r e a t  s p i r i t  t h a t  composed t h e s e  poems d i e d  i n  a b j e c t  p o v e r t y  and

th e  e q u a l l y  f a m i l i a r

i n  d i r e  d i s t r e s s .  B u t , s t r a n g e  t o  say ,w h en  th e  g r e a t  s p i r i t  h a d  p a s s e d

beyond  th e  r e a c h  of  human a i d , t h e  e n t i r e  n a t i o n  awoke from i t s  i n d i f f e r ­

ence  t o  h im ,a n d  gave an  e x h i b i t i o n  of  e s t e e m  w h ic h ,h a d  i t  come a few days  

e a r l i e r , m i g h t  have  r e n d e r e d  h o p e f u l  one o f  t h e  s t o r m i e s t  of l i v e s .


