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Hilton Head, S.C. June 20th 1862.

Hon. Eli Slifer.
Harrisburg, Pa.
Dear Sir-

I see by the late papers, that there is a call from the President, for 40 Surgeons, & 120
Assistant Surgeons, and that the Assistants will be promoted according to Merit &c.

I think I am justly entitled to promotion. I have heard of other Assistants being promoted,
who have Seen less Service than myself. by the time this reaches you I will have Seen one years
Service in the Army, (including the three months.) and more than half of this time I have been
doing the duties and having the responsibilities of a Surgeon, and have been at more expense that
Assistants generally are. I have treated all manner of disease, and had considerable experience in
Surgery, Sanitary regulations &c, and have been as Successful, if not more So, than many of our
present Surgeons.

I much prefer remaining under our own noble Commander-in-Chief, Gov. Curtin, because |
am proud of our State, also of her heroic Sons. if I cannot be promoted in our own State,

[page break]

I will make application at Washington City. if I am allowed to do So, I wish you would make an
effort in my behalf, to our own worthy Surgeon General, H. H. Smith, and ascertain if possible
what my chances are for being promoted Soon. if recommendations from our 45th will be of any
Service, I can furnish a full Supply.

I will leave this for your Consideration, and will feel grateful to you for your advice &c.

The papers you Sent me, came Safely, for which I am much obliged.

Col. Welsh is now at Stono Inlet, with Six Companies of our Regt. the other four we have
here, & are Still picketing along these Islands. on the 12th inst. Col. Welsh writes me, that two
of our Companies, H. & I. had a brisk Skirmish with the Rebels near James Island. they fired 40
rounds without ceasing & the Musket barrels became So hot that it Scorched their hands. Co. H.
had one man Killed & Co. I. one wounded. the 16th inst. our forces at Stono, advanced by land
on James Island to take a battery there of Some 5 guns that was able to Shell the Camp of our
Men. Genl. Stevens advanced towards the battery & Succeeded in getting Some men into it
twice, & was driven out each time, by superior numbers. he was

[page break]

to have been re-inforced by Genl. Wright from another direction, but for Some reason unknown
to me, he did not reach the place. they were all ordered to withdraw. the loss in Killed,
wounded, & Missing on our Side, is reported at 672. that of the enemy is unknown. the 100th P.
V. lost about 100. no other Pa. troops were engaged. Genl. Stevens wept like a child when he
was ordered back. he fought with Skill & bravery. one of our privates, I can’t say what Regt.
Swore he would have his man certain, & he actually rushed into the Fort, Seized a Rebel by the
hair of his head & dragged him over the ramparts, & into our Camp a prisoner of war. Our
troops fought heroically. The above account of the 16th inst. I give you as I heard it from a
reliable Source, who brought the news here from Stono.



Col. Welsh is with Genl. Wright and is temporarily in Command of a Brigade.

The health of this detachment is very good. the men Stand this climate remarkably well. it is
very warm & Sultry. Last week week crossed over to the Main land with two of our Co’S, A. &
D. for the purpose of driving away Some Rebels from a place called the White House, once a
Ferry Hotel. the Rebels annoyed our picket very much from this point, So we destroyed the
buildings & returned in Safety. It was my first attempt at house burning. As I had no musket, |
was determined to make myself useful in Some Manner. Kind regards to friends &c.

Yours Truly,
Theo. S. Christ.
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T.S. Chirst July 25/62 [This text in the top margin is written in a different ink and handwriting
from the body of the letter.]

Newport News Virginia July 25th 1862

Hon E. Slifer
Dr Sir

Your kind favor of June 30th, reached me a few days before our Regt. was re-united at Hilton
Head, S.C. we went into a new camp there on Elliott’s Plantation, and supposed we would
remain there untill September, but we had no more than comfortably fixed ourselves until we
received orders to pack up & march to the Wharf, to take passage on the Steamer Arago, for, as
we Supposed the James River, but we landed at this place on Monday last. we left S. Carolina,
this day one week ago, and arrived on Sunday night at Fortress Monroe, disembarked on
Monday Morning & marched here Same day, about three miles from the Wharf.

When we landed, I was Saluted by many old friends From the 51st P. V. who are now here. I
was pleased to See them all, and especially those from Lewisburg, Lieutenants Kelly, Beaver,
Shorkley & many others, also Col. Hartranft. Capt. Sinn, had left for home in the morning.

This is the cause of my not answering Sooner. I have really been working very hard and ever
Since we have been re-united. I will arrange matters So, that [ will be able to give you a weekly
Statement of what transpires among the Sick & wounded of our Reg’t. there is but few from our
own immediate neighborhood, what does belong there are all well, Walls, Blair, Isaac Rawn &
Mitchell, Son of the Rev. Mitchell of Williamsport. Should anything occur of note, you Shall
hear from me. we brought all but a few of our Sick with us here, a few were Sent to New York.
the rest are doing very well. Joseph [Monsell?] of Co. E. died yesterday in the General Hospital
here. he was taken very ill just before leaving Hilton Head. he had Typhoid Fever. he is from
Centre County, near or at Rock Springs, I believe.

[page break]

The health of our Regiment is very good. Diarrhoea, Dysentery, and a few Mild cases of
Fever is the principal trouble. As regards my promotion, I think I am justly entitled to it, in
conversing with Colonel Welsh to day, he asked me if he could do anything for me. (he had just
been reading a paper, which had a notice in for the examination of candidates for Assistant
Surgeons.) he said if he could be of any Service to me, I should let him Know. This was
unasked for, at the Same time, Should I be promoted he would be Sorry to See me leave his
Regt. he says I have done my duty faithfully & well, & have given entire Satisfaction, & am
deserving of being promoted.

My examination may have been deficient in Some respects, but my abilities for the position
Speak for it self. I feel confident that my experience will See me through Safely. it is no more
trouble to take care of a whole Reg’t. than it is of a half. this I have done for over 7 months. |
leave it with you, to arrange with the Surgeon General. Should I receive a commission as
Surgeon & that in a new Regiment, I would like very much to know before being assigned to one
if possible. I think there will be other changes in our Regt. before long. I might be mistaken, but
it has been intimated to me that Lieut. Col. Beaver will likely be promoted to be a Colonel of one
of the new Regt.’s. if So, I would like to be with him, & he would ask for me as his Surgeon I



know. he is certainly deserving of being promoted. time and again has he been complimented by
Maj. Genl’s. Hunter, Benham, & Williams, for the good discipline of his detachment; and the
prompt execution of all orders. he would make an excellent Colonel & one that would be much
respected by all under him.
I hear from different Sources that we will not be Sent forward for probably a month or Six
weeks.
I am well & enjoying good health.

I remain your humble Servant
Theo. S. Christ



- NPTANY P “L’“”\‘“V 360,
Neooo A SR Mea o, W
%\m&%\ $1ed e, st
W Lo S0 ® | ,,,
Qe %M&w\\ Ve N Sk Qh\c&\ o Ko nedie s, . Yo sl

- \‘\AA)\ B s Rl OB i M Naagst . Noe )QV\‘M elosam,
A

é

Y s e QCWLC,VQM NUIOER VR N
s Qmm%w\ ot Sy § Qoo oaies R\W Redy iy
PUEEAGE WP S A8 3 0 - AT S Y B Fe Rl Rood
e e e i & e, ol el M il R
Je Shapiler St domdine, whad b St Neads Dusenkim,

TT il §0nnns Mot Don eaNsert AR AT Mamtnrgn. wif 003 e Y AT
oS i SHA e i Wu\’ovm Rt s ol &‘WQ\I\A«J\{ 1
ond § st &, o, Yoo ede &\M ool Mo sy “f‘\imok
SREVYE SRV 1 TV S SRS ‘
Me necios sube Nonoda R Wealion oone e it
M&A\?\X«»«A\‘ Ao‘\fv;&u}\»&ow Rbtssbatib s asniioaid, dhiobiie. saakars
SO, PRI VIR WLV F WRICIP. 3 T - oerel sy

ot lgemned R g o andod %M—@\me Py ekcmc;{u,




’g B QQ%VWCL Lo Uiy PR § oo ‘\rv\w\)\uciﬂsw MM
s A A %&Lm M,UJQ\ wm\%uwm o oo LkDusade syone
et A e m‘,ﬁ)\ W%%&UW’%%

mw&lu\wmw %memm&w&m%m

\AMW mmﬁx“xwﬁv\\?m Mauw
%&\J\@\m &“\5\\ — é\%m @o)mwm
ahwk\%u(&\w :9% Mwm\pmmmw
kwuw\mm&w@ Wonee Yoo Regn fnon Koo Nemumidaah
%M\g\mu\ M\EQ\M&M Wwwx&&mokw
TSI R VERVRURTIL Y WV (SO MU SRR
mmwm&a-%w\mum\wm¢wumwﬁm,
Mwﬂmxw%&mm%wxmha pud = At canne
Y esnibonhs &W@\ HQ&M’\L\NWM Rt on klouu/ok
o WL i L\W%&XWMM e Gdganneds e
e ¥ Lo it nLW%M&Q\\MM W
qu} MWMMM& mo\mxrwex%mkww
Mo, D i mw\kww%vmmau
Xmmmc&sh M&»wv o T J\AM&MW(L Lod- \MMVX
é\\mw%ﬂ\m%mm JYWM Mo il s D
woerld L alhomed N5 naalepm, MM«&(JMOLMW%M\A%“
Mmmmw%wombwwa wour GrenkiA & e Lol

m% \\u/wc{\c\lvw* W‘ WQ*&M\B\@\&M\VVW*



PRSP W U WIS VIS ©, 0 rc s Y N P WO W 15

Xy NP, PR el 8 Romedan Rz, Y ol
w&km MQQ\X:;%& @\Nw Q\mo\ sy ol Aeanen
h\(w\&‘x %wau) M\A&\N\.%A %ﬁuwu, Wae A MM%\&
Aoy sane Podices LRIV TN o S L CINTIVS oo by R
Moeredl o Mm . v Pl LV ¥ \M%@m\w\ Voder Vo 8
SO T W v s oo v ol SO 1 onilie RS
e e e MMJMQ\ fove \§ %ou)\& } S\ Cane 5& Lok

Co o 8 N St g LIRS %A Dot o d ¥ annone W

P e b %JU\ i M:WA Xd\m el Fad arodiy ¥ Cana -
\vm Sec hea o Ry AESS deeres Wodn U-

B S Nl w:)mjwm \&QLW{ »\xw\a\ i o WP SN (PIVER
oo -l R e o Roallicadl W ledonis 2 |, sl ‘
b Lo o~y PR PPV S b o e Lonton, a1 '
JvLMS\Wx Kanma | Q{W&‘&M%‘x&,mm NP R I
TR, Yae Gl i Ao (e B Ao e W s ‘
Aecinn, \V B S S S R ] (SRR WRLIERE
A M WIRE A WLML O e Sl e 4 ek, ‘
W Hands Rt T San N \Kp s o rany Valenundiv,
BS,M- XW%\MW‘&-U‘ AP MWWL‘M

Sron o iy Senke, Spbdiasd s bopledacd L ol i Foktu it

& M)\)\WM.

e e R
A A



(S\ ? \M\:’ X’L S SO I WS \?V\Q)\‘ NWY W‘ 5 Mag,‘s)\* \»HULL 9\&
Nl M &Q\ 3 x’\wwu SO XIRVY SV § oWW\L v Jou - W{M\\; s
o)X )~M\WM\§?MX§\*‘}W%&1MMJ\\&&

RUQ\\ )\)\%&)\\,\X\VW VWL | BX\ \?Rwhmfuwe\\ \M M'\ ¥ AN
ng %A-\+@hn\&xﬁi’uwékme~m\Awﬁo
v M\i’mtﬂﬂ\ & B \M»«v\%&»\,\k NN WC,WJW‘J\; A’ would,
O T A S g S N P
- WW\} Aot T Q\'\LM‘\M «k%m\w. b ol e 6 Yuw
d(}amw KM\\)\‘:M\\\K WQM%MM\WW&V% &%gﬁ)&.\%ﬁm
N s il O\C-«rck W\M%‘Mﬂx\x\\m e R AR ONE, Qwﬁa&@,m‘
Dt et M\NMW\W@WWMM Lok Y e Wbyt § Teona
M&Lok%\wokmdkw% Yo A ov X&' Provroaar %lwvtho\ LSV

. MNV\-(A}\/\/\-’ (\)\MJ\/\NH \Mm\ 5

oo P o
ik 7Y PO e M"’ ,- -~
| '\st N\Cw M.XM%M,MS“‘§-V.
@VQLOWLNMJJ % Lo ‘

N,

/
Ar / é )
/ o/

p
l /@5 7

sl B



Brooks Station Aug. 7th 1862
Near Aquia Creek, Va.

Hon. E. Slifer,
Harrisburg,
Pa.

Dear Friend,

Your letter of the 9th July Sent to Port Royal, reached me on board the Elm City, just as we
were leaving Newport News for this place. we left Newport News on Monday morning last, and
landed next evening at Aquia Creek, where we remained for the night. next morning 8
companies of our Regt. was Sent to this Station & we are now guarding the Rail Road for 7 2
miles. the other 2 Companies, Col. Welsh Kept with him at Aquia Creek Landing, which is his
Head Quarters.

Genl. Stevens’s Head Quarters, (in Whose Division we are now.) is at Frericksburg, about 13
miles from here. we are all in Maj. Genl. Burnsides, Army Corps. the rest of his command has
passed on up the road to different points.

We receive our Mails daily, from Washington City. I am now only about 40 miles below
Alexandria, where I was a month last Summer. Since that time I have traveled a great many
miles, passed through a number of States, & seen many changes.

[page break]

I am pleased to learn that I am marked for promotion, and that Surgeon General Smith, has
taken an interest in me. You will please accept my thanks for the interest you have manifested in
my behalf. I feel grateful to you, for this, as well as for a number of instances in which you have
proven yourself my friend. if [ am ever able, in any manner to Serve you, I will do it with the
greatest pleasure.

I suppose you have already heard of Dr. Potter resigning & leaving the Regiment. he has no
one to blame but himself, he was never at his post. Since the Regt. has re-united, his duties Fell
upon my Shoulders, consequently I had double duty to perform. he was never Sober, & often
beastly drunk, which made it unpleasant for me, & more laborious. I am now enjoying my
position more than I ever did, just because I am not Sworn at by a drunken man. he was placed
under arrest by our Col. for drunkenness, he trespassed his order & left Camp cursing & damning
every Officer in the Regt. he was then arrested again & would have been Court-Martialed,
which would certainly have given him a dishonorable discharge from Service, which he
deserved, but many of us Knew his family, relatives & friends. we asked that he be allowed to
resign, which would allow him to go home in a more honorable way. it was granted, & he
handed in his resignation & left next day. I feel sorry for him &

[page break]

freely forgive him for his un-gentlemanly & un-professional Conduct towards me. he is not a
friend of mine. to my face he was friendly. behind my back he said many bad things, which the
Officers have told me, all because they would praise me up in his presence. the day before he
left, our Hospital Steward went to Phila. to appear before that board, for promotion to an Ass’t



Surgeonship. Since then I have had to do the work of three, no help whatever. I had Medicine,
beds, bedding, &c &c to pack & take care of, Sick to attend to, Medicines to put up, &c, and I
assure you I never worked half So hard before. with all this work & confusion in breaking up
Camp & moving, I went through it all in less time & with more pleasure than if Dr. P. had been
with me. I expect our Hospital Steward back this week.

I left my Sickest men, & all those unfit for active Service, at Newport News, Genl. Hospital,
28 in all. I have now 4 men in Hospital. The General health of our Regt. is better than it has
been for months. our present Camp is, I think, a healthy one. I wish I could give you Some late
news. it is rumored here that Genl. King is having a brisk fight at, or near Falmouth. I cannot
Say how true it is. I have really been So busy arranging Tents, Medicines &c. that I have not
taken time to ask questions.

[page break]

If I am to be promoted & that very soon, I hope it will be in this Regt. I have not asked any
one but yourself to see about my promotion. I will let the Officers & men of the Regt. speak for
me, of their own accord. if they think I am deserving of it, & able to fill the position, they I have
no doubt will Say So in due time. & if I am unworthy, I never want it. I would like to be
promoted for Meritorious Conduct. this is the only true way to gain the highest posts of honor.
I am able to fill a Surgeon’s position. if made Surgeon of this Regt. I hope I will receive good
assistance, which I have no doubt will be the case. Excuse this hastily written letter, it is late in
the night & I have worked hard all day & more for to morrow planned out.

Kind regards to your family & all enquiring friends.

I remain Yours truly,
Theo S. Christ
Asst. Surgeon, 45th P. V.

Direct to me & ¢
“Burnside Army Corps.”
Via Washington, D. C.
“At Aquia Creek”

Vir.
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Acquia Creek, Vir. Aug. 9th 1862

Hon. E. Slifer,
Harrisburg, Pa.
Dear Friend

Yours of the 6th inst. is recd. congratulating me on my promotion &c. please accept my
thanks for your Kind wishes. also for the interest you have always taken in my behalf. your
many Kindnesses towards me will never be forgotten.

I wrote you a lengthy letter a few days ago, informing you of our whereabouts &c. Since then
but little has transpired of note in this vicinity, except among our advanced troops. the 21st N.Y.
while moving forward, left their Sick in the rear, about 70 in all, and they were captured by
Stewarts Cavalry when in Sight of Fredericksburg. the Regt. could have re-taken them by firing
into the Cavalry, but they feared Killing their own Sick, So they left them go.

I will endeavor to do my duty as Surgeon of the Regt. in every particular, and prove myself
worthy of promotion. Col’s Welsh & Beaver, and our town boys wish to be remembered.
Excuse haste, Kind regards to enquiring friends. will write you, whenever anything of note
transpires.

Yours truly-
Theo. S. Christ, Surgeon, 45th P. V.
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Camp near Lovetsville, Vir. Oct. 28th 1862.

Hon. Eli Slifer
My dear Friend,

A much longer time has elapsed, than I had intended Should, without writing to you, but
owing to the illness of one of my Assistants, Since the battle of South Mountain, and the
additional duties devolving upon me, (Since Oct. 1st) of Acting Brigade Surgeon, of 3rd Brigade,
my time has been So much taken up, that I was compelled to neglect my friends unwillingly.
therefore, I ask to be excused for my long Silence, and will endeavor to be more punctual
hereafter.

At this time I wish more particularly to call your attention to the position now occupied by
our Noble Colonel, Thomas Welsh. he is now acting Brigadier General, of 3rd Brigade, 1st
Division, 9th Amy Corps. You know very well of his Gallant Conduct at the late battles in
Maryland, at the head of the 2nd Brigade. Genl’s Burnside & Wilcox have given him publickly,
a Splendid name, for his bravery and Coolness, during those engagements. the Whole Brigade
have the highest respect for him, and really love him, and will go unflinchingly wherever he may
direct, having Such unlimited confidence in all his Movements.

I hear that Penna. is entitled to a great number of Brig. Generals, &

[page break]

that a number will Soon be appointed. now could not Col. W. be one of the first appointed. I
know Genl. Burnsides has recommended him for it. besides his commission dates farther back
than any Penna. Colonel. in the 9th Army Corps, and he has been in Service longer, therefore has
a Stronger claim than any other. You Civilians at home, may not Know how unpleasant it is for
a worthy Officer, to be commanded by his Junior in rank, besides after conducting his Brigade
all through Maryland, with credit to himself, his men, & State. he is Suddenly relieved by his
Junior Officer taking his place, & he Col. W. returned to his Regiment again, two days
afterwards re-instated to the command of the Same Brigade, is not only unpleasant &
discouraging to himself, but all his friends here, & at home. now if to be appointed a Brigadier
& commissioned as Such, could it not be that his name Should be among the first, then he could
make his calculations accordingly.

We all expect it, we look for it, and will be very much disappointed if he is not appointed.
had Col. W. been mustered into the U.S. Service when first offering his Services to the State,
there would be but a few in our whole Army that would out-rank him. I Knowing you are well
acquainted with Col. W. I feel free to write & recommend a valuable & good man for an
honorable & reliable position. he often Speaks of yourself & Wm. Frick Esq. in the most
praiseworthy manner. Should you feel interested in his behalf, as I Know you are in all good &
loyal Men, please urge his appointment & I feel free to

[page break]
Say you will not only please him and his friends here, but at his own home and vicinity.

I am well and in excellent health & Spirits. the health of our Regt. is very good. never better,
we have not had one death from disease Since July last; & have endured more hardships &



exposure Since that time, than at any one time before, Since we are a Regiment. I certainly Feel
Flattered to be able to Say as much.

We crossed the Potomac, on a Pontoon bridge at Berlin, Md. on Sunday last. it rained &
Stormed all day and night, was very unpleasant I assure you. we was the 2nd Division across
after the Cavalry. we went into Camp Same day within 2 mile of Sovitsville, where we Still
remain, our whole 9th Army Corps is now across. Genl’s McClellan & Burnside are here. we
move forward in the morning.

Please remember me to your family, & all enquiring friends.

I remain Your Humble Servant
Theo. S. Christ

Surgeon, 45th Regt. P. V.

3rd Brig. 1st Div. 9th A. C.
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Theo S. Christ
Dec 29/63

[This is written above Christ’s place and date lines in the handwriting of someone other than

Christ.]

Blenn’s Cross Roads, East Tenn.
Dec. 29th 1863

Hon. Eli Slifer
Dear Sir,

I have often thought of you Since in the Service, and have written you a number of letters, &
have had them answered, for which I am truly thankful. T would have written more frequently,
but Knowing the great amount of business you are constantly engaged in, I feared I might be
trespassing upon your valuable time. I only write now, informing you of my whereabouts &c.

The doings of our old 9th A. C. & more particularly our old 45th Pa. Regt, you have read
before this in the Newspapers. Therefore I will not repeat it here. Suffice it to Say, Since our
Corps is in this department we have Suffered more

[page break]

for the want of food, clothing, & Shelter, than we have ever before experienced Since in Service.
we had comfortable winter quarters erected at Lenoir Station, 23 miles below Knoxville, & was
just beginning to enjoy them when we were forced to retreat from there, & by mis-management
on the part of Someone, much of our baggage was destroyed, Tents &c. we came to Knoxville
where we were holed by Longstreet for 18 days. here we were all fed on V4 rations most of the
time. that ration was Fresh beef or pork, Salt, bread made of unbolted flour, bad at that & corn,
occasionally a little coffee & Sugar. here was Spent many Sleepless days & nights, expecting an
attack on our front every hour. the fighting you have read about before this. with all of this
hunger & hard marching, I never Seen our men in better Spirits & health & more anxious to
fight. in fact our whole line had sworn to die at their post. at one

[page break]

time we all expected to be taken prisoners, and to tell the truth had Longstreet advanced on us at
any time the first five days he could have taken the city. but he delayed, & we made good use of
our time, by working day & night, and when we was ready we were willing for him to come. he
did try it on the 29th the result you Know. All this time I was busy in the Hospital operating
upon the wounded. we lost in our Regt. but 20 in all. Most of them Slight wounds. After the
Seige was raised we Started after the retreating enemy & followed them as far as Bean Station,
where we halted for Several days, & then fell back to this Cross Roads, 18 miles from Knoxville.
the past two weeks we have been Skirmishing with them daily & have taken a great many
Prisoners. where we will go next I am unable to Say, but begin to think we will have a winter
campaign, if so we will Suffer

[page break]



Still more for the want of Shelter & clothing. as yet our trains has not reached us from
Kentucky. the weather here is as rough & Stormy as at home at this Season. The result of
Elections in the North, & especially our own Noble State, has been most glorious & cheering
news to our troops. when I heard it first, we were returning to Knoxville from the Blue Spring
battle. I announced it to our Regt. & then proposed three cheers for our Governor & Soldiers
friend, & the State. I do wish you could have heard this noble band of Veterans giving full vent
to their feelings, it would have pleased you I Know. they were prouder of this, than the victory
they just had gained on the battle-field. we are Satisfied now, & if you will Keep down the
infernal Copperheads at home, we will whip the Rebels in due time.

Re-enlisting in our Corps is progressing finely. I think we will be able to get our Regiment
into it, as a Regiment.

Please Send me a few State documents occasionally during the winter.

Please remember me Kindly to your family & all enquiring friends. if you have time to
answer please do So.

Truly your friend
Theo. S. Christ

“Direct -
Surgeon 45th Regt. P. V.
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