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Bellefonte Dec 29 1860 
Hon Eli Slifer 
 
 It affords me great pleasure and satisfaction to offer you the office of Sec. of the Comth. 
 I am inclined to place myself in relations of confidence with you not only from your 
fitness for the place, and the estimation in which you are held by the people of the state, but from 
our friendly personal relations. 
 I will confer with you (should it be your pleasure to accept the office) on the subject of 
the Dep. Sec. Comth and the other offices in your [illegible]. 
 It is proper that I should say that I am clear that under the laws the legislation must elect a 
successor to you in five days after notice of your resignation.  There can be no [wavings?] of the 
law, and as I am now [illegible] I could not permit a trust 
 
[page break] 
 
of so much importance to the people to be held in direct violation of the letter and spirit of the act 
of assembly. 
 I have provided that there will be necessity for your presence here as I will be in 
Harrisburg on Saturday before my inauguration.  If in the mean time that arrangement should be 
changed I will write you.  
         Yours Truly 
          A. G. Curtin 







My dear Sir 
 
 I am in honor bound to prefer Wilmot for Senator.  He sent delegates from the North for 
me and was at Harrisburg assisting to promote my election.  If he can be elected by any fair 
means he should be.  
 We can rely on him as a true man, and rest assured we cannot on Cameron.  I wrote 
McClure on the subject last month.  Will you see him and Finney and others of our immediate 
friends and elect him if you can.  
 Rest assured it is of the first importance to us all, and I have no doubt of the result if you 
all turn in.  You can use my patronage to some extent and I will come down if you think it 
prudent.   
 I would leave here now with great reluctance, but will do almost anything to secure this 
point.  Will you please to see Wilmot at once and confer with him.  He will tell you if there  
 
[page break] 
 
is anything in the rumor of an alliance between him and Gen. Cameron.  I have letters to that 
effect this evening. 
 You, McClure, Finney and a few others had better meet and see what can be done and 
write me by return mail to whom I shall write and what do. 
        Yours Truly, 
        A. G. Curtin 
        31 Dec. 1860 
 
P.S. There is no sense in the suggestion made by some that the excitement from the South 
hinders Wilmot.  Why should he suffer more than any other candidate.  If you fail to elect him 
you will all regret it when too late  
        A. G. C.  
  









My Dear Sir 
 
 Your letter rec’d. what you have done merits my unofficial approbation.  We had better 
time in [place?] and let our friends reaping the benefits of the victory if some can. 
 I am gratified that Thomas wants your approbation. 
 I wrote McClure on the subject and after you see him you had better  
 
[page break] 
 
appoint Thomas and announce it at once. 
 We must look out for a competent chief clerk. 
 I will be in Lewistown on Saturday for the afternoon train.  You can come up in the noon 
train and meet me at Mifflin. 
 Better write [Plainance?] to be on that train. 
 Wilmont is our man and put him in if you can.  I bear the matter with my friends. 
         Yr Trly 

A. G. Curtin 
 
[page break] 
 
P.S. Please forward the enclosed to Mr. [Hanecure].   





Harrisburg 
Jany 26 1861 
Hon E. Slifer 
Dear Sir 
  
 If you can make any arrangement to give Wallace Kerr the vacant clerkship in your office.  
I will be much obliged.  He has always been one of my warmest friends and his family supported 
me zealously.  
 You are aware of my anxiety on this subject and will oblige me much if you can give Mr. 
Kerr the place. 
          Yrs Tly 
          A. G. Curtin 













Atlantic City: 
August 5 1861 
Hon Eli Slifer 
 Secretary of State 
  Harrisburg 
   Dear Sir 
  
 You and the gentlemen in the Military Department, understand the history of the Bentz 
contract: and the difficulty about the overcoats up to the time of my departure from Harrisburg.   
 It has now assumed a place that requires immediate settlement. 
 Gen Biddle has given notice to Mr. Thos Webster that he will not receive the Overcoats 
made by him under his contract with the state, which notice; although leaving the name of Gen. 
Biddle, is in the hand writing, (signature and all,) of Mr. Bentz. 
 He has also given notice by a 
 
[page break] 
 
telegram to the Inspectors, not to inspect any more of the coats made by Mr. Webster, a copy of 
which was served upon him, by Mr. Snyder, one of the Inspectors. 
 Gen. Biddle has acted under a misapprehension, in as much as the coats were made faster, 
than the Inspectors were ready to inspect and receive them, of which fact, Mr. Webster, was 
abundant and conclusive proof.  You are fully aware of my anxiety to protect Gen. Biddle in the 
contract imprudently made with Mr. Bentz, and but for the advice of those who surround me, and 
enjoy my confidence, I would have assumed the responsibility of relieving him, by placing 
myself in his stead, on the second.   
 To declare now, that Mr. Webster had forfeited his contract, in order to [let?] in Bentz in 
preference would be so unjust, if not perfidious, that it cannot be permitted. 
 [Whilst?], as you know, I have always been willing to sustain 
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gentlemen in the various Departments of the Government, in the discharge of their duties, will 
not be made a party to a transaction of such a character. - Mr. Webster will visit Harrisburg 
tomorrow evening and I trust justice will be done him as once, without the necessity for my 
immediate return to Harrisburg.  The enclosed advertisement has only appeared in the telegraph 
and is on paper in Phila; which must be our mission on the part of Gen Biddle, as heretofore all 
advertisements fewer for contracts for clothing, have appeared in paper published in Phila and 
Pittsburg.  You will please have this subject, and the setting of contracts made on Friday last 
supervised by Mr. Meredith.  I have some fears  
 
[page break] 
 
that Mr. Snyder, one of the Inspectors is in complicity with Mr. Bentz: and Mr. Cochrane should 
be therefore be consulted in reference to the subject. 
 If you desire the knowledge and advice of Mr. Wright on this subject, telegraph him at 
once. 



 I wish you if possible to extricate Gen Biddle from the complications, in which he is 
involved by Bentz: and I desire you, to have the inspection of the clothing furnished by Mr. 
Webster, [illegible] on Tuesday, so that the volunteers may at once have the benefit of the 
preparation made for them. 
 I shall expect to hear from you on Tuesday by telegraph.  
 My heart is much injured, and I am so much benefited by my sojourn here that I would 
like to stay as long as possible. 
         Yrs Trly 

A. G. Curtin 
 
[page break] 
 
P.S.  
 I presume, you of course will infer that I wish you to consult the gentlemen in the 
Military Department as well as Mr. Meredith, but as there may be no misapprehension, I beg you 
to lay the subject, with the contents of this letter before the gentlemen of my staff. 
         A.G.C  
  







Dear Slifer 
 
 The notice will do very well and I make no addition to it. 
 I am receiving very active treatment and am not able to move about but anything to get 
well. 
 I take it all without complaining.  If I cannot get any [illegible] Monday or Tuesday 
would it not be well for [Russel?] to come over for a day and let me 
 
[page break] 
 
[illegible] ever [our?] to talk with - Sunday could be a good day. 
 I am organizing the Pennsylvanians here into a relief body and it will do good. 
 Some one had better go to the Bucktails and see after the wounded. 
 [illegible] the vote [illegible] if you can. 
 You should send Hoards body if it can be had. 
 Write me I cant write as I am a little [illegible]. 
         Yrs 
         A.C.G 







Bedford Aug. 9 1862 
Hon Eli Slifer 
 
 I received your last dispatch and from what you say it is evident that I should be at 
Harrisburg it is too late now to reach any train today or tonight. 
 I can leave here this evening or tomorrow morning and reach Hollidaysburg by noon if 
you ask Scott he will give me a locomotive & car from there.  Tell him it is important that I 
should be in  
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Harrisburg and that I will meet the car so as to be there tomorrow afternoon.  I am perfectly well 
and have felt as though I should be in Harrisburg for several days past.  Answer immediately 
after you hear from Scott.  McReynolds is in office waiting.   
         A. G. Curtin 





Bedford Springs August 9th 1862 
Hon E. Slifer 
 
 I am well enough to come but it is too late for stage meet evening train.  If very important 
will try to make train tonight at Hollidaysburg.  Intend to go on Monday but can go tomorrow.  
Let me know if important I should come and I will in quickest possible time. 
          A. G. Curtin 
 









Hagerstown 
Hon Eli Slifer 
Secy Commonwealth  
 
 I find everything here in confusion and if it should rain tonight it is hard to tell what will 
occur. 
 No arrangements for commissary or quarter masters duties and the men are encamped or 
rather on the ground about the town. 
 The Grey Reserves 
 
[page break] 
 
have gone to Boonstown in same condition and the Regiments here refuse to march. 
 I send Wright to the army when Genl Reynolds now is to explain and will remain until 
his return.  If the army requires immediate support as I am here there is but one course to pursue. 
  I must go along and ask men to volunteer to follow me.  The battle yesterday did not 
result in a decisive success from  
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all I can learn I arrived at one 1 o’clock & will await return of Wright which will be six hours.  
unless we can get system at once better stop men from coming or hold them in Harrisburg. 
 I will get a room and try what I can do.  Tell Mrs Curtin I will be home tomorrow 
evening.  Say nothing about my going to Army. 
          A. G. Curtin 





Harrisburg November 1862 
Hon Eli Slifer 
 
 Come down so as to be here early Monday as possible.  General Thomas is here to take 
drafted men for old Regiments, and will begin Monday. 

A. G. Curtin 
 
Paid 





Wash. 5 
Hon E. Slifer 
 
 Frick & Armstrong will be restored would have been this morning if report of 
proceedings here will wait until tomorrow to see it done. 
 Ferry will be delivered.  Do not believe business McClure anxious for will succeed it is 
too much deferred. 
        A. G. Curtin 
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