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Publisher's Note

Oops!...a word best not heard in the dentist’s office while under the drill or if one is the unfortu-
nate cause of a six-car pile up. Yes, “oops” is better said in funny ironic situations...such as the last
issue of crossroads’.

No, we didn’t report anything wrong or mislabel any of the pictures. There was so much germane
literary meat within that we didn’t have room to acknowledge crossroads’ first cover “girl”, the dress
designer or the photographer or, for that matter, the circumstances that led up to our first color cover.

July 4, 1996. Sitting in front of my favorite
Harrisburg watering hole, The Neptune, (so
what if I'm accused of favoritism), on that late
sunny afternoon, there approached a figure of
loveliness (sing: Do Wah Diddy Diddy, diddy
dum diddy doo). The lady was arrayed in the
familiar colors of American independence for
which her ensemble was so indeed appropos.
Sipping on those now famous Captain
Morgan and Cokes (I need to talk to them
about these free plugs) | heard the utterance of
inspiration, “Take a picture of the drag.” Okay,
so it wasn’'t “If you put a drag queen on the
cover, they will come”, but it did in a pinch. Having decided to do so we, myself, the model, Tim
(above) and Jack (below with model and Tim), crossed the street and found ourselves on the northern
steps of the PA State Capitol Building. This photo shoot was not to be by any means ordinary.
Completing the impromptu task, | returned to my cafe seat only to have someone comment to
the model the outrageous possibility of her appearance on the next cover of crossroads. Anywhere
Inspiration can be acquired, you grab it and run with
it. After attaining her permission | set to work
designing the next cover. The rainbow flag in the
background was taken last year during my vacation
in Provincetown which provided an interesting juxta-
position with the Paul Foltz designed and construct-
ed holiday gown.

An additional note: As sometimes is the case
with various female impersonaters, sometimes their
tatoos get in the way which could have been the case
with our cover shot. The wizardry of Spectracomp of
Mechanicsburg and in particular one Karen Gillett
who, upon getting permission from yours truly to
remove the body markings, took the photos to her

company thus commencing the process of constructing crossroads’ initial color cover.
Thanks to our model Mike, Paul, Karen, as well as Jack and Tim and others who made an other-
wise ordinary July 4 in Harrisburg become one of inspiration and subsequent magic.

crossroads
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Valley group sewing memories that will last.
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on where it all started. This Wall Street Journal reprint
should bring you up to date on one of the burning issues of
1996.
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would be happier as Kathryn. The trialsfaced by this trans-
gendered is the subject of a profile by Delphine Pillar.

20 The crossroads' Survey - Tired ofpolitical surveys? Here's
one you’'llfind relevant and informative. And..

22 ...enter The Houses Of Bill and Bob to check out Marakay
Rogers’ charting that will result in victory for one of the
major candidates in this November’s racefor Prez.

27 BIiGIYAH: A Place to Teach and Learn isfacilitator’'s Sharon
Mahar Potter’'s story of her experiences with young people

coming to grips with their sexual orientation. This along
with a reprint oj Jim T.'s Coming Out: A Guide for Youth should

provide assistance to individuals making one of the tough-
est decisions of their lives.

31 Facing Jesus - Dave Snyder’'sfictional account of the tra-
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Photo Essays
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held more significance than racefor those who attended.
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gaytrans community.
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To paraphrase Shakespeare: Now is the late summer of our discontent. The
U.S. Senate has put the kybosh on two pieces of legislation that would have
had far reaching implications for every citizen in this country. September 10,
1996 will the day that legislators said both, "No you don't" and "Maybe, but
not yet."”

The anti-same sex marriage legislation known as the Defense of Marriage Act
(DOMA) was passed in quick response to the Hawaiian Supreme Court's deci-
sion forcing the Hawaii to present clear reasons as to why same sex unions
should not be as legitimate as a heterosexual one. States across the country
(Pennsylvania included) have either voted in the affirmative or have legisla-
tion pending disallowing official recognition (and the subsequent benefits) of
these unions if they do occur in Hawaii or any other state that legalizes it.

One wonders whether the framers of the U.S. Constitution were spinning
in their graves or breathed a sigh of relief. Either way, the controversy has
subsided for now. The "full faith and credit" clause of this document appears
to have been disregarded and will become the impetus for the U.S. Supreme
Court to deliver the final verdict on same sex marriages.

Listening to the debate from the well of the Senate it two points became
abundantly clear: Decisions were made on the basis of religious if not eco-
nomical prudence. According to the "Biblical scholars" homosexuality is
wrong and therefore unions among them are considered unnatural. The
tenets of love among the world's religions are only proper for those who are
willing to procreate which has been severely institutionalized by the state.
There's nothing wrong with procreation (we're all a product of it), but there
exists gay women and men who cohabitate and who are doing a fantastic job
raising the future caretakers of the country.

As for the financial implication of these unions, witnessing the debacle
made of Social Security gives one cause to pause. It is, however, a blatant
crime that members of the same gender who live together in a loving relation-
ship cannot simply arrange for the finacial security for their partner in the
case of their demise. There are ways to do it (as was printed in the last issue of
crossroads), however more steps must be taken than in legitimate couplings.

And speaking of the piece of paper that was written so ambiguously that
civil rights legislation had to be crafted giving minorities permission to vote
among other things, apparently did not give everyone the right to security
within the work place. Rather than right an longstanding wrong, certain law-
makers decided to give employers the privilege to continue firing gays and
lesbians because of their sexual orientation. This of course could work in the
favor of gay and lesbian employers. Have there been instances of gays firing
straights? The mind reels.

The vote on the Employee Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) was quite close
(50-49 against with Republicans breaking ranks to vote in the affirmative) giv-
ing one comfort that one of two things will happen. Either the U.S. Senate will
pick up the legislation once again in the next session and pass it only to see
what a Republican majority in the House would do (if one materializes after
the November election). Perhaps President Clinton, if reelected, will sign an
Executive Order outlawing all discrimination in the workplace. If so, don't
look for it to occur until the third year of the second term in order for Clinton
to get his program through in the first two. We are jumping the gun though.

No editorial at this time would be complete without an endorsement for
this nation's highest office. Because crossroads has yet to appoint an editorial
board, within which these matters should be carefully weighed, a selection
will not be presented to you the reader. Instead, we urge you to register if you
are not already and if so exercise the power of the ballot. Whoever you vote
for, rest assured that the decision you make is the right one that comforts your

conscience. X

crossroads

About The Cover

Lifting masks is not only a proce-
dure performed with pleasure at the
stroke of midnight during swanky
masquerade balls. For many gay and
lesbian individuals across the nation,
as well as here in Central PA, itis usu-
ally signifies a conscious decision
made on a personal level to family,
friends and co-workers. There are
times, however, when the masks are
snatched away via caustic remarks,
inadvertant sightings and guilt by
association.

The unveiling of a person's sexual
orientation by malicious circum-
stances, a procedure commonly
known as "outing", can place the
lesbian woman or gay man in a
dilemna that can have serious far-
reaching consequences in their daily
functions on the job front as well as
with members of their family and
even with their significant others.

October 11, 1988 signaled a new
red letter day on the gay/lesbian cal-
endar. National Coming Out Day was
celebrated for the first time across
America in commemoration of the
first anniversary of the gay and les-
bian March on Washington. Today
that that inspired spirit of activism
continues as many gays and lesbians
use the date to come out of their
closet; proud of the individuals they
are.

The date has gained subsequent
national prominence thanks to the
talk shows such as Oprah Winfrey's
who has used the subject on her
October 11th shows as well as in the
Susquehanna Valley (the most recent
example was a gathering at the
State Capital Building sponsored by
this month's spotlighted organization
the Bisexual, Gay and Lesbian Youth
Association of Harrisburg (Bi-GLYAH).

Lebanon, PA artist Harry Long
captures the essence of this special
day with his exclusive cover portrait
for crossroads.



Letter to the Editor
Cleaning Up For a Good Cause

I am writing this letter to ‘whosoever'
it is that is in charge of things like honor-
able mentions, etc. Although this gentle-
man had no intention of volunteering for
this event, he participated, probably more
than any of the people that had actually
volunteered. This event in question ws
the Car Wash to benefit the Pride Festival
mwhich was held on July 20,1996 in the
parking lot of The Stallions. The gentle-
man that | am speaking of would be Mr.
Joel Powers.

(M)any of the employees of all three of
our local drinkeries participated. Joel,
who of course, all along repeated, "I did-
n't even volunteer for this *@#$! Car
Wash Committee," washed almost every
single car. In one way or another.

Mr. Eric Selvey, the man about town
himself, can attest to the fact that Joel was
involved until the very last minute...con-
sidering the fact that Mr. Selvey's dirty lit-
tle buggy was the last car to be cleaned by
our most excellent team of car washing
gi...or que...oh | mean, guys, | guess... that
have ever given you a gay wash. Of
course, | was one of those guys.

But, after all of the people that were
washing, drying and chamoising disap-
peared, Joel kept on a-washin'. As a mat-
ter of fact, | think he may have washed
Eric's car alone, unless "Miss Girl" and
the kids helped. I'm sorry, | mean Tina
and the kids. They were really a lot help
also, toward the end of the show.

| don't, by any means, mean to dis-
count the hard work done by all of the
other people who lent a hand to insure
the cleanliness of all of our wonderful
patrons' rides. But, | just wanted to give a
pat on the back to someone who really
did deserve it. From me to you, "Thank
ya..." Love ya hon!

Mr. Jamie Filippelli
The Strawberry Cafe

Ed. note: Honorable mention very much
deserved. However, Tina and the kids adeptly
assisted Mr. Powers in the sorely needed bath
of my Maxima. Thanks to all who gave Sexy
Maxy her well deserved bath and who helped
raise moneyfor the 1996 Pride Festival.

Tony Bucher

Perception

My partner and | are lucky in that we enjoy the
‘friendship of some wonderful people. Among them
are a married heterosexual couple who live nearby
us in Dillsburg. We came to know this couple dur-
ing the blizzard of ‘96 and the subsequent flooding
that affected our townhouses.

From the time of the flooding in January until
we all moved to new homes at the end of February,
we did many things together and became close
friends.

Recently, while having a discussion with our
friends, an interesting point was raised. Since they
have gotten to know us, they realize that their “per-
ception” of gays and their lifestyle was not accu-
rate. They have gone from having a problem with
our lifestyle to being friends we're sure to have or a
lifetime. We go shopping together, have dinner
together, go to church together and the wife attend-
ed the crossroads open house with us.

| have always felt that perception of the gay life
by most people is the biggest obstacle to over-
come. As one popular talk show once stated,
“People think every time two gay people get togeth-
er that their swinging from the chandelier.”

When introduced to new straight people, who
may become friends, | do not make it a point to say
I'm gay. Not that | am hiding, but as they come to
know me, this fact will come out naturally. However,
by this time they know “me” and the fact that | am
gay does not matter.

If people take the time to know us, they will
quickly find that their “perception” of gay people is
very off track. And for every person who under-
stands this, there is one more person to educate
others to this same fact. X

Did you have a great time at a
community event? Know of anyone who
deserves recognition? Have a gripe
that you would like to share with our
readers? Does an article or commen-
tary give you reason to respond?

Send it to crossroads.
Fictitious names may be used if
desired. Send your letter to

CPI
c/lo crossroads
P.0. Box 5744
Harrisburg, PA 17110-0744

Linda Felty

United We Stand?

If we as a homosexual community expect oth-
ers to accept us for who we are and to treat us with
respect, then we had better start doing that among
ourselves.

When my partner and | go out, it seems as
though the “Lipstick Lesbians” look down on those
of us who are more “Dykish.” We must all remem-
ber that we are all a part of the same group, and
should make an effort to try to get along. There is
not only comfort in numbers, but speaking as one
voice will make a difference. Whether we be
Lipsticks, Butch, Soft Butch, Femme, Dyke, or
whatever you want to call yourself, we all come
under one category when all is said and done, and
that is LESBIAN.

We must show that we are here and are going
to stick together and that we are not going to go
away. If you are comfortable with your lifestyle and
not putting yourself at risk, put a rainbow triangle,
license plate or whatever you wish on your vehicle.
I know that in the past few months | have been
seeing more and more around my town of
Lebanon, and that is a comforting feeling, to know
that there are others here. It is real nice when they
acknowledge you with a flash of their lights, which
happened to my partner, and it made her feel good,
or acknowledge each other with a smile. We know
you are OUT there, and the more other people see
how many of us there really are and who we really
are, the more we will be accepted as just everyday
members of society, and productive in the commu-
nity.

Let's make the RAINBOW CONNECTION, let's
start treating each other the way we want others to
treat us and accept us. Display your pride so we
can all feel less alone OUT there.

| personally know what it is like to put yourself
at risk with rainbow stickers, etc. but I still have
them on my truck. My children go to a Catholic
school, | have picked them up and dropped them
off with my truck, but | do not shove it in the
school's face, | just want them to recognize that we
are “normal” everyday people, and our children, if
we have any, can be just like every one else’s
child.

So if you are OUT there, please start coming
out of the woodwork, and lets all stand as one, not
as this type or that type. Remember, as in our a
country it is also true for us, “United we stand,
divided we fall.” X
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Put On Your
High Heel
Sneakers
Mama...
\struttin' her
[stuff and
[entertaining
[the troops
was Arcadia

[Alexander,

the reigning

[Miss Black

[Gay Pride, Hear Ye! Hear Ye! The Court s In Session as Charity
D.C, Ball Queen Vicki is accompanied by Ms. Stallions

1995 Angel Valentin and Lancaster's reigning
Miss Tally Ho Poison.

A Lovely Bunch of Beauties otherwise known as the
Steering Committee graced the procedings. Mugging For Our Camera were participants (left to

Shown are (1st row left to right) President Stormy Scott, Gerri . . . .
Rogers, (2nd row) Doris McNeil, Deb Turner, Debbie Stevens, (3rd rlght) DOUg Relgel, Michael Tynde“’ Tyrone Smith,

row) Barabara Webb, Jocelyn Hubbert, Tracey Strickland, and and Carmen Claudio.
Elsa Fountain.

According to founder Bobbi Moore (left), it was with the intention of "encouraging spiritual and
social harmony between culturally diverse women and men” that Simplicity Attractions Unlimited
was born. With its origins in Baltimore, this fifteen year old organization was originally formed by les-
bians to foster unity among its own numbers. Its functions, however, began to attract gay men and
thus room was made to include them in their events.

The recent affair held in the Capital City was Simplicity's "coming out" to the
Harrisburg community. With chapters in NYC (Bronx/Manhattan &

Brooklyn/Queens), York, as well as in Its native Baltimore/D.C., the goal of each
charity event is to generate funds for local groups. The Harrisburg gala, which
attracted over 100 participants, raised funds to send children to Camp Firefly—a
setting for bereaved children run by Professional Hospice Care.

Bobbi, a recreation/parks coordinatorfor Howard County, Maryland, is look-
ing forward to their annual Black & Gold event October 11-12. Cost is $35 for the
whole event. For more information, call Bobbi at 301.596.6167/410.997.9443 if in
Baltimore, Delores 301.350.2004 or Gladys 202.398.2307 in D.C., Doris 717.792.5758
in York, or Stormy in Harrisburg 717.238-2004.
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For All The World To View is a bundled series ofeight panels creating the massive 12x12 that will
blanket the expanse of Washington, D.C.'s National Mall during the Columbus Day weekend.

A Moving Memorial

The AIDS Quilt returns to the nation’s capital once
again evoking memories and educating the masses
as to the continuing epidemic plaguing the country.

Eric W. Selvey

rom the Lincoln to the

Jefferson Memorials

and from the obelisk

ring the nation's first

dent to the wall com-

memorating the men and

women who died across the Pacific Ocean
in a country called Vietnam, Washington
D.C.'s monuments continue to beckon
people from all over the world. The digni-
ty and achievements of those who
unselfishly served the U.S. continue to
instill a passion that inspires one to return
to the city originally built on a swamp to
view them. Elementary and high school
students viewing the stone works in
awestruck wonder learn the determina-
tion of great men and women who served
for the preservation of liberty and free-
dom; concepts that each citizen is taught
to reverently treasure.

Another monument will soon be erect-
ed on the Mall of the nation's capital.
Construction will not require much time,
but its building components took years to
fabricate. It is a memorial that will once
again capture the world's attention if only
for three days in October. The NAMES
Project AIDS Memorial Quilt will be
unfurled yet again; spread across the

great prominade of the National Mall
amidst the monuments saluting the
achievements of Jefferson, Lincoln, and
Washington. The heroes of the AIDS
endemic will return with honor to the
grassy expanse.

The patchwork, encompassing more
than 720,000 square feet of area, has
caused quite a problem for the NAMES
Project Foundation: To fit 40,000 3' x 6'
patches onto the grassy grove has proven
to be a feat of Einsteinian proportions.

The logistics are understandably
daunting. From space considerations and
acquisition of the necessary permits to
transporting the mass of thread and fabric
across country to potential problems cour-
tesy of Mother Nature (tree sap and ani-
mal waste from arboreal furry and feath-
ered creatures), the organizers have keen-
ly calculated the ins and outs of what it
will take to ready the display for the
Columbus Day weekend.

The Numbers Grow. And they have
history behind them to facilitate this
year's planning. Its October 1987 pre-
miere was originally considered solely an
adjunct to the National March on
Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights,
which attracted an estimated half million

participants. The 1,920 panels which dot-
ted the National Mall were viewed with
great interest by the marchers and those
sympathetic to victims of the plague as
well as the usual D.C. sightseers.

Its original intent, to place a human
face on the struggles encountered pre-
dominantly by gay men, was noted by the
national media. According to the venera-
ble Washington Post, the quilt became
"the emotional focal point (of the week-
end); and most dramatic symbol of the
march."

And the Quilt continued to grow. As
news of its existence blanketed the world
and the ripples of AIDS widened through-
out the globe, panels continued to inun-
date the San Francisco offices of the
NAMES Foundation. From the initial
1,920, the number of panels logarithmical-
ly grew to 8,288 during its D.C. display
the following year. This particular show-
case inspired the 1989 Academy Award-
winning documentary Common Threads:
Stories From The Quilt.

1992's 20,000 panel display continued
to show that the Quilt, along with AIDS
infection, is "part of the tragedy of the
endemic because it keeps growing,"
according to Scott Williams of The
NAMES Project Foundation. This even
though the Quilt represents only 11% of
all AIDS deaths in the United States alone.
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iM
Judiciary Square
(4th AD NW)

Spanning The Fifteen Blocks of the National Mall, bordered by the U.S. Capitol Bldg, the Washington Monument and the Smithsonian buildings,
will be the 40,000+ panelsfrom all over the world. In addition, there will be speaker standsfor the seven readings ofthe names throughout the weekend.

A Presidential First. The memorial
evokes strong emotions within those
viewing the panels of loved ones lost.
Visitors who originally had no inkling of
or little desire to examine the pieces of the
patchwork are immediately overwhelmed
by its impact. Its transcendent power to
"open closed minds and soften hard
hearts" becomes the catalyst for govern-
mental action on both the national and
local levels.

Though one of its purposes is to edu-
cate, there is a deliberate attempt on the
part of the NAMES Project to transpose
the gay community's frustration into leg-
islative action. In fact, the timing of the
Washington displays is no accident. Three
weeks have usually separated its Mall
visit and Election Day. With the particular
significance of this presidential election,
the organization is hoping that Honorary
Chairs Bill & Hillary Clinton's appearance
at the opening ceremony will be the cata-
lyst that will bring the likes of Bob Dole
and other politicans to the AIDS table; dis-
cussing opinions and their possible com-
mitment to one of the nation's primary
health concerns. Clinton's appearance will
be the first official acknowledgement by a
president of the quilt.

According to Williams, "Translating the
emotions into social and political action
on the local as well as voting are the sim-
plest ways to affect the epidemic. We've
gotten a lot of heat on this however." The

crossroads

Quilt has worked with the AIDS Action
Council, a political action committee, that
keeps taps on the voting records of
Democratic and Republican lawmakers
when it comes to the epidemic.

Feminine Artwork with a Masculine
Touch. The political component is not at
all unexpected. It was San Francisco gay
rights activist Cleve Jones who, upon the
death of a close friend, asked people to
write names of loved ones vanquished by
AIDS on cards. The cards were subse-
quently taped to the wall of the city's
Federal Building reminding Jones of a
patchwork quilt.

Though HIV positive, Jones continues
to travel lecturing on the quilt. "I'm very

Celebrity Panels Include

Entertainer Peter Allen
Tennis Pro Arthur Ashe
Choreographer Michael Bennett
Lawyer Roy Cohn
Designers Perry Ellis and Halston
Actor Rock Hudson
Entertainer Liberace
Artist Robert Mapplethorpe
Singer Freddie Mercury
Brady Bunch Dad Robert Reed
News Anchor Max Robinson
Fashion Designer Willi Smith
AIDS Activist Pedro Zamora

proud of it," says Jones. "The quilt is
stitched together with the love and hope
and grief of millions of people, and while
it is a powerful symbol of love and
rememberance, | think of it primarily as
the evidence of our failure" to stop the
spread of the epidemic. Jones' original
intent, to combine feminine artwork with
the masculinity of those that died contin-
ues to this day though more panels are
received by the foundation representing
the increasing female population that are
infected with this deadly agent.

Curators of the Archive. The panels
continue to enter the NAMES
Foundation's San Francisco offices. Panels
received before May 31st will be added to
those already received and will eventually
displayed on the local level once the quilt
leaves the nation's capital. Shirley
McGowan of Lebanon, PA, Northeast
Coordinator for the Quilt, anticipates the
Foundation will receive close to 5,000 pan-
els from sources all over the world during
the Columbus Day weekend.

Those who've already donated a panel
are cognizant of the time and effort put
forth. When the panel is delivered to San
Francisco, the name of the panel maker
and his/her alternate is included. In most
cases, the panel is created by the infected
individual so an alternate is needed
because only the maker and alternate have
the privilege of making any additions to

v



Over 40,000 Panels willblanket the National
Mall overthe Columbus Day weekend. The
NAMES Project expects to accept an addi-
tional 5,000panels from all over the world
during this display.

Each panel is 3' x 6’ and is accompanied
by seven other panels to create what is
commonly known among staff and volun-
teers as a “12°x 12."

The display willencompass an area ofover
720,000 square feet: and area equivalentto
25 football fields.

Each panel if laid end to end (240,000 ft)
would span halfway between Harrisburg
and Philadelphia.

Over 6 million have viewed the display in
various locations since 1987.

The NAMES Project Foundation has
raised, via its local displays, over $1.7
million for AIDS relief organizations.

Ten railroad cars willtransport the quiltto
Washington.

Approximate weight is over 40 tons.

it willtake 1,600 to unfoldthe Oui/t overa
twenty minute period. In case ofrain, the dis-
play can be folded up in 45 seconds.

0 Custom Residential Design

0 Commercial Projects
o Additions and Interiors

CARLO J. DITONNO
ﬁRCI;!ITEC;I’

NEWVILLE PA 717 776 6502

Though The Quilt Is The Most Important aspect ofthe memorial, sales of miscellaneous
mementoes such as hats and tee-shirts helpfinance the mission ofthe NAMES Fountaion.

the 3x6 panel. The importance is relevant
to the parent who may have been
ashamed of their child's fatal affliction to
only put the first name on the panel.

Once a panel is posited with NAMES
archives, it becomes the property of the
organization. Like a curator of a museum,
the San Francisco based group catalogues
the panel by location, name and items
attached to the artwork.

Upon its acceptance, the panel is then
joined with seven others in a process
known as "bundling". Local chapters find
that a significant infected with HIV dies
approximately eighteen months after their
lover. It is because of this that chapters
have taken to combining panels of the
deceased couples so that they are eternally
bundled together.

For the purpose of displays, local chap-
ter can receive four 12 x 12's; accommo-
dating them with any particular panels
that are requested.

Local Support Important. And from all
over they will come. Individuals the
world over will descend upon Washington
for the fourth display of the entire quilt.
Upon arriving, curious onlooker will
encounter an area divided into regions
representative of the different areas within
the U.S. Though there will be a northeast
section, (as of press time it will be located
near the Smithsonian's Air and Space
Museum), the visitor is cautioned against
assuming all panels are from that region.
The divisions are more for the convience
of the quilt monitors.

McGowan, along with the rest of the
NAMES staff, stress the urgent need for
volunteers. So far, 1,000 volunteers are
registered for the three-day weekend.
However, three to five thousand are need-

ed from the northeast region alone. The
call has been issued from NAMES for a
total of seven to ten thousand for the
entire display. The northeast requires
many bodies due to the area because of
the large amount of panels received from
this region.

The Susquehanna Valley Chapter of the
Quilt will participate throughout the week
preceding the display. Their job continues
as Marlin Barry Snyder, the group's
founder and co-chair, along with co-chair
Gloria Klinepeter and her husband Dave,
will act as quilt monitors to make sure no
one eats, drinks or destroys the 12 x 12's.

Once the display is over, the panels
will continue to travel from town to town
educating, eliciting tears of sorrow and
mobilizing family and friends for the
seemingly neverending battle for
increased funding for relief for those
stricken and for a cure that will finally end
the endemic.

What does the year 2000 hold for the
quilt? Williams says the decision will be
made in 1998 as to the feasibility of a
return to the nation's capital. "The
National Mall is a great space," says
Williams, "but there's only so much room
within which to put the Quilt. There's
space in the desert, but | don't think we'll
get much of a crowd."

(LI Infunteers are Needed!
lon fan lie One ill“Them!

Consider spending time for a worthy cause.

If you can assist with the Quilt, call Shirley
McGown in Lebanon at 717.274.2101.

If you're planning a stayover, you can find
discounted rates on travel.
Call 1.800.926.2631.

crossroads



loria Klinepeter is angry.

The co-chair of the

Susquehanna Valley

NAMES project is upset with
those area school districts and
its taxpaying parents who will
not either allow their children to
view the 12xI2's or consent to
their entry into the schools. A
mother of a son who died of
complications due to AIDS
years ago, Gloria only wants to
reduce the numbers of teenagers
who are becoming infected with
HIV: "l do whatever | can."

Due in part to the loss of her
son to AIDS as well as an over-
whelming guilt in not having
done more for her ailing child,
Gloria's motherly concern keeps her
greatly immersed in the business of the
local chapter. When it comes to utilizing
the educational power of the quilt she,
along with founder and co-director
Marlin Barry Snyder and husband David,
has been successful with rural and subur-
ban high schools. However, when it
comes to inner city schools such as
Mechanicsburg and most recently
Harrisburg, the response has been none
too flattering.

The Mechanicsburg experience was a
disappointment for the group due to the
preparation put forth, the final result net-
ted fewer than 20 witnesses to the power
of the quilt. The capital city's school dis-
trict cancelled its late August showing for
participants in its athletic program. The
group feels that this unfortunate circum-
stance may have been due to the district's
current restructuring. The local chapter
will try Harrisburg again.

Therehave been regional successes.
Middletown High presented a wonderful
program both evident in its preparation
as well as its presentation with close to
1,000 viewers. East Pennsboro High
School contacted the crew about creating
a panel to commemorate area AIDS vic-
tims. As part of an assembly, the complet-
ed panel was lowered from the ceiling as
students sang Eric Clapton's Tears in
Heaven. The panel was presented to the
chapter which in turn returned it to the
students who sent it off to San Francisco
prior to the May 31 deadline. It will be
among the D.C. forty thousand.

Their experiences have taken them to
the most rural of places. Consider West
Virginia's Wesleyan College. The 12xI2's
found a temporary home amidst gun-tot-
ing townies, gun-racked pickup trucks
and a young woman who unsuccessfully
attempted to stop the collegiate display.
The fact her father was the leader of the

crossroads

projecting tducation Throughout the Region are local chapter
founder and co-director Marlin Barry Snyder (1), co-director Gloria Klinepeter
and Media Coordinator Dave Klinepeter.

local Ku Klux Klan did not deter the per-
sistent three.

For its founder, the quilt represents not
only an opportunity to keep memories
alive, but to prevent others from losing a
loved one from AIDS. Patrick Mulligan,
an aspiring architectual student, met
Barry in the early eighties commencing a
nine year relationship. An "unofficial fan
of architecture”, the local chapter is one of
three in the country that are allowed an
identifying logo. In Patrick's memory the
local chapter has adopted the Corinthian
column as its official logo. (Texas has the
Lone Star and Maine, hearts.)

His anger is not limited to the loss of
Patrick but to the public's ignorance of
the current death rates. His determination
to halt the spread of infection among soci-
eties' youth is the impetus for the mis-
sion. According to figures from the Center
for Disease Control, the median age of
those dying of AIDS was thirty in 1990;
six years later it is twenty-two. Of greater
concern is the alarming rate at which a
generation is dying. The period spanning
1982-1992 saw a reported 180,000 deaths;
the past four years witnessed a similar
number. If all goes as unfortunately
expected, the turn of the century will wit-
ness an additional 360,000 fatalities due to
HIV infection.

Dave Klinepeter is not as immersed in
the business of the quilt as is his wife.
However, due to the recent passing of
Stephen Norris (the local chapter's media
coordinator), Dave has allowed Gloria to
"boss him around" as to the publicity
needs of the chapter. Besides, he's the
only one with the truck that can haul the
poles and panels.

One of the greatest challanges facing
the local chapter is the church. Because of
the sexual nature of the disease, the three
have found the reaction for the local
houses of worship difficult and frustrat-

ing at times. They recall the 130
letters that were sent to local
churches advising them of a con-
ference to be held concerning the
patchwork. The sole response
was a missive excoriating those
with the disease and the justified
punishment inflicted upon the
recipients.

There was also the time when
the chapter was asked to set up a
display for a meeting of the
Washington, D.C. Synod of the
Lutheran church in Gettysburg.
Four 12x12's elicited nothing
more than diverted glances.

The Daniel Klinepeter
Memorial Quilting Room, a
donated room located at 2001
North Second Street, opened last
year and will be available one Sunday
each month for individuals interested in
creating a panel. Members are available to
assist anyone interested in keeping a
memory alive via a panel.

The Susquehanna Valley Chapter also
stitches panels for those listed in the obit
pages, but who have not contacted the
group prior to their demise. Donations to
SCAAN or any other AIDS service organi-
zation constitutes enough reason to take
the time to recognize an individual who
would otherwise die in anonymity.

Snyder and the Klinepeters, along with
Shirley McGowan, will spend a week
prior to the opening of the D.C. display.
Dave and Gloria will probably act as quilt
monitors while Barry will act in the
capacity of monitor captain. All are
encouraging people to volunteer if only
for a few hours if anyone is going to visit
D.C. display. Call Lebanon's McGowan at
717.274.2101 for volunteer times. X

The Love and Memory of Patrick
sustains Snyder's drive to continue educating
subsequent generations on the dangers of AIDS.
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he national debate over the propri-
ety of gay marriages got its start
nearly six years ago in an office at

The case returns in September to a lower
court, where the state must show a "com-
pelling"” reason to discriminate against
same-sex couples. That is a tough stan-
dard, and the U.S. Supreme Court's action

the Hawaii Department of Health. Threﬁn May) in a separate fight won't make it

gay couples showed up to apply for mar-
riage licenses; they were politely, but firm-
ly turned away.

No one from the American Civil
Liberties Union, or any leading gay-rights

any easier. The justices struck down a
Colorado provision that banned laws pro-
tecting homosexuals from discrimination.
That ruling doesn't apply directly to the
marriage issue but makes the overall legal

| Do/No You Don't

How Hawaii became ground, zero in battle over gay

marriages.

By Paul M. Barrett

*Reprinted with permission of THE WALL STREETJOURNAL Copyright 1996 Dow Jones Company. Inc.

All Rights Reserved."

group, was there that day. Nor would
those groups throw themselves fully into
the cause for years to come.

So how did it come to this stage, where
an issue that has so polarized the homo-
sexual community and the country at
large now stands to be decided by state
judges more than 2,500 miles from the
American mainland?

Conservative critics, and some other
observers, have assumed that the gay cou-
ples in this case have, from the beginning,
been fronts for larger forces. "They were
put up to it by a very powerful liberal-
homosexual movement." speculates the
Rev. Lou Sheldon, head of the Traditional
Values Coalition in Anaheim, Calif.

In fact, the case started with no budget
and no big names. It became a precedent-
setter because of an unusual coincidence
of circumstances and personalities.
Critical to its progress were an unusual
clause in Hawaii's constitution, a tena-
cious lawyer willing to pursue the case
for minimal fees and a state Supreme
Court that had just undergone a sharp
shift to a younger, more liberal bench.

If Hawaii's courts do eventually allow
gay marriages, critics fear that other states
would be required to honor them, much
as they now honor Nevada's drive-by
divorces. Nine states have passed laws
declaring that they won't recognize gay
marriages forged elsewhere. Meanwhile,
likely GOP presidential nominee Bob Dole
co-sponsored a bill authorizing states to
pass such measures and denying federal
benefits to homosexual spouses. President
Clinton, angering many of his gay sup-
porters, promises to sign the legislation,
which (has recently passed) the House.

The couples have already won a partial
victory from Hawvaii's Supreme Court.

crossroads

climate friendlier to gays.

Love, Then Marriage

The plaintiffs in the Hawaii case say
they weren't seeking national attention,
and indeed, none had previously been
prominent in gay causes. Joseph Melillo
and Patrick Lagon, together for 13 years,
had put most of their energy into their T-
shirt-screening and catering businesses in
suburban Honolulu. Both from Catholic
families, the pair had talked about getting
hitched for several years and had even
scanned the law books. "You meet some-
one you love, you get married and you
grow old together." explains Mr. Melillo,
now 48 years old.

Ninia Baehr and Genora Dancel, now
both 35, had met only six months before
the case started. Fixed up by Ms. Baehr's
mother, they say romance blossomed
right away, but it was an acute earache
that clarified the practical advantages of
marriage. Ms. Baehr, the patient, lacked
insurance to pay hefty doctors' bills. "1
wanted to get her on my insurance, but
only married people can do that," says
Ms. Dancel, a television-station engineer.
"It was more than insurance, of course,"
injects Ms. Baehr, who works for a non-
profit housing agency. "l had been search-
ing for Ms. Right, and now I'd found her."
The third couple, Tammy Rodrigues and
Antoinette Pregil, decline interviews, but
are also said to be concerned about the
economic advantages of marriage, includ-
ing shared pension benefits.

The couples were introduced to each
other by Bill Woods, a local—and contro-
versial—gay activist who knew about
their common interest in marriage. They
agreed in December 1990 to apply togeth-
er for marriage licenses but didn't make
arrangements for legal representation or

financial backing. After the state refused
to process their applications, the couples,
accompanied by Mr. Woods, headed to
the local ACLU chapter, hoping for a join-
ing of arms. It didn't happen. "Basically,
they said, '‘Don't call us, we'll call you,™
Mr. Melillo says.

Worries About Backlash

One reason, says Vanessa Chong, the
Hawaii ACLU's executive director, was a
lack of staff. Beyond that, though, ACLU
attorneys in Honolulu and at the group's
New York headquarters figured the case
was a loser and could generate a conserv-
ative backlash as well as a bad legal
precedent. "New York was not encourag-
ing this; there were serious strategic ques-
tions," says one attorney familiar with the
situation. "No one foresaw where it
would go."

In the following months, the couples
contacted national gay and lesbian
groups, including the New York-based
Lambda Legal Defense Fund, the top gay
legal organization. The response was
tepid. Attorney Evan Wolfson, Lambda's
leading marriage advocate, says he want-
ed to take the case. But "there was an
internal argument. | lost, and we were not
involved." The reasons mirrored the
ACLU's fears.

There was also considerable ambiva-
lence throughout the gay community.
Some activists saw marriage as an unnec-
essary accommodation to mainstream
society; others simply didn't see it as a
major priority. The Hawaii case was a big
topic at the twice-yearly meetings of the
Roundtable, a group of high-profile gay
and lesbian lawyers. "We had arguments,
discussions, debates, some very heated,"
recounts Mr. Wolfson, a participant.

As the case progressed, the couples
separated from Mr. Woods, who has often
been accused of grandstanding for his
causes in Hawaii. (Mr. Woods, acknowl-
edges he is a controversial figure and says
he "pulled out for the good of the pro-
ject.") The plaintiffs turned to Daniel
Foley, a former ACLU staffer who also
does personal-injury and criminal-defense
work. Mr. Foley says he had previously
handled only one gay-rights case: a suit
that stopped local officials from shutting
down a male cross-dressing pageant on
the island of Molokai.

His preliminary research showed that
going back to the 1970s, same-sex couples
seeking to wed had lost an uninterrupted
series of suits. Court opinions had
stressed that marriage, by traditional defi-
nition, united a man and a woman.

Protecting Privacy
Mr. Foley took the case anyway, filing
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suit in May 1991. "It seemed about time that someone try this
issue again, and Hawaiian law offered possibilities." He based
his case largely on two expansive provisions in the state constitu-
tion. One explicitly protects privacy, while the other bars sex dis-
crimination. Those rights are only implied in the U.S.
Constitution. From the sidelines, the ACLU weighed in as a
"friend of the court" on behalf of the plaintiffs.

The reception couldn't have been much chillier. The trial
judge dismissed the suit after only a preliminary hearing. The
case got little attention outside Hawvaii.

Discouraged but determined, the plaintiffs held small fund-
raisers, including cocktail parties and cookouts, to finance an
appeal but weren't able to keep up with Mr. Foley's $200-an-
hour bills. (He estimates they now owe him $20,000 but seems
unworried about collecting.)

Mr. Foley honed a two-pronged argument based on privacy
and equal protection. He asked the state Supreme Court to rec-
ognize that a logical extension of the state's privacy protection
was the right to marry, regardless of sexual orientation. His fall-
back argument was that homosexuals constituted the sort of
oppressed group that couldn't be denied equal protection of the
law—in this case, the marriage law. The state countered that the
right to marry applied only to heterosexuals and that marriage
was designed to promote procreation.

During a lull in the case, the Hawaii high court changed dras-
tically. Younger, more-liberal jurists were succeeding an older
generation on the five-person tribunal. The panel that ultimately
heard the case included two new permanent justices and three
temporary substitutes filling spots that were vacant or held by a
judge who had disqualified himself.

‘Permissible Discrimination’

When the state's lawyer, Deputy Attorney General Sonia
Faust, came to the lectern, James Burns, one of the fill-in justices,
confronted her with this scenario: "OK. A male and a female
walk in, and they're not married and they want a license; you
give it to them. A male and a male walk in and want a license;
you won't give it to them. You are discriminating against them."

"Our position is that that is permissible discrimination," Ms.
Faust responded.

"It was at that moment," Mr. Foley recalls, "that | thought,
'We could win this thing."

After the arguments, the justices splintered, with two strong
votes for the plaintiffs, two for the state and one seemingly in
between. Ronald Moon and Steven Levinson, two of the new-
generation justices, agreed that forbidding gay marriage was
probably unconstitutional. The grandson of turn-of-the-century
Korean immigrants to Hawaii, Chief Justice Moon, then 52, is
seen as a moderate who is sensitive to bias allegations. Justice
Levinson, then 46, first came to Hawaii in the early 1970s to
serve as a clerk to his uncle, Bernard Levinson, a legendary state
Supreme Court justice known for his cutting-edge opinions on
individual rights. A photograph of his late uncle hangs promi-
nently in Justice Levinson's chambers; he is said to be pleased by
the family comparison.

Writing what would become the court's main opinion, Justice
Levinson rejected both the state's arguments about procreation
and most of the plaintiffs' contentions as well. The case wasn't
about homosexuality at all, he said; it was about discrimination
based on gender. Noting the Hawaii constitution's ban on gender
bias, he said the state impermissibly favored different-sex cou-
ples over same-sex couples. Justices Levinson and Moon voted to
send the case back to the circuit court for a trial on whether the
government could justify this discrimination with a "com-
pelling" reason. That standard, in practice, is almost impossible
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to meet.

Justice Burns agreed there should be a
trial, but added a confusing caveat. In a
separate opinion, he said that to win, the
plaintiffs should have to prove that
homosexuality is "biologically fated," a
function of nature, not nurture.

The Third Judge

These opinions, issued on May 5,
1993, constituted a huge but fragile victo-
ry for the plaintiffs, because they rested
on the votes of two judges, plus an
equivocal third. The attorney general
unwittingly solidified the ruling when he
asked the court to reconsider its decision.
That provided an opportunity for a new
justice who hadn't participated in the
original hearing. Paula Nakayama, to
add her vote to the Levinson opinion,
creating a firm three-person majority.

The trial was postponed to give the
Hawaii Legislature a crack at addressing
the issue. But after rancorous hearings, a
push to amend the constitution to ban
same-sex marriage failed this spring, as
did a competing proposal to allow same-
sex couples to register as domestic part-
ners. Now the state has signaled that it
will use expert witnesses to argue in
September that a "compelling"” reason to
prohibit gay marriages is to promote
child-rearing by heterosexual couples.
Because there is no question of federal
law in the case, it won't be reviewed by
U.S. courts.

Meanwhile, the plaintiffs have been
inundated by attention. Their court vic-
tory has forced major gay organizations
to set aside or suppress their ambiva-
lence about the marriage issue and rally
behind them. Lambda lawyers, who ear-
lier filed a friend-of-the-court brief with
the state Supreme Court, have signed on
as co-counsel.

Ms. Baehr and Ms. Dancel have
become celebrities in the gay community,
appearing at fund-raisers from San
Francisco to New York's Fire Island.
Retreating from the glare, they have
moved temporarily to Baltimore. Messrs.
Melillo and Lagon, tending to their busi-
nesses in Honolulu, are recognized by
many passers-by, mostly friendly, but
still resent that their case was publicly
embraced by much of the national gay
movement only after the 1993 break-
through. Gay activists "go around saying
it's their lawsuit, but it's not; it's ours,"
Mr. Melillo says. X
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Charles A. Whittington
Gender Bias

| feel, and can only hope, that 20 or 30
years down the road, we can all look back
and wonder what all the heat was about
concerning same sex marriages.

State politicians across the nation are
drafting and passing legislation, not only
to ban, but to discredit same gender mar-
riages granted elsewhere for example,
Hawaii.

Why all the controversy? That's the
.$64,000 question. The debate rages on.
This is one of those issues like abortion,
religion and politics. Everyone has a
stand and everyone is right come hell or
high water. | have a hard time compre-
hending why legislators have the right,
the authority to deny my constitutional
right to "the pursuit of happiness" if it is
not a direct infringement on someone
else's basic rights.

Times change, laws change...just not
fast enough to suit us, usually. Think or
it...less than 30 years ago it was illegal for
interracial couples to marry. Those laws
have been subsequently changed
although a recent Harris Poll shows that
one-fifth of the population still believes
the laws should have remained in place.

Being in committed relationship, it is
extremely difficult for me to comprehend
the "John Q. Public" reasons for their
determination to prevent us from our
basic human rights. We can only hope
that scientists will soon, and they are very
close, prove why we are who we are. We
are not just making a rebellious state-
ment. We are not coming out of the closet
merely to upset our parents and neigh-
bors. As soon as the public is made aware
of the reasons, the sooner they will come

to believe it and not until then will we
ever get to our goal—to be treated as
human beings with the same basic rights.
We should have the right to live as a mar-
ried couple as do our parents, neighbors
and friends. Sexual orientation should
have absolutely nothing to do with it. We
should be owed the same legal rights and
benefits as are afforded by marriage.

It is sometimes said that domestic
partnerships are what we need. Domestic
partnerships are nice, and probably a
good milestone, but they don't quite cut
it. Once again we are being made to feel
like second class citizens. An example
would be according to a recent IRS ruling,
domestic partnership benefits are taxable
to a worker as income, whereas benefits
under a "normal” marriage are not.
Across the country domestic partnership
laws vary widely from a simple registry
to actual spousal benefits. Those benefits,
however, are normally affected as previ-
ously stated.

One of the many unfounded argu-
ments against same sex marriages is the
one that raises my blood pressure every
time | hear it. It's the one where they have
us as child molesters and abductors. We
can't procreate so we solicit, kidnap,
seduce, brainwash, and corrupt children
as a substitution. This is so absurd and
manical, | won't even start...Don't take
me there!

Another is that we're sending the
wrong messages to children. And what
might they be? It's OK to be gay? So what
is the point? Ninety-five percent of teen
suicides are believed to be attributed to
their inability to deal with their new-
found feelings of their true selves. Society
has put such fear and condemnation in
them, they end up feeling that there is no
way around it. This to me is just horrific!

Society can find all the reasons they

want, but I'm sure all of us have a viable
comeback for each and every one of them.
| personally would like to hear one that |
can say in return that "that's a good rea-
son," "You're absolutely correct," "I never
thought of it that way." However, | doubt
very much if that is going to happen. |
feel sure I've heard their best, and they
"AIN'T" good enough. So, why then
haven't we won the battle? That is yet
another $64,000 question.

To quote Chris & Lloyd Wickersham-
Bowers of Daytona Beach, Florida, "There
is nothing to fear in sanctioning the right
of two people in love to commit to each
other and to marry." Our nation has sur-
vived when we abolished slavery, society
survived when we afforded children
regardless of color an equal education,
society survived when we gave women
the right to vote. Society survived when
we allowed couples of different races to
marry. Society will survive same-gender
marriages. The issue is one of basic love
and respect. It is time we viewed the issue
in its true light.

I hope to live to see the day when we
can look back and wonder why they
made such a fuss over it. We can dream.
We have to. X
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[Wow | Could’ve Had ~...Cynthia Swanson (I) and Grace
|Gross discuss the complexities ofbecoming platonic gommates in
Ro Robusto's original play; a sequel oflastyearsJudy! theatrical
performance.

Abracadabra! Magic He Does. Magician Ray Girdley addsflair to the procedings. By the way Ray,
just how many birds doyou actually have? Or does the same bird continue to reappear? Now that's magic!
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the Words of Love, Relationships, Etc.

the quartet of(from left to right) Peg Welch, Kate Bortner

mJackson-like head set is none other than Mistress of Ceremonies Richard d Del Welch. (Emily Dicki e
\Stormy Scott who upon a tasty Aunt May-O-Naisejemporarily k Ichardson, an elma Welch. (Emily Dickinson's invitation

\lost her composure. That's okay Stormy, you're still MC #1 with

\us! «

lost in the mail.)

Looks As If He's
Having an Admiral
Stockdale Moment is
Harrisburg Men's Chorus
member Marvin Mernick
doing his tribute to Carmen
Miranda. I'll never listen to
Jamaica Farewell the same
way again. Thanks Marvin!

The Lily boys, Rob
(), Daryl Morris (c) and Eric Selvey cheerfully lose their
before the Judy audience. Guess ifBillie Burke could do
\Doug Warner (c) and Vice President Kris Oshorne present thefruits of I;;]'oto By Blaine Sheffer
\the evening's harvest to Shirley Deiner of OPEN.
'photo by Blaine Sheffer
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rom talk show hosts to
magazines, transgen-
der and transsexuality
seem to be hot topics. There
have also been scientific
investigations in profession-
al circles but many intrigu-
ing questions remain unan-
swered.

In a recent Newsweek
article researchers found a
structure in the brain relat-
ed to sexuality that is small-
er in the brain of a transsex-
ual than either a heterosexu-
al man or woman. There is
also the age old question of
nature versus nurture. How
do people identify with
their gender gender roles
and what qualities and
characteristics make up a
man or a woman?

According to these studies, if one were
to study the behavior of newborn baby
girls and boys, one would discover the
behavior to be essentially the same. Two
year old boys and girls are about equal in
cognitive and social skills. A two year old
boy is likely to exhibit behaviors charac-
terized as female, such as dependency,
fearfulness and an interest in caring for
others as girls are thought to do.

Children are socialized into stereotypi-
cal sex roles starting with the pink blanket
for baby girls and a blue one for boys.
This socialization begins in the home and
is continued through school and the mass
media, particularly television. Sometimes
this socialization doesn't work and it fol-
lows that identification and gender roles
are more complicated than parental or
media influence.

The general public is often confused
with regard to the definition of transsex-
ualism, as well as the difference between
the terms transgender (an inclusive term
for crossdressers, bigender, etc.) and trans-
sexual (people who find their gender iden-
tity in conflict with their anatomical sex).

The professional criteria for a diagno-
sis of transsexualism is a persistant dis-
comfort with one's anatomical sex that
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THE

to live life fully as the opposite
gender. Clearly this decision
comes from years of trying to
live with established standards
and often times anguish on the
part of the person who cannot.
Much of the anguish is caused
by the ill treatment and preju-
dice that society reserves for
those who don't fit the mold of
well entrenched social mores.

Sometimes the prejudice
becomes legalized as in the
case of Katherine Mclintyre
versus the court of Common
Pleas. Born Robert Henry
Mclntyre on June 10,1944 in
Mitchell Field, Long Island he
exhibited classic transsexual
difficulties from a young age.
Robert's father was a Catholic
military man and Robert came
into the world on an Army
base.

enailssance Man

As the searchfor identity ends the pursuitfor legal recognition continues.

By Delphine Pillar

lasts two years or longer and the contin-
ued wish to replace the primary and sec-
ondary sexual characteristics with those
of the opposite sex. Once the diagnosis of
gender dysphoria and transsexualism
have been made, the process for the tran-
sition and surgical intervention is a long,
arduous and expensive one.

All the candidates must pass the "Real
Life Test." Patients are expected to live life
as fully as possible as members of the
opposite sex, to dress as the opposite gen-
der, adopt new names and present them-
selves in social interactions. Many are
required to obtain full-time employment
or attend school full-time in the cross-gen-
der role. Only those who pass this test are
considered for surgical reassignment.

This is a major accomplishment in
itself when a person considers the atti-
tudes and prejudices of society at large,
not to mention the reactions of families
and other close loved ones. Combining
this with hormone therapy and extraordi-
nary medical costs, the task becomes a
formidable one. The emotional conse-
quences alone are often difficult to deal
with. Many transexuals marry and have
children in an attempt to fit in and must
disengage themselves wherever necessary

The family moved to Harrisburg in
1952 and Robert went to public school on
the West Shore, later he attended a
Catholic school, also in Harrisburg. He
played basketball in school and later mar-
ried and had two children. He remained
married from 1969 to 1982. Though
divorced, he stated his relationship with
his two children remains good.

From the age of ten Robert reports feel-
ing that he did not fit in and that he felt
emotionally isolated and distraught. His
mother was abusive and his father was
emotionally absent. He stated that he has
one brother and three sisters who disap-
prove of his lifestyle.

What would it be like to be Robert and
carry around this devastating secret for so
many years in fear of familial and public
censure? Pushed to the extreme, he
became so self-destructive he was hospi-
talized, obtained a gun and contemplated
killing.

Twenty years later, broke and
divorced, living in City Park and on the
streets of Harrisburg, Robert found a local
attorney who gave him a job and helped
him get a room. Thereafter, in 1991, he
found a good therapist and is now living
a socially responsible life and is reaching
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rspearean prose (a rose is a rose) accents (a rose
by any other name smells as sweet) both sides ofthe gender argument.

out to others.

Today he works at a mechanical main-
tenance job and maintains a stable
lifestyle, but his troubles are not over. He
has started the long process of treatment
that will change his life. Since 1991 Robert
H. Mclntyre has lived openly as a woman,
though still suffering recurrent bouts of
depression. Now Kath Mcintyre, she is
maintaining an apartment, credit cards
and bank accounts in that name. This is
part of the therapeutic requirement in the

WHEN YOU ARE READY
TO MAKE YOUR MOVE-
THINK TRUMP

David Trump
SERVING OUR COMMUNITY IN
CENTRAL PA FOR OVER 10 YEARS

ERA PREFERRED
PROPERTIES R.E., INC.

570 CARLISLE STREET
HANOVER, PA 17331

1-800-477-8339

24 Hour SERVICE LINE
(717) 630-5206

arduous process needed to effect surgical
intervention for persons suffering from
gender identity disorders.

In October of 1995 she petitioned the
court of Common Pleas for a name
change. This would complete the legal
and administrative changes necessary for
Robert to become Kath. The court denied
her name change and her human rights
have been overlooked and replaced by
legalized prejudice. Her employer also
refuses to cooperate in letting her live her
chosen gender role. This is interfering
with the therapeutic process and require-
ments needed to get her life in order.

The law states that a name change may
be rejected if the persons seeking to
change their name are doing so for fraud-
lent reasons which include escape from
judgements, financial chicanery, benefit-

ing from a famous name, or to defraud
the public in any way. Kath has already
substantiated legally that this is not the
case, yet her petition for change of name
was denied.

A reconsideration was filed in
December of 1995 and again was denied.
The judge, seemingly a poetic man by
nature, denied it because (excerpts taken
from the written decision), "a rose is a
rose," "It is also a rose till the last petal
falls off, then it is a stem." Well, this is
deep stuff, probably too complicated for
the ordinary citizen to understand.
However this writer feels, "A rose by any
other name smells as sweet."

The judge also expressed concern
about restroom facilities, who used them
and who had to clean them. The central
objections have no relation to whether
someone changes their name. It is com-
mon practice for the public at large to use
the same lavatory facilities; sometimes
males and females at the same time. Did
you ever see the line going into the
women's restrooms at any public func-
tion? There are no urinals in women's rest
rooms, privacy is provided and | couldn't
envision anyone going to undue lengths
to find out who was in the next stall.

This country stands as an example of
freedom around the world. The ability to
express ourselves in all our richness, color
and diversity is part of that freedom. That
includes calling ourselves by or using the
name we wish to have. To reach our
human potential as individuals with dig-
nity and character in our own unique way
should be part of that freedom. As long as
our journey doesn't trample the rights of
others. Allowing Robert to become Kath
does not do this. X

For those ofyou reaching out and needing support or
information on transexuality or transgender issues call or write:

Renaissance National Office
987 Old Eagle School Road
Suite 719
Wayne, PA 19087
or the 24 hour answer line at
610.975.9119

Renaissance Education Association/LSV
Box 2122
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2122
780.1LSV

A non-profit support organization for transvestites, homosexuals and others interested

in transgender issues. Meeting: Everyfirst Saturday.
Local callers who need more information, dial 780.1578.
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In The Four Issues Since Its Debut,
crossroads has reported on the following:

AIDS and The Brain
The Renaissance Man
Same Sex Estate Planning
The Miss Capital City Pageant
Harrisburg’s Memorial Gardens
The Pennsylvania Ethnic Intimidation Act
Interview with Photographer Jennifer Warner
Interview with MCC of the Spirit’s Rev. Eva O’Diam
Breast Cancer: The Other Community Health Concern
The Supreme Court's Decision on Colorado’s Amendment 2

Suede
Red Letter Day
Comedianne Maggie Cassella
Harrisburg Men’s Chorus Concert
Lily White & Company’s A Quiet End
Marilyn Horne With the Hbg. Men’s Chorus
Central Pennsylvania Womyn's Chorus Performance

MS NI POM

Biting the Biscuit
The crossroads' Survey
Short Story: Facing Jesus
Travel: It's Time For Cruising
Horoscopes: Stargazing With Marakay
Story Story: Alpha Bathhouse Omega
ABBA-DABA-DOO: The Selling of ABBA in the Nineties

WILL

CD & Book Reviews
Business Classifieds
A Real Estate Primer
Community Calendar
Surfing The Wild (InterJNet
Commentary From Area Contributors
Updated Central Pennsylvania Resource Guide
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SHARI YOUR MOSTMEMORABLE
DECEMBER HOLIDAY
WITH

crossroads...

YOU COULD WIN $100.00 HOLIDAY CASH |
SECOND PLACE RECEIVES A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION/RENEWAL
PLUS $50.00 HOLIDAY CASH
THIRD PLACE RECEIVES A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION/RENEWAL
ENTRY MUST BE 500 WORDS OR LESS.
Deadline is October 31, 1996.

Please send entry to:

CROSSROAD PUBLICATIONS, INC.

PO BOX 5744
HARRISBURG, PA. 17110-0744

ap
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I consider myself

Aug/Segt July/Aug February
Gay 56% 71% 84%
Lesbian 15% 16% 2%
Bisexual 11% 12% 2%
Straight 19% 1% 12%
Gender

Ajifl/Sept July/Aug February
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Are you a registered voter?

Aug/Seot July/Aug

Yes 72% 79%

No 20% 19%
If so, are you a registered...

| Other

A/S 38% 21% 8% 12%
J/A 52% 22% 12% ===
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(Of those registered) If the election were
held today, who would you vote for
President of the U.S.?

Clinton

Dole

Perot
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(Ofthose registered) In casting your vote, would you choose a candidate because of (choose one)

Will Whitewater affect Clinton's reelec-
tion chances?

crossroads

Breaking down the figures among members ofdifferent parties
and their preference...

< In July, leadership was the quality most attractive to Democrats and
Republicans for Clinton, 46% and 58% respectively. The trend remained the
same a month later (68%, 54% respectively) with Independents chiming in with
83%.

* The largest reason Republicans went for Dole during July was the economy
(86%). Dole had announced his 15% tax cut during the second week of this peri-
od. Leadership was their primary motivation in August; character was second
(25%).

* The gay stand where Clinton was concerned was not as attractive as one
would think though It was the second best reason for Democrats to vote for the
President (28% In Aug, 12% July).

Are you for legalization
ofsame sex marriages?

Aug/Sept
Yes 85%
No 13%
July/Aug
Yes 80%
No 14%
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IN THE HOUSES OF
BILL AND BOB

crossroads asked contributing writer Marakay
Rogers to read the charts ot the major candidates in
the upcoming race for U.S. President. What follows is
her interpretation of the stars and planets. This by no
means is to predict the ootcome of the election and
is not intended to sway the reader to vote one way or
the other.

recently had the opportunity to com-

pare the natal (birth) charts of candi-

dates Bill Clinton and Robert Dole, and

to check their progressed horoscopes for
Election Day, November 5,1996. Barring
any unforeseen circumstances between the
date of this writing (July, 1996) and
Election Day, the stars are weighing in for
their favorite candidate, who appears to
be (drum roll, please)...William Jefferson
Clinton.

The candidates' sun signs are indica-
tors of their personalities and their cam-
paigns, and their moon signs are also
heavy factors both in how they behave
and in how the public perceives them.
Clinton, a Leo with Moon in Taurus, is a
forceful, determined, stubborn go-getter.
Leo naturally seeks attention and will
fight for approval, while Taurus gives
Clinton the practical, persistent edge
needed to keep at it. These are signs for
someone who genuinely loves being out
there, speaking and shaking hands, who
likes making friends out of total strangers.
He's matched against Bob Dole, a Cancer
with a Scorpio Moon. Cancer, unlike Leo,
values privacy and security, and doesn't
instinctively seek publicity; a Cancer does-
n't like being out there. Cancer doesn't
like to live dangerously, and is often on
the defensive against Leonine ferocity.
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Moon in Scorpio explains Dole's well-
known tendency to speak first, think later;
it's the sign of an impulsive, emotional
responder rather than a practical, disci-
plined actor. On the campaign trail, and in
the Oval Office, that can be a killer. As
campaigners go, Clinton's got more of the
right stuff from birth. Dole's chart is that
of a hard worker, but an over-sensitive
one, whose sacrifices—and he does make
sacrifices—go unappreciated. The man
from Hope, Arkansas has the chart of
someone who absolutely refuses to be
ignored, but who doesn't have to work
hard to get attention. Clinton's fabled
charm and his "slick Willie" ability to
squeeze through tight spaces are com-
pletely natural for him, and have kept him
ahead of Dole in the polls to date.

Turning for a moment to their pro-
gressed charts, on Election Day, Bob Dole
may well be making more sacrifices;
Jupiter square Saturn says "cut your loss-
es" on a major endeavor. Uranus and
Neptune transiting Dole's fourth house
put family security on the line and change
in the spotlight. Clinton needs to exercise
caution with Pluto in his second house on
Election Day, but with Sun transiting the
second house as well, we can look for-
ward to a great deal of influential support
going into the election. It is also likely that
Bob Dole will be experiencing one of his
media gaffes going into the election. As |
read their progressions at this time, the
cosmic money's on Clinton for Election
Day.

Who would really make a better
President? Neither one has a "perfect"
chart, but no one seems to be certain
about the qualities of an ideal President.
Let's ignore your politics versus the candi-
dates', and let's ignore things like spouses,
family and their outside activities to get to
those really important matters—basic
character and behavior traits. In these
regards, Clinton does appear to have the
stronger chart. I'd opt for the stability and
practicality of a Taurus Moon over the
possible pettiness and the clear impulsive-
ness of a Scorpio Moon any day. In a pub-
lic position that requires being outgoing
and assertive, in a choice between a Leo
and a Cancer the Leo Will be far more like-
ly to be a public, take-charge kind of per-
son while the Cancer is more likely to
withdraw or retreat from an unpleasant or
difficult matter.

Further, Mercury in Leo makes Clinton
articulate and self-confident, while his
Saturn-Mercury conjunction provides
logic and insight. Mercury sextile with
Neptune and conjuncting with Pluto gives
him a good ability to psychoanalyze oth-
ers' behaviors and motives, as well as pro-

BIRTH HOROSCOPE: Robert Dole
BIRTH DATE: July 22, 1923

viding a dynamic creative sensibility. This
is a person who is a good facilitator for
other people as well as a problem-solver.

Dole's chart leans towards a Mercury-
Mars conjunction, giving a sharp mind but
an equally sharp tongue. An indicated
Venus square Saturn inclines toward sub-
stantial weaknesses for money and/or
power. These don't mix well with that
Scorpio Moon. Dole also has the chal-
lenge, with Venus in Cancer, of having a
non-assertive streak that may not stand up
well to heavy pressure in the hot seat of
the Presidency, especially when combined
with that impulsive, emotional streak. On
the whole, | find that Clinton's chart with-
stands pressure better, and that he may
have more impartial decision-making abil-
ity than does Dole.

All I'm providing is an interpretation
of these men's astrological charts. What
makes either of them become President
isn't the stars, it's your vote on November
5th. See you at the polls!

Ray Barr
Coming Out and
Doing The Right
Thing?

This summer, my partner and | were
talking politics with a close member of his
family who detests the Clintons. These
conversations do not always go so well.
Somehow, we brought up the absence of
laws that protect gays and lesbians from
employment discrimination. As so often
happens when the three of us discuss poli-
tics, she looked at us as if we had said
something totally ridiculous.

"You can't fire somebody just because
they're gay."
Shocked and exasperated, we
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answered in unison, "YES, YOU CAN!"

She, like many fair-minded Americans,
had never really had the opportunity to
consider the issue, but her common sense
of decency, what a law school professor of
mine called one's "justice bone," told her
that firing somebody because they hap-
pened to be gay was a wrong thing to do.
She assumed that her Republican legisla-
tors, who she esteemed so highly, had
taken care of that problem long ago, like
maybe when the Civil Rights Act of 1964
was passed. She was wrong, and she was
learning the truth because we, out gay
members of her family, were telling her.

A recent poll of people in the mid-
Atlantic region conducted for the Human
Rights Campaign found that over eighty
percent of the people in the area are
against allowing employers the right to
fire someone for simply being gay or les-
bian. Among educated people, the per-
centage of those in favor of that job pro-
tection is even higher. Yet, we still don't
have job protection. The politicians, being
politicians, are afraid to take on the issue
because it has been used to throw people
out of office.

So, it came as a profound surprise to
me to see how the United States Senate
voted on the Employment Non-
Discrimination Act (ENDA). If ENDA
ever becomes law, gay men and lesbians
would have been given nearly the same
job protections that other citizens have
regarless of their sex, race, religion, hand-
icap, or national origin. Forty-nine sena-
tors voted for ENDA and fifty voted
against it; almost a tie.

We have come a long way.

There is some talk or re-introducing
the bill later in September so that another
vote can be taken. A senator from
Arkansas who probably would have
voted for ENDA's passage wasn't able to
vote the first time because his son was
having cancer surgery. A second vote
might likely result in a fifty-fifty tie. In
that case, Vice President Al Gore, as pre-
siding officer of the Senate, could be the
tie breaker. With the November election
nearing, your guess is as good as mine as
to what he might do. It may say much
that Gore was not presiding over the
Senate the day when there was almost a
tie vote on ENDA.

There is great irony in all this. Before
the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) was
introduced into Congress, the chance of
federal civil rights protections for gays
and lesbians even being debated in the
Senate chambers was next to nil. ENDA
had only been introduced by Senator
Edward Kennedy as an amendment to
DOMA because he believed that many
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senators would abandon DOMA if they
had to give civil rights protections to gays
and lesbians along with it.

What gay rights activists found, much
to their surprise, was that there was a
realistic likelihood that ENDA could pass
on its own and, as we see, it almost did.
So ENDA was never tacked on to DOMA
and it received its own vote. Hence, the
President is now in a new political pickle.

In what should have been shameful to
him, President Clinton stated early on in
his re-election campaign that he would
sign the Defense of Marriage Act. This
promise kept Dole from using DOMA as
a campaign issue (though Dole was one
of the original sponsors of the legislation
while still Senate Majority Leader). Now
ENDA is rearing its ugly head, standing
on its own. With a fifty-fifty vote possible,
he and Gore must put up or shut up.
They have both stated many times that
they are against discrimination based on
sexual orientation. This could be interest-
ing to watch.

To date, and | read the papers reli-
giously, | have heard not one word from
the President or the Vice President as to
where they stand on ENDA.

But, don't start feeling too good yet. A
bill must pass the House of Representa-
tives as well before it becomes law. The
likelihood of ENDA being passed in the
House is, to my mind, minimal, but
something good does come out of all of
this.

Members of the House, those repre-
sentatives closest to the people, may be
forced to take a stand on the issue instead
of avoiding it. Their votes will be duly
recorded and they will have to justify
them to their constituents. Many people
never meet their senators, there being
only two for the entire state, but
Representatives of the House, during
their campaigns, must and do make many
personal appearances in their communi-
ties. That becomes our opportunity to
make them justify in front of us, our
friends and our families, exactly why it is
right to allow us to be fired and discrimi-
nated against solely on account of our
sexual orientation. As we come out of the
closet to those closest to us, our families
and our representatives, the justification
for discrimination gets harder and harder
to make.

But beware. If you choose to be too
vocal, you may just get fired from your
job. X

Ray Barr is an attorney/free lance writer living in
Lebanon, Pa. He is a regular contributor to The
(Lebanon) Daily News and is author of the play
"Judy Garland vs. Planet Valley of the Dolls."
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t seems to me that Bob Dole and his supporters may
well have unlocked the secret to political success in
1996. Following the lead of Frank Baum's legendary
Dorothy and her faithful dog, Toto, Dole and Jack Kemp
are determined to follow the yellow brick road. They
have set a course straight to the American equivalent of
the Emerald City and the palace of the Great Oz. It's not a
new trick and a similar strategy helped to put the current
president in the White House.

Bob Dole offers hope to prospective supporters with
his own version of brains, hearts and courage. He resem-
bles the Great Oz himself, complete with smoke screen,
special effects and even his own personal assistant. Jack
Kemp pulls all the ropes, hits all the right buttons and
keeps all the "Oohs!" and "Ahs!" coming.

The Republicans rallied at San Diego with a single
media orchestrated message: "The GOP does hold the key
to the revitalization of Emerald City and the entire land of
Oz." They used every trick in the book to convince the
American people that the GOP is the political panacea for
all our nation's ills and problems. The convention's speak-
ers proclaimed the solutions in front of the nation's televi-
sion cameras. Individuals and groups opposed to their
vision were herded into a fenced area in the rear of the
building. They got the republican definition of freedom of
speech; do it in no more than thirty minutes and in near
anonymity. Let's face it, why confuse the issues with the
facts?

While San Diego is certainly as inviting as the Land of
Oz, the reality of what happened there is as pleasing as a
Kansas dust storm. Dole, the GOP nominee for Wizard,
made his grand proclamations. Wanna' Be Assistant
Wizard Kemp provided exactly what he was selected for;
the ability to provide the excitement and creative energy
that has always been wanting in Bob Dole.

Even on the position of freedom of choice, Dole was
able to have it both ways. The official party platform
retains its traditional condemnation of abortion. The posi-
tion keeps the Religious Right and its spokesperson Pat
Buchanan, quiet in the ranks. My suspicion is that
Buchanan's public statement of support for Dole was a
trade off for retaining officially the fundamentalist posi-
tion. At the same time Dole and his campaign clearly sent
a signal to Pro-Choice advocates that he was not a hard
liner on the subject.

By the time all was said and done, everyone in
America with the exception of the gay and lesbian popula-
tion was promised gifts by the hopefully next Great and
Powerful Oz. Our community is treated with as much dis-
dain as the Wicked Witch and her flying monkeys.

As | write this, the polls place Dole and Clinton in a
statistical dead heat in the presidential race. Many people
seem convinced the GOP is the answer and are ready to
give Dole the keys to the Emerald City. I'd like to first ask
them some questions. While Dole decried the woes of
Washington and the current political situation, have we
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forgotten that a certain Kansas senator played a major role
in creating the mess he now decries? As solutions, tax cuts
and crowd pleasing alternatives rained down more than
the confetti and balloons, did you hear any reasonable
mention how Dole would make his agenda a reality?

Are people in this land so gullible that they are willing
to ignore the Dole track record on innovation, health care,
minimum wage and supporting rights for everyone? Are
we as a gay and lesbian community willing to defeat the
only president who has at least helped move some of the
gay/lesbian political agenda into the spotlight? | hope so.

Many gays and lesbians, myself included, are furious
with the Clinton administration for the "Don't Ask, Don't
Tell" compromise and the recent pledge to sign the
Defense Of Marriage Act outlawing domestic partnerships
and basic rights. While we may not be happy about cer-
tain decisions, there has been some progress made.

Even in the midst of my anger | have to agree that
Clinton's administration has done more for our communi-
ty than any previous administration. He definitely leaves
a lot to be desired and could well be winner of the "New
Political Agenda A Day Award" for more changes in his
position than the weather. Unfortunately, | suspect the
Democratic thinking is we have to vote for Clinton because
we could not tolerate Bob Dole. In theory that thinking
may be valid. We need to communicate that if no candi-
date represents our position, then no candidate will
receive our support. Political analysts claimed after the
Republican Convention that the two prime contenders are
neck and neck. This may be good news for us and we may
be missing an excellent opportunity. If you and | knowv it's
anybody's election, then so does the Clinton camp.

We need to communicate loudly and clearly that if
Clinton wants to dance for another term, he'd better settle
up with the Boys in the Band. The Clinton camp needs to
learn we are anything but Munchkins and Bill in no way
resembles Glinda, the Good Witch.

In the eyes of the political machines, we have to do
more than shriek because Dole is closing in on the
Emerald City. Clinton needs to be reminded that his mar-
gin of victory four years ago and the nhumber of gays and
lesbians that voted for him were close, if not identical.
Our mothers and fathers in the fight for gay rights fought
too long and too hard to get us where we are today. If we
let ourselves be taken for granted, we will be.

Clinton and his political machine need to know that we
have followed that yellow brick road far enough to see
our Emerald City in the distance. We know where we
were and where we are today and where we want to go.
It's time we communicate a very direct message: We're
not going back to Kansas ever again, even if means with-
holding our vote.

© Rick Nare

Rick Nare is a professional writer and journalist who resides
in Glen Rock, PA where he operates a marketing, publishing and
communications®firm.
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News of crossroads hits the mainstream press.
Two local newspapers reported on the newest
magazine to hit the Central Pennsylvania area.
The Harrisburg Patriot-News in their July 22nd
issue and the August 29th issue of the York Daily
News printed the description of crossroads’ and
its hopes for the publication.

Following Through...

NOW That’s Taking The Cake. AS reported in the
June/July issue of crossroads, MCC was success-
ful in their $185,000 bond drive, closed the deal
in late June and opened their doors at 2973
Jefferson Street, Harrisburg. The congregation
held their first morning service July 28th to near
SRO capacity.

The congregation celebrated their accomplish-

ment in June with a dinner held at the Friends
Meeting House (their home for the last twelve
years). At right are Pastor Eva O’Diam (center)

crossroads

Violence was visited upon a Middletown
mother and her openly gay son in late
August. The families' late eighties
Renault was fire bombed in the wee
hours of the morning of Tuesday,
August 20th. The young man, a senior
in the Middletown School District, had
been harrassed for some time by a few
of his peers in reaction to his sexual
orientation. The family has since moved
to nearby Harrisburg for what they hope
will be a fresh start.

As of press time, the perpetrators were
still at large.

hid your business or organization do
something fantastic? Why not share it with
us and the rest of the community? Better
yet. give us a call and maybe we can make
it to your event and take pictures, write a
little somethin* (do a little dance and get
down tonight). What do ya think? Call us
at 717.221.1220 and let ns know what's
slinkin* so you can hr shown within the
pages of crossroads.

with Florida’s Jerry Terrell who advised them
through the bond sale and MCC member Erie
Bartholomew.

Though the ehureh board will make the final
decision as to whether morning services along
with its Sunday evening counterpart are going to
continue, Pastor Eva is confident the church
doors will remain open at 10:30 every Sunday
morning from here on out.

Thanks to MCC for Photos
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Looking over one of the many presents received,
Bobby Armstrong (1) and Keith Murphy com-
memorated their tenth anniversary together (as
well as Bobby’s 40th birthday). The duo would
like to thank “our friends who helped celebrate
our ten year anniversay. It truly was a memorable
day that we will never forget. Now, what can we
do to top this on our twentieth?” (Anybody for
skinny dipping in your luxurious pool?)
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(To the tune of The Patty Duke Theme)

Meet Jennifer Warner everyone
Her pictures were just next to
none

Her interview in last issue

Of crossroads was just not tis-
sue

Everyone agreed

And they saw them
Her photos, they loved them
everyone

Congratulations to _ _
J f W d With poetry accompanied
ennirer arner an The North Street Cafe liked
her recent exhibition of indeed
phOtOS Of area |93bian5 Visitors s:emed eEthralled
‘C Phot
at North Street Cafe. o oo "7 °97P™

Is for one, some and all.

Lily White Raises Over 525,000 For Two Area Organizations.
Female lllusionists took center stage at Harrisburg’s
Ramada Inn as Lily White & Company raised much needed
funds for Harrisburg’s AIDS Residential Project and the
South Central AIDS Assistance Network (SCAAN). Thanks
is extended to the Harrisburg Foundation for their facilita-
tion of the National AIDS Fund that allowed monies to be
matched.

InN Memorium

Gary Klinedinst (1966-1996) Complications due to
AIDS. As a discjockey at Harrisburg's Neptune Lounge,
Gary's music and video mixes enlivened a Friday and
Saturday night. Donations can be sent to The Rainbow
Home, P.O. Box 300, Warnersville, PA 19565-0300.

Guy Searfoss (January 28, 1957 - September 11,
1996) Complications due to AIDS. Former bartender at
Harrisburgs Cafe Emjay and D-GEM. All donations can
be sent to the Gettysburg Lutheran Retirement Village
Center, 1075 OIld Harrisburg Road, Gettysburg PA 17325.
A memorial showfor Guyfeaturing Bobbi Carmitchell and Natale
Darkes will be held at The Paper Moon Restaurant, 272 North St.,
Harrisburg on Sun. Oct. 13th at 7:00 p.m. Admission is $5.00 in
advance, $6.00 at the door. Call Emjay at 233-8587. Any donations
can be sent to Lily White & Co., </o Guy Searfoss Memorial P.O. Box
5703, Harrisburg Pa. 17110-0703. Proceeds benefitting the Harrisburg
AIDS Residential Project.

crossroads



he first and third Friday of each

month, around 7 P.M. they begin to
Tarrive. Some come with a friend,

laughing and exuberant. Others arrive
alone, quiet, shy and scared. We sit in a
circle and begin each meeting by intro-
ducting ourselves and telling a little bit
about where we live, our age and how we
found the group—and if they choose, they
might say they are gay, lesbian, bisexual,
transgendered or straight (often friends
come along to be supportive). Sometimes
kids really don't know their sexual orien-
tation and are searching for answers.

The first half of the meeting is usually

a speaker or program around a topic of
interest to the kids. Presentations have
included Coming Out, Ethnicity and
Sexual Orientation, Peer Pressure, Bring
Your Parent Night, Bisexuality, Safe Sex
(including abstinence), Religious Leaders,

crossroads

Gay or Lesbian Couples with Children,
The Political Scene (local, state and nation-
al) and many, many more. The second half
is open discussion. Sometimes kids share
hilariously funny stories. Other times
there are tears.

You may be wondering how we four
faciliators and this group of young people
found each other? First and foremost |
love kids. In fact, | have six of my own
ranging from 24 to 31 years (I guess
they're not kids anymore). Second, as
Deputy Director of Pennsylvania
Protection & Advocacy, | occasionally tes-
tify about issues related to disabilities.
About four years ago | provided testimo-
ny to the Pennsylvania State Board of
Education on "Outcome Based
Education." My testimony focused on the
importance of teaching children to prob-
lem solve and to gain an understanding
and respect for people who are different
from themselves. By "different" | meant
"disabled" and/or members of other eth-
nic groups. After | finished, | stayed to

tern, the increased homeless population
and above all in raising the suicide statis-
tics.

After that hearing four years ago |
called the Gay and Lesbian Switchboard
of Harrisburg and asked what | could do
to help these kids. The answer was simple.
"Would you be interested in starting a
support group?," asked then GLSH presi-
dent Barry Loveland. "Yes" came without
hesitation. We then sent flyers to all local
schools, churches and counselors and The
Harrisburg Patriot-News did an article
about the need for supporting the young
people.

The night finally arrived and so did
seven young people including a commit-
ted couple looking to socialize with other
young people outside the bar scene along
with one having just been discharged
from a psychiatric in-patient unit after his
second suicide attempt. A very shy 15 year
old looked up and remarked "1 think what
you are doing is wondeful." He then
looked back at his feet and didn't say

A Place to Teach and Learn

Group leader Sharon Mahar Potter relates her experi-
ences working with young people who struggle
daily with their sexual orientation.

hear the statements of a few others. Andy,
a young man from the Lancaster area,
moved to the table and began to tell his
story. | realized that Andy's story repre-
sented the experience of hundreds of
bisexual, gay and lesbian high school stu-
dents. The story is one of verbal and
sometimes physical harassment by other
students. Also contributing to the lack of
understanding is a lack of leadership by
administrators in putting a "ZERO" dis-
crimination policy in place and a lack of
knowledge about resources to support
these kids. Many enlightened and wvell
meaning teachers and guidance coun-
selors also fear their support will be inter-
preted in one of two ways—either an
assumption that they too are gay or that
they are encouraging an "immoral”
lifestyle. The result is the over representa-
tion of our Kkids in the mental health sys-

another word the rest of the evening.

Since that night we have served hun-
dreds of young people. Many have moved
onto college, into committed relationships,
to other parts of the state or counry. One is
now a BiGLYAH facilitator. Occasionally,
we get a letter or a phone call from some-
one just saying hello and to thank us for
being there when s/he needed support.
Every once in a while someone stops by
when they are in town visiting.

Still, the struggle continues. The perfect
kid one day is rejected by their family the
minute it is known they are gay or lesbian
with the end result of their college tuition,
room and board being withdrawn in the
middle of a school year. They may find
themselves fired or not promoted at their
jobs for some "other" reason or cursed by
a religion that they thought was based on
love. They are shunned by friends they

27



trusted. Still they continue to struggle on.
Hopefully we adults (gay and straight)
will be here for them when they need us.

So here we are four years later. We
have four facilitators and in addition to
our BiGLYAH meetings we provide speak-
ers for high schools, colleges, churches,
conferences; actually anyone who wants
us to come. Every Fall we do an educa-
tional mailing to all area high schools
(administrators and guidance counselors)
and profesionals who work with teens
and young adults. We also try to do a
yearly conference on a topic related to
issues around gay, lesbian, bisexual and
questioning youth.

| am proud of BiGLYAH and these
young people. | am honored that they
have allowed me into their lives. X

Coming Out: A
Guide for Youth

This reprintfrom ourfirst
issue is a great place to
startfor many coming to
terms with their sexual
being. Jim T.

hat Coming Out Isn’t. Coming

Making Life a Little Easier For the Teen-Age Set are Bi-GLYAHfacilitators
Stephen Glassman, ALA, Melinda Eash andJohnathan Warner. Not pictured is Tish Frederick.

prefer a certain movie star or wine or type
of music; or engage in a particular profes-
sion.

out doesn't mean renting a bill-
board or passing out leaflets
announcing your psychosexual orienta-

tion. Coming out doesn't mear that you
have to take on stereotypical behavior,
dress or attitudes. There is no such thing
as "gay lifstyle"! Every gay man, lesbian
and besexual is as different from every
heterosexual man or woman is different
from every other.

Coming out doesn't mean that you
have to accept or defend all the beliefs,
prejudices and practices held dear by cer-
tain members of the "gay community."”
Coming out doesn't mean that you have
to leave family, friends and familiar sur-
roundings behind and take up residence
in a "gay ghetto" somewhere. Generally
speaking, friends you've had for years
remain loving and supportive after you've
come out to them. The same with family.

Coming out doesn't mean that you
have to engage in unsafe sexual practices—
-or, for that matter, in any sexual practices
at all. Coming out doesn't that you will
immediately "take to" every gay man or
lesbian or bisexual you meet. After all,
there are creeps in the gay milieu just as
there are in the straight world. Coming
out doesn't mean that you will suddenly

2«

hat Coming Out Is. Coming out

with who | am."

Self-acceptance can be a long, hard
road. For many, the first step is denial,
self-loathing, even. One doesn't admit,
even to oneself, that he/she is, or even
might be, gay or lesbian or bi. Some never
get beyond this stage, unfortunately, and
they endure tormented lives until death
finally releases them. This is why the sui-
cide rate among homosexual teenagers is
thirty percent higher than that among het-
erosexual teens.

The next stage, typically, is an attempt
to "fix" the problem by such means as sex-
ual self-denial, psychotherapy or alcohol.
Despite all the hopes and prayers and
noble intentions, the attempt invariably
fails.

Eventually, most young people
wrestling with their psychosexuality reach
the third stage, acceptance. By proper
guidance from those who have "been

is a statements of positive self-
worth, an affirmation of positive
self-esteem. Coming out is a sharing gfdhe" py careful study of contemporary

deepest self with the family and friends
you have. Coming out is a political state-
ment: "l have the right to the same free-
doms the rest of my fellow countrymen
enjoy. | have a right to be here, a right to
strive for happiness.”" Coming out is a gift
to those you love: "I'm telling you I'm
gay/lesbian/bi-sexual because | care
about you so much. | want you to know
where I've been, what struggles I've
endured, and where I'm headed. I'm invit-
ing you to accompany me on my journey
of self-discovery."

Most importantly, coming out is self-
acceptance. Although you don't need to
tell another soul you're homosexual or
bisexual, it's very important that you
come out to yourself. That is, you must
truly be able to say, "I'm gay/lesbian/
bisexual, and that's okay. I'm comfortable

views on homosexuality by the psycholog-
ical and psychiatric professions, by read-
ing gay-positive periodicals and books, by
participating in the activities of local lesbi-
gay support and social organizations—by
these and other means, you can finally
come to love yourself as the unique, won-
derful person you are. X

Jim T. is Vice President of Susquehanna
Lambda.
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n a visual medi-
um such as film
one tends to
process that visual
information first,
with any secondary
sensory stimuli
such as sound
effects or music
remaining exactly
that, secondary.
Whether or not a
viewer consciously
realizes it at the
time, any aural
enhancement of a
visual experience is
just as important to
the work as a whole
as the images one
sees. A good sound-
track makes an
excellent souvenir
to a memorable the-
atrical experience.

In retrospect, the
recent summer
movie season offered no shortage of
choices to moviegoers. The seemingly
neverending flow of blockbuster action
films, dramas, comedies and children's
fare made it all the more difficult to
decide where to spend that seven dollar
chunk of the entertainment budget. With
a hit movie usually comes a hit sound-
track, and this summer’s box office win-
ners were no exception.

The summer of '96 marked the come-
back of funny man Eddie Murphy with
the release of The Nutty Professor.
Touted as some of his best work in years,
the film re-established Murphy as one of
Hollywood's most successful comedic
actors. The soundtrack, which contains
music inspired by the motion picture, fea-
tures many of today's hottest rap/hip-
hop/R&B stars. These include LL Cool J,
Warren G and Jay-Z, and features the
mega hit Touch Me Tease Me by Case fea-
turing Foxy Brown. Fans of the genre wiill
want to own this collection, whether or
not they saw the movie.

The highly publicized and much
talked about release of Striptease did not
meet with the box office success that its
producers had hoped for. Not even Demi
Moore in a G-string was enough to save
this picture from its fate. Its soundtrack
may prove to be a more worthwhile ven-
ture. Included are such classics as Good
Lovin® by the Spencer Davis Group,
Eurythmics' Sweet Dreams and Billy Idol's
version of Mony Mony.

The Crow -

City of Angels
Miramax Records/
Hollywood Records 1996

The Hunchback
of Notre Dame
Walt Disney Records
1996

The Nutty Professor
Def Jam Records 1996

Phenomenon
Reprise Records, 1996

Stealing Beauty
Capitol Records Inc.

1996

Striptease
EMI Records 1996
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No more proof is needed of America's
penchant for nostalgia than the career
comeback of 70's icon John Travolta. The
recent Phenomenon has become one of
this summer's cinematic triumphs. The
soundtrack's success of its soundtrack is
fueled largely by the movie's theme.
Change The World is performed by Eric
Clapton, who has been a staple in the diet
of many rock fans for decades. Other
notable tracks include Misty Blue by
Dorothy Moore, Aaron Neville's Crazy
Love which features Robbie Robertson,
and a newly remixed version of the Peter
Gabriel classic | Have The Touch.

Sequels of successful films tend to not
quite sustain the lofty heights achieved by
their predecessors. Such is the case with
The Crow - City of Angels, both the
movie and its soundtrack. Thankfully, no
attempt was made to resurrect the fallen
Brandon Lee, whose death lent a tragic
irony to the original. But the basis of the
story remains the same—an individual
destroyed by violent crime comes back to
exact revenge from his enemies. The
soundtrack features mainly alternative
acts, as the first one did, but the element
of rap is injected into City of Angels.

Perhaps the most notable track is
Hole's rendition of the Fleetwood Mac
classic Gold Dust Woman. Hole makes no
attempt to imitate the style of the original,
which will doubtless set the band's fans
to cheering and cause those who prefer
the original to at the very least cringe.
Other artists featured are Bush, PJ Harvey
and White Zombie, delivering an industri-
al strength version of K.C. and the
Sunshine Band's 70's mainstay I'mYour
Boogieman.

Films geared toward children have
been plentiful, and as usual Disney leads
the way with its newest animated feature,
The Hunchback Of Notre Dame. The
Disney corporation is more than just a
multi-billion dollar making machine. It
has proven its ability to attract the bright-
est and most talented artists, animators,
performers and musicians. The award-
winning team of Alan Menken and
Stephen Schwartz have outdone them-
selves with their work on Hunchback.
From the imploring God Help The Outcasts
to the splendid hugeness of The Bells of
Notre Dame (the composers employ a full
mixed chorus and Latin Mass text), the
work is a triumph. It will more than likely
not be forgotten come Oscar time next
year.

Finally, one of the most enjoyable
soundtracks of the summer may be from a
film with the least amount of exposure.

Legendary filmmaker Bernardo
Bertolucci's latest oeuvre Stealing Beauty,
starring Jeremy lrons and Liv Tyler, was
all but nonexistent in Merica's money
grubbin cineplexes. But the soundtrack is
out there folks, as sultry and steamy as
the height of July. It features an eclectic
group of artists from current performers
like Liz Phair and Cocteau Twins to blues
legends Billy Holiday and Nina Simone.
How wonderful to hear the simple
arrangement of Simone's My Baby Just
Cares For Me! No slick production trick
here: just drums, piano and vocal, a lis-
tening experience made all the more inti-
mate by the fact that one can actually hear
the noise of the piano keys being
depressed. Only the most stoic of listeners
could refuse to enjoy this collection.

So whether you prefer action or come-
dy, romance or drama, there's a film out
there for you, and a soundtrack to go with
it. Who knows, you may rediscover an
old favorite, or venture into uncharted
territory. Either way, you're bound to
enjoy yourself!

Clare Craig

peace passion
/Ke'
Maverick 1996

irst, the pronunciation phonetically

is n-day-gay-o-cello (the o is long

and cello, like the musical instru-

ment). There, now that's out of the way,
let's move onto the music.

N'degeocello's second album, a follow-
up to 1994's Plantation Lullaby and her
first release for Madonna's production
company Maverick Records, is a spiritual
search to find exactly what the title sug-
gests, peace beyond passion. N'degeocello
is not afraid of strong spiritual and con-
ventional religious imagery and she uses
these images deftly to ask poignant and
straightforward questions and find some
answers, albeit maybe not the right
answers for in matters of spirituality there
may be no such thing. It's a personal yet
strangely universal album whose themes
apply to any and all listeners.

N'degeocello is all inclusive in her
search for peace for herself and humanity
dealing with how religion looks at groups
such as women, blacks and homo/bisexu-
als. Being a member of all three groups
lends this artist the credibility needed to
pull off such a feat. She looks at these
questions directly, unflinchingly and the
result is a rich and gratifying CD.

The first single, which has gained a



moducum noteriety in the music industry
as being too forthright, is entitled
Leviticus: Faggot. The song explores the
family dynamics of growing up with a
father who will never forgive and another
who will never forget the trepasses of
father and son. Through the story of the
song, the father eventually throws the son
out of the house at the age of sixteen to
become a "prisoner of you (his) own per-
verted world." The track discusses the
lack of sympathy/understanding for the
boy's plight on the part of the family as
all his mother could/would do for him is
pray "save him from this life" which
could be taken two ways: one, change
him to a heterosexual, or two, let him die.
In contrast to the darkness apparent in
Leviticus: Faggot, Ecclesiastes: Free My
Heart is a song that is about the search for
the truth. Although the speaker in the
song is Finding all things wearisome unsatis-
fied/my eyes not satisfied with seeing,/my ears
unsatisfied with hearing, there is hope in the
chorus where the speaker wants to Free
my heart so my soul mayfly/Free my mind of
my worldly wants and desires. This yearning
to be lifted to a higher spiritual plain by
the lifting of the burdens earth has given
to the heart is thematic in all religion, and,
quite possibly, it is the quest of
humankind. It's this kind of soul search-
ing that makes the disc so appealing.
Throughout the entire experience of
peace beyond passion, N'degeocello's

bass and lead guitar playing give the
album a funky almost danceable sound
that plays well in the face of such intense
and questioning lyric. Although VH1 is
playing the video late at night, you may
never hear any of this material on a radio
station near you. It's a shame because an
album with this much artisitic credibility
that showcases a strong new talent should
not be missed.

M.S. Viguers
Out
/h ovetn
996

hose of us who attended Maureen

McGovern's concert at the Hershey
Theatre last November well remem-

feature a few big band arrangements, it
generally presents a far more intimate set-
ting for McGovern, not unlike your very
own private cabaret.

Harold Arlen's music on the CD covers
the years 1929 to 1954, music written for
revues, stage shows and movies.
McGovern's selections range from fresh
interpretations of the familiar (Over The
Rainbow, complete with verse) to several
tunes that will be unknown to may listen-
ers.

Some of the arrangements are big and
exciting (Any Place | Hang My Hat Is Home
and the medley of The Man That Got
Away/Stormy Weather/Blues In The Night).
She's at her scat singing, voice soaring
best in Ding Dong The Witch Is Dead,
which also features a verse and manages
to quote just about all the other songs
from Oz. Her version of Get Happy might

bertier announcement that she had fin-well convince you it actually was written

ished recording a Harold Arlen songbook;
she thought it would be released in the
spring. The prospect of one of our great
singers recording the music of one of the
great songwriters was irresistible. It's
finally been released, and it lived up to
every possible expectation.

In that concert, McGovern sang with
the Duke Ellington Orchestra, and she
showed she was every bit the big band
singer (the CD, in fact, is dedicated to
Mercer Ellington, who died this past
February). While Out Of This World does

as a jazz waltz.

Much of the CD, however, is incredibly
intimate, sung with just Mike Renzi at the
piano, sometimes bringing in a bass and
drums, occasionally adding another
instrument or two. A Sleepin® Bee and
Don't Like Goodbyes, with words by
Truman Capote, and Right As The Rain
make you sit utterly captivated by her
unique and sensitive performance and by
the songs themselves.

Many singers, especially Judy Garland,
have made Arlen's songs their own. And,

Hi, my name is Michele DeCampli,

huT almosT evenyone knows me as Shelly.
| am the Public Relations Coordinator for

crossroad Publications, Inc.

“TOhat the heck is that?”

Well, it basically means | wear many different hats

(baseball for my butch days, cowgirl w/ pearls for my not so butch days,
& a crown for my drag queen days)

dealing with distribution, ad sales, & marketing,
just to name a few of the areas
left to my care.

yds ifoa can see, this is not a one woman jot!

| need your help to expand our rapidly growing publication.
If working part-time with a group of talented, intelligent, fun indi-
viduals, along with a great commission & incentive package
is for you please call
717.221.1220 today.
| look forward to hearing from you!

(1 wish | looked this good in person! It’s amazing

what they can do with photographs these days/// )

Micheli Ddiatnp.li
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in fact, Garland's versions of Over The
Rainbow, The Man That Got Away, Stormy
Weather, Come Rain Or Shine and the oth-
ers on that Carnegie Hall album may be
the definitive versions for some listeners.
But that's no reason for other singers to
stay away from them. Some of the songs
may have been written with a particular
singer in mind; they were also written as
popular songs, songs for anyone to sing.
And, to ask the obvious, if songs aren't
sung, what good are they?

Maureen McGovern's take may be
unexpected in some cases and may be just

"Here, read it yourself." Andersen laid
the newspaper on Oakley's desk. "In the
last two paragraphs.”

Picking up the folded USA Today,
Oakley quickly scanned the second page
column. On the first day after closing out
the monthly books he expected his
Controller to be handing him the latest P
& L, not some article about a dirty
pedophile. "I've about had it up to here
with Jesus Alizondo." He knew the man
would be tried, found guilty and execut-
ed, and he wasn't alone. The entire coun-
try had been outraged by the murder of
those twelve little girls, and the whole
country was demanding justice.

"Sales come through as we were hop-
ing?" He had a feeling they had not,
despite assurances from marketing. If this
was Andersen's way of leading into bad
news the man was going to need a few
lessons in tact.

"l think you ought to read that,"
Andersen insisted.

"First tell me how we did last
month." As he watched, Andersen raked
his fingers back through his hair letting
his hand rest on top of his head like some
prehensile skullcap. The man's brown
eyes seemed darker. His hair grayer.
Thinner. And Oakley didn't know if he
was trying to keep the top of his head
from flying off or...or what? "All right, I'll
read it. Then we we're going to talk about
debits and credits."”

It was actually the last paragraph
which must have upset Andersen. He
focused on a few key words which stood
out then set the paper down on his desk.
"So what? This does not affect us
Andersen, not at all. Alizondo killed those
children in California, that's a long dis-
tance from North Carolina. The fact that
his defense team has filed to get access to
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what the listener had in mind in others. It
is pure McGovern, however...McGovern
at her absolute best. For those of us of a
certain age with a love for this type of
popular music, cabaret, movie and show
music, from an earlier part of the century,
this CD is a must. For the younger listen-
er who may be nurturing a curiosity
about this music, who would like to find
out why we keep talking about this
music, this CD would serve as the perfect
introduction.

David Walker

his bedroom door is totally irrelevant.”
He leaned forward. "Now let's talk num-
bers, and if they were down last month."
He was glad he'd had a good breakfast,
so sure was he his appetite was going to
be ruined for the rest of the day.

Andersen slumped into a chair. Now
his hand was cupping his chin, fingers
molding themselves into the thin skin of
his cheek. His little finger nestled into the
curl of his nostril. "John, this company,
Janick and Sons, manufactures doors. We
ship them all over the country. Even to
California.”

"And so do four hundred other com-
panies in the continental United States,

not to mention Canada. We also make
windows, and cabinets." Oakley calmly
clasped his hands upon the green felt pad
of his desk. He maintained his cool and
collected demeanor. Every hair was in
place. He could still smell the scent of his
aftershave. And he said a little prayer.
Hopefully God would give him the

Please support the
advertisers that support
the community via
their placement in
Crossroads.

strength to keep from upbraiding a loyal
employee. But time was money, he knew
that to be a fact and not a cliche. And
costly seconds were adding up.

"You're familiar with the strategy of
his defense?" Andersen asked. And now
he too was leaning forward, his hands
palm down on the desk, his fingers
spread so wide the knuckles seemed like
large lumpy nuggets of clay connected by
fine porcelain bone. "Insanity."

"To be honest | haven't paid that
much attention to what his defense has
been claiming. For God's sake, the man is
guilty. The police caught him in the act of
violating that last little girl in his own
bedroom. She was lucky, she survived,
twelve others did not." As with most peo-
ple, talking about the Alizondo case made
him uncomfortable. Nowhere in his ratio-
nal mind could he understand the mental-
ity of a man who could perpetrate such a
heinous crime. He found the subject so
offensive, it was much easier to lock it
away in a tiny mental box his subcon-
scious could hide in a place so secret he'd
never think of it again. "In a perfect world
the man would be castrated and then
shot. Today he'll live on death row for
fourteen or fifteen years until his defense
pulls enough rabbits out of their hat that
he'll get life without parole in some men-
tal institution.”

With a slow blink Andersen hit him
with what he could only consider to be a
psychological sucker punch. In his
moment of silence Andersen had mocked
him, laughed at him by merely shutting
his eyes. And that laugh had been rueful,
hurtful, the way children laugh at losers.
As the small vessels in Oakley's cheeks
bristled with the swelling burn of embar-
rassment he fought his natural instincts
and merely stood up. Why should he care
about the strategy of Alizondo's defense

Continued on page 51
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Winter cabaret

*
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8:00 pm Saturday, December 14, 1996
Harrisburg Community Theatre
6th & Hurlock Streets, Harrisburg
Tickets: $20 $18 $15
Call 717-236-SING (7464)

FREE
KITCHEN TOOLS!

Ifyou love to cook, hate to
cook or just need new ideas,

host a cooking demonstration

OR start your own business
and earn $100.00 (or more)
of FREE products !

Call Don at (717) 236-SHOW

The Kitchen Store
That Comes To Your Door*

Unking to the Larger World

by Matt Miller

In this article, we will take a closer
look at the World Wide Web (WWW). You
may remember from my last article that
WWW is basically a bunch of documents,
or pages, located on various computers
throughout the Internet. What makes
these documents special is the links
between them. These links are words, pic-
tures or buttons within the document that
you click on with your mouse. When you
click on the link, you are automatically
taken to the place that the link refers to
(called a target). For instance, a page may
contain a paragraph like the following:

There are many cities in Pennsylvania
with gay and lesbian businesses, includ-
ing gay bars, bookstores and magazines.

The bold underlined words are the links.
If you were to click on the word "maga-
zines," you may be taken to a page with a
list of gay magazines in Pennsylvania.
This list could be somewhere on the same
page as this paragraph, another page on
the same computer, or a page on a com-
puter in Italy, When you got to this page,
you might see little pictures of the front
covers of the latest issues of these maga-
zines, which you could click on to take
you to that magazine's web page, wher-
ever it may be. There could also be a map
of Pennsylvania, which if you clicked on
a location, would take you to a list of the
magazines serving that area.

As you can see, the web provides
some powerful possibilities for business,
advertising, entertainment, and informa-
tion gathering. The WWW has been made
even more powerful by search engine
that have become available. A search
engine is usually a commercial web page

maintained by a company who makes
their money by selling advertising on the
page. You, as the consumer, simply go to
the search page for free, and enter a list of
words of interest to you. For example,
you might enter

gay and Harrisburg and Pennsylvania

which would return a list of all of the web
pages that the search engine knows about
that refer to all of those words. On many
search engines, my homepage,

http://members.aol.com/hyperzonk

would be one of the choices. Then, you
click on the item that you think will lead
you to the information you want, and
voila, you would be viewing that page
(hopefully, mine!). If you were to choose
my page, one of the things you would see
would be Local Gay and Lesbian
Resources. You could click there and go
to a page which tells you about
Harrisburg's gay and lesbian businesses,
bars and services. Mighty convenient for
the traveler!

Of course, the web is not limited to
topics like what is the best gay bar to go
to you are are visiting Harrisburg, PA.
There are many different kinds of things
available on the web, including business-
es selling their wares, almost-live action
soap operas, news, weather, personal
home pages for individuals, information
services, sounds, fan clubs and much,
much more.

To get on the web, you need five
things: a computer, a modem, a phone
line, an Internet service provider, and a
web browser (some service providers give
you their own browser for free, like
America Online and AT&T Net).
Netscape navigator is a good browser, as
is Microsoft Explorer (I recommend
Netscape, simply because they are the
standard and, support almost every-
thing). You can use any Internet service
provider; most only charge about $19.95 a
month for access. | recommend a 14.4K
modem or faster, and the browser pro-
grams work best on a 486 based computer
with a speed of 66MHz or faster.

Don't forget! Please send you ques-
tions to me care of crossroads. If you
include your address (email or regular
mail), I'll get your answer back to you
before it's published in the magazine. X

Matt Miller has worked with computers since
age 12. He is currently employed at Daisy Data,
Inc. in Enola. He does Internet consulting through
his Millerthought Industries. Questions about the
Net or computers in general can be addressed to
CPI, c/o Matt or at his web address.
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Hello Again Kids!

| hope you had a good time reading the
first installment of "Biting the Biscuit."
Let's kick off this month with the cabaret
show for Lily White at The Stallions on
June 30th. As always, Glenda and
Michelle put together another intersting
evening of glamour and entertainment.

And now, a few highlights... Carlotta
Jalapeno literally flipped her wig during
her dance mix. We can't forget my very
own personal "Attack of the Killer Drag
Queen on the Street Boy." He was a cutey

| had the wonderful opportunity to go
to Baltimore and witness some extremely
talented entertainers who rallied together
to send one of their glamour girls onto the
Maryland State finals.

The Hippo was the place to be to see
the visions of beauty via this benefit for
Lauren Mitchell—the reigning Miss
Hippo. | had a chance to chat with Miss
Kelli St. James, Miss Gay Maryland USA,
1992.

We had a really good time. If our
schedules permit, she'll grace our fair city
with her presence sometime soon. Keep a
lookout for her.

While in Baltimore we went to the
Stage Coach. | want to thank that hunk of
a bartender (he was very helpful if you
know what | mean!!!).

Then it was off to the infamous Allegro
and a very hi-energy nite with none other
then Miss Ron D'Lai or should | say Miss
Ron "Delay." Mark was waiting for you
Friday night Miss Ron. You missed a "Big
Time." Miss D'Lai is one of Josie's Pussy
Cats and she is truly a pussy cat!

After closing the Allegro we were off to
1732 Charles Street—the after hours club.
This is truly a place we need here in
Harrisburg. Men, men and yes, more men.
If I wasn't such a shy diva | could have
been married to about ten different men.
Of course, those ten were on leave from
the School of the Blind.

Thanks Baltimore for making myself
and my two bodyguards feel welcome!

While | was seeing the sights of
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Baltimore, the cast and
crew of Lily White were
working their faces off
here at home with their
Hotel Show raising over
$25,000 during their ren-
dition of Who Framed
Lily White?.

I wasn't here. Tell me
who indeed frame that
innocent angel? My
guess none other than
our very own Grandma
Sowers. Just kidding
girl!

We definitely cannot forget the 1996
Miss Gay Pride Pageant. This title was cre-
ated by the then Miss Capital City 1995
Starr Powers. Poison, Miss Gay Pride
1995, after a wonderful give up number,
handed over her crown and title to the
former Miss Neptune—Glenda. Congrats
to you.

Some highlights? Who did show their
breasts to the audience and more impor-
tantly, during the question and answer
part, what exactly does bubble gum have
to do with gays raising children? Any
clues?

We then went on the finale...Pride Day
at HACC. Truly a day to remember. My
poor neighbors were scared to death to
see this big drag queen come out the door
and onto the streets at high noon. My face
had melted at least six times before the
day was over. From drag queens to live
bands and preformers, there were plenty
of entertainers.

Poison brought along some excellent
dancers to back her up and Miss Neptune
had a small little cape that said it all in
that it was made of the colors of the rain-
bow flag.

And of course Cher's One By One was
heard practically all day long though each
rendition was performed differently each
time. Starr had that fierce headpiece and
beads. Angel was all in lace. And of
course, not to be outdone, | was wearing
my see through P.J.'s. Clearly, we all had
fun.

Earlier in the day you could have seen
me walking around the grounds in what
was billed a $1,000 dress with dollars
pinned to an undergarment to make it
that. Thanks to all of you who pricked me
we raised close to $150.

I was also one of the highlights of the
6:00 news. Finally | can state that | am
indeed a star.

Also at the pride celebration was food,
tee shirts, gay oriented info, and lots of
wonderful jewelry vendors. Thanks to the
vendors and the community for making it
such a successful day and naturally, | per-

sonally want to thank the clean up crew
for folding the chairs and sweeping the
cement in the middle of the last two per-
formers' numbers. Michelle Leah Sterling,
only you could be the true sport and con-
tinue your mega mix to the sound of
chairs collapsing!

Will HACC ever be the same?

To our future divas, your tip of the day
is...

If you use lots of hair spray on your
wigs, please be careful when lighting your
smokes after a few cocktails . Otherwise,
you may get your first title..." A Flaming
Queen."”

What story would be complete without
just a little bit of gossip. Next time you see
Michelle, ask her about her new
secret...Hair. Next month the many differ-
ent uses of chocolate syrup.

In closing, if you have any gossip or
beauty tips you'd like to see here, fax me
at crossroads (717.221.1222) or drop me a
note to CPI in c/o Miss Biscuit.

And to all bar managers, show direc-
tors and any one putting on a benefit, |
would love to know when you are featur-
ing my sisters of the evening so | may par-
take of the festivites and report them here
among the pages of crossroads. D.C.,
Baltimore, Philadelphia, Wilkes Barre this
means you too. | need to get out of town
and what better reason than to come and
get some gossip, gossip, gossip.

Thanks for stepping into my world.
Until next time, this is your reporting diva
saying , "Kiss, Kiss" (but don't smudge
the lip stick). And keep those shows com-
ing. X



31

ARIES (March 20-April 19): This is the
month for taking that plunge—social or
financial. Go ahead, make a splash.
Everyone doesn’t appreciate your efforts
but most of your friends will. Don’t be
afraid to lend a hand to one of those
friends this month; they’ll need it from
you.

TAURUS (April 19-May20): Taurus is quiet
this month; it’s time to do a little soul-
searching as fall comes in. Co-workers look
to you for support; be ready to provide
reasonable help, but don’t let anyone
exploit your good nature. Make plans for
Halloween excitement this year, Taurus.

GEMINI (May 20-june 20): Activity picks up
after the first week of October. Go ahead;
don’t be afraid to enjoy yourself! Get your
work done, but don't live for it; you have
better things to accomplish this month.
Are you feeling restless? The end of the
month holds some interesting changes for
you.

CANCER (June 20-July 22): Cancer enters
October feeling unsettled and indecisive,
but you’ll find your answers as the month
progresses. Don’t expect major progress
on the romantic front until near the end
of the month—but just you wait...Grab
the chance at that Halloween party a
deux...

LEO (July 22-August 22): This is a prime
month for cheerful Leo. Friends notice
that you’re unusually positive, even for
you. Apply some of that positivity to peo-
ple who need it; your friends expect it
anyway. You may find yourself called on to
help make peace between two acquain-
tances this month, so you’ll need all that
energy.

VIRGO (August 22-September 22): The
month builds up for Virgo, from cautious
to outgoing. Settle financial and work
matters as early in the month as you can.
Put friends to the middle of the month,
and spend the end of this month on your-
self; Virgo deserves difficult acquaintance;
practice that ““No.”

LIBRA (September 22-October 22): You're
beginning the month by overcoming an old
problem or frustration, probably a linger-
ing personal matter you’'ve been dealing
with. What you need now is some hands-
on projects (the Martha Stewart variety,
silly). End of the month puts Venus in your
sigh—time to focus on relationships.

SCORPIO (October 22-November 21):
October is a busy month for energetic
Scorpio. Don’t be afraid to stick your neck
out on matters that interest you right now.
Relationships are taking a back burner
position this month. Your time’s so booked
already. Be sure to make time for yourself!

SAGITTARIUS (November 2! -December 21):
It's idea month for Sagg; you may be doing
or done with the Christmas lists already.
Practical Sagg should be working at s

ing a step ahead of the holiday game right
now. Time to make room on your call ndar
for social events—the party’s where (0OU
are, Sagg!

CAPRICORN (December 2!-January 20): Mid-
month brings out quiet Cap’s vocal side.
You feel strongly about an issue that’s
crossing your path these days; don’t let
your feelings about it injure your personal
relationships. It's time to live in the pre-
sent and enjoy yourself.

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 19):
October’s a quiet time for the water-bear-
er until the end of the month. It's time to
work on that costume and then live it up
at Halloween. Moon in Aquarius around
the 20th puts attention on you, no matter
how much you try to hide. Just let loose
and relax.

PISCES (February 19-March20): Mystical
Pisces looks as if it’s being anti-social, but
you're just following the rhythm of the
season. Re-assess the energy you're
putting into outside endeavors; save some
time for yourself. The last week of October
is your time to shine.

Marakay Rogers, Certrified Tarot Master, is a regis-
tered Tarot advisor and astrologer with over ten
years' experience in the Harrisburg and York areas
and offers consultations and workshops through
Divine Light Books in Steelton.
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Are you looking for a way to treat
yourself with a gift that will last the
entire year?

Try crossroads. As we grow, so too will
your knowledge of events and issues
affecting the gay, lesbian and trans-
gendered community in and around
the Central Pennsylvania region.

Give the gift that keeps on giving
throughout the holiday season
and the whole year 'round!!!
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Great Holiday Gift
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crossroads has it ail m
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Health, Fashion, Sports,
Poetry, Short Stories, Reviews,
Community Resources
& so much more!
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ARIES Mars in Virgo gives you plenty of
drive, but watch out for opposition to
your plans. It's amazing how the people
closest to you can irritate you the most.
Don’t let them get on your nerves; they
can’t help it. This is a time when Aries is
likely to overdo everything from working
to playing, when what you need most is to
relax.

TAURUS Venus is in Libra this month, which
resonates with kindred Taurean tenden-
cies. Resist your temptation to have the
world over for Thanksgiving; you can be
too generous. This is a great time for you
and your significant other to get out of
town to do the theater or other major-
league cultural events.

GEMINI Save the relatives for Thanksgiving;
Mercury moves from Scorpio into Sagg
before then, so save difficult relations and
other problem people for the second half
of the month. Get those stubborn work
problems out of the way early; you’ve got
the energy for some creative problem-solv-
ing. Aim for a getaway weekend soon.

CANCER Cancer knows there’s no place like
home. You may feel that others are putting
pressure on you to be more social than you
care to be. Matters ease up as Sun enters
Sagg, so don’t sweat it. You’ll do best this
month by being honest with others about
your feelings.

LEO Leo finds itself a bit more critical or
judgmental than usual this month; try
putting those faculties to good use on a
business matter rather than taking them
home. If you can get away over
Thanksgiving, do it; you need a bit more
space this month. Be up front with a loved
one about personal matters.

VIRGO Detail-oriented Virgo has some origi-
nal ideas for the season. Go ahead, get
wild; you know you’ll startle your friends,
and you love it. Get hog-wild over
Thanksgiving; your friends will forgive you
but your digestion won’t. Do what you
want to do for the holidays, not what you
think you have to do.

crossroads

LIBRA You're feeling more creative than
usual these days (but don’t take it out on
friends by hauling them with you to anoth-
er Nutcracker recital...). Romance is on a
more even keel than it's been for some
time. Don’t let small frustrations throw
you off balance. Put some extra energy
into clearing up old business.

SCORPIO Sun spends most of the month in
the Scorpion’s sign. That plus Mars in Virgo
make this your month for marching gaily
forward and taking charge of a situation.
Energy is high now; the excitement’s where
you are. Resist the temptation to overdo it
right now, especially in relationship mat-
ters.

SAGITTARIUS Your native temptation to
make everything better receives reinforce-
ment now; be honest enough not to
overextend yourself. Take a chance on
being thoroughly impractical for once and
go cut loose. It's rough for Sagg to be non-
practical and self-centered, but even Sagg
needs to indulge once in a while.

CAPRICORN Cap likes to be cautious, and
Mars makes you even more precise in your
actions at the moment. Be prepared for
friends or co-workers to be intractable for
a couple of weeks; there’s not much you
can do but sit back and watch them.
Communication takes some surprising
turns this month, so be prepared.

AQUARIUS Stay calm and give the pre-holi-
day season a chance. You may find you're
not quite as placid as usual. Don’t be over-
ly critical of others; you aren’t usually, but
there’s some stress right now. Take it easy;
the pressure lifts around Thanksgiving.

PISCES The beginning of the month finds
our Fish a little more intense than usual,
possibly having to do with romance issues.
Go for it, Pisces. Energy levels are up, so
you just may get through all of those holi-
day preparations. Clearing up unfinished
business matters becomes important right
now; put that energy to work.
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his column from the start has been about getting you
thinking. | would like now to talk about a very touchy
subject where usually a lot of thinking is not allowed: reli-

enthusiasm about the institution purchasing a property, he con-
veyed to me that the "gay community finally has a home," that
'they can now be the hub of the gay community." The convic-
tion with which he spoke led me to believe this was not the first
time this situation was pronounced on someone nor do | believe

gion and the organized church. The older | get the less | like tHiss the thinking of one member.

term; | prefer the term "spirituality.” First let's talk about spiritu-
ality with the g/1/b communities. | was personally raised in a
very conservative holy-roller Pentecostal church. This training
has had a powerful influence throughout my entire life. Problem
is that | actually believe a lot of what they taught except when it
came time to condemn this group or that group because they
were different. | often read my Bible and decided that was not
the interpretation | was getting.

You may be wondering what this has to do with the g/1/b
<community? | want this to be a wake up call. We as g/1/b can
still be out and have legitimate higher power in which we
believe. We as "abominations" within the straight churches have
gone on to form our own churches within the community. Does
this make the church or its leaders better or correct? Absolutely
not. If there was only one true interpretation of the Bible would-
n't one think we would have fared better through the years? One
cannot blindly follow any person in any position. Thought and
personal research are needed. One doesn't have to look at every-
thing with a skeptical eye but when it comes to blindly following
a leader without question or thought in any community, | get
scared. Throughout history, people have placed total, unearned
trust in different figures and usually when the following was
large enough, caused damage that would take generations to
heal. Adolf Hitler comes foremost to mind but even current day
leaders can wield this kind of power. We as g/1/b's continue to
experience this from most of our major organized religions. For
the non-believers or different believers such as the Jewish,
Moslems, Buddhists, etc., Christian based churches that serve
our community don't really concern them. They are a minority
within our community. The problem that should grab everyone's
attention is if one of these institutions has decided that it will BE
the gay and lesbian community (I didn't forget bisexual, | specif-
ically left it out).

I was recently on the phone with a member of a gay Christian
establishment within the area that prompted this column. In his
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Don't get me wrong, | say more power to the church and con-
gratulations on the purchase but be very careful about deciding
to be "the community" when we as a community must be united
with all our brothers and sisters. I've talked to a lot of people in
the gay community, a large portion have had religion in their life
prior to coming out as gay. Some of these people still yearn for a
deep spiritual connection with whom they consider their maker.
Many of these people have tried the organized institutions with-
in our community and find them lacking. | don't think you have
to be involved in an organized religion to be spiritually connect-
ed. Our community has never fit in to most of the conventional
organizations and their power based standards and | find it dis-
heartening to find that our community is on its way to adapting
the hetero's ways when the focus should be on the purpose of
any church. According to the Bible, Where two or three are gath-
ered...and I'm sure none of the other religions require a member-
ship or a building to believe.

Coming out of your closet doesn't mean that you must close
the door on spirituality/religion. We should have a better under-
standing of loving without stipulations, being able to discard
this alone should make our spiritual connection less inhibited.
We can never surrender to blind human faith but we as gay, les-
bians and bisexuals should be able to still have good spiritual
faith. We are human and for those that believe a soul exists
should not dismiss its need for attention because of the conflicts
that the straight or even gay world attaches with being spiritual.
Find what makes you comfortable and don't think of yourself as
a hypocrite, as long as you believe, think of yourself as spiritual.

| have a utopian hope that one day separate churches for
straights and gays will not necessary. This hope was just fueled
by a conversation | had the other day. | recently attended a con-
cert that was held in a church. Afterwards | was admiring how
beautiful the church was to a member who knew | was gay but
didn't know me personally, and without thought she invited me
to Sunday morning services to worship. Gives me hope. X

crossroads
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La Cage Aux Folles it's not but
Germany has produced a gay
friendly film worthy of attention.
Maybe,..Maybe Not comes to the
U.S. with grand credentials. One
of the highest grossing German-
made films of all time and huge-
ly popular throughout Europe,
this film found a few weeks of
fame at Philadelphia's Ritz Film
Theatre. This is another of those
films that sadly will never see
the light of day in Central PA.

Without giving away all the
secrets and spoiling your enjoy-
ment when you rent the video,
here is a brief synopsis: The
handsome star is a sex crazed
waiter who can't seem to keep
his penis in his pants when he
sees a good looking woman. This
gets him hito deep trouble with
his longtime live-in girlfriend.
She finally has enough and kicks
him out into the street with no
place to go. After calling various
disgruntled girlfriends, "our
stud"” settles in with much fear
and apprehension with a gay
acquaintance.

Amusing consequences, some
predictable, begin to occur. The
girlfriend has a change of heart
when she finds out she is preg-
nant and goes looking for "our
stud."” Where does she finally
find him? Of all places, in her
bedroom barely clothed wit a
nude gay man in her closet while
a slide of "our stud" posing in all
his glory is being projected on
the wall. Would you believe this
man in the closet winds up help-
ing with the delivery of the baby
because "our stud" is perched on
a coffee table, nude again, stone
out of his mind? Will she take
him back or will he continue to
hang out with his gay friend?
Tune into the video or maybe to
the art theatre in Annville for the

crossroads
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answer.

This film is not dubbed to its
credit but reading the subtitles
does have its drawbacks. Much
of the fast paced action can be
lost if you are a slow reader or
must read every word before
looking up. One other point: the
gay community will probably
find fault with this film because
we seem to have progressed
beyond some of the stereotypes
portrayed in this film. This
maybe true but it is still fun.
Remember when La Cage came
out?

Question: What do the for-
eign films Emma and Trainspotting
have in common besides making
it across the Atlantic? Certainly
not content.

Talk about coming out of a
film on a high. Emma, a film
import from England, is based on
a novel by Jane Austen (the same
one that brought you 1995's
smash Clueless), who certainly is
hot these days. Too bad she is
dead and not able to bask in the
celebrity limelight and reap the
financial rewards.

Set in England during the
1800's, this witty, upbeat, won-
derful romance drama starring
Gwyneth Paltrow should be a
contender for an Oscar for Best
Picture and Best Actress. The
British actresses were not too
pleased when this coveted role
went to an American. Too bad.
(Gwyneth, you did a super job
being a matchmaker to the gen-
tile upper crust of the British
society.)

Every scene is like an impres-
sionistic painting. Much care was
taken to make it all work. One
scene, | remember vividly, has
Gwyneth coming out of a chapel
wearing a lacy off-white dress

that has the same look and color
as the chapel's facade. Things at
this point in the film were not
going well for this matchmaker.
Pairing her girlfriend with a Mr.
Churchhill was not working.

Which brings us to Ewan
McGregor, the answer to the
question. Ewan is a young very
available catch, Mr. Churchhill,
and the star of the most disturb-
ing Scottish import, Trainspotting.

Hailed as a massively enter-
taining black comedy, | found it
anything but. This group of hero-
in addicts can't seem to get their
lives together. In and out of jail,
in and out of bed (now, that was
entertaining seeing Ewan and his
male friends in the buff—Oh no!
frontal nudity), in and out of
highs and lows. Watching the
films characters get high gave me
a corresponding low. It left me so
low | almost walked out, several
times. But | knew | was to write
this review so | stayed for you,
my readers.

The drug scene and all its
problems were made unforget-
table and for that, | will give this
film credit.

Not for the easily shocked,
Trainspotting is brutally frank.
None of the nice, elegant, beauti-
ful scenes as in Emma or the wild
crazy humor of MAYBE...MAYBE
NOT. Instead dark, ugly, dirty
scenes with humor for the sick of
mind. What a contrast in moods.
Edinburgh never looked so dis-
mal. Not the lovely city | remem-
ber.

Well, there it is. A look a three
foreign imports that might have
passed you by. A diverse lot
indeed. No trip to the Ritz in
Philly needed to see two of the
three. Not a bad average for
Central PA. See you at the
movies. Obrigado y Adeus...
saida.
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n the world of film music there are
some composers who are over-repre-
sented in recordings. This column will

ing the age of the source materials.

I'll admit | ordered "Plan 9" on a
whim; owning the soundtrack of that par-
ticular film appealed to the perverse side

only rarely deal with them. In fact this ini-of my nature. But it's now one | play fre-

tial column is devoted to “anonymous”
film music. My columns will probably
also display a bias toward fantasy films as
it's my opinion that most film composers
did their best work in that genre.

And what film better represents both
categories than "Plan 9 From Outer
Space"?

In the wake of Tim Burton's film bio is
there anyone left who doesn't know of the
work of the beknighted director Ed Wood,
Jr.? Working without the benefit of money
(and some might say without the benefit
of talent),j this director cranked out some
of the most bizarre films of the 1950's;
films that truly have to be seen to be dis-
believed.

quently. Serious collectors will certainly
want to obtain the disc, considering the
.rare opportunity to hear these library cues
without the drawback of low-budget
sound recording and mixing technology,
but even those with a more casual interest
in film music will find this recording a
more-than-pleasant surprise.

Something which goes unexplained in
the otherwise excellent liner notes is why
these composers languished in obscurity.
Was this composing a sideline for them,
separate from other musical pursuits?
Were they unable to get their feet in the
door at the studios? Did they simply pre-
fer freelancing? considering that one of
the composers (Trevor Duncan) acted as a
consultant for the disc, the lack of this

crossroads’ debuts a new column on that
much takenfor granted artform—music
specifically composed for the silver screen.
In time for Halloween contributing writer
Harry H. Long fOCUSES his ears on the genre

of the horrorflick.

A resource that existed to low (or no)
budget film-makers of the 1940's and '50's
was music libraries (TV and radio produc-
ers also used these services). The libraries
consisted of generic mood music com-
posed for them (Miklos Rosza contributed
fanfares to one such library in Britain
early in his career) and of recordings sold
to them from the bigger film studios
(which is how Aaron Copeland ended up
"contributing" music to the "Superman”
TV series). Actually this practice even pre-
dates the sound film; theatre owners in
the 1920's could avail themselves of simi-
lar services in sheet music for their organ-
ists or orchestras.

Now thebig surprise is not that Wood's
lack of funds caused him to turn to one of
these libraries for his films, but that the
music is actually pretty damn good. And
on this CD it sounds terrifc. Although
you'd never know it, the tinny recording
quality in the film, the music was actually
recorded by a symphonic orchaestra (in
Stuttgart). And since the disc's producers,
RetroSonic Records, have gone back to the
original acetate masters, the sound quality
is excellent. Only a few bands betray sur-
face noise, which is astonishing consider-
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information is a tad puzzling.

Since this is RetroSonic's premiere
release, | hope it does well enough for
them to pursue future releases of library
cues. | can only wonder what film will
provide the excuse for a future release.
"Robert Monster" perhaps? Hey, we're all
interested in the future, because that is
where we will spend the rest of our lives.

(Special note: There have been previ-
ous recordings issued on "Plan 9," none
of which contain all the music and most
of which do not isolate the music from the
dialogue. Be sure you get the RetroSonic
Records version. The best [only?] way to
do this would be to order it directly from
them at P.O. Box 300656, Brooklyn, NY
11230-0656. $19.95 includes postage and
handling. In fact, I'm not even sure this
one will show up in any stories outside
NYC.)

In the late 1940's Universal Pictures
merged with International Pictures to
become (what else?) Universal-
International. In doing so they brought an
assembly-line process to their music scor-
ing. All of U-I's films had a credit reading
"Music Supervision by Joseph
Gershenson;" Gershenson never wrote a

note of music, he was a conductor and
department head who made assignments
to a staff that included hans J. Salter (who
contributed to most of Universal's fantasy
films of the 1940's), a young Henry
Mancini, and the lesser-known Herman
Stein, Irving Gertz and Heinz Roemheld.

When lower budget films were com-
pleted, Gershenson first went to the stu-
dio's own library of previously-composed
cues to determine what could be re-used.
Then, to further save time, the remaining
sections of the film score were parcelled
out among the staff, none of whom would
receive credit on the film.

What is perhaps most astounding is
that these composers created an identifi-
able "Universal Sound," in which their
contributions are virtually indistinguish-
able rom each other. (There are those,
including the author of Monstrous Movie
Music's "liner notes,"” who claim they can
distinguish between composers; | certain-
ly cannot.) Fans of the U-I science fiction
films of the '50's have long appreciated
the scores for their brassily unafraid over-
the-top dramatics. If music like this is no
longer being written for the movies, it's
because they no longer make movies like
this. Fantasy films may have gone big
budget and (pseudo?) intellectual, but
"Interview with the Vampire" and "Mary
Shelly's Frankenstein" can't even polish
the boots of "Creature from the Black
Lagoon" when it comes to unaomplicated
thrill-packed fun.

With two premiere releases from mon-
strous Movie Music, the scores of these
films are now starting to get their due as
well. The companion CDs include music
from "The Mole People,"” "Them!," "It
Came From outher Space," "It Came
From Beneath The Sea," "Tarantula,” "The
Beast From 20,000 Fathoms," "The
Monolith Monsters." and "Gorgo."

With the exception of "The Mole
People" and "The Monolith Monsters"
(two of U-I's more impoverished produc-
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tions), the music is represented in gener-
ous suites. "Them!" for instance, clocks in
at 27:13, and may even represent the full
score (minus repetitions of cues). And
although U-I may predominate the selec-
tions (as they did, after all, in the produc-
tion of these films), the CDs include
releases from other studios.

It is interesting to compare the instant-
ly recognizable U-I sound with what the
other studios came up with. The Mischa
Bakaleinikoff and David Buttolph suites
(both for Ray Harryhausen giant-beastie-
on-the-loose films), while having some
interesting sections pretty much sound
like re-hashes of the Universal 1940's fan-
tasy scores. (In fairness it should be noted
that Buttolph was given one week (!) to
compose his score. And working under
the notorious Sam Katzman, Bakalienikoff
may well have been under similar dead-
lines.)

Bronislau Kaper's quirky score for
Warners' "Them!" is an intersting re-
thinking of genre requireents as is Angelo
Francesco Lavagnino's score for MGM's
"Gorgo." The latter has always been a
favorite of mine for its lush romantic
qualities and an accordian theme that
would seem more at home in a Lassie film
(well, after all, "Gorgo" is the story of a
boy and his dinosaur...and the dinosaur's
mom, so it's perfectly appropriate).

The key here is that some composers
saw fantasy films as a chance to do some-
thing entirely different. Kaper and
Lavagnino grabbed that opportunity (as
did Max Steiner on "King Kong," Bernard

Haifaween Visi OHS

Enchanfed dreams
Parade before my eyes.
Could if be real,

Or is if all lies?

Mirrored green scales.
Teefh sharp and whife,

crossroads

You need not be on y*nge! to dine in
Heaven...

with

Live Jazz EntertAinmeMt evcrvj ThursfcAVj
*PiAMist evertf FribAVj amP SAturbAVj
*Weekly CvilmAr” SpeciAlties

Whbi| Go ymgwbere Glee?!

Heaven

706 N. Ord Ot
Harrisburg, Pa.
(717) 233-4681

Across Prom the State Museum
Serving dinner Lhursdaq through Saturday
Bpm - 10pm

"See qou in Heaven!"

Herrmann on "Day The Earth Stood Still"
and Dmitri Tiomkin on "The Thing From
Another World" before them).

And the boys at Universal-
International? Well, something tells me
they were just having the time of their
lives.

("Monstrous Movie Music" and "More
Monstrous Movie Music" are available
from (of course) Monstrous Movie Music,
P.O. Box 7088, Burbank, CA 91510-7088.
$37.15 covers the cost of both discs and
p/h. These discs also may not be easy to
find in stores, so cirect ordeing is proba-
bly a good idea. It should also be men-
tioned that the MMM discs come with
incredibly detailed 32 page (!) booklets on
the films, the music and the composers.
The project brings serious scholarship
which nonetheless never loses sight of the

Gbosfly wails,
On Halloween nighf.

Gbosfs, goblins.
Wifcbes black bafs.
What's fbaf screeching?
Sleek ebony cafs.

Horrible faces.
Floaf over my head.
Why, of all places
Next fo mg bed?

Monsters, ghouls
Here nexf fo me...
Please go away!

! have fo pee!

fun, to some undeservedly ignored music
and composers.)

Help Wanted

Looking for motivated individuals
WITH GOOD VERBAL SKILLS TO PROMOTE
DISTRIBUTION AND AD SALES FOR
Crossroad Publications.
Generous commision & a guaran-
teed GREAT LEARNING EXPERIENCE.
Please call 717.221.1220
TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THIS
EXCITING OPPORTUNITY!

Candy and lanferns
Sfacked in fhe corner.
Who's over fhere?

If sure ain'f Jack Horner!

Oh, no! whaf's fhaf?
Creaking fhe sfairs.
Whew! Jusf my mofher.
Brushing her hair.

She furns on fhe light.

Gives me a kiss...

And fhose nasfy old monsfers
Disappear wifh a hiss.

Delphine S. Pillar
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AIDS Community Resource Program
P.O. Box 3116, 963 Biglerville Rd., Gettysburg 17325, 334.8344
., Providing education/prevention, outreach, case management
services and support groups for people living with AIDS,
their family and friends.
Support Group: Every Thursday for People living with HIV/AIDS.
Call for time.

AIDS Resource Alliance, Inc.
416 W. 4th St., Williamsport 17701,322.8448
Living Room: A social gathering every Wednesday for people with
HIV/AIDS, their family and friends. Call for time.
Support Group: Every Thurs. for persons with HIV/AIDS in recovery.
Call for time.
Board Meeting: Every second Thurs. at 7:00 pm (Open to public).

AIDS Project of Centre County
301 S. Allen St., Suite 102, State College 16801,1.800.233.AIDS
Support Group: Tuesdays for people with HIV. Call for time.

Berks AIDS Network
429 Walnut St., P.O. Box 8626, Reading 19603-8626,
610.375.6523
Comprehensive AIDS services and prevention/education.

Community AIDS Network
102 Hartine Science Center, Bloomsburg University,
Bloomsburg 17815-1301

Footprints in Time
P.O. Box 292, Reading 19603, 610.376.1510 and
P.O. Box 1565, Allentown 18105,1.800.889.6148
Housing, supportgroups and referral services available for
HIV-infected individuals.

Franklin Area AIDS Network
P.O. Box 356, Chambersburg 17201, 261.1800
Support Group: Wednesdays at 7:30 pm for persons infected with
and affected by HIV disease and AIDS.
Board Meeting: Every first Thursday (Open to public).
Classroom 1, Chambersburg Hospital, 112 N. Seventh Street,
Chambersburg. Call for time.

Lancaster AIDS Project (LAP)
44 N. Queen St., Lancaster 17603
394.33801 Hotline: 394.9900

Positively HIV
P.O. Box 88, Lemoyne 17043-0888
731.LIVE (5483) email: 9mhite@hivnalive.org
World Wide Web: http://www.hivenalive.org
A support system of choice given hiv-infected individuals with the
opportunity to live with HIV rather than die of AIDS.

Rainbow Home of Berks County
Building 27, Wernersville State Hospital, P.O. Box 300,
Wernersville 19565-0300, 610.678.6172

South Central AIDS Assistance Network (SCAAN)
2-A Kline Village, Suite A, 25th & Market Sts.
Harrisburg 17104, 238AIDS
Board Meeting: Every fourth Mon. at 6:30 pm (Open to public).

Wellspring of Lebanon, Inc.
230 Chestnut Street, Lebanon 17042, 273.8826 FAX: 394.9915
A hospice open to all persons who have HIV disease.
Not limited to Lebanon County.

York Health Extended Social Services (YHESS!)
101 E. Market St., 2d Floor, York 17401, 846.6776

An AIDS social service organization providing case management ser-
vices for infected individuals. Support groups, individual and couple

counseling and educational outreach also provided.

York House Hospice
145 S. Duke St., York 17403, 846.5872

An in-patient home with three beds and one crib for persons dying
from AIDS. Family and patient counseling, palliative medical/nursing

care also offered.

Central Pennsylvania Womyn’s Chorus

P.O. Box 60426, Harrisburg 17106

Harrisburg Men’s Chorus
P.O. Box 3302, Harrisburg 17106, 236.SING (7464)
Mon. at 7 pm at Second UCC, Green & Verbeke Streets
Bingo: Fridays at 9:30 pm at Riverside Hall,
Uptown Shopping Center

Rehearsals:

Lily White & Company
P.O. Box Harrisburg 17110-0703, 232.2918
An entertainment troupe that produces drag shows, as well as
mainstream gay plays, while raising money for HIV/AIDS service
organizations and gay and lesbian groups.
Rehearsals: Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7 p.m. Call for location.

The Phoenix-Ravenwing Company
1130 Church Street, Lebanon 17046-4662, 273.3404
A theatre company presenting bold, provocative plays in full produc-
tions and as staged readings. Frequently presents work of interest to
the gay/lesbian community.

Women’s Theater Guild
P.O. Box 3042, Shiremanstown 17011

~ Bretheran/Mennonite Council for Gay & Lesbian
Concerns of Central PA
6214 Lemon Street, East Petersburg, PA 17520

Chalice Orchard Coven
Contact Phone: 854-8714
Wiccan/neo-Pagan religious group with a gender -and -orientation-
mixed membership which is LesBiGay supportive.

Dignity/Central PA
Box 297, Harrisburg 17110-0297
Gay and lesbian Catholics and friends
Worship Service: Sundays at 5 pm

Potluck Dinner: Sundays at 6 pm

Dignity/USA North Central PA - Lycoming County
94 Kinsey St., Montgomery 17752, 547.1329
A support, worship and social group for gay, nongay & bisexual peo-
ple and friends. Also providing HIV support.
Worship Service: Sundays at 7 pm at the AIDS Resource Building,
507 W. Fourth Street, Williamsport.

Fellowship of Light (Jewish Synagogue)
1820 N. Third Street, Harrisburg 17102

Gay and Lesbain Spiritual Fellowship
Call Dennis at 814.949.5852 for information

Conducted every third Friday at 7 pm, Altoona.

Lutherans Concerned of Central PA
c/lo Messiah Lutheran Church
6th & Forster Streets, Harrisburg 17102,232.4819
Second Sun.: Mtg. for gay and lesbian Lutherans and friends - 7 pm

Mahantongo Sprit Garden (Formerly Christianbrunn Kloister)
R.D. 1, Box 149, Pitman 17964

The only gay cloister in the United States who, as post-Christian

Harmonists, act as one in the Holy Spirit. Work retreats are offered

and visits are welcome to the 63-acre cloister.

Metropolitan Community of the Spirit
P.O. Box 11543, Harrisburg 17108
Church: 2973 Jefferson Strfeet, Harrisburg 17110, 236-7387
Worship Service: Sundays at 10:30 am & 7 pm services.
Call church after October 27th to find
if morning services will continue.
Christian Education Classes: Wednesdays at 7 pm
Every Second Thursday: Lesbigaytrans Parenting Group at 8:30 pm

Unitarian Church of Harrisburg,
Lesbian & Gay Concerns Committee
1280 Clover Lane, Harrisburg 17113, 564-4761
Worship Service: Sundays at 10:30 am

Unitarian Unlversalist Church of Lancaster
538 W. Chestnut St., Lancaster 17603

Unity Center for Spiritual Growth
Unity Church of Harrisburg
4696 Charles Rd., Mechanicsburg 17055, 737-8875
A church that honors the diversity of each individual and creates a
space for exploring personal spirituality.
Worship Services: Sundays at 9 and 11 am

Vision of Hope Metropolitan Church of the Spirit
130 E. Main St., Mountville 17554, 285-9070
Worship Services: Sundays at 10:30 am and 7 pm

Social and bookstore follow services.

Harrisburg Area Women’s Night Out
Call Lavender Letter at 732-8010 for more information.

Lancaster Area Ladies Night Out
392-0441

Lancaster Men’s Cover Dish
304 N. Hoover Ave., New Holland 17557
For information, send request with $2 for postage and handling.

Pennsmen
P.O. Box 401, Harrisburg 17108

Susquehanna Club
P.O. Box 10122, Lancaster 17605-0122
Camping and hiking for gays & lesbians.

Susquehanna Valley Bears
P.O. Box 8523, Lancaster 17604

Volleyball
Salvation Army Gym, Penn & Cumberland Sts., Harrisburg 17102
Every Tuesday and Friday.

York Area Single Women's Potluck
R.D. 1, Box 13588, Zeigler's Church Rd.,
Spring Grove 17362, 225.6042
Call Thursday for reservations.

York Area Women’s Potluck

825 S. Newberry St., York 17403, 848.9142

Gay and Lesbian Switchboard of Harrisburg
P.O. Box 872, Harrisburg 17108, 234.0328, (M - F 6-10 pm)
Board Meeting: Every third Thursday at 7 p.m. at
1514 N. Second Street, Harrisburg.

Gay and Lesbian Switchboard of North Central PA
Box 2510, Williamsport 17703, 327.1411 (M - F 6-9 pm)
Meeting: Held every Wednesday at 6 pm for new and
current volunteers. Call Rick at 322.1786 for information.

Gay and Lesbian Switchboard of State College
P.O. Box 805, State College 16801, 814.237.1950 (6-9 pm)

Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual Helpline
c/o Family and Children Service, 2022 Broad Avenue,

Altoona 16601, 814.944.3583

Lancaster Gay & Lesbian Helpline
20 Toll Gate Station, Box 14, Lancaster 17601,397.0691,
(Su, W, Th 6-10 pm)

Allies/Dickinson
Dickinson College, Carlisle 17013-2896

Allies/Millersville
P.O. Box 134, Millersville University, Millersville 17551

Allies/Franklin & Marshall
P.O. Box 3220, Lancaster 17604-6192

BLGLASS & SDAC
Box 58, Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove 17870, 372.4302

Bi, Gay & Lesbian Youth Association of Harrisburg

(Bi-GLYAH)

c/o GLSH, P.O. Box 872, Harrisburg 17108,234.0328

Foryouth 14-25.
Meeting: Every first and third Friday at 1514 N. Second Street.
(Use side entrance.)
Center for Counseling and Human Development
Ben Franklin Hall, Room 17, Bloomsburg Univ., Bloomsburg 17815,

389.4255
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Free Spirit
Kerr Union, Box 113, Bloomsburg University, Bloomsburg 17815
Social group for lesbians, gays and bisexuals on and off campus.
Meeting: Every Tuesday at 7 pm at Alumni House

GALA
P.O. Box 3220, Lancaster 17604-3220,399.6192

Gay & Lesbian Youth Group
Meeting: Every Other Wednesday at 7:30 pm at UU Church, 416
Franklin Avenue, Reading.

Gettysburg College Lambda Alliance
Gettysburg College, Gettysburg 17325, 372.4302

Kutztown Women’s Center
Room 138, Old Main, Kutztown 19530

Kutztown University Lesbian, Gay, Bi Support Group
Call 610.683.4655

Lesbian/Gay/Bi Concerns Office
Bucknell University, Box A-252, Lewisburg 17837, 524.1609

LGBSL, Office of Human and Cultural Diversity
Box 213, Woolridge Hall, Lock Haven University, Lock Haven 17745,
893.2154

Matrix
Franklin & Marshall College, C-2373, Box 3003,
Lancaster 17604-3220, 399.6192

MOIRA
Lesbian, gay, biyouth in York.
Meeting: First Monday and third Tuesday.
Call 854.6613, 292.5368 or 244.5264 for more information.

Office of the Chaplain
Bucknell University, Lewisburg 17837

Penn State Lesbian/Bisexual/Gay Student Alliance
310 Hetzel Union Bldg., University Park 16802,814.865.3327
Meeting: Monday at 6 p.m. held in the
Paul Robeson Cultural Center.

Pink Triangle of HACC
Student Activities Office, HACC, 1 HACC Drive,
Harrisburg 17110, 238.5833
Meeting: Every Monday at 3:00 p.m. for HACC students and faculty
only. Held at Whitaker Hall Room 107.
Call 780.2526 for more information.

Shippensburg University Counseling Center
Wright Hall, Shippensburg University, Shippensburg 17257,
532.1481

SMYLE (Sexual Minority Youth of Lancaster and Environs)
656.4152

Berks Gay & Lesbian Alliance
P.O. Box 417, Reading 19603, 610.775.0214

Business Association of Gays and Lesbians (BAGAL)
P.O. Box 135, Harrisburg 17108-0135

Dialogue
P.O. Box 297, Harrisburg 17108-0297, 561.8689
Discussion Group: For lesbians and gays held every first and third
Monday at 7:30 pm at 1514 N. Second Street.
(Enter through side door.)

Gay and Lesbian Community Awareness Council of Central PA
200 North St., Harrisburg 17101,234.2250

Gay/Lesbian/Bi/Transgendered / Friends (AA State College)
Meeting: Sundays at Centre Region Senior Citizen Center,
120 S. Fraser Street, State College

Gay/Lesbian Organization Reading / Allentown (GLORA)
P.O. Box 1952, Allentown 18105

Interweave
c/o Unitarian Universalist Church, 538 W. Chestnut St.,
Lancaster 17603, 393.1733

Lambda AA 1 Harrisburg
c/o GLSH, P.O. Box 872, Harrisburg 17108, 234.0328
Meeting: Every Monday at 7:30 pm and Fridays at 8:30 pm at
Friends Meeting House, Sixth & Herr Streets.

Lambda AA / Chambersburg
Meeting: Every Tuesday at 8 pm at 240 N. Seventh Street.
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Lambda AA 1 Lancaster

Meeting: Every Tuesday at 8 pm at Friends Meeting House.

Lambda AA / York
Meeting: Every Thursday and Friday.
Call 292.1665 for time and location.

Lambda Alive
Box 4313, Reading 19606

Lancaster Lambda
Box 8283, Lancaster 17604-8283

Lancaster Pink Triangle Coalition
Box 176, Lancaster 17608-0176, 393.2883 1 392.2729
Meeting: Every fourth Tuesday at 7 pm at Lancaster AIDS Project,

44 N. Queen Street.

Lavender Letter
Box 60184, Harrisburg 17106, 732.8010
A newsletter by and for women.

Lehigh Valley Homophile Organization
P.O. Box 1633, Allentown 18105

Live and Let Live Gays in AA
Meeting: Wednesdays at 8 pm at St. Mary's Episcopal Church, Front
& Windsor Streets (Entrance rear of the church.), Reading.

Names Project AIDS Memorial Quilt
1906 North Second Street, Harrisburg 17102, 234.0629

Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays/Central Susquehanna
Call Candy at 742.9530.
Meeting: Every fourth Monday at 7 pm at Faith Lutheran Church,
Rte. 45 (near Brookpark Farm), Lewisburg.

Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays/Harrisburg
3641 Brookridge Terrace, Apt. 201, Harrisburg 17109, 657.1712
Meeting: Every third Monday at 7 pm at Tressler Lutheran Services,
960 Century Drive, Mechanicsburg.

Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays/Lancaster Red Rose
Unitarian Universalist Church, 538 W. Chestnut St.,
Lancaster, 393.1733
Meetings: Every fourth Sunday at 2:30 pm

Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays/York
Call 843.3793 or 846.3271 for more information.
1050 Penn Ave. (Lutheran Social Services).
Meeting: Every first Tuesday at 7:30 pm

PA Justice Campaign for Lesbian and Gay Rights
200 North St., Harrisburg 17101, 234.7273123A22W)

Pink Triangle Coalition
P.O. Box 176, Lancaster, PA 17608-0176

Pride Festival of Central PA
P.O. Box 5065, Harrisburg 17110, 221.1220

REACH (Recreationally & Educationally Active Community Heroes)
P.O. Box 184, Scranton 18501
A community of lesbians, gay men & friends sharing through social
and recreational activities.

Renaissance Education Association/LSV
Box 2122, Harrisburg 17105-2122, 780.1LSV
A non-profit support organization for transvestites, homosexuals and
others interested in transgender issues.
Meeting: Every first Saturday.

Susquehanna Lambda
P.O. Box 2510, Williamsport 17703, 327.1411
Meeting: Every second Sunday at 6 pm at the AIDS Resource
Alliance Office, 507 W. Fourth Street.

York Area Lambda
P.O. Box 2425, York 17405-2425, 846.9636

Send revisions and additions for Resources to
CPI
c/o P.O. Box 5744
Harrisburg, PA 17110-0744

October

4 Sweet Honey in the Rock

Concert to benefit the Pennsylvania Coalition Against
Domestic Violence. The Forum, Fifth & Walnut Streets,
Harrisburg. 8 pm. Tickets $10 (general), $15 & $25
(reserved) Call 800.932.4632 for more info.

6 Her Story Women’s Bookstore

Book Signing: Candace Gingrich’'s The Accidental
Activist. 2 W. Market St., Hallam. 3:00 pm. Call
717.757.4270 for more information.

7 Phoenix-Ravenwing Company

Staged reading: Larry Atlas’ Total Abandon.
Mulberry Art Studios, 21 N. Mulberry St., Lancaster.
Admission: Free-will donation. 8:00 pm.

11 -13 The NAMES Project

Display of the AIDS Memorial Quilt on the National Mall in
Washington, D.C. Call The NAMES Project Susquehanna
Valley Chapter at 234.0629 for more information.

14 Phoenix-Ravenwing Company

Staged reading: Lee Blessing's Independence.
Mulberry Art Studios, 21 N. Mulberry St., Lancaster.
8:00 pm. Admission: Free-will donation.

18 Unitarian Church of Harrisburg

Movie: Priest - “A provocative and powerful story of a
priest's struggle for sexual identity while battling religious
hypocrosy.” - Time 7:30.1280 Clover Lane, Harrisburg
Admission: Free-will donation.

19 Haunted Halloween Road Rally at B-TLS.
Call 939.1123 for details.

19 Central Pennsylvania Womyn’s Chorus
Concert: Silent No More! 8:00 pm. Call 469.1377 for
location.

20 MCC of Pnhiladelphia
AIDS Memorial Service, First Unitarian Church,
2125 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 215.563.6601

25 BAGAL
Halloween Party at Willliam Howard Day Cemetery.

27 Lancaster AIDS Project
Arts Against AIDS Auction at the Lancaster Host Resort.
5:00 pm.

27 Central Pennsylvania Womyn’s Chorus/
Harrisburg Men’s Chorus

All You Can Eat Spaghetti Dinner. Paper Moon
Restaurant, 272 North Street, Harrisburg. 5:00 pm. $

28 Phoenix-Ravenwing Company

Staged reading: A. R. Gurney’'s The Fourth Wall.
Mulberry Art Studios, 21 N. Mulberry St., Lancaster.
Admission: Free-will donation. 8 pm.

November

2 Wellspring Hospice

Red Ribbon Champagne Luncheon & Fashion Show.
Lantern Lodge Motor Inn, Myerstown -10:30 am 1 ?.

Call Cindy Matthew at 273.2468 or Kaj Skov at the Lodge
at 866-6536 to reserve a place at lunch. $20.00 per per-
son. Make checks and send to Wellspring, 230 Chestnut
Street, Lebanon 17042.

9 FAB‘96

A black tie optional benefit for the Gay & Lesbian
Switchboard of Harrisburg and Pride Festival of Central
Pennsylvania. Rev. Barry Stopfel featured speaker.
Rillo’s Ballroom, Mechanicsburg 1 7:00 pm.



Community Calendar cont.

PreFAB '96 champagne reception at 6 pm,
Call 236.8241 or crossroadsal 221.1220 for more info.

13-16, 21-23 Phoenix-Ravenwing Company
Play: Edward Albee’'s Three Tall Women

Mulberry Art Studios, 21 N. Mulberry St., Lancaster.
Admission: $10.00.

Opening Night: Pay-what-you-can night

15 Unitarian Church of Harrisburg

Movie: Go Fish “Lesbian characters riffle the deck
looking for a partner of the same suit. A girl meets girl
giggle fest.” - Time 7:30 pm. Admission: Free-will dona-
tion. 1280 Clover Lane, Harrisburg

16 MCC of the Spirit

Greater Tuna Show. Dinner at 6:30 pm with Show at
7:30.2973 Jefferson Street, Harrisburg. 7:00 pm.
Call 236.7387 for tickets.

27 MCC of the Spirit
Thanksgiving Service. 2973 Jefferson Street, Harrisburg.
7:00 pm.

December

13 Lily White & Company

Annua/ Christmas Show atB-TLS.

Proceeds benefit the Lily White Patient Relief Fund.
8:00 pm. Call 939.1123 for more info.

14 Harrisburg Men’s Chorus

Concert: Winter Cabaret with special guest stars The
Flirtations. Harrisburg Community Theatre, 6th &
Hurlock Sts. 8:00 pm. Tickets: $20, $18 & $15. Call
717.236.7464 for more information.

24 MCC of the Spirit
Christmas Eve Service. 2973 Jefferson Street,
Harrisburg. Call 236.7387 for time.

Ladies - We Need You!

Looking for individuals who enjoy sharing their
talents with the community. If this applies, contact
The Women's Theater Guild at 737.7104.

Miss Lily Wants You!
Another season, another show.
Join in the fun that has raised over $80,000
for local AIDS and gay/lesbian organizations.
Call Paul Foltz at 232.2918 for rehearsal times
and other volunteer possibilities.

Support Your Local
Gay/Lesbian/Transgender
Organization
Men and women in the area are giving their
time and energies to improving the quality of
life. How about you? crossroads supports
their work and asks that you get involved.
Check out Resources and give them a call.
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Harrisburg

B-TLS
Tli - Sat. 7 pm - 2 am
891 Eisenhower Blvd. 939.1123

Neptune Lounge
M - Sat. 4 pm -2 am Sun. 2 pm - 2 am
268 North Street 233.3078
Stallions
4 pm -2 am 7 days a week.
706 N 3rd St. Rear 232.3060
Strawberry Cafe
M - Sat. 2 pm - 2 am Closed on Sundays.
704 N 3rd St. 234.4228

Lancaster

The Gallery Lounge
Tues - Thurs & Sun 9 pm - 2am, Fri & Sat5 pm - 2 am
10 S. Prince Street 299-3456
Tally Ho
M-Sa6 pm-2am, Sun. 8 pm -2 am
201W Orange St. Lancaster 299.0661

Reading

Chances Are
F & Sat. only 8 pm - 2 am
935 South St. (below Adams Apple) 610.373.7929
Nostalgia
M-Th 9 am-11 pm F& Sa'til 2 am
1101 N 9th St.  610.372.5557
Red Star
Tues. 8 pm - 2 am, W-Sun 5 pm - 2 am
Closed Mon. 11 S 10th St. 610.375.4116
Scarab
M-Sat 8 pm - 2 am  Closed Sun.
724 Franklin St. 610.375.7878

Scranton
Silhouette Lounge
M-Sat. 10 am - 2 am  Closed Sun.
523 Linden St. 344.4259

Advertisement

State College

Chumley’s
M-Sat. 4 pm - 2 am Sun. 6 pm - 2 am
108 W College St. 818.238.4446
Players
Gay Sunday only 9 pm -2 am
112 W College St. 818.234.1031

Wilkes-Barre

Rumors Lounge
W -Sun. 5 pm -2am, M & Tues. 8 pm - 2 am 315 Fox Ridge
Plaza 825.7300
Selections
M-Sat. 7 pm - 2 am Closed Sundays
45 Public Square 829-4444

Williamsport

Peachie’s Court
Mon. - Sat. 9 am - 2 am Sun. 11 am-2 am
320 Court St 326.3611
The Rainbow Room
1 pm -2 am Closed Sunday
761 W 4th St 320.0230

York

Altland’s Ranch
Fri & Sat. only 8 pm - 2 am
RD 4 Spring Grove 777.4479
14 Karat
M-Sat. 7 pm - 2 am Closed Sunday
DJ Fri. & Alternate Sat.
659 W. Market St 843.9159

Washington, D.C.

The Circle Tavern, Terrace,
Underground & Playroom
1629 Connecticut Ave. N.W.
Located in D.C.'s DuPont Circle
202.462.5575
Tell us crossroads sentyou!

The Metropolitan Community Church of the Spirit Is announcing a major fund raising
effort which will commence in early November. Members and friends will be selling 1997
LOTTERY CALENDARS. Each calendar will bear a number 000 - 999. Cash prizes will be
awarded each day based on the PA Daily Number. What a great way to give a holiday
gift that will last the entire year. Cost is $20.00. Daily prizes will be listed on the calendar
and will range from $20.00 to $100.00 per day. What a great stocking stuffer!

Travel Agents International
MJ Mall « Carlisle, PA 17013
Contact Ken Brown « 245.0828 « 697.6917

Trindle Travel
Thefirst stop in any well planned trip.
4840 E. Trindle Road | Mechanicsburg, PA
737.1742 « 1.800.243.7769 « Fax 975.5503

Zeller Travel / Brownstown
Ephrata, PA « 800.331.4359
A Full Service Travel Agency
Contact - Terry Bigler, CTC

It Pays to Advertise with
crossroads.

Display ad and classified spaces available.
Call us for an advertising packet.
Target Your Market!

Bus Trip to Quilt Display
in Washington, D.C.

Contact
Barry Snyder
Susquehanna Valley Chapter
234-0629
Two seperate trips: October 12 & 13
$22.00 per trip.

crossroads



Beautiful 2 story apt
Newly decorated « modern kitchen < all appli-
ances incl w/d « wood floors « window treat-
ments ¢ Ig LR & DR, BR, Den « Ig 2nd fl porch
storage « 1700 block of Green Street, Hbg.
$625+utilities » Available 11/1/96 « 236-2253

Four BR, | Bath Townhouse in

Uptown Harrisburg (Logan St.)
Large walk-in closet + washer/dryer hookup.
$550/month + utilities and security dep.
Credit ref. Principals only. Available mid-Nov.
Call 236.1948

Artworks - ItsArt You Can Wear!
4379 N. Sixth Street Harrisburg, PA 17110
238.5087 Fax 238.8404
Open Studio Tuesdays 2 pm - 7 pm
& By Appointment

Carlo J. DiTonno, Architect
776.6502
Residential/Commercial/Institutional
New Construction/Additions/Interiors

Computerized - Providing a computer that meets
your needs

Accounting - Business account packagesfor everyone

Solutions - One-to-one or group training on

computer packages
CAS, Inc. » 774.5888 « Speak to Betty

““DJ Heidi” Entertainment Co., Inc.

Providing disc jockey-karoake services
for all occasions
234.4211

Faulkner Honda - A Car Ahead
Keith M. Rasnake ¢ Sales Representative
232.8800 « Fax 238.6832
2020 Paxton Street « Harrisburg, PA 17111

Gifts, Cards, Video Rentals
Colt Calendars are here!
Bare Wall Gallery

712 Green St., Harrisburg « 236-8504

Her Story Women’s Bookstore
By, for & about Women
Open 7 days. 2 W. Market Street
Hallam « York County, PA ¢ 757-4270

LAMMAS - Women's Books & More
D.C.’s Leshian Connection for Books,
Magazines, Jewelry, Videos, Toys, etc.
1426 21st St., N.W. (DuPont Circle area)
(202)775.8218 « Mail order » 1.800.955.2662

crossroads

lee-ah graphics
Specializing in Newsletters, Flyers & Print ads
Leah Gazzana < Dallastown, PA
246.7975

PC Strategies
Experienced professional business and
home computer upgrade, training and software
installation, Internet consulting and
World Wide Web page design.
Call 230.8437 « PCS@prolog.net

Q-Net 774.9427
Unlimited Internet access
for businesses & individuals
Web Page Housing & Design
Internet « The key to a world of knowledge

Rainbow Bouquet
Business cards, letterhead, fliers
Just to mention a few
469.0035

Robert’s Flowers
Fresh Cut & Dried Flowers & Silk Plants
404 N. Second Street « Harrisburg, PA 17101
232.5401

California Cafe
Serving Lunch 11-2 & Dinner 5-9 Tues - Sat
52 W. Pomfret Street Carlisle, PA 17013
249.2028

Heaven Restaurant
Th - Sat5 pm - 10 pm & Sun 11 am - 3 pm
706 N. Third Street » Harrisburg « 233.4681

Loft Restaurant
Lunch Mon - Fri and Dinner Mon - Sat
201 W Orange St. « Lancaster » 299.0661

New York, New York Deli
Mon - Fri 11 am - 2 pm
706 N. Third Street « Harrisburg « 236.7554

Paper Moon Restaurant
Tues - Thurs 5 -9 pm Fri & Sat 6 - 11 pm
Sun 11:30 am - 3 pm
272 North Street « Harrisburg  233.0581

What If Cafe
A Special Place For Special People
Serving Vegetarian and Non-Vegetarian Entrees
Lunch and Dinner Mon - Sat
3424 N. Sixth Street » 238.1155

Savory Cafe
Woman-owned and operated.
Great food, coffee, art, live music.
7071 Carroll Ave. « Takoma Park, MD 20912
301.270.2233

Sharp Jewelers
Custom design is our specialty.
Handcrafted jewelry gallery
Jude Sharp & Sue Martin owners
21 W. King Street « Lancaster, PA ¢ 291.1611

Wray’s Roofing & Remodeling
Specializing in Rubber Roofing
22 Years Experience « FREE ESTIMATES
Call Ted Wray » 236.2830

Freddie Cadmus
Certified Massage Therapist
Swedish Massage, Polarity, Reflexology,
Shiatsu, Sports Medicine
Gift Certificates» 238.1060

Free HIV, CD4 Testing
PA Department of Health
Rick Schulze > Williamsport ' 327.3400
Judy Polites «' Danville » 275.7092

Kathleen Heilig
Certified Massage Therapist
Reiki Practioner« Gift Certificates Available
Call now for an hour of relaxation » 230.4481

Hospice of Central Pa
Compassionate, Professional Care
Providing Quality Service for 18 Years
For more information call 732.1000

Audrey J. Myers, M.S.
Member! American Counseling Association
For those who want more out oflife
Sliding Fee Schedule « 761.7696

Rick Schulze, D.Ed., CHES
Counselor-Coming Out,
Compulsive Overeating Sex Addictions
Williamsport, PA » 322.1786

Latisha K. Frederick, Esq.
Attorney & Counselor At Law
Estate Planning & Administration,
Divorce & Custody, Real Estate,
General Civil Litigation
236.8241

Austin F. Grogan, Esq.
Domestic/Family & Criminal Law
Evening & Weekend Appointments Available
Camp Hill « 737.1956

David Haller, Esq.

Taxes, Estate Planning
1 East Penn Street « Cleona ¢ 273.8946
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Nscarole Soup

We begin by preparing the Escarole soup.
This is a long, green leafy vegetable withfrilled
leves available in any grocery store that makes
a wonderfully light, easy to prepare soup to
stimulate the appetite.

1 head of escarole

1/4 cup of wafer

1 1/2 quarts of chicken stock

2 eggs

1/4 cup freshly grated Parmesan cheese
Salt and freshly ground black pepper

1. cut out the center core of the escarole and discord. Rinse the escarole leaves in several
changes of cold water and drain. Place the leaves in a large saucepan and odd the water.

Cover closely and cook until the escarole is tender, thirty minutes or longer. Drain and let cool,

then press with the hands to remove excess moisture. Chop the escarole and set aside.

2. Bring the chicken stock to a boil and add the escarole. Beat the eggs well and beat in the
cheese. Gradually add the egg mixture to the soup, stirring with each addition. When all has

been added, add salt and pepper to taste and continue simmering about fifteen minutes. Serve

in hot soup bowls.

sQ recchiette With Sausage
and broccoli Rabe

The combination ofJulienned carrots, zucchini, onions and broc-
coli rabe (the tender tips ofltalian broccoli with some of the green
leaf) make this a healthy, quick meal that can be prepared in about
twenty minutes. The hot Italian sausage gives this dish a little bite.
For those ofyou who prefer a milder taste, sweet Italian sausage
may be substituted.

1 Ib orecchietfe pasta
1/3 cup of olive oil
2 medium onions, diced
1/2 Ib bulk hot Italian sausage
1 Ib broccoli rabe
(Italian broccoli, or use kale or Swiss chard), chopped
2 large cloves garlic, minced
1/2 Ib carrots, peeled, julienned
2 small zucchini, julienned
1/2 tsp each salt and pepper
1/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese

Cook pasta until just tender. In skillet, heat oil over medium-high heat. Add onions and sausage;
cook breaking up sausage with spoon, 8 minutes or until sausage browns. Stir 1 cup pasta cooking
water into onion mixture; add broccoli rabe and garlic. Cover; cook 4 minutes. Add carrots, zucchini,
salt and pepper; toss well lo mix. Cover; over high heat, cook mixture 2 minutes. Drain pasta; place

in bowl. Add onion mixture; toss. Pass the Pormesan please!
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For the heartier appetite or more ambitious cook the Italian
dumplings in broth with cheese is sure to please your guests. This
takes a little longer to prepare, but well worth the wait.

2 cups sifted all-purpose flour, approx..

3 eggs, lightly beaten

1/2 Ib of lean pork

1/2 cup diced mortadella (Italian sausage)
1/2 cup diced, cooked breast of turkey

2 tbs of buffer

1 3/4 cups freshly grated Parmesan cheese
2 egg yolks, lightly beaten

Salt and freshly ground pepper to taste
Nutmeg to taste

1/2 tsp grated lemon rind

8 to 10 cups of chicken or beef stock, your preference.

1. Place one and three-quarters cups of the flour in a mixing bowl and make a well in the
center. Add the eggs and blend quickly to make a dough, adding a little more flour as neces-

sary to make a soft ball.

2. Tum the dough out onto a lightly floured board and knead until smooth, always keeping
the board lightly floured.

3. Divide the dough in half and shape each half into a ball. Place in a small, lightly floured
bowl and keep covered until ready to roll out.

4. To make the filling, grind together the pork, mortadella and the turkey. Melt the butter in
a skillet and odd the ground meat mixture. Cook, stirring, until the meats lose their raw color.

5. Remove from the fire and cool briefly. Fold in three-quarters cup of the grated Parmesan
cheese, egg yolks, salt, pepper, nutmeg, and grated rind.

6. Roll out one ball of dough at a time into a square on a floured board. Cut the dough into
two-inch squares. Place o little of the filling in the center of a square and fold the square
over to make triangle. Seal the edges with the fingers. Twist the points of the around and
press them lightly to seal.

7. Bring the stock to a boil and add the cappelletti, or dumplings. Simmer about ten minutes.
Serve the dumplings in the broth, with the remaining cheese on the side.

Makes 6 to 8 servings



Imond /Imaretto
~yvCheesecake

For a sinful, but delicious alternative to the lemon pastry | give
you the Almond Amaretto Cheesecake. This is notfor the calorie
faint at heart, however there is a lowfat uersion available.

Crust

1/4 cup sugar

1/4 cup almonds, toasted

1 cup unsifted all-purpose flour
Pinch of salt

1/2 cup unsalted butter

1 large egg yolk

1/4 tsp almond extract

Filling

5 pkg (8 oz. size) cream cheese, softened
1 2/3 cup sugar

2 tsp grated lemon

5 large eggs plus 2 yolks

114 cup of heavy cream

3 tbsp Italian amaretto liqueur

1 tbsp all-purpose flour

Strawberries for garnish

MAKE CRUST:
almonds until nuts are finely ground. Add flour and salt; pulse to blend. Cut up butter into bits; odd

Lightly greas 9-in. springform pan. In food processor, process sugar and

to flour mixture. Pulse until mixture resembles coarse crumbs. Add egg yolk and almon extract;
pulse just until dough holds together. Press dough into prepared pan to line bottm and 2 in. up
sides.

Refrigerate 1 hour.

Preheat oven to 400 degress Farenheit. Bake crust 8 minutes or just until golden. Plase on

wire rock; let stand until cool.

£ Kitto Dolce

Lemon brightens the palate, so this chilled lemon pastry
makes a perfectfinishfor our meal in Italy.

5 tbs sweet butter
1 1/2 cups milk
1 1/2 cups water
Pinch of salt
3 tbs granulated sugar
1/2 cup farina

3 eggs
1 tsp grated lemon rind
3/4 cup fine dry bread
crumbs
Confectioners' sugar
Lemon slices

1. Combine one tablespoon of butter, the milk, water, salt, and sugar in a saucepan and bring to
boil. Gradually add the farina, stirring constantly. Simmer, stirring occasionally, for about fifteen

minutes. Remove from the heat and beat in one of the eggs and the lemon rind.

2. Spread the mixture onto a greased cookie sheet. The mixture should be about one-quarter inch
thick. Cool overnight, then cut into rectangle (IxI 1/2 inches).

3. Beat the remaining eggs. Dip each rectangle into the beaten eggs, then into the bread crumbs.
4. heat the remaining butter and fry the pieces, several at a time, until they are golden brown
on all sides.

5. Sprinkle with confectioners’ sugar and garnish with lemon slices. May be served as an appetiz-

er.
Makes about 24 pastries.

MAKE FILLING:

light and fluffy. Gradually beat in sugar; beat three minutes or until mixture is blended and

In large bowl, with electric mixer at medium speed, beat cream cheese until

smooth. Beat in grated lemon. At medium speed, beat in eggs and yolks, one at a time, beating
just until blended after each addition.

At low speed, beat in heavy cream and liqueur. Beat in flour just until blended. Increase oven
temperature to 500 degrees Farenheit. Pour filling into cooled crust in the pan. Bake 12 minutes.

Reduce oven temperature to 200 degrees Farenheit. Bake cheesecake 1 hour longer, covering
loosely with foil if top browns too quickly. Turn off oven; let cheesecake remain on rack for 30
minutes with oven door propped ajar with wooden spoon. Place cake on cooling rock. Let stand
until room temperature. Cover; chill 6 hours or overnight.

To serve, run a knife around edges of pan to loosen cake. Remove pan sides. Place cake on
serving dish. Garnish with berries. Before cutting each slice, dip knife in cold water.

For that pastry shop finish brush top of coke and strawberries with a melted jelly glaze. For
another finish, pipe ribbon of whipped cream stars along top edge.

Sprinkle shaved chocolate on the whipped cream; drizzle top of cake with thin wavy line.

Dear readers:

Please write in or call and tell me where you would like to

go on your next culinary journey. Jamaica, France, Poland,
Russia or perhaps something closer to home, like New Orleans.
Bon appetit.
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If you are serving
more than one type
of wine during a sin-
gle meal, white wine
is served before red,
young wine before
old and dry wine
before sweet. When
entertaining and the
meal includes fish
and beef, the fish is
best suited to dry
white wine and
should proceed from
the lightest fare to the
richer dishes. If a fine old wine were fol-
lowed by a young wine, the latter would
suffer by contrast.

The wine basket is used as a cradle
for fine old wines and is placed in this
basket to prevent jostling and disturbing
the deposits at the bottom. Opening a
bottle of wine in a wine basket requires
some skill and probably shouldn't be
attempted by the amateur. Most people
today drink young wines and do not
have wine cellars. For these wines the
only purpose a wine basket serves is a
decorative one.

A fine old wine should properly be
decanted, to decant, the wine should
be poured while lying on its side into a
decanter. But this procedure requires
some skill and practice and may be an
expensive learning process. You may
place the bottle upright for at least
twenty-four hours and serve the wine
taking care that the bottle is not joggled
stirring up the dregs. The host purs a
small amount of wine into his own glass
and samples it, if there are small bits of
cork in the bottle this prevents your
guest receiving it. This also provides the
host the opportunity to note whether the
wine is spoiled, Fine red wines should be
uncorked from thirty minutes to an hour
before serving, this permits the wine to
breathe and gives depth to the flavor.

For an amateur choosing wine can
be risky business, the best method is to
find a reputable wine merchant and
seek his advice. Other than that, choose
wines that please your palate and
explore. One rule of thumb is that fine
wine does not come in gallon jugs.

Wine Temperature. White wine should be
chilled in a wine bucket with ice and
kept chilled throughout the meal. The
same for rose. Dry red wines are served
at a temperature slightly cooler than
room temperature. In hot climates, how-
ever, they may be served at room tem-
perature.

Champages should be served well
chilled in a wine bucket with ice. The
ideal temperature for serving wines are:

crossroads

Dry white wine: 47 to 54 degrees
Sweet white wine: 44 to 47 degrees
Young dry red wine wine: 54 to 60
degrees

Old red wine: 59 to 65 degrees
Champagnes: 43 to 45 degrees

There is nothing that complements food
better than wine. For most people the
broad generalization "White wine with
white meat and red wine with red meat:
is the rule. This is not always the correct
choice, particularly in the Italian tradi-
tion where the choice of wine may
depend on a sauce. If the sauce is a
hearty tomato concoction in the South
italian tradition, an Italian red wine is
thoroughly appropriate whether the
sauce is served on chicken, veal or sim-
ply boiled spaghetti, Dry white wines are
best suited to all fish and seafood, to
pork and sweetbreads. Sweet white
wines to desserts. Red wine is appropri-
ate with pates, beef, lamb, mutton,
game and pasta dishes. Chicken, turkey,
other poultry and veal are suited to
either red or white wines excpet when
the poultry or veal is served In cream
sauces, then it is served with dry white
wine. Rose wines can be served with
almost any dish, but complements cold
meat platters, curries and aspics best.

A dry champagne is the one drink
that complements all foods and may be
served before, during and after a meal.

Wine Glasses. There was a time when it
was considerred proper to have a differ-
ent glass for each wine type, this is not
necessary. There still are three types of
glasses for champagne alone, the flute,
the coupe and the tulip. The tulip is best
suited to the drink since the uper part of
the glass tapes inward and this is said to
help retain the sparkle in the liquid. A
good all-purpose wine glass should have
a long stem, a large bowl and the rim
should be tapered inward. It should be
crystal clear and the glass as thin as pos-
sible. This glass is suitable for still wines,
sparkling wines and fortified wines such
as sherry, port and for brandies. X

Facing Jesus
Continued From Page 31

team? Insanity? Of course they'd plead
insanity. What other defense was avail-
able for such a monster?

Andersen sat back in his chair, his
thin lips a knotted thread of exaspera-
tion. "John, we make doors."

"So what." Oakley found himself
sighing, he turned away, leaving one
hand resting upon his desk knuckled
into a fist. Los Angeles was how many
thousands of miles away? And Janick
and Sons manufactured doors, and sold
them, sometimes to California. Business
was business, deals were made and
Marketing made the deals. Lately
Marketing hadn't been doing the job he
thought they should be doing, selling
more doors, more cabinets, more win-
dows. But still... He walked to the win-
dow and lifted the curtain to look out on
the parking lot. Four cars. Employees
parked in the rear of the building so he
knew they belonged to paying cus-
tomers. While Janick and Sons did most
of their business wholesale, they kept a
retail window open. Anything they sold
from their showroom added up to higher
revenue, no shipping, no middle man
gouging out a share of the profit. More
money was made, even with the dis-
count. And mostly they bought cabinets.
Doors were shipped to wherever
Marketing sold them, sometimes to New
York, sometimes to New Mexico and
sometimes even to California.

But that meant nothing. Andersen
was slipping on the pure ice of specula-
tion. And even if, perhaps, one of their
doors happened to be on
Jesus Alizondo's bedroom, so what?
Some other company provided the paint
for his bedroom. Some company the car-
pet. And what about the refrigerator?
And the stove? Was some minor execu-
tive at General Electric racked with guilt
because some murdering pervert had
cooked on one of his stoves? Life has its
ironies. Life has its chances. If every car
dealer worried his next sale might crash,
what kind of salesman would he be?
"For God's sake, we sell doors,
Andersen. We sell doors and windows
and cabinets and ship them to as many
states as we can. It's our business."

"And Alizondo claims God told him
to...he was asked to make little sacrifices
of love."

Oakley turned back to the window,
gripped the sheer, twisted it into a knot
around his fingers. A contour of cotton
pressed into his forehead as he pushed
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his forehead against the glass. Janick and
sons made cabinets, and they made win-
dows, but most of their profit came from
the sale of doors. Some were custom
made, but the majority were wholesale.
They sold front doors and back doors,
closet doors and bedroom doors. Some
were expensive, and some were cheap.
They sold steel doors and wooden doors,
soft wood doors and hard wood doors,
lacquered, painted and stained.

The pressure of Andersen's hand sud-
denly weighed heavily on Oakley's shoul-
der. "Is Nip Rogers still in charge of the
finishing?"

Nip and his family shared the
Oakley's pew every Sunday. Nip was a
deacon in the Church. John made his
morning rounds knowing Nip would be
busy supervising the five men under him.
And every morning Nip quoted the word
of God. "He's been with us for years, "
Oakley murmured. The calmness of his
voice betraying nothing. Yet guilt stole
into his heart braiding fearful concern
into his awareness. "Nip's religious," he
added softly.

"And God is good." Andersen sighed
so hard his belly rose and shifted.
Reaching back he found the arm of his
chair and managed to get himself seated.
"And is he still doing this?"

Oakley didn't need to see Andersen's
pointing finger. Nip Rogers had personal-
ly stained his office door twenty years
earlier, when Janick and Sons had first
moved into its new factory. His hopes of
seeing this month's P & L dropped and
shattered on the floor like an empty dish.
Alizondo's defense wanted the door to
his bedroom. Damn! He found his com-
posure weakening, slipping away like
sand in a heavy surf.

Nip liked to celebrate his faith, Oakley
knew this. The man was a rock, loyal,
dependable. Nip Rogers celebrated his
Faith first and his family second and for
him the two were almost synonymous.
What better way was there to celebrate
your belief than by tendering your most
precious possession, your family, your
children, born in the name of your
blessed saviour?

And Nip was in charge of finishing,
making sure his men used just enough
stain to turn white pine into walnut or
fruitwood or cherry. He knew how to
turn the cheapest wood into expensive
doors, teasing out the grain until it almost
glowed. And Oakley knew that some-
times Nip didn't always just squeegee off
the stain. Sometimes he'd trace his fingers
through it, working his faith into the life
of the wood. Sometimes Nip would scribe
the face of his God among the grains of a

tree's age.

It had all seemed so innocent. When
he'd first told his wife about Nip's art-
work she'd squeezed his arm and smiled.
"God works in mysterious ways."

Picking up the USA Today from his
desk, John Oakley looked at the last two
paragraphs, still barely reading them.
Looking past Andersen he found himself
focusing on the door to his office. His
stomach turned and he hated the face he
was looking at. And prayed the face on
Jesus Alizondo's door was not smiling so
benevolently.

After Andersen left he'd have to call
Bill Timmerman and get some legal
advice, just in case this came home to
roost. Could Janick and Son's be sued by
any of the victim's families? Would their
insurance cover any such litigation? And
what if the state got into it? Subliminal
advertising was illegal, was this on the
same par? Reaching for a pencil, he
stopped. It wouldn't do for him to make
any notes, and if he did he'd have to
make sure they were destroyed. And he
had to get Andersen out of here, the man
was a detraction, mumbling over and
over again some inanity.

"Listen," Oakley firmly gripped
Andersen's shoulder, "this whole thing is
very unsettling, | understand. | think the
best thing was can do right now is not to
get too worked up. The worst thing we
can do is jump to conclusions." He care-
fully began easing his Controller towards
the door. "Maybe you should take the rest
of the day off? I'm sure we can survive
one day withouta P & L."

Andersen stopped and stared at the
poster sized head of Jesus blocking his
path. "Think of all those poor little girls.”

"Say what?"

© Dave Snyder

Get the message?
Your vote is vital to the
continuation of the
greatest democracy on
earth, crossroads urges you
to exercise your right!
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