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. Peafsatie

I never thought I'd be writing to you for ad-
. vice but, here I am. My lover and I are split-
ting' ‘upiand he wants the diamond ring back
he gave me for our lst anniversary (it was .
our first week together). I really like the ring
=nd had it appraised - it is worth $450.
_°_ Now for the problem: I loaned my lover o-
“ver $500. so he' could get his false teeth,
. both uppers ‘and lowers. He says he doegn't
‘have the mohey to pay me back. I told him I
I “would keep the ring for the money. He said
Li%at]] givé-me the teeth and I must give him
the ring. Sadie, T think he is being unreasona-
"ble. I'm:so upset and don't know which way to
turn. I know you will be able to help.

'- Seeking Help In Trouble
s v OF m i R A R Sk

I-don't'think it is as serious as you think,

'if this would ‘happen to Sadie, I would run-to
Tiffany's, purchase a "Fabulous Fake'(it

. should cost about $25 a carat),  next miorning
grab.the fake ring and the false teeth, awaken
.my friend with a scream, as he.enters the

f

l

)

} yf;,ﬁJsh."Hg has no teeth and you have a diamond

; ring. And you know what Sadie always said,
""A kiss on the hand may be quite continental,

| but DIAMONDS ARE 4 BOYS BEST FRIEND. "

1

)
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1 Pear Sadie,
I don't know if you will remember me or

not, but I wrote youabout 4months ago. You
. .personally wrote back and I followed your ad-

I was flooded with calls. You were right, my
wife did get suspicious but I told her the stor-
v you told me to say. She believed it. I would
iike to thank you for that , but it has created .
another problem.

I found someocne I really like alot, We see
each other about three nights a week. My wife
is getting suspicious and my friend is upset
becas:se I can't spend more time with him.

i would like to leave my wife but because of
my position, I can't right now, In fact, I must
e quite careful because of my situation-you
know ¢ My friend said if I can't spend more
time with him , he won't see me at all. I like
him very much and would like to keep this re--
* lationship. I dm in a quandary: What can I do*
Please help me, Sadie.

Your Friend,
Bigz Dick

Dear B. D. ,.

Sadie knows she can help you. After much
thought, I have concluded with many stories.

FL A

; : ‘nor ever be "unfunny!''.
‘bataroom, I'd drop them both in the toilet ‘and -

" humorous replies.

.,vice by putting an ad in the Lancaster Gay Era.

I will meet you at the office an Fz;id‘a‘;y, Feb-

ruary 13 at 1 pm. and we will discuss this
over lunch. Hope you are not of a suspicious
nature. See,you there .

P.S. You could kave gotten a lot éff.,éeople
in trouble by denying putting that ad.in this

paper.

CLASSIFIED i
skl doloklololok

PERSON TO SHARE HOUSE $85 per month
2 private rooms, share bath, use of kitchen
must like pets. Apply 542 W King St. After
6pm foete

sesfe e e s siesfesle desisfeskdeakeal.

Interested in meeting friendyin the Lebanon-
Millsbury or Sunbury areas; write:
"THE GOURMET CHEF", PO Box 73,
Hegins, Pa. Likes music, cycling, hiking,
and cooking. -
s stesfesle ool sie ook steolesiesoksioleok | -
To my devoted readers, dear staff members
and most importantly, "Anonymously Yours'”
It has never been my intent:to offend anyone
I have answered
many serious questions with serious an
swers, while answering those "humorous"
letters to the best of my ability - with
I never intentionally
try to be lugubrious. _In the immortal
poetry of the late (but great) Latin Poet
Horace in his Epstles 21235
Cuid te exempta iuvat spinis de pluribus
umRa-y . ;
Vivere si recte nescis; decéede peritis.
Lusisti satis,edisti satis atque ‘bibisti:
Tempus abire tibi est! & o

. Translation(for the latinless):

How does it relieve you to pluck.one

- thorn out of many? £

If you do not know how to live, make way
for those who do. s

You have played enough, have eaten and

... drunk enough: :

It is time far-you-to.leave the scene!

SADIE
st etttk ok
SWITCHBOARDS, etc.
LANCASTER: 717 898 2876(most times)
Harrisburg :MonFri 6 0pm 1-234 0328

Philadelphia: 215 978 5700 Gay Switchboard
: 215 SA9°2001 Lesbian Hotline
CONTACT 24 hrs 2994855

VD Clinic -5t Joéep‘h Hospital, Lancaster
24 hours FREE . 397 2821

A.C.L.U. 393 3971 or 626 2243
Counseling: 898 2876 Lancaster

: . Syl T
Eromin Center 215-732 3212
1735 Naudain:Street
Philadelphia, PA




_or pubic louse, Phthirus pubis.

'peop'le develop this allergy.

. tive.

-~ GAT HEALTH coLumN

(: Is there a bload test for gonorrhea®
A: No. At the present time there is no
reliable blood test for gonorrhea although
much current scientific research is being
done to perfect such a test.

©: Dees mouthwash really reduce the risk
of ‘getting oral gonorrhea?

A: No one knows for sure if any mouthwash
or even pldin watér has any beneficial effect
onlfe,ducing".the incidence of oral gonorrhea.

‘Theéoretically, just the dilutional eifect of

rinsing one's mouth should reduce the number
of bacteria present, but whether this

' actually lesséns thé risk remains tobe
oroven. Good question!

D: Several of tn'y‘ friends have been talking
about ''the crabs'. “What are they® Also,
who or what'are scabies '’ Lt e

A: Count yourself fortunate that you have

sot yet gotten first hand knowledgze about

_these creatures! It's probably easier to -

deal with each of them separately, although
they have beén known to travel around
together! '"Crabs'is the term commonly
nsed in réference to infestation by the'trab
This lause
is no larger than a pinhead, and lodks very
much like a miniature crab with pairs of
claws and four tiny pairs of legs. - It holds

-on'to a pubic hair with its claws, inserts its

mouth into the skin, and sucks away at the

" tiny blood véssels in the area.
. . Symptoms of the crabs vary with the indivi=

dual. Some pecple experience no symptoms
at all, waile most others experience -a
definitely annoying itch in the groin, It's
thought that the itching is an allergic
reaction to the bites of the louse and not all
In some people,
the bites cause a mild rash composed of
small sky blue spots.

Treatment is quite simple and usually effec~
The best remedy is to visit your
physician, who can confirm ‘that you have

the '""crabs', 'He or she will then prescribe
a drug called gamma benzene hexachloride
(KWELL) which is available as a cream,
lption, or shampoo. You should take a hot,

soapy shower or bath and then apply the
" lotion or cream toyour body and leave it on

for 24 hours. The shampoo is left on for
about 5 minutes only, and then rinsed off.
This-treatment.is followed by changing into
clean clothing. All.other clothing that has
been worn in the recent past should then be
washed or drycleaned in order to dispose

of any hiding adult crabs and/or their ezzs.
This step is most important to fdlow since
your "friends' may reappear if you are
careless. All bed linens and blankets
should be similarly treated. Other non
prescription remedies are available (A=-200,
Cuprex, etc.) but none is as effective as
the prescription drug, Kwell, It's a good
drug to have around just in case! -
Scabies is an intensely itchy infestation by

a small microscopic mite called Sarocoptcs
Scabiei.
epidemic proportions around the country in
the last few years. ’

Transmission is usually by close physical
contact, not necessarily sexual, between
friends or family. The initial infestation
with scabies may produce no symptoms.
After aboat 2 month the initial itching begins
to appear and becomes more and more
intense, 'especially at night. The mite love:
warm body areas and usually infests the
inner thighs, wrists, skin folds, areas
between the fingers, and the genitals.
mites actually live within the skin and
burrow in just below the surface. The in-
tense itching usually causes scratching in
the human host, and small sores begin to
appear at the sites of the scratching.
Treatment is the same, basically, as for
""erabs'. Again, KWELL is the drug of
choice. All clothing and bed linens must
be washed or cleaned. Reinfestation is als
quite common, but with patience, a good
physician, KWELL, some time and a fev
tranquilizers, most people get over the
scabies.

Thi

Q: Is'there any harm in taking a couple ot
penicillin or tetracycline tablets before o3
after sex to. decrease the likelihood of
getting VD!

A: - There sure is! The development of
penicillin resistant gonorrhea can be trace:
to the indiscriminate use of antibiotics.

If you self-medicate yourself for gonorrh. .
and use inadequate or inappropriate anti-
bictics, you may partially eradicate the
infection only to develop a chronic infectio:
of gonorrhea which is resistant to the usu..
dosage of the appropriate antibiotics.

C.: I'm not neurotic, but I have definite
problems about being zay. Is there anycuL.
I can talk to, other than my friends or
straight doctors, who would listen and
answer some questions I have.

A: Yes. There is a Peer Counseling
Group of concerned gays in the area. Thu
purpose of Peer Counseling is not to
psychoanalyze or treat, but only to answe.
quéstions and give first hand practical
advice on a one to one basis, by gays fo:
gays. You can set up a private appointme. .
by calling the local Gay Switchboard at
898-2876. There is no fee, but donation.
are accepted. Referrals can be made to
professimals in the areca who are either
gay or sympathetic if needed. A fuller
description of this service appears in
another section of the paper.

---Address inquiries to MEDICA L ADV i3t
---OR, Lancaster Gay Era, 3002
Marietta Ave,, Lancaster, PA 17601,
More next issue.....

DON'T FORGET LINCOLN'S BIRTHDAY: :
CELEBRATE AT "“"PLANT-NITE"
FEBRUARY 12th, THURSDAY NITE 7330
3002 MARIETTA AVENUE,LANCASTER,P;
For details see article elsewhere
this issue or calls 8S8-2876!
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This little bug has spread to '




1y, didn*t help.
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After a Year of Activism

October 22nd was Gays United Lancaster's
5rst birthday. In January it will be a year
;ince my own first T.V. appearance as an
spen gay activist. Although it was often rough
 has been, perhaps, the best year of my -
ifen o (2
T carhe out in the spring of '72. By com-
w7 out I mean I told the people 1 cared about
.t home and work. Being involved in a one-
.ided relationship both financially and gexua-
(The sex wasn't trade """

sither,; I just didn't get any.) I was not doing

ars, znd had no real gay friends with whom

i, felt confident enough to turn to, or relate

40, The closet door ripped off its hinges
czatinothing.  As

bad vibes came from my
“viands, théy were telling me they didn't - '
~are, For'a while
~nd walked around in pure frustration,
rasching my lifé and myself slowly fall'to
DiECes T L
oopapid theifrustration and naivity, I wanted
 Toow more and started to read. In an ef-

ioriito eséape whatever followed me, imagined

—rsik ot end

" p btherwise, I decided to fight for my in-

freedom, never realizing that fight
before me. Eventually an aware-
-~ unao0f myself and others formed into what I
hinlk is right and how I want to live, and
~ade me realize needs will be there long
atter my generation passes. The more I
.oramunicated, it became clear 1 was far
., alone, both in needs and insight.

What does that fight involve 7 First a con=
_znt/growing awareness that we are the
oppressed minority within the American
5 stert.) The CLOSET'S safety deteriorated
cnscious, stifles our sensitivity and

ey

o3

. ereativity; therefore, cur very existence.

i+ means demanding the rights guaranteed
u: in a supposed free cquntry celebrating 200
pars of freedom. £And when thoss laws !
i:v.arante.é us freedom tolive as it has in
" overal cities throughout the nation, then we
~sust Have the freedom of spirit to walk down
‘h. street hand in hand as straight people do
s> give each other a kiss when the urge hits.
Overexposed.straights do it all the time and
if they deny themselves the affection, its
sheir problem, §

4n end to sexual oppression. If early his-
-ory demoted us to ''jobs of women'', are we
ngt jointly put down? Perhaps God is a wo-
non. A black lesbian woman. Won't the
:;raight white male be shocked when Heaven's
“oor opens! I wonder if then he will realize
o his male dictation, destroying §o many,
wrony. Will he still stand with his one
ho=d extended, a wallet in the other, greed's
sncor disguised in playing, as he bathes in
iomand of worship. We gay men and women,
a1 not only raised in this background, but
iruplored to.conduct ourselves the same way.
We are taught to be tacky, spiteful, deceitful
~d vicious with each other to the peint-
here gentle Kindness, built into each person
is lost when needed in our own community.

When we ¢all each ‘other queer, fagpot,
tnaty, butch or queen, we put our own value
_n ourselves, a value established by the
sppressive society we live in day to.day. ..
Shedding some of our own guilt or burden,
»e pass it on to each other. It never makes
me feel good hearing it from myself or some-
= - else, and less when directed at men and

NS
H2E

1'smoked dope, paid bills * ™

' munity.

~‘'make if everyone tried just a little.

women who are a part of me. Comparing
"butch' and 'femme'" numbers emphasizes
the straight attitude, and forgets the total
person, When gay men have perhaps more
sexudl freedom than anyone else, why do
they lower each other, deflate their own
egos and deprive the community of identity,

" Because we're forced to.

: - And. what about our money .and our time %
When you don't march in a parade, write
letters, or protest-with so much as a com-

ment, you're endorsing people who sit

“around tables and make an ass of you

while youpay their salaries. When your
friend loses his job and you don't protest
our community is bowing down. to dictator-
jal command. He can't buy our souls un-
less you let him. We're tired of wanting

"*and living amid the mess he's created in

a path of greed. Sure, alot:of us are
gcared, but the system neecis re-evaluating
and its-time to do it! But what about us 7
What about people in Lancaster's Gay Com-~
Someone said to me, "What gay
community in Lancaster %", which really
hurt but was true. The covperation and
encouragement we've received is pretty
small compared to the effort made hiding.

In one year we've made a lot of mis~
takes. Evaluating the whole thing, I guess
we could have done things differently, per-
haps we should have started out more
socially. However, things we offered
weren't supported well anyway; would it
have helped? Our output fortunately sur-
passed input and a few have done a big
job. Can you imagine the progress we'd
Ever
so slowly things are getting better. Those
of you who have contributed, THANKS.
The smiles, positive feedback, and sincere
honest canments were appreciated. Those
who have worked by my side and on their
own, I think you know how I feel.

Though my personal commitment is

. just beginning, my term as GUL President

is over, and it's time for a needed rest,
My awareness of myself grew with the
awareness of my community's needs and
I'm grateful. ‘As far as you, the people
of Lancaster Gay Community or any Gay
Community anywhere, every little contri-
bution is needed and appreciated. = When
you start to liberate yourself and your
friends, I guarantee you'll' feel good all
over. Those of you who don't want it,
stay where you are, if you will, but do
not besrudge us wur-inherent freedom.

In the Gay Spirit of Love, Pride and

Freedom.
‘ 7 e AR
st stk s e sl ssteste e el e RN ek
CUESTION |

If I were to ask

'how many times in one week

‘we kiss §

while you fantasize of someone

who exists only in sexdreams,

you would probably just sigh, smile

turn your face toward me and sleep,
peacefully, while 1 watched

your, chest rise and fall
- rhythmically, - e
‘knodwing well that in
I am your dream. a1

‘7 . Kevin Boyer o
R

the real world
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PHILADELPHIA ‘BILL DEFEATED ' ENGLISH TEACHERS, cont'd.

s . A osix YGQF‘P§F?¥e;bY”§§?f?%i¥'@31‘ ‘" AlYse,} Gay Caucus forming..,,NCTE
:phia;5&9@§5mmqp;£Y{tbgbaye;Eﬁﬁx} oun~ members who are interested in forming
¢il enact a Gay Rights Bill ohceagaln g Gay Caucus and petitioning for meete

met defeat. ‘Despite several days of  ing space at the Convention are urged
hearings supporting the bill, fasts by to contact Prof.Crew. Urgently need«
Philadelphians, guerilla theatre by ed are Gay womeh to coordinate women's
lesbians .and endorsements by 46 local  issues and ‘assure a fair balance in
organizations, the legislation never  planning.

got out of-committee. The Council

seemed more impressed by the ravings e e s e e e o o o A e o ok B O oo o ok ok o ok ke
of lunatic fundamentalists who claimed
gays were possessed by the devil ahd “FOR THEY KNOW' NOT WHAT THEY DO"

' " gay-baiting Council member Isadore

Bellis, ‘a-convicted felon. Fortunate- VATICAN CITY- The Vatican reassert-

"1y the Philadelphia community, not eas-ed January 15'the Roman Catholic
*i1y discouraged,

has. found a sponsQr Church‘s-condemnation of sex outside

to introducé a nev gay rights“pill.w of mar;@agg;ﬁbut said that homosexuals

LT . ~.# that are "incurable" should be treated

o] ,*3*****t**#ff**#******?********,z~L with understanding and judged with pru
R s S gn i T et s Wei-dence. i

‘RURAL CAUCUS MEBTING .« ‘' = . Without discounting what the Church

Niga o g6 AL iy considers the-gravity of all homosex-
READING, PA.-The Gay:.Coordinating = wual acts, it drew a distinction be-

' Society was host to the Rural Caucus  tween homosexuals,'whose tendency com-
“for its January meeting here. Joe es from a false'education, from a lack
Burns, of GCS, was chalrperson. of normal sexual development,from ha-

- Tppics discussed weres Planning for ©bpit, from bad example or other sim-
the Philadelphia and New York Gay Pri- jlar causes," and a second group "who
de Celebrations this summer, Legisla- are definitely such because of some
tion Day to be held at the Sate Cap- kind of innate instinct or a patholog-
itol in late March, the insertion of . ical constitution judged to be incure-
"Shapp for President" .space in local = ‘able.' .

_newspapers and'‘the possibility of a Dignity, the Roman Catholic Gay

" Caucus picnic when the weather becomes Organization, condemned the Vatican
a little warmer. . paper, saying it was based "on the

. The purpose of the Caucus is to presupposition that human sexuality

give Gays who live in such "rural" . is God-given and moral only in het-
areas an opportunity to discuss prob- erosexual marriage for the purpose of
lems gay people have living in non- procreation. Such a narrow view of
metropdlitan regions. It is also to human sexuality has been severa.y
act as a helping hand in assisting challenged by a large number of Cath-

newly formed gay groups organize and:@ olic theologians, who have asked the

-get off the ground. Church to recognize the broader pur-

The February meeting will be held pose of sexuality as an expression of
in Lancaster at 3002 Marietta Avenue  unselfish love between two people as
Tel: 898-2876., All interested. persons a responsible communication of the
‘are asked to attend. It will be host- love and shared life." .

- ‘ed By GUL on February 7th(Sat.)@ 2pm. . . In consultation with the Vatican,
FER ' GUL is issuing a questionaire to asc-
'k*******************.********** ertain which of the two Categories
2 ' the majority of Lancaster's gays be-
ATTENTION GAY TEACHERS OF ENGLISH long. To receive a questionaire con-

Y tact GUL at 898-2876,
Papers are sought for a panel, i
"Toward's'Aa Healthy Presence in Text- ITEEAEE X2 £ 2 RS R A2 A2 R R R R R R 8 8 %
books and Classrooms,"” for the next - PHILA. GAY NEWS BEGINS PUBLISHING

- i convention-of the National Council of _ .

Teachers of .Ehglish (NCTE) scheduled . BHiLADELPBIAFTbe Philadelphia Gay
for Chicago the 25-27th of November.  News began publishiing its first issue
‘ e **+  1n the City of Brotherly Love. The

1976, ;

The panel will focus on the secon- January 1976 issug is the first add-
dary school as well as the college ition to the publishing firm of PGN,
setting. Non-gays as well as gays are Inc. headquartered in Pittsburgh. PGN
encouraged to participate. also publishes the Ohioc East Gay News,

Deadline for the program details With the new edition total Gay News
is March 15th. For more information circulation is 23,000 copies,
contact: Prof. Louie Crew, Dept. of _~ Published monthly it will have a
English,Fort Valley State College, newsstand sale price of 50¢.Plans are
Fort Valley, GA 31030. to eventually publish every 2 weeks.,

]
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SOV
srresidential Primary Election here.

~+LA, PUBLISHING,cont'd.

"be Philadelphia paper will cover
Southeastern Pennsylvania, South Jer-
=eyv, and Maryland and Delaware areas.
Keith Clark, founder and former
~cministrator of the Eromin Center,Inc.
2nd a longtime journalist with the Den-
ve- Post, Philadelphia Inguirer, The
&i&ocate, and other publications, WwWi1ll
v the paper's Editor. i,
Nationally known gay activist,
viawk Segal, will be the Business Manage

= of the newspaper

O R R E S LAk

‘GAYS FOR SHAPP" FORMS IN MASS.

UROVINCETOWN,MA.-(PGN) Activist Bill

Samon has been named to head the "Gays

for Shapp" organization in Massachus-
ic3, which is being formed to help
Shapp's efforts on tke March 2

Referring to the Executive Order

“arsring job discrimination against Gays

‘r. state government, Damon noted that
while other politicians are giving lip
szrvice to the gay community, Milton
happ is the only one who has done any-
ching for us.,"

FREIRTR KRR T hhdhhhdhhkhhkhkktekk

2.7 TORN AS WHITMAN IN "SONG OF MYSELF"

"Song of Myself," based on the
.1fe of Walt Whitman is to be broadcast
Muesday March 9, at 10:00pm. It is
vact of the CBS "American Parade" spe-
L9 L(lls .

The script deals with Whitman's
nomosexuality. The special is well
worth viewing by Gay people around the
country. The Naticnal Gay Task Force
15 suggesting comments about the pro-
cram be sent to: American Parade c/o
'3=TV, 51 W. 52nd St.,NY,NY 10019,
«.th copies to Tom Swafford, VP,Broad-
cust standards, at the same address.
+= would also be a good idea to send
~“opies to your local CBS station mana-

ger.

Fehkkdkhhhdehhkd Rk vk hhhw

<UL, HOLDS ELECTION OF OFFICERS

At the January 13th meeting of
says United of Lancaster, election of
acw officers for 1976 took place.

Elected to the Executive Board
W -7 ! C i
.. Horn, David Leas, and Raymond Sti-
“kies. Terms of office are for one
YEAT

In reorganization, the positions

President, Vice-Pres.,etc. were e-
I iminated. Board members will take on

GUL, cont'd.

The new officers and members of GUL
are very enthused about the upcoming
year with goals to be accomplished

for the gay community of Lancaster.
New members are especially welcome!
Meetings are held every Tuesday at 8pm
at GUL Headqurters,3002 Marietta Ave.
(corner Centerville Rd) Lancaster.

Fhhhhdhhdhhhddhdddhhdhhdhdhdhsens

DATE SET FOR GAY LOBBY DAY

The date for Gay Lobby Day has
been set for Tuesday, March 23rd in
Harrisburg. The day was first pro-
posed by a rural member of the Gov-
ernor's Gay Task Force in November of
1975. It was officially proposed at
the Rural Caucus meeting of December
1975. Two members of the Caucus
were appointed to study the idea and
present an outline at the January
Meeting. On January 10, the decision
was reached to have a committee go a-
head with plans, working wath the
Task Force members and gay groups a-
cross the state.The aim is to educate
our legislators wherever possible and
to protest discrimination. Anti-gay
legislation is the main issue. At
stake are the jobs of gay women and
men across the state.

Plans are to have at least 125 gay
lobbyists available for the day. Work-
ing in pairs, they will be able to meet
withtthe approximately 250 legislators
in the Capitol,

Workshops will be held at three lo-
cations in the state to acquaint lobby
ists with techniques for dealing with
Representatives and Senators. They
will be held in Philadelphia, State
College, and Pittsburgh on Saturday
March 20th at 1 pm. Any person wish-
ing to volunteer his/her services for
this greatly needed endeavor is to
contact the local representative for
Lancaster: Ray Stickles of GUL at 898-
2876 —-or- either of the Committee Chair
persons,Lynn Hughes of Wilkes-Barre at
717-829-4005 ~-~ Sam Deetz of Northum-
berland at 717-473-9%823,

An educational packet is being pre-
pared by Harry Langhorne, noted gay
lobbyist from Philadelphia, for dis-
tribution to legislators. At last
report it is near completion.

Letter writing to YOUR legislators
to protest YOUR tax dollars being used
to write anti-gay legislation is still

Robert Feiler, Robert Herr, Will being urged.

EE R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R O S g

GUL CO-SPONSORS PHILA. CONFERENCE

Gays United of Lancaster is one of
the co-spcnsors with the Friends Peace

“pecific duties pertaining to the needs Committee of Philadelphia of the

the gay community (publications,
(end-raising, media, publig relations,
sooial activities,legislation,etc.).

Delaware Valley Conference on Militarv
Spending and Human Priorities., The
Conference is to be held Feb 6-8th at
The Friend's Meeting House,4th and Arch
Streets in Philadelphia.For details &
Registration forms call:898-2876.
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. YK COOPER COMES TO TOWN

Janet Cooper, gay activist from the Phila-
ic!phia area, will be speaking at'the Unitar-
jzn Church, 538 W.Chestr::t St., Lancaster,
o, on Sunday Febuary 1 at 2pm. Janet is a
“ nember of the Susan Saxe Defense Fund, The
~ Pennsylvania Gommission for Women, The
" Governor's Gay Task Force, and a writer
. fu:r Gay Community News (GCN) of Boston.
Sive will be speaking on her involvement in
thcse groups and other activities as a Lesbi-
an Feminist,

Sesiesye e e e e deslook

“ GRASS ROOTS OF PENNSYLVANIA
by, JANET COOPER

{ovie Crew.reminds us in an Integrity ed-

N ‘ _iscopal Gay Caucus newsletter,

. December 1975 P.4) that fi nally provided

" iiapetus for the Black Civil Rights Movement

-was not the words and works of the urban in-
tellectuals like W.E, B, Dubois, Booker T,
. Washington or George Washington Carver but
‘the actions. of people like Rosa Parks. Rosa
 Parks was tired, and sat down at the fron
i the bus because she percieved it as her
“birikright to dosso,. :
_.For me, the Rosa Parks of the gay Move~
ein are the people who come out of their
clysets because they perceive it as their
. Girthright tolive in the communities of their

__choite. They don't escape to the havens of

anonymity found in the larger cities. They
comae out where they have the most to lose:
vwiz families, their jobs, their traditions.
_r 'some there-is much to gain, others sim-
wky. cannot afford to ever consider uprooting
#hemselves from a source of income, family
obligations, or a lifetime of experiences.
iz 2 small town one's family, friends and
neighbors don't listen to as much as they o-
chear, they don't see as much as they take
notice of, To be an openly gay person or a
.stereotyped cleset homosexual in a small
Peuieylvania town, even now, reminds me of
fLarl Sandburgs description of what it feels
lixe tohave people stare at you.
‘Except at home and among playmates, it
. didnit.come-easy for me to be looked at. I

- . wculd pass.pecple on the street and when they

[ .
o
U4

“heir heads to take another look at me. Walk-
‘npg down a church aisle between hurlreds of
people, I had a feeling of eyes on me. This
was silly, but when your bashful you have the
fceling of eyes following you and boring
through you. .

(Prairie Town Boy)

Gays from dozens of towns and communities
coutside the major cities and including Allen-

.own, Altoona, Bethlehem, Bloomsburg, Cham-
bersburg, Edinboro, Greencastle, Harrisbury,

Johnstown, Lancaster, Mechanicsburg,
Morthemberland, Reading, State College, and
Shippensburg have arranged a grass roots

caticus, Members of the caucus have begun to
nold meeiings in their own communities and

regzionally in order to keep each other informed

and provide support for common concerns.
4 difficult as it is to be the object of oth-

=v people's scrutiny, there are gay sisters

2nd brothers subjecting themselves every

sgone by; I would wonder if they had turned article in the-New ERa.

day to this kind of critical and often judge-
mental inspection, but who are finding it
easier to remain in the communities they
call home. :

siestesfe e el e sk ek

OF INTEREST TO GAY WOMEN

Women Oriented Women (W.0.W.), whic
was formerly the Lesbian Discussion Group
is continuing to meet at the Women's Center,
230 W. Chestnut Street, Lancaster, Pa.

The group which meets every second and
fourth Sunday of the month from 2-4 pm, is
open to all gay women and hopes to provide
a place where women may come to talk free-~
ly in order to get support for their lifestyle
that is lacking in the community,

W.O.W. is open to all suggestions and
ideas you may have to offer. So come and
be a part of this group, ) A

We are planning a Women's Day at the
Railroad House in Marietta, There will be
volleyball, dancing, free beer and food, and
many other activities. The cost will be
$5.00 in advance, $6. 00 at the door. It will
be held on a Sunday sometime in May.
There will be more information in the next
Gay Era, so keep watching. ¢

P ~TERRI
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WANTED

Gay Women (men too) are geatly neede
on the staff of the Gay Era, Y

To expect gay mento be sufficiely con-
scious of women's views and opinions is
comparable to expecting a good Jew to write
‘a brief on last Sunday's Mass at Saint Mary's
Roman Catholic Church. Your help will be
greatly appreciated. Give us a call at 898~
2876.

silesiole et ssle ok
Dear G.R. '
. Yes, Mommy saya I can still play
with Ray and Dave from Marietta Ave.,
even though their.names appeared.in
that "tasteless and vulgar'newspaper
At first she
said no, but after a few Bombays on
the rocks and my assurences that no-
one from the Country Clwb would read
(or at least admit to reading) such a
trashy journal, she relented. The in=
cident was nct without sacrifice how-
ever, Daddy overheard the conversation

and dismissed the.stable-boy later

that day. Incidentally, Mommy is

still worried that some of the hoi
popolloi that snuck into hhe Junicr
League this year may have read the

article. . ?
] .Love,

Jeffy
You're the BEST bartrender in
town! Hugs -and kisses from your
other little fans:RGS & DL :

P.S.
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with Julia“ Adult

Well, the response concerning my first offer-
ings to you has been simply overwhelming.

.1 am so happy! :

The holidays found me busily hopping round
the globe seeking new and delicicus palate-
ticklings with which to satisfy your needs.

If you only knew what I had to go through to
put this page tegether. WHEW!L

Keep your letters coming.
to respond to a few of them. Bon Appetit!i!

BEVERAGE

- BULLSHOT--(The spelling is correct)
Majorca is a divine place to be a few days
before Christmas. The matadors gather
after a hard day in the ring to sing, dance
and to give thanks for having again been
spared the sharp horns of the toro. If you
have ever been the center of attention, as I
was, of 45 matadors giving thanks you would
understand why this drink is so very

necessary.

10 ounces beef bouillon N
6 ounces of vodka A
3 tblsp. lemon juice ", -

1-1/2 tblsp. worcesteérshire sauce -
Tobasco to taste ‘

Heat beef baillon to near boiling pdnt.
Pour intotwo mugs and mix in vodka, lemon
juice, worcestershire sauce and tobasco, if
desired. This drink can also be served
cold over ice cubes.

S sie 3 3 e e e e e e e ke

FOOD

DRIED FRUIT SOUP

My travels next towok me to Iran, where I
met a rather interesting geographer from
California who was involved in archaeo-
logical digs. His workers were quite sur-
prised to see me. Theyimmediately took
me to the ruins and showed me their tools
which were of various sizes and shapes....
Later all of us sang, danced and ate this
favorite dish of a truly mysterious land.
Don't be afraid to tryit, I wasn't, -

1/2 pound ground beef:
1 small onion (grated)
1/4 tsp. cinnamon
1/2 tsp. pepper
1/2 tsp. salt
e ek e ek etk
8 cups water '
3 tsp. salt ¥e
1/2 cup rice ‘
siefe et sl el e

Next issue I hope :

"~ Place the meat in shallow dish.

1 small onion (chopped fine)
2 tblsp. butter '

1 cup dried prunes

1 cup dried apricots

1/4 cup walnuts (chopped)

1 cup parsley (chopped)

1/4 cup chick peas (canned)
1/2 cup vinegar

1/3 cup sugar

SPICING OF SOUP
Ttblsp. dried mint
1/4 tsp. cinnamon
1/4 tsp. pepper

‘Put meat in 2 bowl.- Add grated onions
“and seasoning, mix well.
- meatballs the size of walnuts.
"in a 3 qt. pot.

Make small
Put water
4dd salt and rice and cook
for 15 min., Meanwhile, sauté chopped
onions in butter and put them aside. Add
prunes to the water and rice and let cock
for another 15 mins. Add meatballs,
apricots, walnuis, parsley and sauteed
onions and. let cook for 20 mins. on a
medium heat. Add vinegar and.let cook
for 15 mins. more. Rub the dried mint in
palms of hands to make it powdery. Add
cinnamon and pepper to the mint. Add
this to the soup just before removing it
from the fire. If more seasoning is
‘necessary, add t>taste. 5-6 servings.

" ORIENTAL FLANK STEAK

China is a mere joy during this festive
time o the year. While touring the Great
wall with the Fords, I secretly left the
group and by chance discovered a work
camp. A rather handsome young chap
asked my business. I told him I was look-
ing for one of the ladies of the camp who
does the cocking. There were none-~~the
camp was inhabited by men only (55 of
them). He directed me to the kitchen and
after hours of friendly persuasion, from
which I was extremely exhausted, I

finally talked the cook into letting me

taste his delicious meat dish. Here it ist!.

1-2 flank steaks

3" cloves of garlic (finely chopped)

1/2 cup soy sauce _
1/2 cup sherry, vermouth or any dry wine
1 tsp. freshly ground pepper

1/2 tsp. tobasco sauce

Rub the steaks with garlic and pepper.
Mix the
‘temaining ingredients and pour over the
meat. Allow the meat to marinate an

" hour or longer, turning it several times.

Broil the steaks on both sides until done.

- Slice thinly on a diagonal.
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i liscriminate tolerance is justified in harm-
T .. dchates, in ¢ oversation, invacademic
discussion; it is indispensible in the scienti-
fic enterprise, in private religion, But soci-
¢ty cannot be indiscriminate where the pacif-
ication of existence, where freedom and hap-
piness are at stake: here certain things can- -
not be expressed, certain policies cannot be.
sroposed, certain behavior cannot be permit-
+ed without making tolerance an instrument

of servitude. " o
-Hzrbert Marcuse

Over the past year gay activists have’tried
o pressure television networks and their af~
sliates locally into removing blatantly anti-
jay material from broadcast. These attempts
wwith such shows as "The Outrage', "Born
*nnocent', and recently, an episode of '"Bronk"
have not only been met with limited success
Sut heve also drawn critism ‘of the gay move-
ment. Broadcasters claim that such attempts
to influence broadcasting are equivalent to
prior cencorship and are therefore akin to a-
brigingifree speech. Attempts to control
broadcasting by special interest groups are
che legitimate concern of everyone and de-
serve public scrutiny. The claim that such
attempts ‘are in themselves undemocratic is,
however, unfounded.

Absolute tolerance of all points of view, no

e ——— B e < 8 . .

The Lancaster Gay Era is dedicated topro-
viding ¢ verage of events and news of inter-
2st to the south-central area of Pennsylvania,
as well as the stimulation of event-oriented
opinion within the community.

The Lancaster Gay Era is published monthly
and distributed on the first weekend of the
month, News and opinion reflected in
"Editorial' represents the majority view of
the editorial staff. Signed letters and columns
reflect the views and opinions 6f the authors
only, Commeénts, criticisms, and information
are always welcome from our readers: re-
member, it's your paper,

#Single copy price: 25¢
“Annual subscription rate $3.00
Adress for subscriptions, address changes,

letters to the editor, contributions, comments, ,

advertising rates, etc,: The Lancaster-Gay
mra, 3002 Marietta Ave., Lancaster, Pa.
17601 Telephone (717)-898-2876 (s
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matter how destructive, is permiss ble only
in an absolutely democratic media. Ameri-
can Television is not such a media. It is as
free as your networks allow, as liberal as
your expense account, and as democratic as
a Chicago election. More and more it looks
like a continuous editorial for Exxon corpor-
ation. .

It is claimed that television is democratic
because the viewer can change channels i’
she /he finds a program offensive, This ar-
gument does not seperate the apparent from
the real function of this media. It is primar-
ily a "flickering billboard'" for the consumex
society and a reinforcement of values for
the status-quo; andseccniarily a source of
entertainment and education. : L

True, the viewer does not have to view
anything as blatantly sexist ag a lesbian rap:«
scene. A flick of the knob and the more sul.-
tle Policewoman will show you the lesson u:
'Women's Liberation' is that Angie Dickin-
son can shoot andoppress with the same
equanimity as any macho-male.

It is-not a violation of free speech for the
gay movément to try to remove the most of -
fensive anti-gay broadcasts. American telg:
vision is in itself an offense to free speech.
It is the duty of all thinking people to make
gure that this counterfit world of caring doc-
tors, -lawyers who work for free, and clean
cops is not passed as true cultural currencey,

-J. W.-

S A

To BOb: \\\
It's a miracle s S
this paper got done at all N

without you,

Q\ miss you.,

f\

\

{

Get well, w \

Love,
Staff
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/



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:

Note: The last issue of the Pittsburgh
Cay News carried an editorial about

the PA Rural Caucus. That prompted

a reply from myself and the following
ietter which concerns all of us.,

To the Editor: iy ' s
G.P, 'I-distinctly remember your
_visit at the Rural Caucus, and would
giadly do your hair,---anytime. Thanks
.wary much on behalf of all of us for '
the truly beautiful and honest letter.
5. May I take:this opportunity to express

-4 few feelings and clear some points?

... Jerxy Brennan is also to be com=
mended,, not only for his work with the
State Police, a .job,similar to break-

, ing down walls with a pin, but also

deserves most. credit for getting our
Rural Caucus on. its feet. It was.his
cgs;c idea and urging that got me sta-
ried. ,

~ Another interesting thing concer-
ning Jerry, though he is instrumental
in.the Governor's Gay Rights Task
norce and Gay Community Services of
tarrisburg, he has been highly discr-
iminated: against in his own state job.
Tn the same city where he's active on.
4 community-basis as well as state le-
vel, he is now facing demotion and
personal humiliatien, Stating his
plight at.a recent Task Force Meeting,
he received somewhat: sympathetic re-
action while being told he must work
within the system to rectify the sit-
zation. What else is new?

If my details are correct, I be-
1ieve that after five years of service
in a good position at one of the sta-
te's mental -health facilities; he's
1ost the privacy of his own office,
the use of clerical help previously
- ¢forded him and is now.constantly
observed while at. work, for whatever
reasons there may be, It's not soO much
that he minds-anyone watching his

_daily work routine, but isn't it odd

. how discretely uncomfortable homo=
phobic straights can make you feel?
Doubtless, they suffer HOMO-FASCINATION,
i.e., "being confronted with an_ open
may activisti" ’

Cerry was quite naturally upset
cven discussing the situation at that
meeting and I sensed a helplessness
among ourselves as we sympathized with
+he situation. To date there has been
o mention cencerning his position or
‘he issue at hand. Where's his back-
up? Perhaps the straight press is
tired of all the cases we have to of-
fer?

Genocide is nothing to be proud
of in a'free country'. Our own press
must work with other issues, as well
as these, of which we're already aware.
pius we have no facility to store the
voluminous records.

Many of us, myself included, have
faced personal as well as job discri-
nination, then work out alternatives

_which we shouldn't have to do in the
£irst place! The Task Force was cre-

ated for our protection and help--
and here we are helplessi! 1Isn't °
it time we atarted removing the
same apathy f£illing the Governor's
Conference Room that day??

It is time we learn, as gay
people--working toward each cther
and our human rights=- our efforts
must We directed toward helping
one another end oppression. Here
is the test of our effectiveness
lying on our doorstep!! You, who
claim you can't help or are afraid,
write letters! A signature does
not mean you are gay. Encourage
activists in your area to take ac-
tion and if you have sugges tions
or any type of help, offer.lt: By
helping one another and unifying
ourselves; we'll relieve the opp-
ressive bigotry around us. 1F
you've got straight friends, get
their help. Ending discrimination
for us will end it for them. All
it takes is a little time and en-
erqgy from each individual.

' Jerry, you have my support.
Come on raaders, let people Know
we want action. Today!
In the Spirit of Gay Love,
and Freedom, _
Bari Weaver
**********************************
To the Editori -

Enclosed find a check for
a subscription to the' 'Gay Era as
well as a contribution for various
expenses, - Vonds

T think GUL should conduct a
survey of how we have been perse-
cuted in various ways( I have re-
ceived clippings about blackmail
episodes). I was taken for about
$1800. ten years ago. I believe
others have paid out and kept qui-
et, others have left town, others

have suffered nervous breakdowns,
and I would not be surprised to
hear that suicides have been due to
threats of revealment, inability to
pay blackmail,etc. ;

If sexual acts between consen=
ting adults were legal and if such
acts were not performed in public
places, many "Gay Folk" would be
free to inform immediately of any
threats, harrassment,etc. _

Why not solicit information
concerning the above without re-
vealing the identity of the persons
supplying information.

I: do think some money could be
saved by cutting out some items
from the newspaper. "Sadie" 1s
mostly unfunny and often of ques-—
tionable taste.

Pride’

Anonymously Yours.
EDS. NOTE: SURVEY FORMS APPEAR
ELSEWHERE IN THIS ISSUE. WE ARE
CONDUCTING A SURVEY OF OUR READERS'
LTIKES AND DISLIKES IN ORDER TO MAKE
THE GAY ERA MORE RESPONSIVE TO THE
NEEDS AND WANTS OF OUR COMMUNITY.
SADIE'S COMMENTS APPEAR IN HER
COLUMN AS USUAL.

*********j************************.
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ALL ADMISSIONS. . .

$.99

No Minors

COME. ENJOY.

-
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DON'T BE A DUMB /BUNNY, '

HOP ON THIS SPECIAL NOW!I

alteratiens en cuffs,
waists and hems
$1.50 until Easter '

call: QUEENIE

(392-7583)

L2 A2 2222221

| ~
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|
I
l '‘Queenie’s Cuties' is expandingl
[

(the abeve average designs
' are cemingj; the yeung
leek fer extra-large
! sizes)
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Philodendron on a-pole
low price $1.55
Minimum Height: 10in.

Grape lvy in 4'' clay pot
only $2.00

Cast Iron Plant
$7.95
hardy, needs little attention

n lm thcl
139 East Market Stree !

MARIETTA
426-1458
Thurs., Fri. 7'9'-
Saturday 1-5

\
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ﬁr aa/mesé 299- 266!
IN

LEATIIE¢R ITEMS

ACCESSORIES :

SKINS N' THINGS

On Hn c4£m°p£zu of Hn Eadiex Time

/0 W. ORANGE ST, LANCASTER

s

TERENZIO VIOLINS
1019 W, Main St.
Valley View
Penn.
17983

REPAIRING ALL TYPES OF STRING INSTRU=-
MENTS. MAKING RARE BOWS AND ACCES~
SORIES.

T.D. Riegel, Liutaie 717-682-8140
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PRIVATE MOVIE BOOTHS
. A WIDE ASSORTMENT
OF MALE MAGS.
A WIDE ASSORTMENT
OF FEMALE MAGS,

o ADULT NOVELTY ITEMS,
(T_¥S FOR YOL)
FSTOCK OF GPECIAL INTEREST

JAC AROMA
=Cock RINGS

Joy JELL
MASSAGE OIL
RAY BAR BUIDES
THAY FILMS

R COLT ,MANDATE ,GRIFFIT
1976 CALENDERS.

—

'
—
—

FILM (IF THE WEEK=-
(EROTIC HANDS)2 film
spt @ 40,00

100K OF THE UEEK=-
(GAY SPIRIT)@6.95

' AL IO !I\H“ﬂ i

MARITAL AIDS FO
v

LOVERS v

FREE PARKING

BANKAMERICARD & MASTER CHARGE WELCOME

227 NORTH PRINCE STREET
DOWNTOWN, LANCASTER, PA 299-2680 '

(we ARE LISTED IN YOUR TOMCAT GUIDE)
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PLANT-PITE AT 3002 MARIETTA AVENUE !.

On Thursday night February l2th at
7:30, P.M. there will be a plant party
for the benefit of the Gay Era at its
headquarters, 3002 Marietta Avenue.

A private firm will be showing over

100 different plants, explaining their -

~are and nurture, and offering them *
' For sale at prices ranging from $2.50-
$8.50. What you see IS what you geg.
A1l plants displayed will be avaiéa le
sor purchase, cash & carry. No orders

will be taken.

2 ddition, bring your own house=
g?aiig'for a free plant clinic. Ex-
pert advice on how to deal with your
"nroblem child plant” will be pro-
7ided at no cost! If you have a nice
healthy plant, but don't know what

its "real" name is, bring it along,too.

' The experts will tell all.

_[f you would be interested in hear-

' {hg about specific botanical areas,

‘4i.e., herb culture and preparation,

' orchids,etc. let us know in advance
py calling 898-2876. Reservations

' ..ré not required, but we would appre-
‘ciate having some idea of how many
plan to attend--so that we can tell
the plant people how many plants to
have available., ALL ARE INVITED TO
ATTEND! Refreshments will follow the
presentation.

:f********-*********************.******

HELP-HELP-HELP, ..+ 042000 .. (again?t) -

Well it's that time again folks!

We need help from OUR community. The
work that has been done has been done
well by relatively few--and they're

. akyeds

GUL, The Gay Era, The Peer Counseling
2rogram, The Sunday Coffeehouse,etc.
all need YOU., If you can't volun-
teer (or won't) your time, perhaps
you can send a contribution. That
doesn't necessarily mean cash. Ve
need coffee,tea,sugar,milk,etc. for
the FREE Coffeehouse. Office supplies
for the newspaper and GUL staffs.
Books that reflect, favorably on our
lifestyle could be domated to the
library. Furniture, desks, tables,
etc., could "warm-up" the atmosphere
arcund here.

Even if you can't donate ANYTHING,
what about yourself??? Why not come
to a meeting of GUL and let us hear
some new ideas,either pro or con. Why
not drop in for a cup of coffee some
Sunday afternoon or evening and get
to know some new gay sisters and bro-
+hers? Come to plant nite. Subscribe
to The Gay Era. Anything! Just stop
sittino there and complaining how
bad things are here in Lancaster,
without doing a damn thing to change
things for the better. please?

““ONE POEM BY.GAVIN DILLARD

v

(reprinted from FAG RAG 11/75)

_i.plunge naked into bed

crawling nude into the sheets
between the soft cotton

i plunge

naked | ‘

over naked-bottom-white sheets
nmy testicles drag

' across the sea my1udders,§11de

flaccidly

swaying intc bed .

i mount my turgid mat,
naked, legs erect i
crawling nude upcn my bed
plunging bare into A -
sprawling naked across the edge
flattened limp against the floor
pressing smooth into the quilts
plunging naked :

into my bed :

laying store my wearied flesh
folding neat, naked into sheets
lying nude

across the bed

floating naked on the waves
riding naked on the waves
riding naked in.the shade
pressing, soft, on pubic down
plunging o

soft into the muslin

holding tight my body's warmth
holding firm my turgid length
plunging naked inte beddings

0o

crawling

nude
penis scraping
folding tight into the quilt

'foldinc nude into the darkness

shining

naked in the moonglow

seeating warmth into the blackness
pushing wet into the pillow
breathing hard into the stillness
pushing hard into the pillow
breathing hard into the stillness
pushing wet into the pillow
sliding naked into darkness
wrapping legs around the quiet
erecting hard

into the darkness

i plunge naked into sleep

Fdde ko kk ko khk ko h ok hkk ko h Rk ko k kR
GAY THESPIANS:!:!{! ATTENTION!:!!

Any gay person interested in
forming a gay theatre group should
contact Harry Long at the Market
District Theatre at 394-3761.

It's time for us gay people to
performn material written by and
for ourselves! This proposal of
Harry's deserves your interest and
support. All talents are needed.
I e E 22 2 R 2 R AR AR R A AR E R R R E R E R TR LY X 3

the poet -~

an unpaid civil servant

photographing life

with

positioned words

tom kennedy -
e
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. STATE POLICE INVESTIGATING BLACK-
P MAIL RACKET

5\

LANCAST_E_R,JEA. - It seems that the

blackmail of persons concerning alleged ho- .

mocs~ cual assults is finally coming to the at-
tention of City and State Police here in Lanc-
aster.

After three victims of the apparent same
gang of 'con artists' told their stories to the
police this past month about incidents that
happenéd in 1975, another has stepped forward

citing an incidert in 1973. The grand total paid °

to the 'phony cop-morals racket! is now set
000. '
= '?‘gz’latest_incideht took place at Park City
Shopping Center. As the 64 year-old man
was leaving the restroom at the bus depot, he
was approached by ‘a 'plain-clothes policeman!
investigating the homosexual rape of a 14 year-
old boy. He was then handcuffed and taken to
his car where they were joined by a second
tcop'. After a discussion of the matter, the
victim was then released. :

The next day he was telephmed by one of
the phony cops and told that the tchief' was
upset with them for leaving him go. .Aftc.
meeting with the 'chief' and discussing the
man's financial affairs, they told him they
would need $8,000 ($1,500 for court costs and
the rest he 'would get back). He then went to
the bank, withdrew the moneyand gave it to
the policemen. After that he never saw or

4 heard of them again. o

Troocper Harnish is investigating the inci~
dents. Any person knowing of such incidents
are urged to contact him at the Lancaster
barracks.

As a result of these incidents, the police '
are watjnihg all citizens that when approached ..
by plainclothes policemen, to study their cred-
entials closely., They are also never to give
a policemenmoney for any reason,

4 s o ok
SURVEY #1- Blackmail Rackets

All information received will be
kept confidential, You need not sign
your name nor give any identity.

Have you ever been(or have any of
your close friends).approached by
any individuals posing as "cops"

who. demanded hush-mconey or bribes

)

If so¥~please giVe‘détails,dgtes,
amounts of money paid, locations,
etc. ‘ :

Please place your answers in an
envelope and mail them tos
Gay Era Survey
3002 Marietta Avenue
Lancaster, EA. 1?601

or if yéu prefer call ué{at'898-2876f

“We need everyone's cooperation in
order to put an end to this 'racket'
which has cost our brothers and
friends untold grief, both monetar-
ily and psychologically.

¢
L

Recently, due to an inc;égsing de=

_* mand-from within the gay community,

Gays United Lancaster has implemen-

ted’a Peer Counseling Program;

The purpose of the program 'is NOT
to be a substitute for psychother-

*-‘apy or 'a therapeuti¢ program of any

kind.” Rather it is an ‘open-ended

" dialeg situation between two gay

pecple which attempts to deliver
information about resources avail-
able within the c¢ommunity. 1If a
person has a problem dealing with
his/her gayness, needs a sympathetic
active listener, or just wants to
;yap" this 1s the program f£for her/
im, ' R
We currently have a staff of four
counselors available for appoint-
ments. BEach ccunselor is well'ac~
guanrited with the Lancaster gay
community and the positive and neg-
ative aspects of gay life here. I-
deally each pctential "client" will
talk to each of the ¢tounselors in
four separate private sessions.It
is felt that in this wayj; the:cli-
ent will not be subject to'any one
individual counselors particular
approach to the execlusion of any
other. & -
Referrals, if warranted, can be
made to professichals in the areas
of mental health, social work,em-
ployment, sex therapy,etc, All
informaticn i1s kept strictly con-
fidential and a client's anonymity
is always preéserved. Names need

- not even be given. There 1s- no fee

charged for these services, however
donations to the group are appreca-
ated, whenever possible, to ehable
us to carry cn the work.
For further infermation and/or an
appointment, calls 898=2876.
P2 2222222 R SRR R ERLLLRTEE S L L2 & 4 & & 4
SURVEY #:2
Newsletter = 2
With the next issue of the G

‘Era, the newsletter will switch
‘. “4ts physical fcrmat into a photo-

dffset style. The size of the

- paper will be slightly smaller,

but the content .will be of approx-
imately 'the same amount. In order
to determine how we might improve
our paper we're asking our readers
to give us some input as to what
features they most enjoy, which
they dislike,etc. - Please give us
a hand by filling in the following

questionnaire and mailing it back

to us. Thank You.
1-I purchase the Gay Era ats N

2-My favorite column or feature iss
3-Please eliminate:

4~Pleasée add:

‘mail tos Gay Era 3002 Marietta Ave

Lancaster,PA 17601

e

NEW PEER COUNSELING PROGRAM BEGINS »


sessions.lt
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..of sexual gratification.

MITZEL'S TEN POINTS IN CRITICISM OF THE CURRENT VOGUE OF TODAY'S L&L/S&M/F-F
SCENE AMONG HOMOSEXUALISTS .
(Reprinted from EAQ RAG NO 19._N0V/DEC 1975 ) ¥4

-r

dominating TOP MAN who's usually as
full of blarney as nixon. Yet this
type is eagerly abzorbed; by the L&L/
westerm/S&M scene, even:though his at-
tltude and 1nf1eX1b111ty is -inexcusa~-
ble in gay liberation terms. It's an
ironic thought that the worst of
"poseur macho intfactability"” would
surface to be celebrated in a gay mi-.
lieu. As Fred Halstead told an interw
viewers he went queer when he found
out . 1t was ea51ermto boss (the fags a=
round than % % was the women.

2-—Charley Shlvely once told me4 "When

home with one of those :swag-
gering leather ‘pukbers from the bar,
he . has_ thlS fabulcusly decorated apar-
tment loaded w1th consumer goods."'

And he's righti’ TA’other words, this
1eather/1evi/fagqot/Ch1c bocm is just
a new tw1st to push goods. Sprung as
largely a middle-class phenomenon-—
exploltlng repressed sexual: imagina-
tions of prosperous 9-5 englneers,ed—
ucators,businessmen €tc. -this .series
of fads .is now spreading to all parts
of the qay subculture, appeallng to a
styllzed llbldo in order to ring cash

you_go .

1--="I never switch!" sez the cold-eyedL4——"SpokesmenP of. the practise tend to

be pmlltlcally unsophlstlcated, nalve;
insensitive or out-and-out reactionary
(like Rex the NYC 1llustrator) Take
Mr'rLarry Townsend, a conservatlve"
columnlst often favored by the old
te, and a spokesman for the leath-
er/lev1/wester/s&M ‘scene. By his wri=
tings, he .reveals -himself as a totally
middle-class, short-si ghted, unvision«
ary consumer-oriented man only able to
think :-of - people as SubJects and Objec=
ts (he being FThe Subject and others be-
ing ObJects), He lacks any trace of
real political awarenéss. He appears
to.accept exploltatlon as as unchange-=
able way of American life., (By the
way I must say I'm a little unnerved
by the high percentage of Domihating
8&M guys I've met recently who turn
out to be landlords!) . Townsend's vol-
ume, The Le therman's Handbook, a pop-
ular introduction to the gay leather/
S&M stene, does not only radiate a
Cal;fornla roughness in its approach
.to gay 1ife and sex, it lacks finesse

| an apprec1at10n for the quality of sen-

51t1v1ty in a dominance/submission
scene, and, if not taken primarily for
its prurient interest, could have con=-
sequences far more damaging than its

reglsters. For gay males, ‘the appeal
is to be part of the American MAN' {
fantasy of omnipotence, control, dom— !
“inatrﬁn~~—lt9«symbolcgy is not of co-|

operatlon, but one of confllct, ‘orders

ing and serv1ng,

3--Th1ngs These. boys are into things. |
Gear is OK by me in limited quantltles'
as long as it's used for the purpose
-Hut as. A-
mericans repeatedly demonstrate, once
you get the dress, you've got to get
the shoes and matching handbag and the
tasteful string of pearls.

The gear becomes a badge of soc1a1 po-:
sition and indicates affluence. ‘Bos-
ton's: Tantalus catalogue offers ‘the
S&M quy the following: ball stretcher;
chastity harness; nip-nips(for tlts),
sen51tlzer(spanks partner while you're

in him), bottleneck dildo, spreader reT

straints, studded gloves, crotch se-

-~ curer, chain hobblejetc. It's a reg-
‘ular- inventory and’ can't begin to com-
pare with the catalogues out of Cal. I}
- know some drag quean friends who trav-
el lighter than some middle class
faggot: "club" members who haul' all
their gear when they ¢o out on "runs,"
John Laporta remarked in one of our
meetings that he'd entertained a har-
ness fantasy until he saw in a cata-
“logue that harnesses start:at $70.001! -
And there's somé who say that the rea--
son the leather guys don't ‘like the '

iluff crowd is because’ fluff costs Lesé

" than leather! Alleh Glnsberq wasn't
the first to say it, but it needs re+
telling: "Our skin should be enough!"

obv1ously short- -sighted author could
concelve. Intentional or not, its re-

' sult is to capture and discipline en-

ergy that would otherwise be channeled
into  revolutionary awareness.

5--It's faggots playlng at being MEN:

levis and leather, drinking beer with

! their buddies, a system of "friend-

ships" based on exclusioh. It's al-
most as though they're normal,
ven for the violent, and.medlocre. s
Just another express1on of sexuallty
still caught up in the shackles of
Purltanlsm. Just look at the recent
and rapid prollferatlon of the leath-
er/levi/bikie/fraternity-type/social
yclubs for gay males. Compare and con-
trast with the number of radical fag-

etc. What's happened to Gay leeratlon

| Well, 1ts‘wrlsts are handcuffed in a

‘tearoom in some NYC 1eather-ghetto
bar ‘and its head is being dunked into
a brimming pisspot by two laughing

Top Men, with fat 1nvestment portfolios
safely secured away at 'their banks.

The . polnt isi1 without gay liberation
pOllthS, these men and their group
activities wind, up mimicking Rotarians
They are characterized by the same per-
sonallty patterns, power plays, consu-
merlsm and status-guoism.of Butchie
Stralght Life. There seems to be no
awareness or desire for change, no ac-
knowledgement of the need to struggle
for an unexploltlve society.

In an 1nterv1ew in the Washington,D.C,
Blade, three propogandists for the
L&L/S&M scene share these comments:

got groups, organizations, publications,

that ha—-




“Luthe-bar into confusion.

MITZEL ON L&L/S&M/E~F,cont'd.

"As part of this, we now have 79 bars
nationwide identifying themselves as
Lev/Wgstern and 110 motorcycle and
associated clubs..." "There may be
65 or 500 guys on a run. You'll find
Ythe run crowd, on the whole, on the
tonseyvative side politically, more
so than most gay groups. There are
very féew runs Where you'll not hear,
'*God Bless America' if not the nation-
al anthem.

6--Costumes, gimmiekry, toys are all a
step away from subtlety and understan-
ding to obviousness and fahtasy. Bo
one wagtgvto talk to a person in such
situaylons; people become objects, -
and like in everything else in America
there's constant consumer complaints.
And the astonishing thing is the su=
perficidlity of it all, the school-

“''marmistness of one guy telling another

) i - +

his fantasy's really not up to my par.
For example, I've worn my handcuffs

on my left side and a dog collar a-
round my right shoulder, and it threw
Several guys
came: up to me and lectured me on HOW
To Dress For The Ear, and each one
told me somethipg different; each wan-
ted me more in line with his partic- -
ular fantasy. e

. ‘But ‘what's really shocking is the cas-
‘ual &eceptance of those homosexual
male& who idealize fascist insignia
and ‘fascist socialrattitudes. They're
_ tolerated and actually encouraged: be~
cause: their struttin® and. tough -
talkin' is very masculine and that's
a ‘turn ont PO LEE L L By fE
The leether boys .moan and  groan ;late~-
1y about. the fluff) invading their
scene; what have they to say of
fascist sympathizers? I've seen %
with my own eyes: Nazi-gear as OK
in the bar.

7--Sex role-playing is fine because
it's usually over with ejaculation.
What concerns me is the social role-
playing that carries over from the
leather/levi/S&M sexual fantasizing.

Read a little California publication

The Care and Feeding of the Male Sex:
Slave. Or how about Larry Townsend's

Tecommendation of Mandingo (a trashy

southern-slavery violence-and-romancer

book and film,)because the whipping
of the slaves is a real turn-on.

Know any gay S&M couples where the top

man is just that, the hubby and the
slave turns out to be. just that,too;
homemaker,dishwasher,cleaner,cook?

g8--Fist-fucking has become all the
rage in the past year. This fashion
would not exist had it not been for
the gay male porno films shown in
large metropolises, allowing a few
£1ilmmakers to set the trends for
faggot communities. Tana Turner's
sweaters set off a crazej Halstead
did the same for fist-fucking. I've

SelfiShp
alities taat may

the contrary) but which :
detrimental social repercussilons. 1f
faggots are to be _
ized bully boys and getting caught 1in
consumerism, if we're
our' ‘community to imitate
of macho heterosexual patterns of ob=

er men,
hope that we're also to be the agents
for large-scale change in male be=-

havior.
ing for pick-ups,etc;
that men can now move comfortably from
acceptance of the exloitive, hetero-

It's Hello-Pathology Time

{ T suppose

been told that some bars in NYC feature
it regularly on stage as part of the
show.  Common sense
first fatality when it comes
face with the mania for products and
pehavior of consumer fadst
skate boards, speed, fist=-fucking.
Just remember,
not a charming East Side chic malady.
as Virginia Rappe and Rudolph Valentino
might well testify. :

is always the
face-to~-

Thalidomide,

friends, peritohitis is

QucThe ISL/S&M/scene actively promotes

arrogant; exploitive,anti-socialy
cocksute,”masculine persons
be a passing turn-on
Lltimately found 1t tO
has other and

(though 1t've
co-opted by idealk

going to allow
the worst

jectification and exploitation of oth=
then there appears to be no

I don't mind the: sexual pose
my complaint 1S

sexualist culture into an exploitive

masculist homosexualist subculture
~ without passing through the interven-

ing (and intellectually cleansihg)

phase of gay liberation politics. They
no longer have to change their. ways of
thinking or behaving; all that's ‘in-

volved for them is a small matter of

eroticizing a different-sexed object
from what they're used to.

10-This rapid spread of the butch
1&L/SsM scene with its gear, objects,

.and club-fraternities is dishearten-

ing to a gay liberationist who'd ra-

.ther see gay energles organized for
change, not diddled away ©On runs,

parties and socializing. - At its best,
this'+vogue is just another
suburban way of celebrating "american
values" which more politically-aware
faggots realize must be wiped out.
Perhaps, too, it's.a measure of how
homosexualits of the.non-fluff va-=
giety feel themselves to have been
incorporated into the mainstream of
american life. «The best hope we can
have 1is to remember. that a faggot in
any kind of wrapping is still a faggot,
my friend,:.and not wholly lost to the
cause. Skip Burns of our staff is al~-
ways kvetching about faggots organ=
izing around their deviance. Well,
petter that than orsgnizing around a
vision of normalcy or -what shreds of it
are currently being merchandised this
season by the greedy dimwits of con=
sumer-oriented obsessions to the vul-
nerable and ‘susceptible macho-aspirant
gay buyers.

commanis'from our
this(or any) ar-

£ 1

the editors inv@te
readers concerning
rticle.



CONSTRUCTING GAY PRIDE or

“BARI'S FIVE STEPS TO 'SAINTHOOD'"

“ In order to liberate ourselves
we must liberate one another. This
is only possible by setting person-
21l goals, changing gay attitudes,
and reevaluating our thinking. Re=
moving pride from each other and our
Cay community feeds the same oppre-
-~ion closeting us; - denying freedom
honesy and the self-agsurance of: An=
dividual totality. Treating each ot=-
her with respect and consideration
will let us achieve actualization
and better equip us to be contribu-
ting members of society-at-large.

At this time it is essential

+o devote our energies and resour=

to our community, each other,

‘ and our lifestyle. When this is
done our deterioration and destruc=
tion will cease, +urning instead

- inte—productivity and growth.

ces

/‘Crdmunicate!

iy Express your feelings about
vouiself, your gayness and others'
+n friends within the gay community.
ind listen to other gay men and wo-
men, Hear how thev feel. See what
chey say. Becaute-a man doesn't
turn you on in the bar doesn't mean
“c has nothing of value to contri-
Lute. His feeling may be such like
wours or perhaps by talking with
him you may understand his view po-
int. A few hours of your complete
" ife time may reveal that behind the
»akeup and limp wrist, is someone
1ike you, who's not interested in
what's between your legs. He could
we your friend for life.

Remove Sexism!

: Stop walking up to men with,
“You're so butch." Why place them
in as oppressive a stereotype as
your own? "She", "Butch', "Queen",
"Fem", etc., destroy sensitivity

and self-images, allowing the homo-
. phobic "straights” to set examples

»ulling us into their bigotry. That

+titude placed us in psychiatrists'
 offices, morgues, jails, and on the

streets. Must we continually allow '
our gentleness, understanding, and
individuality be raped from us as
~ri0? Accression and passiviti-
vity are not necessarily exclusive
~or.any of us. The athlete may sSp-
~ak and touch as tenderly as the ar-

. . - |
CiSte.

Save your aggression for the
=ight, give your loving to your own!

mxpress Yourself! 3

Ts there something in your ho-
2e identifying the love of two WO—
acn or two-men? ‘Is a lambda symbol
iving openly somewhere? = Are there
~oks or other literature on your
~1=1f about your own lifestyle? What
-bout a gift from a friend that when
oticed allows you to openly say,

Be Informed! , T

“Keep up with what others are
saying. Read ne®sletters and ar-
ticles. Most of us feel the same
way at different times and a lot
of us change our perspectives.
Discover people past and present
who have made contributions; re=
late them with their work and
give that gift to others. You
might discover our sensitivity
has always been more definate and
real.

Do Little Things!

Return the call you promis-
ed. Why make someone lonlier
than he/she is within His/her
community. W

Give your friends room to
breathe and grow. ' Hélp them.

Submit ideas to newsletters
and groups. Support them.

Quit worrying about who is
sleeping with who. Think about
positive input for a friend and
yourself. ' ?

Look at*the world around you.
See what it's doing to you. De-
cide how you want it changed and
help do it. Gay Liberation ne-
ver made that mess, greedy stra-
ight image makers did.

Bari [

EAT AND DRINK with Julia-Adult
‘(continued)

DESSERT
CHERRIES JUBILEE

Mt. Vernon is so beautiful at
Christmas... Happy Birthday George!

1 can pitted black cherries
1 tblsp. sugar :

1 tblsp. cornstarch

1/4 cup kirsch, or cognac
vanilla ice cream (optional)

Drain the cherries, reserving the
juice. Mix the sudar with the
cornstarch and add one cup of the
cherry juice, a little at a time.
Cook three minutes, stirring con-
stantly. Add the cherries and po-
ur the kirsch over the top. ig=
nite the kirsch and ladle ‘the sa-
uce over the cherries. Serve over
vanilla ice cream if desired.

6 servings
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THANK YOU-THANK YOU
The Gay Era wishes to again thank

~all of its advertisers, each and

every one. Without yecur support
we wouldn't be where ARE Today.
st e e o e I e S e o o o ok e e o o e e e R e e ek ek ek
Belated Happy Birthday to J.A.N.
Aquarians ARE the "best"!
R

" ~hat person and I are one." If you
arntt, get a friend to do it with
s-ou~-—share your 1iberation and 1li-
~atsn the load.

.
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£Lor the LARGEST SELECTION
of adult i1tems /v +he qrea

To stimulate Mon. - Sat 10 til 10
your - Complete
LovE Se .eFC'-h'on
VAl o
e & Gay Magazmes
M and
3_05 j—e/S Novels:
LovE O,/s CO/{)
W Tarsetl
Taste Me
sfraj S Q‘{ee”g
Quqr‘}er/g
+his month:
* &f’_e_r gpecia,( (34‘or¢5) |
Jac Aroma Head Su,ep/les
LocKker Boom P'.PG.S,
Essence of Maw papers
+ Hickok jewelrg pa,ra_p/ftrlva//d_ ‘

P I»I\o,lers

¥ DBrass, Nickle, or | eather |
coek rivgs Bawnlc AMEueAﬁ'ql

| d
¥ Accw-Jac M ' o
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¥ Several Gay Guides
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“ Private SHoak ”
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