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JDEtrriFYIKG 'THE RURAL GAY CAUGl IS

The term "Rural" is used to designate gj.y persons and gay organizations 
not resident in Philadelphia and. Allegheny Countii so The designation originated 
when, in securing representation to the Governor’s Council on Sexual Hinortties, 
it became necessary to distinguish the Council representatives as from 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, or Rural areas. The Caucus first convened at a State 
Conference in Harrisburg on October 18, 1975 to demand that representation 
of Rural areas be expanded from four to six representatives, as was done.,

The Caucus has met monthly since, hostec each month in a different 
part of the State by one of the following organizations, and attended by a 
generous representation of the majority of these {“roups, all of whom have 
been represented at th®. Caucus*

LE-HI-HO (Lehigh Valley Homophile Organization, Bethlehem/Allento^m) 
Susquehanna Valley Gays United (SVGU, Northumberland)
Gay Coordinating Society of Berks County (G.G.S., Reading)
Gay League of Lebanon
Gays United of Lancaster (GUL, Lancaster)
Gay Students at Shippensburg (Shippensburg State College)
Gay League of Edinboro (Edinboro State College)
Gay League of Indiana (Indiana University of Pennsylvania)
Gay Students at Vest Chester (Vest Chester S-ate College,1
Dignity, Central Pennsylvania (for gay Catholics, Harrisburg)
Metropolitan Community Church, Harrisburg (MIG, non-denomlnational)
Gay Community Services (GCS, Harrisburg)
Gay Switchboard of Harrisburg
North Eastern Pennsylvania Gay Association (iEPGA, Uilkestarre) 
Homophiles of Penn State (HOPS, State College)

Individuals who are unaffiliated (including at les..st one from Philadelphia 
whose identification is Rural.) regularly attend the Caucus. Many groups 
who are eligible do not yet send representatives.

All of the above groups have the right >o disassociate from any 
decision of the Caucus, and it cannot be taken that the Caucus represents 
them in ail mtterso

All of the groups listed have ratified, or have been asked to 
ratify this Statement of Purpose*

The Pennsylvania Rural Gay Caucus is an Association of Interested 
and concerned individuals and groups, formed with the objective of 
promulgating the concerns of gay people. This goal is to be achieved 
through such techniques as

exchange of Infcreation, 
cooperation with other interested individuals and groups,

•*%**««*♦■ AS?>3Of^5.S,|3’^.'0lY} j
encouragement of action on the part of individuals and groups, 
and the sharing of resources.
(Adopted by the Caucus on June 5? 1976)

The Caucus is chaired by two elected co chairpersons- one male
and one female-. who reside, coincidentally, in Sur.bury.



... of the tori* of C .incus ... done t? C --.aes
carr--ntr include the folio lags

. .. ., r •- .^T'CTtEL- .«< sue. ;‘tu< f L s a,. Low ’ont'~ti w
hieh"brinedl :-^i.-Thad"most to do with Gay Education Day on •larch 23rd 

■" tbir year over 100 jay representatives-wen to 1 yrr ■ ■
•••ov*. :Gtt their legislators on the issues of gaj- rights. -hu p-xe^-xt 
connittee seeks “to promote the political participation by individuals 
and groans on federal, state, and local levels as an am to the 
Pennsylvania Rural Gay Caucus,* (Adopted by the Committee on Hay 8, 1976) 
THB.CAjPUS OOHMm-BE- ’ditch has already had. effect on the twiner in 
which 'ray persons are treated as student •, teachers, or staff in the 
educational svste&s of Permsylvaniae

CQ^-.,,lICATIi:. .. ': i-igtCTTEE~ which has the responsibility of publi. .hi.iv 
the minutes, nee’ti. . , notices, and other de-;, . -.mita at ...he request of the 
Caucus, its Committees, or its members* This Committee is also 
rer.po.ri tble for ’ i:ng up and maintain! -leohone tree for
important or emergency situations, and in general for eomaunicatlonr. 
re-tween Caucus i or between " he Can 1 other r.w,:os«

THE FINANCIAL C .GE- responsible for r funds for the Caucus
ar,d bu ?zetir;r r-.. '
Thfe Liason Committee- an ad hoc advisory committee composed Of one 
representative deei nated by each argania > vlon as Liason to the O&ucih.., 
”bich meets .at the It-section of trie oo^ialrpsrsuns, a? when •« • last 

”,c consider- q testions of structure ar 5 purpose of the Caneis.
Ma.tont also report the Caucus to their t- w crcur and viee-vr

2he he•. resulted, in a close-knit (bit narvellou ; ■ Vi.? ;'
unity of -jay persons froffi all over the State. The average 40 er ?.j ■ yr: m; 
who attend each Cancu? are old friend- ireetinr ne: one.. they reel lo
consider the realities and i.:--.£>:c»s of the rural r,ay.

done of theee nwsHtU i in «ur pradofflisttJoly hetero-'-.*" al •«>>• ■’
■'.Oil-

arTiberation organisationsj Inaccessibility to centos 
social cultural iifej t.v.l a public, misaMeit-tandliV, e-n- ulUtar--' 
g8yne-.is. While ffie.tropo3J.taai gays face the anonmlty of wi-- eitie?, we 
tie intimacy of •.■r<all tw'n, villa#?, y.?d country life.

Sone of the issues we face axe eoxal oner of religion- • 
discrimination, ?.g£ acceptance- and legal, ones of harrass-rent, denial of ” 'I- 
rt-Thtn, and unequal t rt *’.i»er*.t under the law*


	Rural-Gay-Caucus-Flier_1976-06-05
	Rural-Gay-Caucus-Flier_1976-06-05

