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IDENTIFYING THE RURAL GAY CAUCUS

The term "Rural™ is used to designate gy persons and gay organizations
not resident in Philadelphls and Allegheny Countlcs., The designation originated
vhen, in securing represantation to the Govermor’: Council on Sexual linorities,
it became necessary to distinguish the Council re)resentatives as from
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, or Rural areas. The Caucus first convensd at a State
Conference in Harrisburg on October 18, 1975 tc demand that representation
of Rural arsas be expanded from four te six representatives, as was done,

The Caucus has met monthly since, hostec each month in a different
part of the State by one of the following organiz:iions, and attended by a
generous representation of the majority of these rroups, all of vhom have
been represented at the Caucus:

LE-HI-HO (Lehigh Valley Homophlle Organizaticm, Bethlehem/Allentoun)

Susquehanna Vallsy Gays United (SVGU, Northunberland)

Gay Coordinating Soclety of Berks Couaty (G.C.S., Reading)

Gay League of Lebanon

Gays United of Lancaster (CUL, Lancaster)

Gay Students at Shippensburg ZShippensburg State College)

Gay League of Edinboro (Edinbore State College)

Gay League of Indlana (Indiana University of Pennsylvania)

Gay Students at West Chester (West Chester State College)

Dignity, Central Fennsylvania (for gay Catholics, Harris

Hetropolitan Commnity Church, Harrisburg (M(C, non-denominational)

Gay Commnity Sexvices (GCS, Harrishurg)

Gay Switchboard of Harrishturg

North Bastern Pennsylvania Gay Assoclation (IEFGA, I'ilkestarre)

Homophiles of Perm State (HOPS, State Collegn)
Individuals who are unaffiliated (including at lenst one from Philadelphia
whose identification is Rural) regularly attend tlwe Caucus. lany groups
vho are eligible do not yet send representatives.

A1l of the above groups have the right .o disassociate from any
decision of the Cauncusn, and it cannot be taken that the Caucus represents
them in 211 patters.

ALl of the groups listed have ratified, or have been asked to
ratify this Statement of Furpose:

The Permaylvania Rural Gay Caucus is an Association of interested
and concerned individuals and groups, formed with the cbjective of
promlgating the concerns of gay people. Thl's geal is to be achieved
through such techniques as

exchange of information,

cooperation with othex interested indlviduals and groups,

actiom om the rort of the Asgsociation,

encourzzement of action on the part of ‘ndividuals and groups,

and the sharing of resources.

" (Adopted by the Cancus on June 5, 1976)

The Cancus s chalyed by two eleclted co-chalrpersons- one nale
and one Temale- wha reslde, colncidentally, in Suiibuny,



Host of the work of the Caucua ip dons Ty Jwonittees unizh
currently includa the felloving:

M LEZISIATIIG (OIMITTEE- descendant of the Cay Lobby Day Comnlttee
hich planmed and had most to do with Cay Edueation Day on liarch 23xd
of thic year then over 100 may representatives went Lo Harristumer <
nest nith thelr leglolators on the ismiss of gay 3gis.  Lhe rressul
cormitiee seeks "to promote ithe political participation by individuals
and proups on fedsral, state, and local levels as an amm to the
Pennsylvenia Rure) Gay Caucus,” (Adopted by the Committee on lay 8, 1976)
THE CAIFUS COMMIITTEE. which has already had 9ffect on the masmmer in
which may persons mie treated as studemts, isachers, or staff in the
sducational svetencs of Femnsylvenia,
THE COMIUNICATIONS CCOIMITTTEE- which has the responsibility of publishins
the ninutes, meeting notices, and other dovuments at the request of tha
Canens, its Committeen, or its nembexes This Comaittee is also
respronsible for setting up and maintainin- o telephone tree for
imoortant or emerpency situations, and &n general for communications
netieen Caucus groups or betuwean the Cacus and other proups.
THR PINANCIAL CURFITIEE~ responsible for acquiring funds for the Causus
and hudgeting requenis.
The Liacon Gommittes~ an ad hoc adviseyy comuittee conposed of dune
mpresentative desimated by each organization as Llason to the Caucus,
hioh mests at the dlscretion of the co-chalrsersons, ac vhen they last
nel. to gomeider questioens of structure and purpose of the Caucus,
Lizsonc also report the Caucus to thely bome proups, and vice-versw,

The Caucus has resulted in s close-knit (ut mayvellou-ly Alversifled)
wnity of may persons from all over the State. The averase 50 cr so yeyuons
vho attend each Daudus are old friends neetins ne ones, as they veet ‘o
consider the realities and ilssuss of the ruyml ray.

Somg of these tealiitlas In our predamuinately hetercssrual weorld
are lack of supnort groups such 22 relistous ovsanications, vomen'sz proups,
ox®Iiberation oroandzations; inaccessabllity to centers of may-orienisd
asocial and cultursl ifey and a public, pisundsrotanding, even militant tevand
maynens,  While metrepolitun rays face the snpamity of bip citles, wo fans
the intiomey of small tom, villarze, aod countyy 15ifa,

Soms of the 1asues we facs ave moral unes of meliplous nxejudics,
discxinination, and aoceptance- and legal onee of harmassment, denlal of =iyl
riphts, and uwnequal drestment under the lair,
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