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BE§S RLLEAbE OF THE PENN ¥LVANIA RUHAL GAY CAUCUB
‘Il

DATE: May 13, 1976 _' F-BDM: Allentown, Pa.
f : SUBJE@T Legislative action- Repeal of the Sodomy Statutes‘
Fra ot v
ST R oUBMITTED BY 2 Secretary to the Legislative Committee- P.fR. G G
1 . Joseph W. Burns [yt (215) 4372642
o :

»"1136  Walnut Street LIy : 1
A1lentovm, Pa. 18102 i ]
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The Rural Gay Caucus in'Pennsyltania, comprised of

] "E' representatives from twenty-one gay organizations not located fn

Philadelphia or Allegheny Counties, hes announced the formation of
:;' a permanent Legislative Committee to suoceed the highly successful

‘ Gay Iobby}Day Committee. William Hollabaugh, Ph.D,, of Bethlehem

has been named chairnerson of the newly ‘formed committee.

_In their first meeting here, the committee oompoeed a

’-VAl statement of purpose, and began coordination of a very ambitious

program in support of Senator Hill's ‘Bill for Repeal of the Sodomy

};iw A;Statutes’ Their statement reads, simplyz"To promote the politioal

.

5§; particination of say people on local, state, and federal leVels as

5"¢ |
r"q
f

an arm of the Pennsylvania Rural Gay Caucus.
4 .

The primary goal in their efforts to support repeal is
;' to have 50,000 individual letters written by groups and individuals
ﬁ to State Legislators in Harrisburg._ This goal, 4f realized, would AT

eliver an average of over 200 letters per legislator.
) \
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i Bill Hollabaugh has stated,'"We realize the enormity of our

‘g'.task. But, the Cauecus belleves repeal of the Sodomy Stavﬁtes to be

@ giant step for gay rights, possibly the step to whicﬁ.the garauntee
-}??.l of other rights is appended."” A
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To accom011°h their goal, the committee is prenarinr thousands

tof copieo of two letters- one whose prlmary appeal is to rav parsons,

4

the other of which emphagises that the aodomy Statutes nnplv to Fliie
heterosexuals. These letters will mefdistributed for 1nolusion in

mailings of the member orpanizations and cooperating chapters of

il
7

. NeOeWes and the ACLU. i

Hollabaugh also sald, "ie see our effort as cooperative with
:othéré being planned. The effort ofﬁthe Council on Sexual Minorities,

for 1nstance, is directed toward stlmulating constituents to visit

o
1 ¥

thelr legislators. The Caucus has placed i1ts emphasis on letters

' with the determination to involve not only activist gays, but thelir.

closeted friends, and famllies. A‘truly enormous quantity:of letters:if”

would.establish the power of gays to move voters." other:pldns are; "l
being made to sunport repeal, according to the committee, but not ann
& announced, so as not to dilute the gffort of' having the lettero writtgnb
: "We are throwing all our rés&urces into thls one.” 'said ‘

|

Hollobaugh.
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