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Per • sylvanla Rural Gay Caucus

Po 03 Box 1505
Han ', sburge Pennsylvania 17105
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The June meeting of the Pennsylvania Hural Gay Caucus will convene at la 00 
PnM0 at 1001 North Spring Street,. Apt. I-2S Middiet3wn? Pa3 (south of Harrisburg) 6 
on June 4th B Saturday o We will be considering a protest action against a news­
paper in Harrisburg? The si^vaticn. of SB 531 as revealed by Human Rights Days 
a proposal for a conference of Rural Groups in the Fall, and anything else 
placed on the agenda, These is not much old business, sos it is a good time 
to be considering new propolis. Conte and make one? Also. we will doing a 
wee something for Gay Pride and Celebration such as eating watermelon cn the grass 
together0 , ' ’ ' .

The Caucus was held in Room 307 of the Hetzel Union Buildings Penn State
Campus® State College? Twenty persons were presentc

The meeting was called to order by CoChair B Joe Burns.
Human Rights Bay Flyers rere distributed by David Leas® and extra copies 

were made available for sta-ardde coverage?.
An agenda was culled from the nt-smbers present and included interest in 0003, b 

SB53is the Third World Comnt.ttee, and nominations for a new Secretary, (Sam is 
resigning effective with tho 'lune Caucus--NO EXTENSION a)

Readang of the minutes of the previous Caucus by Sam was approve! as readn 
The 'Traasurer was absent and the April balance cf 159o24 was accepted and

approved®
Cpmsamieaticgts and Legislative Committee Reports

A group, the Coalition for Human Rights in Pennsylvania, has been farmed to 
coordina.te Human Rights Day and to endorse the passage of pro-eivil- liberties 
legislation (inclusive of gay rights) in Pennsylvania□ All interested groups such 
as local No 0o W, chapters, A,asL0U0 locals, and others are enjoined tosend endorsemen 
endorsement of gay rights (SB531) to the following address! Mr, Barry Kdm, 
Coordinator of ths Coallition. 1740 Addison Street, Philadelphia^ Pa, 19W>0

Human Bi^ts Day, set for May 24th and beginning at 9»00 A.M> wmbe head- 
quartered at the Friends Meeting House, 6th and Herr Streets, Harrisburg, Wcrksh ps 
will be held at various locations the weekend before xo train persons in lobbying 
teeniqueo There will be no picketing or demonstration planned Beforehand, A list 
of out Representatives and Senators will be on Hand with infonation an views
res gay legislation to assist in approaching them. Legislative sessions begin at 
isOO P0M0 so everyone is vrgsd to see their representatives in the early morning, 
before they leave for lunch' If not? accost them in ttie Cafeteria.

The committee is working closely with MaC9C<,,, Harrisburg, and me- last on
5-8-779 A action was made <e release the number amis? the P.R«GOCO Checking Account 
(Bank of -sit) to World”s Finest Chocolatst Inc..e 2.521 W 48th Street; Chicago, Illo 
60032 xur legalities associated with the purchase <rf candy for the-Youth Committee, 
Properties on Market Street f Harrisburg which are aw?Table for a Gay Youth Community 
Center must be £C% paid dowi upon signing the papers by M.C.C. Since the Church 
eaanot own property outright (before being chartered in Pennsylvania), a private 
owner mst sign in ths name of M.C.C. Property faxwrly owned by the Diosese of 
Greater Harrisburg is be in 5 considered® and 6,500 Dollars is needed for down— 
payment by 5=3 2-77, It is in Center city, in a coEnnsrcial zone. Are there any 
wealthy gay or strlight jhiirnthroihists within reach of this newsletter wiling to



'- underwrite the cost?
SB S3 , v _x«

Our sincere aplcogi.es to Craig Lewis ifccm we erroneously reported as supporting
Sb 83* He voted against it* A letter of contrition has been posted. The hill is 
currently being held in the Judiciary Committee of the Reuse, having passel the 
Senate# 12 EBffitex support in the coffinaxites is iiooSfetL vO igsJco a viable -,ssu© 
and at present such interest is not present* The Chairperson of this committee-:, 
Representative Norman Bersonf feels that the bill is a 'hot potato paXit-fe-Hly 
and is centare to let it die in this session* If the bill is not cut of 
committee during this session it will have to be re-submitted under another 
number during the next session.-, (1978)

Tony Silveira suggested that letters of support to- sent to Lewis Hill for 
his adept handling of pro-gay legislation in his capacity as Chairperson. of the 
Senate Committee <® SB 83, The comaitte© is evenly split over interpreuitiar. of 
the bill. It is a acn-partisan issue* .

Certain adverse publicity by th© press in regards te SB 53* ^decr5. rmaxi2a*vicsn 
of sodomy end repeal) because of some senatorial statements xhs.’b misrep. osentation 
was used by gsy groups has been seen as a form cf polxvm-salfootball* J-n;.s I® a . 
fact cf Hfe in the political arena and should not daunt our efforts® Hat is th e 

?hOTld BOt St°®? tO 03,97 5efCa4e
No No eneaccepted the nomination at the Caucus and. wei are currently witlait a 
candidate* Nominations will remain open until the vacancy can be filled ty 
election.
Budgets cf Committees ■

They are due with the treasures beginning with the ®oy ES-vstlng® The costs 
of paanhlets for Human Rights Day have been covered by an ananyr.Gus donor}. butz 
mailing costs reme.in, A motion that ”50*00 dollars be given to the Human Rights 
Day Committee by B.R.G^C. to cover the costs of sailing flyers* ‘ It was 
seconded and carried-, HOPS can dceate the needed envelopeso

Tony said that AFSCME, APSCUF, PSEAff and other states micss would appaxvlate 
letters from union mesters supporting the inclusion of '®anr,.il end. affections'. • 
preferences’ clauses in their bargining contracts.
ANtj-ahsotim legislatlc^ a

Mixed react!®?, by some -®? the membershipo It is a bdria issue and potoat2.uly
ANtj-ahsotim legislate . . , . _ . ,..

Mixed reaction by some ®f the E»Ehershipn It is a bdrsa issue and potent;.illy, 
explosives as is gay rS^k'&Ss A mox3.cn "resolved that the Caucus opposoHB 71 v'-’lght 
io'life bill)* Seconded and carriefe It should be .noted that the memtor’cV’ « 
.ala, {inly -few© women present > Furtiier discussion is encouraged by both 
and cons of the issue* It is hoped that may mere woman will feel free 
on this subject*

Next meeting is June Mh in Hdaietoun at Arnold Hutchings*

It should he .noted that the aemtorship w<?c< 
"t the pros 

to speak

~ Need is not seen since all iersms have to make a moral choice of -«hat 
tear r?gh*« and dignity are, and folicinng <s£ our conscience maises its existence 
unnecessary® Our attitudes, «e hope* leave room to meet the needs of all peoples* 
We could move forward into cci'sclousness raising sessions by inviting outside speakers 
of other civil rights movements to our caucuses 5 ,.

Affayr an intelligent and sensitive speed* by Dal© Masters ca ttt it Is ritoxo 
be a young lesbian ana an equally beautiful speech by a aarntor from WxLliamspcKt 
on the feelings cf a male diabetict we all gained a deepar understanding of cur 
brothers and sisters* Th© stigma and oppression that w all fee® must be explored 
and resolved -toward a furtherance of car collective dcvelppwent*

Kotica for adjanriaent received and seconded* Adjourned at «-?00 PBM0

Respectfully aubmlttef...

SB Keith Edmiwtoa, 
Caucus Secretary

fjx.^r^rimn-u rcjjuOTTTJWirnni7<~^trriTC‘ . j . -■ ----- .—- —------------

Beginning with th® next newsletter, we will be making seise signifigant 
changes in it * giuggesticxi .ana criticisms are welcome*

aplcogi.es
mox3.cn
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