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The Pennsylvania Rural Gay Caucus
2,0, Box 13505
Harristuargz, Permsylvasia 17105

717-532-7052
21 5-1437-2642

The Hovenber meeting of the Pennsylvania Rural Gay Cancus will convene
on Saturday, November 5th, at 3002 Herletta Avenue In Lancaster 2% 1300 P,M. This
meeting should, accoriing to the by-laws, be the meeting at which new officers are
elected. In a frusirating set of circumstances,, the Caucus 414 n ¢ schieve &
quorum at the last meeting, and no nominations were mads. The by-liws <*ate,
however, that nomiations made be made by self or othersat any time prior . 4he
elections., Flease understané thai the very exiskence of the Caucus is
threatened by the present conditlona, Followlng the meetingz, the Caucus is plav -
to remain for the weekend, simply to rest from our travails in the atmosphere of
good fun and fellewship. Tae Ceucus, in the rare moments when it has not found its:if
at work has provided a suppcrtive, mostly nom-sexist , relaxed and warm atmosphere,
Those remaining fox the weeksnd, are requested to bring sleeping begs or bed rolls,
and to make & esmall doration ¢f several dollavs to the kitty for food, beverage, etc.
for ihe weekend. . The weekend vill not be siwuc =red beforshand, so that we may agree

to do almost anything together.
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Canference Hotel Cancelled ;

' The Anericvs Hotel, vhith whom we have been planning to hold the state
conference plarmed for Jarmuary, has refused to host the conference, It is without
doubt the most open and glaring example of diserinination azzinst gays e can
document #n this state, Under private, uninccrporated ownership, without the
existence of a written caitract, and withoat a gay rights amendment in the local
or state government, thelr diserimination is legal.

The Conference Commiftec has conducted & thoreogn investigation of
alternative sites among whem they will choose before the November meeting, This
tine, the qaulifier is knowing they will ncet cancell a gay group. Vhile we
ocould £find no hotel who waild be willing to discriminate zgainst gays, we did find
many sites already taken in the two mimthe it has taken the Amerisus to decide to
discriminate. We had =o warning that the refusal would be given, except that 4o
manager with whom the verhal agreements were made was absent with » ~"72 @ the
several days we had appointments to go over final det=il- z=—ww to drawing up
a omtract. On the last ocassicn we were to mes” waw him, we found that he no
denger worked far the Amerlcus, The yefusel w.: vads by the owmer, lr, lloffa,

Since gay rights enactnment is being st in in Allentown, the case
will become a"canss celebre” loc2liv. In the feue of vnscupulous, unprincipled,
and threatening opposition te gay rights in Allentom; The Director of the Human
Relatlons Commission in Allemi-vn leaked the case ¢ reporters of local newspapers.
As they have not yst chosen to print the stary, it may never coms cut, except vhen
used by us for dooumentation of lecal gay discriminatien before City Coumell,
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The sifuation here has beccme intense and hsated, Pegimning with the formetion
of & group cailed Citizens Orzenized far Becency (C.0.D.) which came into existence
specifically to oppose gay rights, now jJoined by the Citizans Caucus which is
self-identified as poltically conservative, the drive to defeat gay rights is on.
On YMonday, Cetober 24th, the Citizens Caucus ran an ad headed "gay rights or
perversion pernit” in the local papers. Citing Anita”s campaign, the ad continues
ripiigres Ao not believe taht rrivate coaduct of consenting adults chould be



remulated, we reject the vieuw that homosexualiv is a civil right., On e
contrary, it"s mewely s form of ; >rsanal conduct, freely chosen, Rhich is morally
affensive ond frankly otmoxivos o the vast mjorlty of local citizens., City Council
is net being asked to protect the rights of o wrongfully oppressed minority, but
rather %o grant a pernit for homosemuols to publicly fiaunt their perversion” The
ad provides spaces for the coupon to bo signed for forwerding to City Caumeil,
and space for dmations to support the Citlzens Caucus and their efforts to defeat
the gay rights Ordinance, = A2

Before the evening prper was printed, 'a veports: had visited city hall
waw and quoted the mayer as saying thal gay rights would not be an administration
sponcred ardinance, and that the’ he had spoken to City Coumcil members, all of
waom were wnwilling to sponsor swch e bill, The effect of the cds by the Caucus
was pitigated, since the issue of gay righis publiely deads: . v odr % i

However, behind the scenes, a kot of action 1s growing arounl the issue.
Aacmganimumhasbeenfmmed.nmppmtufmn@\ts. called the "Lehigh
Valley Coalition for buman wight."s Thls group ic quietiy gathering support
statements, probing Councll neab rs far thelr support, monitoring the oppesition,
end preparing for the effort to atrdduce gy #ights som after elections. Should
we £ind thet rights are surely lost Af introduced, we might spend two years
developing constituency, and not make the effort et this time, -

The very exigtence {as ienticned before) of the Camcus will devenil on whethex
a gourun_ 1s present at the next iseting. , 'Nov, 5th. If & quorun is not present,
elections cannot take place asd, ‘herefcre, the Caucus wlll be tiithout officers.
Andbecanse few more than offizers are coming to the moebings ;- the crgamisation
will, 4if the by-laws are followed, necessarily fold. e ‘who are involved ask you
who are not, not to abandon the Cancus but to bring it to a pey vigor , a once
famlliar face, a pey fxiepd - in sther words to really suppert the Causus and glve
1t direction. You might find that, in the long run, the directionycu give it ;
zight cleaf the way for your very own. . f '




N
A - NO\Z___EMBER

Tues. \Wed. Thurs i Sat. ]
o g, 2] 7.304m- L. V.C.HR] ; M.C.Cos pecial dedek

' LS -~ § b 5
L% 2 S A T e I 72 I s
'W'\JWOP ‘) i ‘ Hbg: ‘ Lt e . YN SN
i every Wed: W U
.,ervicc‘glgg i x:fc:"\ i e
5 C/-‘,%:.“’X' building [ { Q , ;é{%l‘mds / ’ S!fn? the weckend

-~ § F
e gl ACLUZ [HOW| |

|

" |
2 /2 |
Swvitch board

=, H O'F H ‘)3 m&t‘t\'\j
ot . .
7',' %g pm 7-. 50 P"\ ? OOPW\

AR ey LA T U SRR e

J"'\
!
J

—
] A/

B
a
L

A7 [HOW

| LE.;Q!;?O meeting
P T pm YOO pm
71 |as]

o
~0

e ——— o e

|

30




	Rural-Gay-Caucus_1977-11
	Rural-Gay-Caucus_1977-11

