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THE PENNSYLVANIA RURAL GAY CAUCUS
Po (6)8 Box 1501
Harrisburg, Pennsylvanis 17105

747-697-3482
717=

% The next meeiing of the Pa, Rural Gay Caucus will be held on Sgh

June 3rd at the Friends (Quaker) Meeting House, 6th and Herr Streets, Harrisburg
at 1100P.M. This meehing will be one the most imporiant ever Reld by gays

in this state, Over saventy organizations have been invited to send
representatives, several msetings will actually be held jointly. The Govenor'sn
Race Committee, led by the Walt Whitman Club of Philadelphia, and the
Minorities Democratic Cludb in State College will be leading discussions on'
swhat measures can and mist be taken in this election in November to insure
continuation of the Pemaylvania Council on Sexual Minorities and to influence
a concern for gay issucs on the part of the Leglslature, Another meeting,
gimiltaneocusly will be discussing the lssue of a state Gay Organization . The

generate a state-wide omergency mailing list. The form for thie found belowe
This day also is the meeting date of Dignliy ~Central Pennsylvania which
regularly meets at the Friends meeting House on the First Saturday. Finally,
the Pirst meeting of a commitee for a gay. conference next year will follow

the other meetings. HMembers of Pride 978 7l1nnning Committee will be meetlng
with them to pass almng funds and advice from Pride °78, No farmal
organization has been adopted by this new conference committee, so it mzy be
assumed that the comlttee meeting will be open %o all persons who are interested
in helping to plan for next yeax. :

MAY MEETING MINUTES ;

To Room 227 of the Student Union Bullding of Pemnn State, On May 6th,
Gary Norton, co-chair, convenend the Pennsylvenia Rural Gay Caucus for its
monthly meeting which thls month specifically included an open forum for
discussion of the possible formation of a state-wide gay support group. The
first tople of discussicn was positive and negative comment on Pride 78,
sponsored jointly by the Rural Cauwcus and the Pennsylvania Council for Sexual

Minorities, The establishment of a tenative commlitee for arranging another

conference next year grew out of this discussion. This newly formed commitise
w11l meet following the next. meeting of the Caucus on June 3rd in Harrlsburg
and will meet with persons who were on Pride °78 planning committee at that
neeting, Tha next iten for discusslon was the sad state of affalrs in
Allentown vhere gays are pressing for a gor amendment to the Human Relations
Ordinance, Allentown members reported that the city was reacting with extreme
measures. The Mayor had sought to ban gay activists from participating in
city-sponsored forums, City Council threatened to impose a gag-rule on all
discussion of gay rights, and the President of City Councll had fivst

invited Anita Bryant to Pring her campaign to Allentown, then cancelled the
invitation after receiving an anonymous threat %0 her life and his, No action
was taken by the Caucus; at the request of Allentown members who felt that %o
bring such help from cutside at this time would zesult in further escalation
of the city’s weaction,. S LR

Discsston then centeved on the main consideration of the meeting-
establishment of a gay-support group state-wlde, Discushion ranged widely-
both elaborately and vaguely- from updating and conshlidating existing gay
resources , to a state-rlde swlichboard, to a central clearing house, but,
conclusively and resolutely to the esteblishment of a state-wide malling
and telephone list, Two immediate uses wwre seen for the mailing liat.

One. use would be the ipeedy dlspensing of Infermation about an emergency
aitvation in which quick, wide-spread action would be needed by a local

or state wide group, The other use umtnid be.Aof cgurse, to facilitate the
satablishmen s¥ete-wlde organi o oulon entertained
:ggadnl%y ce.rgigi aﬂsmg'z people who atm the Caum%eﬁng and who are
members of local grouds be encouraged %o obtaln names, addresses, and telephone
mmbers from their fe...ow/slster members of local groups who would bike to

e on the stoteowide !::iling list , and to bwing or mall these nanes to

the Pa. Rurel Gay CAucvcs, It wes further moved and carried “ithat the other
groups within the steio not yvepresented at this meeting be inforned and asked
%o do the same, In a walated move, the Caucus comniited itself %o contact
and $o ask the gay media %o include a form In thelr newspapers which the
veaders could Fi11 ow: and send to a central addvess o obtain inclusion in
the state-wide mailing lizt, The malling eddress chosen for the initial
compilation of the 113t wns that of Lehigh Valley Citlzens Concerned. for &

i




Better Commimnity.(C.C.EB.C.) in Allentoun because sersons in that group
volunteered to do the \nitial work, In order to d:fray the costs of at least the
initial mailing, a moticn was carried “that there would be at least a $1.00
donation asked of whemever might like to be on the mailing list.™ It was noted
that the Caucus Treasurer should keep a seperate account of this money.

The format of the next meeting of the Caucus was established as a
Joint meoting of two groups. One group will discuss the legislative and
gubsnatorial races In Pennsylverda . The sthor group uifl) dlzcuse he
Yormation of the stste-~wide support group, Follcwing these seperate discussions,
both groups will join %o discuss eash others recomiendations,

In a show of solidarity and as the final actions of the meeting, the
Caucus unanimously (on all three issues) resolved :aat (1) the Caucus
supports HoJ.R 683 calling for the extention of tho deadline for passage of
the BRA ) that the Caucus supports the ERA march in Washington D.C. on
July 9t 1o the EFA extention, and (3) that the Cimcus endorses all the
resolul...: pansed by the all-conference session of Pride’78, As people were
mreraring to leave, Mary lNancarrow, co-chalr, announced that the Pa, Dept.
of Health 18 asking the Caucus to resupply a member of the Departments Cay
Concerns Committee, A wepresentative from the Caucus had been active for
some time, but since has moved from the state,

Tony Sylvestre had Ainvited those attending for a social hour at hie
apartment following the Caucus, Most persons accented his invitation,

Respectfully submitted by,
Robert Wooda, Secretary,
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